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Group Painting Group Painting Photography
Exhibition Exhibition Exhibition

Title: Padma Crying-1 Title: T_he Jourmney and By the students of batch
Venue: Garden Gallery, Fraternity gijDTBP'- of Architecture,

Venue: Bengal Gallery

R-4, H-23, Baridhara
of Fine Arts, H 275/F

Date: January 2-3

Title: India: Plural
Venue: Drik Gallery, H 58,

Time: 4pm-8pm (old), Dhanmondi Rd 15A (new), Dhanmondi
Date: 5-January 11 Date: January 1-5
Time: 12pm-8pm Time: 3-8pm

Theatre festival for generating awareness on

human rights

AHMED HuMAYUN KABIR TOPU,
Pabna
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Theatre can play a vital role in generat-
ing awareness about human rights,
said speakers at a discussion held in
the course of a two-day theatre festival
in Pabna which concluded on Thurs-
day. Human Rights Theatre Organisa-
tion Pabna district unit comimnittee
organised the festival at the Pabna
Town Hall premises.

President of Manobadhikar Natto
Parishad, Pabna Abdul Matin Khan
chaired the discussion, while the
Principal of Pabna Edward College
Professor Shahidur Rahman was chief
guest.

The speakers were educationist
Professor Mohammad Nurunnabi,
Professor Abu Anis Mohammed Firoz,

theatre artist, advocate Abdul Hannan
Shelley and social worker Brojo Gopal
Shaha.
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Solo Art
Exhibition
Painter: Zahura Sultana
Hossain
Title: Contemplation

' Venue: Bay's Gallenia,
Radius Centre, Gulshan-2
Date: December 11-
January 27
Time: 10am-8pm
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Actors perform plays focusing on social injustice.

“Theatre is a strong instrument of

of awareness about human rights;
social change. Humanrightsisastrong  what it means to be oppressed in ways
slogan nowin society but thereisalack  that violate human rights. Through

plays, the actors portray the oppres-
sion and injustice that are widely
prevalent in society, " asserted the
speakers.

Later, actors from 10 theatre organi-
sations around the district staged plays
at the festival. Of these seven were
participants from several human rights
organisations. In addition Chiknai
Theatre Dorpon and Anushilon Ashi,
prominent theatre organisations of the
district, performed plays.

“All the organisations performed plays
focusing on social injustice. Through
these plays the message of human rights
permeates to the people. The
Manobadhikar Natto Parishad seeks to
generate human right awareness through
the theatre movement, " Mohammad
Abdul Matin Khan, president of the
organisation told The Daily Star.

Cultural organisations also gave
performances of folk music and dance
at the festival.

Ishara Bhashi in assembly in Jhenidah

Celebrities in celebration

of New Year...

A CORRESPONDENT
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‘Praner Mela', hosted by beautician Kaniz
Almas Khan and singer Fahmida Nabi, was
what the name suggested. Many had come
together to welcome the new year with a new
spirit and a new enthusiasm. It was held on the
dusk of 1 January at the Bengal Gallery in
Dhanmondi. The guests started flooding in
from after 7 pm. The programme continued all
the way till midnight.

On the first day of the New Year, what can be
better than meeting old friends and just chill-
ing out?That's why the event was arranged.

“This is the second time Persona is doing
that,” said Nurul Afsar Raj, Canvas. “It was a
pretty big hit last year, so we planned it once
again,” said Sadique, an organiser.

In the party cum adda, there were celebrities
from every branches- from singers Dinat Jahan
Munni, Samina Chowdhury, Elita, fashion
designers Shahruk Shahid, Emdad, film maker
Mostafa Sarwar Farooki, actor Afzal Hossain,
photographers Chanchal Mahmood, dramatist
Kona Reza, models Alif, Raja, Kabir Bukul, Rafi
Hassan and more.

Stars of Close-up One, Channel- i Shera

mixed genre performances that had a bit of soft
rock but mainly folk. The whole presentation
and environment had a friendly ambience with
the neon lights lit up on trees and the seating
arrangements made both inside and out on the
garden. There was a huge pot wrapped in silver
paper that had an assortment of the
Bangladeshisweets.

Dramatist Sacchu anchored the programme.
Imdadul Haq Milon gave the opening speech.
The guests had a lot of fun with themselves. At
one corner a group of models around the age
group of 20-25 had circled to have a vibrant
gossip. At another, curious boys and girls
approached Shifat, palmist and Latin dancer
(Cuban) to know what their fate's unlocked.
Some senior journalists and economists con-
verse about the recent global issue. Some mod-
els and singers-girls only- posed for a
photoshoot. The best part about the get-
together was the collection of such diverse
aged, profession's people on the same spot.

“It's nice to see so many smiling faces
together, that's what the whole arrangement is
for,"” said Barky Xihad, an organiser.

In the function, the issue of the fashion
magazine Canvas, a sister concern of Persona,

Kontho, et al started the programme with some was given out.

performed a play, dance and entertaining
programmes, much to the surprise of the
audience.

A play “"Haturey doctor” composed and directed
byentrepreneur Ahsan Habibwasstaged.

Speech impaired Alamgir told The Daily
star that he is self reliant. He has studied up to
Class VIII from Dhaka Sign Language School.
Now he has a stationary shop at Harina kundo
upazila bazar.

An audience said that speech impaired are
nottheobjects ofabhorrence.

The speakers said that we should all stretch
our hands to them. The speech impaired can
neither speak nor hear like other people. How-
ever, they can run all kinds of business and
exchange views and opinions through sign
language. They are not the objects of con-
tempt in the society. They are self reliant and
are not a burden to their parents.

AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenidah
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cultural show was held at Jhenidah district
Shilpakala academy. At the initiative of the
Association for Integrated Socio Economic
Development under Privileged people
(AISEDUP), speech impaired persons per-
formed spontaneously.

Mohammad Abu Bakar assistant secretary
(retd), was chief guest while Ekramul Hagq,
Jhenidah village theatre convener; Aminur
Rahman Tuku, president of Human Rights
Association; Sheikh Selim, president of Elec-
tronics Media Reporters Association and Nargis
Aktar Nirbahi Magistrate and Suvash Chandra
Devnath were special guests.

People from all walks of life including 125
speech impaired people from Jhenidah
attended the function. The speech impaired

Eminent Indian painter KG Subramanyan gets a glimpse of
the works of contemporary Bangladeshi painters at
Bengal Gallery as Abul Khair, chairman, Bengal Foundation
shows him around.
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Professionals turned out in large numbers for the get-together.
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