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China pledges
climate help

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

China would stand by
Bangladesh on climate
change issue and extend
support in facing the climate
change impact, visiting
Chinese Assistant Foreign

. Minister Hu Zhengyue said

yesterday.

He said this when he called
on Bangladesh Foreign
Minister Dipu Moni at her
ministry.

Officials of the foreign
ministry said Hu Zhengyue
came to Dhaka after the recent
climate change summit in
Copenhagen to ascertain how
climate change would affect
Bangladesh.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The distribution of free new textbooks to the
students for the next academic session began
yesterday with the inauguration of the
programme by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

With the inauguration, the government
formally started the massive task to distribute
19 crore textbooks among the students of pri-
mary, secondary, ibtedai (primary level of
madrasa), dakhil and technical classes.

The government is giving free textbooks to
the students of secondary level for the first
time. Every year free textbooks are given at

primary level. Some 1,868,950 copies of text-

——

Textbooks mission
accomplished

PM opens free distribution

books will be distributed among the secondary
level students in the academic year.

In the inaugural programme, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina handed over books to
11 students of primary, secondary, ibtedai,
dakhil and vocational levels at her secretariat
office.

Later in the alternoon, Education Minister
Nurul Islam Nahid said, "Distributing the huge
amount of books is an epoch-making event in
the country as governments in the past could
noteven think about this."

The prime minister has formally inaugu-
rated the distribution of textbooks to all types

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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31ST NIGHT -
Severalroads
tobeblocked
offat9:00pm

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Several major roads in
Gulshan, Banani and
Baridhara will be blocked off
tonight as a means of keeping
security tight over New Year's
Eve.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
will close the intersections
leading to these areas between
9:00pm and 6:00am and trav-
ellers will be forced to take
alternative routes.

The only intersections that
will remain open are those at
Phoenix, Amtali, Kakoli,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

SHIP-BREAKING YARD

5 injured

STAFF CORRESPONDET, Crg

At least five workers were Injured in a ship-breaking yard at
Sonaichhariin Sitakunda upazila yesterday afternoon.

Of the injured three have been identified as Ledu Miah, 35, of
Moheshkhali upazila in Cox's Bazar, Nayan, 25, and Amir
Solaiman, 17, of Mirersarai upazila in Chittagong.

Injured Ledu and Nayan were admitted to Medical Centre
(Pvt) Hospital while Solaiman and two others were released after
firstaidatalocal clinic,.

A worker of the yard told The Daily Star that Ledu and some
other workers were removing mud at the yard around 1:00pm
when one of the vertically piled iron plates fell on them and
injured several workers,

Sub-inspector Gias Uddin of Sitakunda Police Station said he
visited the ship-breaking yard and nothing "serious” happened
there. "Only one worker was injured and he was sent to hospi-
tal," he said.

The exact number of injured people remains a mystery, as the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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PURBACHAL, UTTARA PLOTS

Lottery picks

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Consumers Act not
enforced in 9 months

meeting at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

Commerce Minister Faruk Khan assured the

2,750

147 plots allotted directly
to ministers, lawmakers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha yesterday, in the fourth phase,
announced the names of 3,116 plot winners of the Purbachal

New Town Project and Uttara Model Town Project Third Phase.

Among the winners, 147 plots were allotted directly to the
ministers, state ministers, lawmakers and people enjoying the
same status,

The names of winners of 2,750 plots in three categories --
government job holders, people serving at different autono-
mous bodies, and armed forces -- were announced as per their
age and salary.

All the 57 applicants of Purbachal project and 83 applicants of
Uttara project under the category of minister, state minister, and

lawmakers were awarded plots.
Of the 3,116 plots, 2,762 were distributed at the Purbachal

project while the remaining 354 at Uttara project.
Rajuk, however, did not announce the names of 60 plots -- 55

at Purbachal and 5 at Uttara -- under the journalist category.
Of the Purbachal project, 1,532 plots under the category of

government service holders, 1286 under autonomous bodies

and 114 under the armed forces were distributed.
Of the Uttara project, 162 plots under the category of govern-

ment service holders, 69 under the autonomous bodies and 10

under armed forces were awarded.
The formal draw of the lotteries was held in the conference

room of the housing and public works ministry. Rajuk has so far
allotted 5,042 Purbachal and 582 Uttara plots.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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DuTA POLL

A parliamentary body yesterday asked the
commerce ministry to enforce immediately the
Consumers Rights Protection Act passed in
parliament nine months ago to ensure people's

right to quality goods and services at fair prices.
Expressing dissatisfaction over the delay in

enforcing the law, the parliamentary standing
committee on commerce ministry said people
still don't get any remedy for being cheated in
the market.

[t asked the ministry to recruit manpower to
enforce the law to prevent cheating at weight,

price and quality of commodities.
"People could not seek redress in absence of

a law. But now there is a law to protect their
rights and we want its enforcement,” commit-
tee Chairman Lutful Hye told reporters after a

committee of taking necessary measures to this
effect.

In the face of public demand for protecting
consumer rights, parliament on April 1 passed
the act, with provision of punishment for adul-
teration, faking products, forgery in weighing
goods, selling out-of-date items and fraudu-
lence through advertisement.

If found guilty of the offences, an individual
or member of an organisation might face
imprisonment for one to three years or can be

fined minimum Tk 50,000 to Tk 200,000.

The parliamentary body urged people to file
complaints through short message service
(SMS), e-mail, fax or other means to the author-
ities concerned, if they are harassed or cheated

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

MUTINY IN RANGAMAT]
75 more put

in the dock

First verdict likely Feb 14

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangamali

The BDR special court-4 is
likely to declare the verdict on
nine alleged mutineers of 12
Rifle Battalion in Rangamati
Sector Headquarters on
February 14, said senior pub-
lic prosecutor Mossaraf

Hossain Kazal yesterday.
On completion of 12 wit-

nesses’ depositions, the three-
member special court led by
Director General of Bangladesh
Rifles Maj Gen M Mainul Islam
also adjourned its proceedings

until February 14.
Though havilder Ershad
SEE PAGE 15 COL S

Speed up
Rohingya
repatriation

Myanmar urged
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh yesterday asked
Myanmar to expedite repatri-
ation of all the Rohingya refu-
gees staying in Cox's Bazar for
about two decades.

Foreign Minister Dipu
Moni made the call when
Myanmar Deputy Foreign
Minister U Maung Myint met

her at the foreign ministry.
Earlier, at the foreign secre-

tary-level talks between the
two countries in Dhaka on
Tuesday, Myanmar agreed to
take back 9,000 registered
refugees out of the 28,000

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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CONGRATULATIONS

TO MR. SALIM AHMED, CHAIRMAN, ELITE
PAINT GROUP OF COMPANIES &
MANAGING DIRECTOR, SUPER REFINERY
PVT. LTD.

- FOR BEING SELECTED

(A) CIP BY THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRIES
* UNDER LARGE SCALE INDUSTRIAL CATEGORY.
(B) PRESIDENT OF BANGLADESH PAINT MANUFACTURERS
ASSOCIATION FOR THE FOURTH TIME
(c) FOUNDER DIHECTOR OF CHITTAGONG METROPOLITAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY.
PRAYING TO THE ALMIGHTY ALLAH FOR HIS LONG LIFE, PROSPERITY

& HAPPINESS.
LIONS CLUB OF CHITTAGONG BARNALI

LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL
DISTRICT 315-B4 BANGLADESH
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President,
general secy
reelected

DU CORRESPONDENT

Prof Khondoker Bazlul Hoque
from pro-Awami League
teachers' "Blue panel” and
Prof ABM Obaidul Islam from
pro-BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami
teachers' "White panel" were
reelected president and gen-
eral secretary respectively in
the Dhaka University
Teachers' Association election

fortheterm 2010.
Election of the executive

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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We are

Now is the

the best In cricket too

We believe in achieving.

We achieved a distinctive position in Banking.

We achieved great success in CSR activities.

turn to achieve in sports.

Bank Asia Cricket Team has won the Rupayan Bankers'
T-20 Cricket Toumament this year.

HH Bank Asia
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