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Venue: Gallery Chitrak,
H-21, R4, Dhanmondi
Date: December 25-31

Time: 11am-8pm

Dhanmond!
Date: January 4-20
Time: 10am-8pm

de Dhaka, 26, Mirpur Rd,
Dhanmaondi

Date: Dacember 21-31
Time: 10am-12pm & 59pm

Venue: National Theatre
Hall, Shiipakala Academy
Date: January 1.3

Time: 7pm
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On the 95th birth anniversary of pio-
neer artist Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin
(1914-1976), a daylong festival was
held at the Charukala (Faculty of Fine
Arts, DU) premises on December 29,
Organised by the Faculty the daylong
festival featured a 'mela’, musical
soiree, discussion and an award giving
event.

On the occasion, the organisers
honoured two leading contemporary
artists-- Safiuddin Ahmed and K.G
Subramanian (India) with the
‘Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin
Shammanana',

The festival began early in the morn-
ing with the laying of wreaths at Zainul
Abedin's grave (before the DU central

mosque).

Apart from being a painter, Zainul
Abedin’s tireless effort to introduce
institutional education in the fine arts
made him a recognised figure. He was
the founder-principal of the then Art
College (now Faculty of Fine Arts, DU).

The discussion and award giving
ceremony was held at the Bakultala
premises in the afternoon. Welcoming
the audience the dean of the Faculty of
Fine Arts and eminent artist Rafiqun
Nabi said, "Zainul had to struggle a
great deal to build the institute. Ini-
tially it was known as a small institute
of art-lovers but now it has turned into
a faculty." Rafiqun Nabi also pointed
out that from now on Zainul's birthday
will be celebrated on a large scale at the
Charukala premises.

Artist Nisar Hossain, who is also a
teacher of the Faculty, asserted that
until this year, the birthday celebra-
tions of Zainul were a small event.

AAMS Arefin Siddique, Vice Chan-
cellor of Dhaka University was the
chief guest at the programme. He
handed over the awards to the recipi-
ent artists. Safiuddin Ahmed was not
present as he was unwell. Safiuddin’s
son Ahmed Nazir received the crest on
his father's behalf.

In his speech K.G Subramanian
expressed his gratitude for the honour
bestowed on him. “I feel like I'm at
home," said the veteran Indian artist.

Among others, Begum Jahanara
Abedin, (widow of Zainul Abedin) and
artist Shahabuddin Ahmed were the
speakers at the programme.

After the discussion, singers ren-
dered Rabindra Sangeet at the
Bakultala premises. A group of Baul
singers from Kushtia also sang several
SONgS.

The daylong 'mela’ in front of the
Print Making and Painting Depart-
ment was the main attraction of the
festival. The ‘'mela’ featured the works
of the students of the Faculty FFA and
artisans who had been invited from
different parts of the country.

Students exhibited their small
artworks, including prints, paintings
and sculptures. The artisans from
Rajshahi, Manikganj, Nawabganj and
Dhaka displayed their designs on clay
pots 'Lakkhishara' and 'Shakher Hari';
nets for household use called 'Shika’
and artworks made of 'Shola’.
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The daylong festival featured a ‘mela’, musical soiree, discussion and an award giving event
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