Nostalgia and melody at a

Solo Painting

Exhibition

Title: Origins of Fruits
Artist: Onil Hossain
Venue: Bangal Gallery of
Fine Arts, H 275/F (old),
Dhanmondi

Date: December 22-
January 2

Time: 12pm-8pm
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Rafiqul Alam (top) and Anup Bhattacharya render songs at the event.

ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi

['he five and a half hour cul-
tural evening at Rajshahi
Bholanath Bisheswar Hindu
Academy was abuzz with
nearly 2,000 of former and
present students of the 111-
year old school and almost all
were immersed in nostalgia.

Although performances by
noted vocal artiste Rafiqul
Alam and composer Anup
Bhattacharya, who were
students of the school in the
'50s, were the main attraction,
presentations of current
students like Pial, Sangeeta
Pal and Mousumi seemed no
less important to the cheerful
audience.
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The academyorganised the
cultural evening, to celebrate
its 111 years of glory and
heritage at the school pre-
mises. Beginning at 6pm, the
programme ended at
11:30pm on December 26.

[he evening began with
"Karna Kunti Sangbad"” where
young student Mousumi
Moitra played the role of Kunti
and Shukhen Mukhopadhyay
performed as Karna.

Former student Tarun
Kumar Das, a disciple of
Pundit Raghunath Das, and
music director of Rajshahi
Betar enthralled the audience
with his violin rendition while
his brother Arun Kumar Das
assisted him on the flute and
son Tarun Kumar Das on
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tabla.

Anup Bhartacharya sang
two songs and informed that
there are at least three artistes
from the academy who
worked at Swadhin Bangla

Time: 10am-12pm & 59pm

Betar Kendra during the
Liberation War. They are --
Rafiqul Alam, his elder
brother Sarwar Jahan and
Anup himself,

Rafiqul Alam came to the
stage with a Shyama Sangeet,
"Ma Tor Koto Rongo Dekhbo
Bol", which was his first stage
performance and it was at a
function at the school in the
early '60s.

Listening to the Shyama
Sangeet, one of Alam's teach-
ers expressed amazement and
blessed him saying, “You will
go a far way in music,”
recalled Alam,

Alam continued by say-
ing that the education sys-
tem of the Academy was
different where teachers
looked after every student
personally.

At the programme Alam
performed, "Ekti Doel Bon-e
Dakle", "Kobey Shadhur
Charan Dhuli", "Boishakhi
Megher Kachhe" and "Bhalo
AchhiBhalo Theko".

Photography Theatre

Exhibition Play: Hargoj

Title: Indla through the Troupe: Swapnadal

lenses of Alain Danielou Vmu: Experimental

and Raymond Bumier Theatre Hall

Venue: Allance Francalse ‘
Shilpakala Academy

gmhﬂha, 26, Mirpur Rd, Date: December 30

Date: December 21-31 Time: 7pm

Two day fair for
children in

Chapainawabganj

RABIUL HASAN,
Chapainawabgan|
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A two-day long 'Shishu Mela
ended at the bungalow of
Rohonpur municipality area
under Gomostapur upazila in
Chapainawabganj last Satur-
day.

District Information Office
of Chapainawabganj organ-
ised the fair with assistance of
Gomostapur upazila adminis-
tration. The programme was
aimed at generating aware-
ness in children's issues so
that they can grow up as wor-
thy citizens.

Lawmaker Ziaur Rahman
inaugurated the fair. Nazibul
Islam, additional deputy com-
missioner (rev) of
Chapainawabganj; Khurshid
Alam, chairman of Gomostapur
upazila parishad and Sardar
Aminul Islam, director of mass
communication department
and its deputy director Nizamul
Kabir were present as special
guests. Sazzadul Hasan, upazila
nirbahi officer presided over the
programme. Among others,
Wahiduzzaman, information
officer delivered the welcome
speech and a student Sohel
Rana also spoke on the occa-
slon.

Children from different
schools and kindergartens
along with their guardians and
teachers gathered at the fair
premises in the morning.
From there a large procession
paraded the streets with slo-
gans while playing musical
instruments.

Speakers said that the mela
would encourage the creativ-
ity of children, as well as initi-
ate an exchange of views,
boosting self-confidence.
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On the occasion of the 75th birth anniversary of writers Syed Shamsul Haq and Rabeya Khatun,
Bangla Academy arranged a discussion along with honouring the litterateur duo on December 27,
Noted writer Imdadul Haq Milon spoke on the life and works of Syed Shamsul Haq and poet Asad
Chowdhury discussed the life and works of Rabeya Khatun on the occasion. Cultural and literary
personalities Professor Zillur Rahman Siddiqui, poet Habibullah Siraji and others greeted the
litterateur duo. National Professor Kabir Chowdhury presided over the discussion. Mita Haq and
Khairul Anam Shakil performed at the programme. Managing Director of Impress Tele-film Ltd
Faridur Reza Sagar was also present among others.

Christmas celebrations in

Dinajpur

KONGKON KARMAKER, Dinajpur
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Fun and frolic marked Christmas celebrations
in the district. Christmas trees and balloons
were in evidence at churches and homes in
the district town and all 13 upazila headquar-
ters. Candles and Christmas carols added to
the spirit of the Yuletide. Churches were beau-
tifully decorated and people began making a
beeline for them from Christmas Eve.

The Dinajpur Missionary Church was
crowded with impeccably turned out devo-
tees who came to offer special prayers. The
pastor, who described Jesus Christ as an
apostle of peace, rendered select chapters
from the Holy Bible. He called upon the
members of the Christian community to
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coexist with camaraderie and brotherhood
o spread peace, tolerance and compassion
for fellow human beings.

After the sermon the congregation sang
traditional and new carols in Bangla.

When this correspondent visited vari-
ous areas of the town, he found gaily
decorated houses, terraces, gardens and
compound walls., Christmas trees, natu-
rally, found their place in every home
and garden.

Dining tables at every Christian household
remained flooded with cakes, sweets and
otherdishes on Christmas day.

Numerous popular restaurants had made
elaborate arrangements to serve sumptuous
meals, sweets, cakes and dips with music and
dance as accompaniments.
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