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[ramian security forces opened fire on
anti-government protesters in the capital
yesterday, killing at least four people in
the fiercest clashes in months, opposition
Web sites and witnesses said.

Thousands of opposition supporters
chanting “"Death to the dictator,” a refer-
ence to hard-line President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, defied officlal warnings of
a harsh crackdown on any protests coin-
ciding with a religious observance on
Sunday. Iranians were marking Ashoura,
commemorating the seventh-century
death in battle of one of Shia Islam’'s most
beloved saints.

Security forces tried but failed to dis-
perse protesters on a central Tehran street
with tear gas, charges by baton-wielding
officers and warning shots fired into the
air. They then opened fire directly at
protesters, killing at least three people,
said witnesses and the pro-reform Web
site Rah-e-Sabz.

Witnesses said one of the victims was
an elderly man who had a gunshotwound
to the forehead. He was seen being car-
ried away by opposition supporters with

blood covering his face.

The clashes marked the bloodiest
confrontation between protesters and
security forces since the height of the
unrest in the weeks after June's disputed
presidential election, The opposition says
Ahmadinejad won the June election
through massive vote fraud and that its
leader, Mir Hossein Mousavi, was the true
winner.

Reporters from foreign media organi-
zations were barred from covering the
demonstrations on Tehran's central
Engelab Street, or Revolution Street, and
the reports of deaths could not be inde-
pendently confirmed. Ambulance sirens
could be heard near the site of the pro-
tests.

The witnesses and opposition Web site
said angry protesters threw stones at
security forces and set dozens of their
motorbikes on fire. Police helicopters
circled overhead as clouds of black smoke
billowed into the sky over the capital.

Police had blocked streets leading to
the centre of the capital to try to prevent
thousands of people from joining the
protest. Still, many opposition supporters
managed to break the security wall.

Fierce clashes also broke out Sunday
between security forces and opposition
supporters in the cities of Isfahan and
Najafabad in central Iran, the Rah-e-Sabz
Web site said.

Cell phone services were down and
Internet connections were slowed to a
crawl, as has happened during most other
days of opposition protest in an apparent
government attempt to limit attention on
the events.

Opposition activists have held a series
of ant-government protests since the
death ofadissident cleric last week.

The Dec 20 death of the 87-year-old
Grand Ayatollah Hossein Ali Montazeri, a
sharp critic of Iran’s leaders, has given a
new push to opposition protests, which
have endured despite a heavy security
crackdown since the election.

His memorials have brought out not
only the young, urban activists who filled
the ranks of earlier protests, but also
older, more religious Iranians who
revered Montazeri on grounds of faith as
much as politics, Tens of thousands
marched in his funeral procession in the
holy city of Qom on Monday, many chant-
ingslogans against the government.
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Iranian opposition protesters flee durin
forces in central Tehran as thousands

Ashura, awebsite said.
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g clashes with security forces in Tehran yesterday. Four protesters were shot dead by security
of opposition supporters staged anti-government protests during the Shia mourning event of

AFP, Manila

6 drown in new Philippine
ferry disaster

the coast guard said.

coast guard reportsaid.
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Standing under a banner that reads in Arabic, "Oh Hussein" Iraqi Shia Muslim women watch a play and
procession marking the climax of the Ashura yesterday in the Sadr City neighbourhood of Baghdad. The
10-day Ashura rituals commemorate the killing of Imam Hussein (RA), a grandson of Prophet Hazrat
Mohammed (SM), by armies of the caliph Yazid in 680, in the southern Iraqi city of Karbala.

Violence as millions
mark Ashura in Iraq

AFP, Karbala

Millions of Shias across Iraq
yesterday joined ceremonies
marking the climax of solemn
Ashura rituals, marred by a
bomb attack on a procession
near Kirkuk that killed five
people.

Around three million peo-
ple thronged the streets of the
shrine city of Karbala in cen-
tral Iraq for the main rituals
commemorating the slaying
of the revered Imam Hussein
(RA) by the armies of the Sunni
caliph Yazid in 680, according
to provincial deputy governor
Nasaeef Jassim.

"Pilgrims have gathered in
the streets of the Old City of
Karbala to prepare for the final
part of the ceremonies,” said
Jassim, adding that among the
three million pilgrims were
some 105,000 worshippers
from foreign countries, mostly
from the Gulf but also includ-
ing Pakistan, Canada and
Tanzania.

He added that a total of six
million people had passed
through Karbala city during
the 10-day Ashura rituals, the
holiest days of the Islamic year
for Shias,

Karbala police chief
General Ali Jassim

Mohammed had earlier in the
week announced the deploy-
ment of around 25,000 police-
men and soldiers to secure the
commemoration ceremonies.

Violence elsewhere in the
country, however, took the
gloss off the largely peaceful
Karbala pilgrimage, which in
recent years has been attacked
by Sunni insurgents and dis-
rupted byintra-Shia fighting.

Police said that early on
Sunday a bomb ripped
through a procession marking
Ashura in the northern town of
Taza Kharmatu, near oil-rich
Kirkuk, killing five people and
wounding 19.

a few more of the missing,"

Commander Armand Balilo.

He noted that the ferry had sufficient life vests and life rafts
and that this may have allowed more of those on board to

Survive.

At least six people died and 20 were missing after a small inter-
island ferry sank in waters south of the Philippine capital, the
coastguard said yesterday, the second sea disasterin three days.
[he MV Baleno-9, carrying 88 passengers and crew, began
listing and went down just before midnight near Batangas City,

Ships in the area rescued 62 people. Six bodies were later
recovered by the coast guard and 20 were still unaccounted for, a

Passengers told the coast guard that the roll-on ferry began
taking on water from the bow ramp.
I'his "severely affected the stability of the vessel causing her
to badlylistand eventually sink," the coast guard report said.
Search vessels and aircraft have been dispatched to find any
more survivors in the area where the ferry went down.
"Hopefully, their flights will not be fruitless and they may find
said coast guard spokesman

UN chief fears for Gaza

one year after war

AFP, United Nations

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon said yesterday he
feared that the underlying
causes of Israel's deadly war
in the Hamas-run Gaza Strip
have still not been
addressed a year after the
onslaught.

"A year after the start of
‘Operation Cast Lead,’ the
Secretary General is deeply
concerned that neither the
iIssues that led to this con-
flict nor its worrying after-
math are being addressed,”
Ban said in a statement
posted on the UN website

on Sunday.

"The quality and quantity
of humanitarian supplies
entering Gaza is insuffi-
cient, broader economic
and reconstruction activity
is paralysed, and the people
of Gaza are denied basic
human rights,” he added.

"There is a sense of hope-
lessness in Gaza today for
1.5 million Palestinians, half
of whom are under eighteen
(years old). Their fate and
the well-being of Israelis are
intimately connected,” he
said.

Ban said a "fundamentally
different” approach to Gaza

was needed.

"The Secretary General
calls on Israel to end the unac-
ceptable and counter-
productive blockade of Gaza,
facilitate economic activity
and civilian reconstruction,
and fully respect and uphold
international law.

"He calls on Hamas to
bring an end to violence and
fully respect and uphold
international law.

"The Secretary General -

also calls on all Palestinians to
work for unity and elections
within the framework of the

legitimate Palestinian -

Authority.

Japan PM says moving

US base to Guam
'unreasonable’

AFP, Tokyo

Relocating a contentious US airbase from southern Japan to
Guam is "unreasonable” from the standpoint of national secu-
rity, Prime MinisterYukio Hatoyama told a radio programme.
Hatoyama said it would not be practical to shift the whole
base, which has been the subject of friction between Tokyo and
Washington, from Okinawa to the US-controlled Pacific Ocean

territory.

"Thinking realistically, it would be unreasonable to relocate
all its functions to Guam from the standpoint of deterrence,”
Hatoyamatold a Nippon Radio programme Saturday.

Six Ulfa leaders hold
nightlong meet in jail

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
Guwahati

Six arrested top leaders of the
outlawed United Liberation
Front of Asom (Ulfa), includ-
ing its chairman Arabinda
Rajkhowa, spent Saturday
night in a huddle in the
Guwahati Central Jail proba-
bly discussing strategies,
officials revealed.

After a Guwahati court

Saturday remanded Rajkhowa
and Ulfa deputy commander-
in-chief Raju Baruah to judi-
cial custody, the two leaders
shared the same prison cell
with four other senior mem-
bers of the outfit already
lodged in thejail.

The four are: Ulfa vice
president Pradeep Gogoi, self-
styled foreign secretary Sasha
Choudhury, finance secretary
Chitraban Hazarika and pub-

licity chief Mithinga Daimary.
According to Guwahati jail
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sources, the six separatist .

leaders shared the same cell
and spentthe better part of the

night in a huddle - all of them
looked at ease and comfort-

able. They kept talking

animatedly.

Some felt that it was proba-
bly a government strategy. to
allow the six Ulfa leaders to
meet inside the jail.

Phlllpplne rebels
burn school
AFP, Manila
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