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Images that speak

Remembering Naib Uddin Ahmed

TAKIR HOSSAIN
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I was first introduced to vet-
eran photographer Naib
Uddin Ahmed in mid-2003 at
his younger brother Dr.
Nowazesh Ahmed's resi-
dence on Green Road. At the
time, he was very frail but
could speak articulately.
Whenever he visited Dhaka,
he would stay with his
brother. | met him a number
of times and had discussions
with him on a range of issues.
As a man, he was liberal and
believed in secularism. He
was also very scholarly.
Within a few days of our
acquaintance, he sent me
some photos from Manikganj
where he used to live. The
images feature the untainted
charms of rural Bangladesh.
One of those images high-
lights the life of a young peas-
ant. Naib Uddin's photo-
graphs tell us many stories,
which are familiar but his
technique and style were
unconventional and unparal-
leled. Characters are the
prime concern in most of his
images. His photos also delin-
eate our soclo-economic,
political and cultural states.

Naib Uddin Ahmed

Naib Uddin always said.
When Naib Uddin was a
child, he wanted to be a painter.
He liked to draw and make clay
dolls. In 1941, one of his mater-
nal uncles gave him a baby
brownie camera from Calcutta
(now Kolkata). Thus his interest

in photography grew. He devel-
oped the films himself.

After his matriculation,
Naib Uddin gained admission
at Calcutta Islamia College in
1943. During that time, he
had the opportunity to meet
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman,
Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin
and Patua Quamrul Hassan.

After the Partition in 1947,
Naib Uddin returned to his
village and contemplated
pursuing photography profes-
sionally. In 1951, he joined the
Public Health Department as
an artist. Afterwards he joined
the newly founded
Agricultural University as the
chiefphotographerin 1961.

Until the Liberation War,
Naib Uddin was better known
for his landscapes. In his

snaps he focused on the
typical rural elements like
boats, river banks, mustard
and corn fields, herds of cows,
oarsmen, fishermen, chil-
dren, potters, women and
green horizons. Wheel,
plough, cloud, boat etc have
been regularly used as motifs
in his photographs. “When
our labourers and farmers
work, they do it in their own
style. There is a beauty init. In
my images, | tried to articu-
late the passion and excite-
ment of the working people,”
said Naib Uddin.

In 1971, Naib Uddin risked
his life to take many photo-
graphs of the war. The images
are poignant and bring to life
the brutality of that time,
These images now survive as
documents of the Liberation
War. Naib Uddin was so upset
by the cruelty of the Pakistani
army that since then the pio-
neering photographer put
away his camera.

Naib Uddin regretted not
being able to publish a book
on his photographs. He enter-
tained the hope that the
photographs be preserved
with the help of the govern-
mentoranyorganisation,

Recently, with his demise,

Shah Rukh among 500
most influential Muslims

Being one of the most successful stars
in Bollywood brings with itself loads of
accolades and awards. This time Shah
Rukh Khan finds himself in the august
company of former Indian President

Dr. AP] Abdul Kalam and

ning composer AR Rahman. The trio
has been included in the
500 most influential Muslims in the
released by Georgetown

world'
University, USA.

The actor has been included in the
‘Arts and Culture' segment of the list
and has been lauded for "campaigning
for better relations between India's
Muslim and Hindu communities.”
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Asolo artexhibition featuring works of
Sheikh Abu Naim Deepu is now on in
Maulvibazar at the Dr. Syed Mujtaba
Ali Auditorium. The exhibition will
continue til December 30. Portraits of
eminent personalities including
Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi Nazrul
Islam, Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay,
Jibanananda Das,
Madhusudan Dutt, Bishnu Dey, Dr.
Syed Mujtaba Ali and Baul Shah Abdul
Karim are highlights of the exhibition.

Michael

Deepu’s solo art exhibition in
Maulvibazar

Visitors at the exhibition.
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Shangram
Bangla feature
film directed
by Chashi
Nazrul Islam
Cast:
Suchanda,
Khashru,
Nutan
Source: Laser
Vision
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Panjabiwala
Telefilm written
and directed by
Suman Anwar
Cast: Joya
Ahsan, Fazlur
Rahman Babu
Source: G-Series
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