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20th Anniversary of
His Majesty the Emperor's
Accession to the Throne

N 7 January 1989, upon the demise
O of Emperor Hirohito (posthu-

mously Emperor Showa), His
Majesty Emperor Akihito acceded to the
throne as the 125th Emperor of Japan. The
Ceremony of Enthronement was held at the
Imperial Palace on 12 November 1990, From
abroad, representatives of 158 countries,
including monarchs, heads of state, and the
heads of two international organizations

attended the ceremony.

January 7 of this year marked the 20th
anniversary of His Majesty the Emperor's
Accession to the Throne. The ministries and
agencies concerned, including the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Japan, planned to orga-
nize various events to celebrate the 20th
Anniversary, of His Majesty the Emperor's

dents.

Accession to the Throne.

We would like to take this opportunity to
introduce activities carried out by the
Imperial Family to foster friendly relations
with foreign countries.

The Imperial Family, including His
Majesty the Emperor, facilitates the foster-
ing of good relations on an international
level through visits to other countries and
by receiving foreign monarchs and presi-

They also receive other foreign dignitar-
ies or leading figures from abroad, exchange
correspondence and telegrams with foreign
heads of state, dispatch representatives to
foreign countries on the occasion of celebra-
tion or sorrow, and receive diplomatic mis-
sions residing in Japan.

Hokkaido, the land of the pure nature

OKKAIDO s easyto
spot in the map of
Japan: Among the

four major islands that cre-
ate the Japanese archipel-
ago, Hokkaido is located the

northern most. This dia-
mond-shaped island has a
different geography from
the rest of the country. While
most of Japan is character-
ized with highly industrial-
ized urban cities with dense
population and hilly coast-
lines, Hokkaido is tremen-
dously open and has a remi-
niscence of the vast North
American ' geography: With
serene rich nature and open
land, Hokkaido serves both

to agriculture and tourism.
Harsh winter makes
Hokkaido the winter sports
heaven: With the superior
quality of dry powder snow
and the open geography,
Hokkaido is the best ski
regions in Asia, and as
proved with the Winter
Olympic Games in Sapporo
in 1972, Hokkaido's resort
development has been very
successful and recognized as
the top quality in the world.
Surrounded by different
cold currents from the
Pacific Ocean, Okhotsuk Sea
and the' Sea  of Japan,
Hokkaido produces nearly
one quarter of the national

seafood catch, and signifi-
cantly contributes to the
country's culinary industry
that traditionally requires
high quality fresh seafood.
Taking advantage of the flat
and wide landscape,
Hokkaido establishes the
breadbasket of Japan: The
wide prairie and the cooler
climate are recognized as
perfect for forestry, rice,
vegetable and dairy farming.
Forestry in particular, takes
almost half of the entire area
of Hokkaido, and is what
makes Hokkaido so rich in

N behalf of the “Japa-
nese Universities
Alumni Assocliation in

Bangladesh (JUAAB)”, I would
like to extend heartfelt felici-
tations and congratulations to
His Majesty Emperor Akihito
of Japan on the auspicious
occasion of his 76th birthday
which also coincides with the
20th anniversary of his acces-
sion to the throne and the
50th anniversary of his happy
weding with Empress
Michiko.

We do have the very fond
memory of their majesties’' short
visit to Bangladesh in 1975 as
Crown Prince Akihito and
Princess Michiko. At that time,
my wife had the rare opportunity

wild life and virgin nature,

Intheworld's spotlight
Shiretoko: This small penin-
sula in the eastern Hokkaido
that extends into the
Okhotsk Sea is the great
example of how Hokkaido
maintains the great nature
and the comfortable human
life. Shiretoko Peninsula is
covered with untouched
forest, and along with the
precipitous coastline and
the volcanic central area,
this is the home of varieties

of having an audience (as a mem-

ber of the Japanese community
in Bangladesh) with their majes-
ties. After long 29 years, my wife
and 1 had again the golden
opportunity to have an audience
with His Majesty Emperor
Akihito on 3rd November, 2004 at
the imperial palace in Tokyo
when | was decorated with the
“Order of the Rising Sun -- Gold &
Silver Rays” by the Govt. of Japan.
Both of these occasions will be
remembered and cherished by us
forever.

We are told that whenever a
Prime Minister of Bangladesh
made a courtesy call on His
Majesty Emperor Akihito, he was
very kind and sympathetic to the
people of this country, His
Magesty's true feeling for
Bangladesh was indeed reflected

in the very friendly actions of the
Govt. of Japan during the last
three decades as a dynamic devel-
opment partner of this country.
The contribution of Japan for
human resources development
in many countries including
Bangladesh deserves special
appreciation. So far, more than
3000 people from Bangladesh
received higher education in
Japan and another 3000
received short-term training in
areas of national
importance. The returned
alumni of Japan have already
established different alumni
associations including JUAAB
in order to promote and
strengthen the bond of friend-

different

activities. These alumni societ-
ies may be considered as per-
manent bridges between our
two countries.

During the recent past, aca-
demic and research linkages
have been established between
several Universities of Japan and
Bangladesh. The members of
JUAAB sincerely expect that the
number of such linkages along
with exchange of experts should
increase significantly during the
days to come.

Let me now stop here by say-
ing “Long Live Bangladesh and
Japan”
Bangladesh-Japan Friendship”!

Prof. Dr. AKM Moazzem

and “Long Live

ship between Bangladesh and
Japan through a wide range of

Hussain
President, JUAAB

Lake Toya

IBCCI

Industry (JBCCI)

1. Uttara Motors Limited

3. Haq's Bay Automobiles Ltd.

10 Toka Ink Bangladesh Ltd,
11. Navana Limited

14. Eastern Motors Ltd.
15. Uttara Automobiles Ltd.

16. Aftab Automobiles Ltd.
17. Juki Bangladesh Ltd.

18. YKK Bangladesh Pte Ltd.
19. “K” Line Bangladesh Ltd.
20. Rahim Rahman & Agha
21. Limo Electronics Ltd.

22. NYK Line (Bangladesh) Ltd.
23. Magnum Marketing Ltd.
24. KAFCO

28, Nippon Academy
29. Rangs Electronics Ltd

32. BJIT Limited

33. Jennys Shoes Lid.
34. Otobi Ltd.

35. Contech Limited

2. ITOCHU Corporation, Dhaka Office

4. Bangladesh AOTS Alumni Society (BAAS)
5. Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO)
6. Sumitomo Corporation, Dhaka Branch

7. Marubeni Corporation, Dhaka Office

8. Mitsui & Co. India Pvt. Ltd. Dhaka Branch
9. Mitsubishi Corporation, Dhaka Office

12. Pacific Bangladesh Telecom Ltd.
13. Axiata (Bangladesh) Limited (AKTEL)

25. Guif Environmental Technologies Ltd.
26. Japan Bank for International Cooperation
27. Millennium Information Solution Ltd.

30. Evereft Bangladesh Private Ltd.
31. The Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ, Ltd.

Our Heartiest Felicitations to His Majesty
Emperor AKIHITO
on the occasion of his 76" Birthday

Japan-Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and

iIs committed to serve the business community of Japan and
Bangladesh at every step of promoting trade and investment

MEMBERS OF JBCCI

50. Abul Khair Limited

51. Pacific Associates Ltd.

52. Overseas Trade Link

57. Car Max

53. Premier Bank Limited
54. Flora Limited

55. Q & Q Trading Ltd.

56. Hara Leather Products

58. E & C Manufacturing Ltd.

59. Bay Foot Wear Ltd.
60. Prime Bank Limited

61. Leatherex Footwear Industries Ltd.
62. Cosmic Jute and Leather Industries Ltd.

63. Rieko Printing and Packaging (Pvt.) Ltd.
64. Highspeed Shipbuilding & Heavy
Engineering Co. Ltd.

65. Miura International (BD) Ltd.

66. Bangladesh Steel Re-Rolling Mills Ltd.
67. Pacific Motors Ltd.

68. Arab Bangladesh Bank Limited

69. R

ogress Boeki Co. Ltd.

70. Morimoto Singapore Pte Ltd. Bangladesh
Liaison Office

71. Bannichi Enterprise Ltd.

72. X-Press Printing & Packaging

73. Op-seed Co. (BD) Ltd.

74, MULTI FREIGHT LIMITED
75. Sail International Ltd.
76. K. K. Automobiles

77. Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel
78. Shell Corporation Bangladesh
79. Galaxy World Logistics Ltd.

80. Eco Inamon Fashions Ltd.

81. BBJ Leather Goods Lid.

82. The Bengal Tours Lid.

83. Uniglo Co. Ltd. Dhaka Liaison Office
84. Nippon Kalji Kyokai Dhaka Office

36. Nippon Auto Trading

37. Brother International Singapore Pte Ltd.
38. Falguni Trade Intenational

39. Chattagram AOTS Alumni Society (CAAS)
40. Pacific Jeans Ltd.

41. Meenhar Seafoods Lid.

42, Bengal Fisheries Limited

43, Pegasus Sewing Machine Pte Ltd.

44. PHP Steels Limited

45, Bashundhara Steel Complex Limited
46. Remex Corporation Ltd.

47. Eastern Electron (B) Ltd.

48. Rahimafrooz Distribution Limited

49. Rangs Limited

85. ARTEC-JAPAN BANGLA LTD.

86. JAPAN BMK Industrial Developers Ltd,

87. Jupiter Logistics (Bangladesh) Co. Ltd.
88. NOVO CARGO SERVICES LTD.

89. Yurika Food & Beverage Ltd.

90. REL Motors Ltd.

91. White Products & Electronics Ltd.

92. Golden Harvest Logistics Ltd.

93. Akij Footwear Ltd.

94. Pacific Quality Control Centre Lid.

95. Nippon Express Singapore Pte Ltd.
86. Matin Spinning Mills Ltd. (DBL Group)
97. Gofran Trade Agency

Contact JBCCI

Sharif Plaza (3" Floor), 39, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka. Phone/Fax: 8860105
Email: jbeci@citech-bd.com

of migrant birds and marine
species, some of whom are
classified as endangered.
Because of the rich natural
habitats, Shiretoko has a
perfect natural food chain
among them, which is
becoming rarer in the recent
years. Yet, Shiretoko is the
home of several fishing
villages and this peninsula
accomplishes the perfect
cohabitation of human and
natural lives.

For the successful human
and natural cohabitation,
Shiretoko Peninsula has
become UNESCO’'s World
Natural Heritage Site in
2005, and since then the
Peninsula has been working
on the environmental main-
tenance such as garbage
removal and regulating the
eco tourism.

Lake Toya: Respecting
this tremendous nature and
the extensive effort to main-
tain the environment, the
annual summit meeting of
the Group of Eight (G8
Summit) selected Hokkaido
for the 2008 meeting. At the
beautiful summer lakeshore
of Lake Toya, the national
leaders from the eight
advanced nations gather for
global issue, and with the
particular focus on the
recent global climate
changes as the major topics,
the Summit picked this
beautiful lakeshore site for
the 2008 meeting because of
the untouched natural
beauty of Lake Toya in
southwestern Hokkaido.

The lake is formed by the
volcanic crater, and among
several lakes in Hokkaido,
Lake Toya is known for the
lake that doesn't freeze
during the harsh Arctic
winter weather because of
its 590 feet depth. Not to
mention scattering hot
spring spots around the
Lake, the magnificent view
of the volcanic mountain
both in the blue sky and of
the reflection in the water
are breathtaking, represent-
ing Hokkaido's rich land-
scape,

To introduce the local
culture and nature to the G8
Summit visitors, Japan
National Tourist
Organization opens the
Japan information booth
during the Meetings.

Culture in Hokkaido

Summer Festivals: Because
of the long, dark and harsh
winter, people in Hokkaido
enjoy the short summer with
festivities. Just around the
time of this year's G8
Summit, Hokkaido is busy
with festivals all over region.

Lake Toya is the venue of
spectacular fireworks from
April through October,
which illuminate the quiet
glassy water surface of Lake
Toyaeverynight,

Furano, the large ski
resort area that is becoming
larger with tourist from
overseas in recent years, is
also the large destinations
for several summer festivals.
Furano's mountains, which
serve as the world class ski
areas inwinter, are the major
camping and hiking venues
for outdoorsy adventurers
from all over the world. Mt.
Nishidake and Mt.
Furanodake open for the
summer hiking courses in
the early June, and provide

shuttle bus service to hikers
between the nearest train
station and the trailhead of
the mountains.

Furano's large flower
fields are also the major
attraction in summer: The
region’s largest festival is
at the lavender farms in
Kami-Furano (Upper
Furano), starting late July
with the lavenders
stretching all the way to
the horizon. Hokkaido's

' typical‘id'yllic scenic route

also runs through Furano.

Summer Feslivals

Along the Route 237 are
the continuous flower
farms and the fields of
different colors continue
as you drive. The yellow of
sun flowers shines against
the pure blue sky in sum-
mer.

Equestrian Culture:
Horses were brought to
Hokkaido during the
development era by the
Japanese explores in the
late 19th century.
Introduced for the agricul-
tural development in

Hokkaido, horses have
been taking major roles in
people’s life, and a unique
horse race has been born
in Hokkaido, the largest
thoroughbred country in
Japan.

Banei Horse Racing is the
200 meter race of the draft
horses that are double sized
as normal thoroughbreds,
pulling an iron sled. To com-
pete not only in speed but
also in power and endurance
of horses, the ground has a
few humps. The beauty of
Banei Horse Racing is the
proximity to the horses on
the track: Since horses run
slower pulling an iron sled,
people cheer up the horse
right by the race tracks. This
shows the origin of Banei
Horse Racing that came
from the very severe condi-
tions in Hokkaido around
the 1900, when pioneers
started settling down in
Hokkaido. The vast open
land of Hokkaido later

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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