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MSC champs after stunning finale

his counterpart,
But the real hero was none other than Navedul

Hasan because the Pakistani actually snatched the

ball 29 with four sixes, made sure of the thr::?e-wicket
win. This was the perfect finish to a domestic season,
which has produced some quality games and in the
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Cricket League title in eight years.

In a humdinger of a match at the Sher-e-Bang]a
National Stadium in Mirpur, Mohammedan captain
Khaled Mashud edged a last ball boundary to send
the Motijheel outfit into raucous celebrations .and
condemn Abahani to defeat after three champion-
ships on the trot.

But the 10,000 strong crowd was wowed most l:y
the sensational hitting of Navedul Hasan whose 17-

faced with the next delivery. The Pakistani all-rounder
then retook his guard to smash the Bangladesh stand-
in captain for two consecutive sixes and a four off the
next three deliveries before sneaking a single of the last
ball. With 18 off the penultimate over, Mohammedan

needed 16 from the final over.
Shakib had no other choice than bring on a slow
SEE PAGE 18 COL 2

uired three runs to tie the match for champi-
:::E::ll]::? from the last delivery off Mohammed
Rafique to achieve the target of 274 runs. |
And lady luck was in favour of the former :.muunal
captain as the ball sneaked through the third man
after kissing the edge of his bat. However, much of lhe
blame should go to Shakib Al Hasan, who surpris-
ingly setup a close-in fielding to create the chance for

THE CLASS OF 2009: Players of Mohammedan Sporting Club celebrate their Premier League triumph after along gap of eight years while thei

final against Abahani at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium yesterday.
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r captain Khaled Mashud (R) takes a flight to the heavens after his one-stroke brilliance; afour of the last ball in the nail-biting virtual

Lady luck plays her hand

League moved
to Kamalapur
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V-Day hockey

Bhasani Hockey Stadium

Biman 2nd

wickets at Fatullah to make sure they were in with a

Former Pakistan captain
Younus Khan returned to first-
class cricketon Monday aftera
month-long absence, raising

Younus pulled out of
Pakistan's New Zealand tour

hopes for a swift international
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yesterday.

Both Army and BKSP are
now level with four points
each playing three outings,
two points less than leaders
Bangladesh Hockey
Federation XI, who have six
points from two matches.

After the barren first half,
Army went ahead in the 48th
minute with Jamal Khan
converting a penalty comer
and five minutes later Sirajul
Islam doubled the margin
through afield goal.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5

shout, and the result of the big match at Sher-e-Bangla went in
their favour which meant Biman edged Abahani out on head-to-
head record for the second spot.

- It was a team-effort from Biman that saw them chase down a
challenging total of 221 set by CCS with ample overs and wickets
left. Two half-centuries and two more near-ones turned it into
an easy chase for Sanwar Hossain's boys.

National team's wicketkeeper Mushfiqur Rahim and promis-
ing batsman Avishek Mitra laid the foundation putting on 85
runs for the first wicket in 15 overs. Mushfiqur played an aggres-
sive knock as he collected 55 off just 47 deliveries while his part-
nergot3l,

After the two departed, two more cheap dismissals followed
to reduce Biman to 125 for 4 in 26 overs. But the next two bats-
men, Elias Sunny and Sri Lankan recruit Hashanta Fernando

SEE PAGE 18 COL 6

in November citing poor form,
and said he needed a break
from international cricket.

He last took the field in the
third and final one-dayer
against New Zealand at Abu
Dhabi on November 9.
Younus, who hit a triple cen-
tury against Sri Lanka in
February, managed just 22
runs against the Kiwis and
Pakistan lost2-1.

Younus also stepped down
as captain, arguing he had
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Jadeja jolts Lanka
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India's stand-in-captain Virender Sehwag (L) congratulates four-wicket hero Ravindra Jadeja during
the third one-day international against Sri Lanka at the Barabati Stadium in Cuttack yesterday.




