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INTERNATIONAL

Suu Kyi lawyers appeal

Imran calls for mid-term
polls in Pakistan

Major parties reject demand, PPP vows 1o stay put

ANI, Islamabad

may include asking the beneficiaries of the

The call for fresh general elections in
Pakistan by Pakistan Tehrik-i-Insaal chief
Imran Khan in the wake of the Supreme
Court's verdict against the NRO has been
rejected by all major political parties in the

country.

Almost all-important parties, including
the PML, are of the view that mid-term polls
are not a solution to the political crisis being

faced by the country.

Ihe Dawn quoted Pakistan Muslim
League-N spokesman Ahsan Igbal, as
saying thathis party would fully support the
Pakistan People's Party government in
completingits constitutional term.

Instead of holding mid-term polls, he
said, the PPP leadership should take realis-
tic steps to resolve various issues, which

courts.

CAases.

National Reconciliation Ordinance to step
down and get their names cleared by

Iqbal also criticised the PPP for failing to
introduce an agreed accountability law in
two years, adding that matters could get out
of hands if an impartial commission was
not set up soon to handle all corruption

Meanwhile, Jamaat-i-Islami chief Syed
Munawar Hasan pointed out that mid-term
polls would only help to bring another US
ally to power after the ouster off a govern-
ment thatsacrificed national interests.

"People should rally around our 'Go
America, go' campaign to force US forces 1o
quit the region so that future elections can
bringaboutareal change,” he said.

Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam secretary general

Abdul Ghafoor Haider said the government
should ask the NRO beneficlaries to step
down Instead of giving an impression of

confrontation with the judiciary,

He said that if a change was necessary it
could be brought about inside parliament,
instead of through fresh polls,

On the other hand Pakistan Punjab
Governor Salmaan Taseer has said that no

leaders from Pakistan's People's Party

would resign from government over mere
allegations, and added that they would
continue to hold their constitutional posts
until proven guilty.

"Allegations have been levelled against
leaders of the PML-N and other political
parties, their cases are pending in courts,
Allegations will keep surfacing, but the
government will continue its work," the
Daily Times quoted Taseer, as saying.

against her house arrest

AFP, Yangon

Myanmar's supreme court began hearing an appeal yesterday
against the extended house arrest of detained opposition leader
and pro-democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi.

The 64-year-old Suu Kyl was ordered in August to spend
another 18 months in detention after being convicted over an
incident in which a US man swam to her house, A lower court
rejected an initial appeal in October.

During the hearing at the courtinYangon, which lasted about
90 minutes, Suu Kyi's legal team argued that her conviction was
legally unsound, according to her main lawyer KyiWin.

I'he judges later posted a notice in the court allowing the case
to proceed. They were expected to call back the defence team
and the prosecution to give further arguments at a later date,

"As lawyers we have to hope for the best. We are always hop-
ing,” Kyl Win said. If the case s rejected, it is thought that they
would have to appeal directly to the military government to try

to get the conviction overturned.

The Nobel peace laureate, who is detained at her lakeside
mansion in Yangon, did not attend the hearing and journalists
were barred. Witnesses said security was tight at the court, with
plain-clothed policemen patrolling the area.

Myanmar's military rulers have kept Suu Kyi in detention for
14 of the last 20 years, since they refused to recognise the land-
slide win by her National League for Democracy in the country's

lastdemocratic elections in 1990,

PHOTO: AFP
This photo taken on November 4, shows Myanmar democracy
icon Aung San Suu Kyi following a meeting with US Assistant
Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Kurt Campbell
(back R) at a hotel in Yangon. Lawyers for Suu Kyi filed an appeal
against her extended house arrest sentence on Monday at the
country’s Supreme Court.
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PHOTO: AFP

After a miraculous recovery from surgery, formerly conjoined Bangladeshi twins Krishna (left) and
Trishna are released from Royal Children's Hospital, Melbourne yesterday, a day before their birth-

day. (Storyonpage1)

Order to keep Islamabad
mosques closed at night

ANI, Islamabad

In the wake of a fragile security
situation in the country, the
Pakistan Government has
ordered all mosques in
[slamabad to be closed after Esha
prayers to ensure that terror
suspects don't stay in them at
night.

Pakistan's Interior Minister
Rehman Malik conveyed the
decision to the Ulema after talk-
ing part in a rally in Islamabad on
Sunday to promote religious
harmonyduringMuharram.

According to the Dawn, the
orders would be implemented in
Islamabad, butitmay be followed
in other parts of the country by
provincial governments.

The paper quoted
Islamabad’'s Deputy
Commissioner Amir Ali Ahmed,
as saying that the Ulema had
assured the government that they
would keep mosques locked after
Esha prayers and reopen them for
Fajrprayers.

"It is feared that suspects
can hide in mosques at night
and carry out their nefarious
designs (terrorism activities)
in the day time," the official
said.

The possibility of any
suspect staying in mosques at
night has increased after the
local administration decided
to keep a close watch on the
clients of hotels, inns and
guesthouses.

UN calls for restraint

Nepali Maoist strike turns violent

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
Kathmandu

An alarmed UN called for
restraint as the general strike
enforced by Nepal's former
Maoist guerrillas entered the
second day Monday amidst
reports of widespread vio-
lence.

Police said 72 protesters were
arrested and almost an equal
number of people, including
security forces, injured while
more than a dozen vehicles were
vandalised and shops and

industriesattacked.

Nepal's Prime Minister
Madhav Kumar Nepal, who
returned from the Copenhagen
climate summit Sunday, headed
for a hospital in the capital to
enquire about the condition ofa
deputy superintendent of police,
Dilli Chaudhary, who sustained
serious head injuries during
clashes andis said to bein critical
condition after an emergency
operation.

"I call on all groups to exercise
restraint, to avoid provocation
and to reduce tension through

dialogue," the UN's top human
rights official in Nepal, Richard
Bennett, said in a press state-
ment.

Bennett, who heads the
Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights in Nepal, said the dis-
play of violence was 'some of
the worst on the streets of
Kathmandu for several years,
perhaps since Jana Andolaan-
[I (the pro-democracy pro-
tests against deposed king
Gyanendra's army-backed
reignin 2006)".

Lanka seizes Tiger ship

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's military said
Monday it had seized a
cargo ship suspected of being
an arms smuggling vessel
used by the defeated Tamil
Tiger rebels at an undisclosed
foreign port.

Navy spokesman Captain
Athula Senarath said the 90-
metre (300-feet) long Princess
Christina had been captured at
a foreign port but refused to
reveal the location or identify
the country.

"We can't say from where we
seized the ship, but we deployed

our own crew and brought it to
Sri Lankan territorial waters,”
hesaid.

Sri Lanka's navy last year
claimed it had destroyed a fleet
of 10 gun-running ships oper-
ated by the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) which was finally
defeated in May after a 37-year
conflict.

The groups new interna-
tional representative, Selvarasa
Pathmanathan, was taken into
custody in August, three
months after security forces
claimed victory over the
rebels.

Alcohol is as
dangerous as
LSD, ecstasy

ANI, Wellington

Alcohol can be as fatal as LSD
and ecstasy, according to an
expert.

Leading addiction special-
ist and University of Otago
professor Doug Sellman
claims liquor is as bad as
heroin and GHB in terms of
dangersrelated toit.

He mentioned that even
cannabis and ecstasy are not
so dangerous in comparison.

Taliban in suicide vests
attack Atghan city

They seize building, spark gun battle: 3 killed

AFP, AP, Khost

Five militants armed with
guns and suicide vests attacked
a building in an eastern Afghan
city early yesterday; officials
said, sparking a battle with
police that left at least three of
the attackersdead.

The militants seized the
building near police headquar-
ters in Gardez, capital of eastern
Paktia province, at about 10:00
am (0530 GMT) and began
firing at security forces as they
surrounded the building, an
official said.

The Taliban claimed respon-
sibility for the assault, which
was still continuing at midday
with police and two remaining
gunmen firing at each other in
central Gardez, the capital of
eastern Paktia province.

The assailants stormed a
building near a police station
shortly before 10 am, said pro-
vincial government spokesman
Rahullah Samon. He said three of
the attackers died in the fighting
one of them wearing a suicide
vest thatdetonated.

Eastern Afghanistanis one of
the worst flashpoints of vio-
lence in the Taliban-led insur-
gency, which is now atits blood-
iest since US-led troops ousted
the country's Taliban regime in

late2001.

"It's now over. They were five
people and three of them have
been killed," the provincial
police chief, General Azizuddin
Wardak, told AFP. Three civil-
ians, including a woman, plus a
police officer were wounded, he
added.

A purported Taliban spokes-
man, speaking from an
unknown location, said the
[slamist militia carried out the
operaton.

General Wardak said earlier
that four militants were killed
but said subsequent checks
showed that two of the four were
wounded civilians.

The militants were armed
with rifles, rocket launchers and
grenades, and were wearing
bomb-packed suicide vests, the
police chiefsaid.

Their bombs went off under
police fire, he said. He did not
give further details, saying the
incidentwas beinginvestigated.

Security forces surrounded
the residential apartment block
about 200 metres (yards) from
a quick reaction police unit, he
said.

Coordinated gun and sui-
cide attacks, usually targeting
Afghan government officials
and security installations, have
become increasingly frequent.
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DHAKA ELECTRIC SUPPLY COMPANY LTD.

Visit us at : www.desco.org.bd

Invitation for Bids

favour of Dhaka Electric Supply Company Lid. Late bid shall

Loan No. 2332-BAN: Sustainable Power Sector Development Project (SPSDP)
ICB No. 05/2009 for the Procurement of Transformer Protection Equipment

1 The People's Republic of Bangladesh has applied for loan from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) toward the cost of “"Sustainable Power
Sector Davelopment Project” and it Is intended that pan of the proceeds of this loan will be applied 1o eligible payments under the contract
for which this Invitation For Bids (IFB) is issued.

2 Dhaka Electric Supply Company Ltd., (DESCO) now inviles sealed B
supply and delivery of 400 Volt Moulded Case Circuit Breaker with enclosure under Lot-C (Group-2) of Package-3. (Details and
specifications are provided in the Bidding Document)

7  Intemational competitive bidding will be conducted in accordance with ADB's Single-Stage Two-Envelop bidding procedure and is open o
all bidders from eligible source countnes.

4 Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from DESCO and inspect the Bidding Document at the address given below from
10.30 am to 3.30 pm on all working days.

5 The Bidding Document, in English Language, may be purchased by
address below mantioning the requested delivery procedure and upon payment o
only. The method of payment will be in the form of Demand Draft or Pay Order in
for this Bidding Document. The delivery procedure is by surface mail or couner of hand delivery for lo
by airmail for overseas delivery for an additional fee of US$S 150. No liability will be accepted for

| be available from the Head Office of DESCO on all working days from the dates shown in

sold on the day fixed for opening of bids.

6 Bid must be delivered to the address on of
in the amount specified below In

ids from eligible Bidders from the member countries of ADB for the

interested Bidders on the submission of a written application to the
f non-refundable fee of Tk. 5,000/= (Taka Five thousand)
favour of Dhaka Electric Supply Company Ltd., (DESCO)
cal delivery (no additional cost) and
loss or late delivery. Bidding Document will
the following table. No Bidding Document will be

before the closing date and time as mentioned below. Bid must be accompanied by a bid security
be considered as rejected. The Technical

NEWS IN BRIEF |

[ragi minister
jailed for graft

AFP, Baghdad

An Iraqi minister responsible
for Baghdad Airport was sen-
tenced to eight years in prison
for trying to extort 500,000
dollars from a security firm for
a contract, a judicial official
said yesterday:.

"Adnan al-Obeidi was sen-
tenced on Thursday to eight
years in prison for corruption by
Rusafa criminal court” in
Baghdad, the official said, speak-
ingon condition ofanonymity.

Iraqg's IntaRTiLy
Commission announced on
September 3 that Obeidi, a
deputy transport minister,
had been arrested.

50 hurt as Zagreb

CLIMATE SUMMIT

Britain blames China
for 'farcical' talks

AFP, London

British Prime Minister Gordon
Brown yesterday accused
countries of holding the UN
climate summit to ransom as
bitter recriminations swirled
over the outcome of the nego-
tiations.

Summit host, Danish
Prime Minister Lars Loekke
Rasmussen, admitted leaders
had been left with too much to
do by their negotiators while
Britain said the meeting had
lurched into farce and pointed
the finger of blame at China.

Brown warned that lessons
must be learned from the way
the negotiations were carried
out.

"Never again should we
face the deadlock that threat-
ened to pull down those talks.
Never again should we let a
global deal to move towards a
greener future be held to
ransom by only a handful of
countries,” he said.

While Brown refrained
from naming countries, his
climate change minister Ed
Miliband said China had led a

group of countries that "hi-
jacked” the negotiations
which had at times presented
"a farcical picture to the pub-
lic”.

The agreement finally put
together by a select group of
leaders set no target for green-
house-gas emissions cuts and
is not legally binding -- omis-
sions Miliband blamed on
Beijing.

"We did not get an agree-
ment on 50 percent reduc-
tions in global emissions by
2050 or on 80 percent reduc-
tions by developed countries,”
Miliband wrote in The
Guardian newspaper.

"Both were vetoed by
China, despite the support of
a coalition of developed and
the vast majority of develop-
ing countries.” Miliband's
aides told The Guardian that
Sudan, Bolivia and other left-
wing Latin American govern-
ments were included in the
criticism.

China, the,K world's top
polluter, resisted pressure for
outside scrutiny of its emis-
sions. It has given the warmest

welcome to the accord.

"With the efforts of all
parties, the summit yielded
significant and positive
results,” Foreign Minister Yang
Jiechisaid in a statement.

France's Prime Minister
Francois Fillon, on a visit to
Beijing, trod delicately but he
showed Europe's frustration
with the outcome.

"France, like all of the
European Union, would have
wanted the Copenhagen
Accord to go a bit further,” he
said, while adding that the
agreement should serve as a
stepping stone for a more
comprehensive agreement.

His comments echoed
those of US President Barack
Obama who acknowledged
that all of the world's polluters
would quickly have to do more
after the "extremely difficult
and complex negotiations"
needed in Copenhagen.

Rasmussen, who came in
for widespread criticism over
his stewardship of the summit
of around 130 leaders, said the
agreement was "better than
nothing".
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Jalalabad Gas Transmission and Distribution System Ltd

(CTRRIE 930 CFT=NAT)

Ref. No: JG/Debpur/Orifice Meter/2009/463

Date: 17 December, 2009

International Tender: Extension of Closing Date

Jalalabad Gas T&D System Ltd invited intemational tender for Supply, Installation, Testing and
Commissioning of 12 inch Diameter 600 RF Schedule/80 Senior Type (Dual Chamber) Orifice
Meter on Turnkey Basis in Debpur, Sylhet, Bangladesh published in The Daily Janakantha on 04-
11-2009, The Bangladesh Observer on 05-11-2009, The Daily Star on 07-11-2009 and The Daily
ittefaq on 11-11-2009 (Invitation for Tender No: JG/Debpur/Orifice Meter/2009/438, dated: 1

November, 2009).

GD-5743

Due to requests from potential bidders, the deadline for submission and opening of the said tender is
extended to 21st January, 2010 instead of 23rd December, 2009.
| All other terms & conditions of the tender and corrigendum published earlier will remain unchanged.

General Manager (Planning

£
)

B el

10.00 am to 4.30 pm.

Institute of Information Technology (IIT)
University of Dhaka
w Post Graduate Diploma in Information Technology

Admission Notice, Session- January 2010

Applications are invited from the prospective students desiring (© take (one-year) course for
the Postgraduate Diploma in Information Technology (PGDIT), to be offered by Institute of
Information Technology, University of Dhaka. Twenty four (24) students will be taken on the
basis of merit. Applicants must satisfy the following requirements
].Citizen of Bangladesh
2. Age must be less than 40 years on 17172010
3 Minimum 2 years graduation in any discipline, with Mathematics (including
Algebra/Statistics) as a subject at H.S.C/A-Level or Bachelors level No third class/
division (or cquivalent) in any public examination
Admission test will be held in two phases. Written examination will be held (o test
Quantitative, Analytical and English Language proficiency. Successful (wntten test)
candidates will have to appear a viva voce for final selection to enroll in PGDIT.
Application forms can be downloaded from the website of IIT and (o be submitted to IT'T
office at University of Dhaka, on payment of TK. 700/- in cash (non-refundable) between

Schedule for Admission Procedure:

Proposals of the Bids will be opened in the presence of the Bidders' representatives who choose 10 attend al the add(ess. date and time train hits buffer — b
indicated below. The Price Proposals of the Bids will be opened in the presence of the Bidders' representatives who wish to attend al the Las I)m;*u.} Submit lht ﬁp?hfﬂllm ijuaan 1?. 2010, Tucsdngr-
address, date and time (o be advised by the Purchaser after obtaining concurrence of ADB on the evaluation of the Technical Proposals. AFP, Zagreb Venue & Time for Written Test [IT Building, 3:00 pm., Friday,

Technical Proposal and Price Proposal shall be submitied separately. January 22, 2010

A commuter train hit a buffer

Selling of Deadline for Time of . : : | || Publication of Result of Written Test January 24, 2010, Sunda
sl. | Package o Amount of Bid BEriirante Bld Opening of at Zagreb's ma;;n ra:lwgg I l“+“ Of Res ary ¥
No. | Noilot No. security In US$S starts from Submission bids staticnln M?ﬂd?l’ J“II:‘B : Date of Viva Voce January 26-27, 2010, Tuesday and Wednesday
seriously, . — -
: 3C 400 Volts Madkied CassClreu 20,000.00 24/12/2009 ‘ﬂ”ﬁg' :"‘ .ﬁgﬁﬂz Eﬁﬁﬂe";ﬁé ok esind ¥ I'| [Publication of the List of Eligible Candidates | February 02, 2010, Tuesday
| ' _ : ; .
O | (Group-2) Breaker The train was arriving from | | Gricatation and Classes Begin February 11, 2010, Thursday

2  DESCO will not bear any costs or expenses incurred by bidder(s) in connection with preparation or delivery of Bids
g In the companson of Bids, ADB's Domestic Preference Scheme will be applied In accordance with the provisions stipulated in the Bidding

Document.

Sisak, some 60km southeast of
the Croatian capital, when it
"failed to stop due to still | |

For the downloadable Application Form, Admission Brochure and latest news on admission
please go to http://iitunivdhaka.edu

Company Secretary unknown reasons,” a police
Dhaka Electric Supply Company Lid., (DESCO), spokeswoman said. N.B. Classes will be held from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Thursday to Sunday. |
House # 3, R[;Jh.:k: 24{ g’g"‘;:-‘;:s:::‘”"“' Ao The accident occurred at i
4 - 5:26 am (0426 GMT), spokes- Direct
8860 - 8854648
T e N A T e cusescofssce ore b Md@desco oo be woman AleksandraLjubasaid. | | SP-ST47 11T, DU

AT e




