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Carried by relatives, a patient from Char Gobardhan under Mohishkhocha union in Aditmari upazila of Lalmonirhat district heading
towards a health centre, about 10-kilometre away from the remote island in the Teesta River.

WOES OF 5,000 HAPLESS ISLANDERS

Where people have
to travel 10 km

for treatment

Top outlaw
killed in
Chuadanga

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

Body of a top outlaw was
found on a railway track in
Alamganga upazila of
Chuadanga district Friday
afternoon.

The outlaw was identified
as Saiful Islam Saban alias
Sabai, 36, son of late Wazi
Uddin of Bhangbaria village
in Almadanga.

Saban was a regional
leader of Lal Pataka, a faction
of outlawed Purbo Banglar

| ¢dMmunist Party (PBCP=

ML), police said.

Locals located the body of
Saban on the railway track at
Boaikuli near Bondbil station
at about 4:30pm on Friday
and informed police.

Police rushed to the spot
and sent the body to
Chuadanga Sadar Hospital
morgue forautopsy.

The body of Saban, a top
listed criminal in Chuadanga,
was bisected from waist,
police said.

RAFIQUE SARKER FROM
Lalmonirhat

Around 5,000 people of Char
Goberdhan island in
Lalmonirhat are not getting
proper healthcare facilities
since collapse of the lone
community clinic in the
locality over two years ago
due to erosion by the Teesta
River.

The residents of the
remote island in Aditmari
upazila now have to travel at
least 10 kilometres to go to
Mohishkhocha union for
treatment, local people said.

Char Goberdhan, an
island in the middle of the
Teesta River under
Mohishkhocha union, is
about 18 kms northwest of
Aditmari upazila headquar-

ters, Some 1,500 families
have been living there. In the
last three years, several
houses in the island were
damaged at least twice by
river erosion, said Zamir
Uddin, a member of the
union parishad.

"Sufferings of those who
fall ill know no bound as no
government or non-
government organisation has
come up with healthcare
service for them after the
collapse of the health care
centre in 2007," said the UP
member.

It is really very difficult to
take patients to any clinic
outside the island for treat-
ment, said former UP mem-
ber Nabiar Rahman.

He said many critically ill
people died without treat-
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ment at their houses after
the collapse of the clinic.
These hapless villagers did
not have financial ability as
well as they were not in a
position to travel long way
for treatment, he added.

During a recent visit to the
remote island, this corre-
spondent visited a tuberculo-
sis patient. “I could not go to
Aditmari Upazila Health
Complex for medicine due to
lack of money although I
need to procure them today,
said Khalil.

This correspondent also
saw how the relatives of a
patient, who became uncon-
scious due to high fever, were
facing difficulties to take him
to Aditmari Upazila Health
Complex.

“Wehave decided tosetup
a community clinic in the
island again. Before doing it,
we are going to start a satellite
health clinic there,” said Dr
Atiar Rahman, Aditmari
upazila health and family
planning officer.
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Doc's family
blamed for
death of
young man

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Partuakhali

An honours final year English
department student of
Patuakhali Government
College died at hospital on
Friday night as he was alleg-
edly made to swallow poison a
few hours earlier.

The victim, Shah Ali
Hossain, 22, son of Abdus
Sobahan Molla of Bhuria
village in Patuakhali Sadar
upazila, also served as a
teacher at Skylark, a kinder-
garten in the town.

At about 4:00pm on Friday,
Shah Ali was admitted to
Patuakhali General Hospital
where he died at about
8:00pm, said sources at hospi-
taland police.

Poison was found as the
patient's stomach was
washed, said a doctor at the
hospital.

The family members of a
doctor killed my brother Shah
Ali by poisoning as the doc-
tor's daughter loved Shah Ali
but her family did not like it,
Shah Ali's elder brother
Shahadat Hossain, also a Navy
staff, told journalists at
Patuakhali Press Club on
Saturday afternoon.

They made Shah Ali take
poison in the name of giving
medicine when he went to
their house at about 3:00pm
on Friday, he added.

An UD case was filed on
Saturday with Sadar Police
Station in this connection

Shah Ali' family members
said they are preparingto file a
murder case against the doc-
tor's family.

The doctor and his family
members were not available
for comment as their rented
residence and pharmacy at
Katpatti in the town was found
locked when this correspon-
dent when to the house on
Saturday afternoon.

"They left the house just
after evening on Friday," said

Ferdousi Begum Koyel, owner Q
“ofthrehouse. :
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30 shops
gutted

UNB, Jhalakati

Thirty shops were gutted at
Mirerhat Bazar in Rajapur
upazila Friday afternoon.

Fire Brigade sources said
the fire originated from an
electric short circuit at a shop
and soon engulfed the adjoin-
ing business establishments.

On information,
firefighters rushed in and
doused the blaze after an hour
of frantic efforts with the help
oflocal people.

The victims estimated the
loss caused by the fire at about
Tk 3 crore.
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RU students demand
certificates under
engineering faculty

human a chain in front of the university central

Several hundred students of five departments
under science faculty of Rajshahi University
(RU) yesterday demanded certificates under
newly formed engineering faculty.

The university authorities launched “Fac-
ulty of Engineering” having applied physics
and electronic engineering, applied chemistry
and chemical technology, computer science
and engineering, information and communi-
cation engineering, and materials science and
technology departments under it from 2009-10

academic session.

Students of the departments under 2006-07,
2007-08, 2008-09 academic sessions formed a
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library at around 12:30pm followed by a silent
procession on campus to press home their

Later at a rally, they alleged that the univer-
sity authorities are trying to deprive the stu-
dents of the departments of their due facilities.

They urged the authorities to issue certifi-
cates under the new faculty for all batches from
2006-07 academic session.

They also submitted copies of a memoran-
dum to the vice-chancellor, faculty dean and
department chairmen in favour of their

The students threatened to go for agitation if
theirdemands were not metimmediately.
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Several hundred students of five departments under the science faculty of Rajshahi University
form a human chain on the campus yesterday demanding certificates under the newly formed

engineering faculty.

Jubo League men 'loot shop'
for refusing to pay toll

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Ferdousi Begum, wife of a
shop owner at Charpara
azar in Iswarganj upazila, at

Jubo League men looted
goods and cash worth Tk 10
lakh from her husband's
grocery shop on the night of
December17.

She told the conference
that the Jubo League men led
by Shahidullah Shahid, elder
brother of Iswarganj Jubo
League Convener Habibullah
Milon, looted the shop at
around 11:00 and beat up her
husband Syed Amirul Islam
as he refused to give them
money.

Ferdousi alleged that she
and her mother-in-law
Badrun Nahar and brother-
in-law Syed Emdadul Islam
also came under attach as
they rushed to the spot on
receiving the news.

Amirul is now undergoing

~a press.conference hereyes-..
terday alleged that a group of

treatment at Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital
(MMCH), she said.

“We sought police help.
But the officer-in-charge
(OC) of Iswarganj Police

“Station refused to Take any

action against the Jubo
[League men,” alleged Syed
Rafiqul Islam, elder brother of
Syed Amirul, at the press
conference at local press club
auditorium.

‘We left the house after the
incident and are now staying
at a relative's house in the
upazila. The Jubo League
men are threatening us with
dire consequences if we go for

any legal action,” alleged
Ferdousi

She demanded immediate
arrest and punishment of the
Jubo League men involved.

Denying the allegation,
OC of TIswarganj Police
Station Mizanur Rahman said
no such complaint was
lodged with the police station
as of 5:00pm yesterday.

When contacted,
Iswarganj Jubo League
Convener Habibullah Milon
said he was not aware of such
incident. “I remained busy
with organisational activities
at upazila headquarters on
that night,” he said.

HOTELS INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
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