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With the talks in disarray
Friday, many delegates had
been looking toward China and
the US the world's two largest
carbon polluters to deepen
their pledges to cut emissions to
salvage adeal in Copenhagen.
"We are ready to get this
done today but there has to be
movement on all sides to recog-
nise that is better for us to act
rather than talk,” Obama said,

insisting on a transparent way
to monitor each nation's

pledges to cut greenhouse gas
- emissions.

Wen told delegates that
China's voluntary targets of
reducing its carbon intensity by
40 to 45 percent will require
“tremendous efforts.”

"We will hanour our word
with real action,"Wen said.

China has been criticised at
the two-week summit for not
offering stronger carbon emis-
sions targets and for resisting
international monitoring of its
actions. After the impromptu
high-level meeting, French
President Nicolas Sarkozy said
progress in the climate talks was
beingheld back by China.

Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh said Friday
that the Copenhagen climate
summit may fall short and
called for talks in 2010 to com-
pleteadeal

“The outcome may well fall
short of our expectations,”
Singh said on the final sched-
uled day of the 194-nation
negotiations in the Danish
capital.

Singh called for "subsequent
negotations towards building a
truly global and genuinely
collaborative response to cli-

mate change being concluded
during the year2010.”

“To settle for something that
could be seen as diminished
expectations and diminished
implementations would be in
our view a very wrong message
to emerge from this confer-
ence,” hesaid.

Singh stood by akey demand
of emerging economies -- that
the Kyoto Protocol, whose
obligations to cut carbon emis-
sions blamed for global warm-
ing expire at the end of 2012,
remain legally in force as a
treary.

The Kyoto Protocol made no
demands of developing coun-
trids, leading the United States -
- the largest industrial power --
toshunit.

"Itwould go against interna-
tional public opinion if we
succumb inits replacementbya
new and weaker set of commit-
ments,” Singh said.

"Each one of us gathered
here today acknowledges that
those most affected by climate
change are the least responsible
forit,” Singh said.

An early draft of the climate
agreement, obtained by The
Associated Press, called for rich
countries to mobilise $30 billion
over the next three years to help
poor countries cope with the
effects of global warming,
scaling up to $100 billion a year
by 2020.

But it called for continued
negotiations on targets for
emission cuts, with a deadline
of a climate conference in
Mexico City in December next
year.

The lack of progress meant
Obama changed the word
"agreement” from his prepared
speech to negotiators to
"framework [ just outlined.”

United Nations Secretary
General Ban Ki-Moon told
climate negotiators that "the
finishing line is in sight,”

reminding them that "the world
iswatching.”

And Brazilian president Luiz
Lula da Silva told the joint ses-
sion of negotiators how frus-
trated he was that the job was
left to heads of state after talks
ran into the wee hours Friday.

"I am not sure if such an
angel or wise man will come
down to this plenary and put in
our minds the intelligence that
we lacked," Lula said. "I believe
in God. [ believe inmiracles.”

To move the talks forward,
Lula said Brazil, a developing
country, would give money to
help other developing countries
cope with the costs of global

Obama spokesman Robert
Gibbs said the US president met
with world leaders Friday from
wealthy nations like Australia,
the United Kingdom, France
and Germany and developing
countries like Ethiopia,
Bangladesh and Colombia.

China and Russia, both seen

as key participants in climate
change discussions, also were at

the meetingwith Obama.

Delegates earlier were blam-
ing both the US and China for
the lack of a political agreement
that more than 110 world lead-
ers were supposed to sign
within hours.

The conference has been
plagued by growing distrust
between rich and poor nations.
Both sides blamed the other for
failing to take ambitions actions
to tackle climate change. At one
point, African delegates staged
a partial boycott of the talks.

World leaders handed off a
three-page draft text about3 am
time to their ministers and they
continued to work on it through
the night. But by 5 am, negotia-
tors from Mexico and the G-77
plus China said they were
nowhere near agreement on the
finaldocument.

China and the US had
sought to give the negotiations a
boost on Thursday with an
announcement and a conces-
SI01.

Hillary said Washington
would press the world to come
up with a climate aid fund
amounting to $100 billion a year
by 2020, amove that was quickly
followed by an offer from China
to open its reporting on actions
to reduce carbon emissions to
international review '

That issue money to help
poor nations cope with climate
change and shift to clean energy
seemed to be where negotiators
at the 193-nation conference
could claim most success.

Pollution cuts and the best
way to monitor those actions
remained unresolved. And
negotiators also didn't come to
an agreement on an important
procedural issue justwhatlegal
form a future deal would take.

Earlier Prime Ministers of
India and China - Dr
Manmohan Singh and Wen
Jiabao -- met early this morning
in the Directors Room of the
Radisson Blu Hotel here.

Sources privy to the half-an-
hour long meeting said that
both leaders broadly discussed
the progress of their bilateral
tes and how best to take it
forward. Premier Wen Jiabao
recalled his last meeting with Dr
Singh in Thailand, and
remarked in an opening state-
mentthat there was need to take
strategic tiestoa higher level.

Dr Singh concurred and said
that both countries needed to
meet more often and exchange
views on bilateral, regional and
multilateral issues of mutual
interest.

Iranian

forces

take over Iraq

oil well

AFP, Nasiriyah

Iranian forces took control of a
southern Iraqi oil well on a
disputed section of the border
on Friday, US and Iraqi offi-
cialstold AFP.

“There has been no vio-
lence related to this incident
and we trust this will be
resolved through peaceful
diplomacy between the gov-
emments of Iraq and Iran,” a
US military spokesman told
AFP at Contingency Operating
Base Adder, just outside the
southern Iraqi city of
Nasiriyah,

"The oil field is in disputed
lerritory in between Iranian
and Iragi border forts,” he
said, adding that such inci-
dents occur quite frequently.

An official of the state-
owned South Oil Co in the
Southeastern city of Amara,
and west of the field, said: "An

force arrived at the

field early this morning (Fri-

4!99.

took control of Well 4
and raised the Iranian flag
ven though the well lies in

[ragi territory,” the official
added.

"An oil ministry delegation
is to travel to the area on
Saturday to assess the situa-
tion.”

The National Security
Council was due to hold an
emergency meeting on Friday
chaired by Prime Minister
Nuri al-Maliki, Iraqgi state
television said quoting the
minister of state for national
security, Shirwan al-Waili.

The council also groups the
ministers of interior, defence,
foreign affairs, justice and
finance.

Well 4 lies in the Fauqa
Field, part of a cluster of fields
Iraq unsuccessfully put up for
auction to oil majors in June.
The field has estimated
reserves of 1.55 million bar-
rels.

The field is about 500
metres (yards) from an [ranian
border fort and about 1 kilo-
metre from an Iraqi border
fort, US Colonel Peter Newell
said, adding that it falls on the
Iraqi side of a border agreed

between the two countries,

Climate accord
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declaration, but by 5:00am the
negotiators from Mexico, the G-
77 and China said they were
nowhere near agreement on the
final document.

The signing ceremony was
supposed to be held at 9:00pm
Bangladesh time yesterday but
itwas delayed. The lack of a deal
caused leaders to sit in informal
talks, delaying the opening of
the rsession.

Briefing the Bangladeshi
press about the development of
the talks, State Minister for
Environment and Forest Hasan
Mahmud said a text was final-
ised on Thursday night but

ies did notagree on that.

par:t least 20 world leaders
including Hasina and US
President ck Obama met at
a breakfast meeting where
Obama said if the nations can-
not reach an ment, most
vulnerable countries like
Bangladesh will suffer enor-
mously.

Sheikh Hasina demanded
including the migration issue of
"climate re " in the text
She also said Bangladesh and
other least developed countries
are ready to reduce carbon

emission, although it is not

mandatory for them, if the{lget
technol and financial hel
fromthe oped nations.

“None differed with the
rime minister's demand,"
ﬂasan&mbfahmud told
Bangladeshi rers.

Asked whmaﬂo Bangladesh's
position about the political
agreement is, the minister said
Bangladesh wants somemi:ﬁ
positive but nothing was settl

t.

Influential leaders of the
world including Obama, the
Chinese prime minister, the
Indian pnme minister and the
Brazilian president delivered
speeches at a session con-

ucted by Danish Prime
Minister and COP President
Anders Fogh Rasmussen at
Bella Centre.

However, none of them
announced anything concrete
to save the world.

There mustbe financing that
helps the develuping nations,
particularly the least developed
and most vulnerable, adapt to
climate change, Obama said in
his speech.

Indian PM Manmohan
Singh said it will be difficult to
reach an agreement once the
leaders go back home from
Copenhagen because of a lack
of political support.

He said, "Equitable burden
sharing should underlie any
effective global climate under-
standing,” which means rights
of emission,on a-per,capita
basis.

Meanwhile, a paper of the
UNFCCC documents was
leaked yesterday, which says
current emission reduction
pledges by the developed
nations and some emerging
economies leave the world on
track to global warming by at
best 3 degrees Celsius and
probablymore.

Different bodies including
the WWF condemned this.

In his speech at the openin
session, Intergovernmenta
Panel on Climate Change chair
RK Pachauri said if global
warming cannot be limited
within a 1.5 degrees Celsius
increase, vulnerable countries
like Bangladesh may be sub-
merged partially dyisp[acing
millions of people.

Mass graves
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Colony, Downyard Colony
under Lalmonirhat municipality
of Lalmonirhat sadar upaz

Swarnamoti Railway Bridge,
Station Para under Aditmari
upazila, Dalogram,

Freedom fighters of the
district said a e number of
people were detained and shot
to death by the Pakistan occupa-
tion forces at Velabari and
Durgapur village under Aditmari
upazila while the victims were
trying to flee their motherland
forfear oflife.

Once Aditmari Upazila
Parishad initiated to build monu-
ments in those places in mem-
ory of the dead in the liberation
war but the government has not
SO fmthm:}nl:n fot[:ivlard to imple-
mentthe plan ofthe parishad.

Apart from people buried in
the mass graves about 350 oth-
ers, including women and chil-
dren, were at a public
execution at Barokhata “ﬂ‘:ﬁe
under Hatibandha upazila of the
o R

rn INg coun -
try India to take shelter.

District Commander of
Freedom Fighter Parishad in
Lalmonirhat Ali urged the
government to take steps so that
memories of the fallen heroes of
the liberation war are not lost

through neglect.
2 arrested
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with Khilkhet Police Station
Thursday night in this con-
nection.

The seized equipment
include four media convert-
ers, two dealing switches, two
ethernet switches, one 24-port

intum, one E-1 server with

ree DGM cards and 24
tellular phones, police said.

Rab-1 officials said the
culprits had been running this
business ill in the city's
Nikunja and G areas for
a long time incurring daily
losses of Tk 12 lakh to the gov-
ernment while the company
wasecamningTk6lakh aday.

‘
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Pak ministers
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Naveed said, also denying
reports of an arrest warrant
issued for Malik.

NAB officials said earlier the
body had instructed the interior
ministry to put the names of 253
people on the "exit control list”

restricting travel.

“They include politicians,’

bureaucrats, ex-military officers
and some diplomats... Arrest
warrants issued against some
are also revived and properties
of accused frozen again," said
NAB's media officer Naveed
Sattar.

Defence Minister Ahmed
Mukhtar told local television
late Thursday he had been due
to go on an official three-day
visit to China but that his name
had been put on the list restrict-
ing travel,

"It was in connection with a
corruption case. But there is no
corruption case against me -- it
is only an enquiry which is
pending against me for the past
12 years. | will strongly defend
myselfin the court,” he said.

The NAB later put out a
statement denying Mukhtar
was on the list, but it did not

lain why he was not allowed
toleave,

The amnesty -- called the
National Reconciliation
Ordinance (NRO) -- was passed
in October 2007 by then-
president Pervez Musharraf,
who was under pressure to hold
elections and end years of
militaryrule.

It quashed charges against a
number of politicians including
Zardari and his wife and ex-
prime minister Benazir Bhutto -
- who was assassinated two
months later -- to allow them to
stand for office.

Zardari's Pakistan People's
Party (PPP) went on to win elec-
tions in 2008, restoring civilian
rule, but his relations with the
powerful military are strained
and his public approval rating at
rock-bottom.

Zardari is immune from
prosecution while in office, but
his eligibility for the presidency
could be challenged as graft
cases were pending against him
when the NRO was adopted,
raising questions about his
suitability for the post.

Pakistan's ambassador to
the United States, Husain
Haqqani, voiced hope the
amnesty ruling would not
destabilise the country, which is
under US pressure to do more to
fight Islamist militants on the
borderwith Afghanistan.

"I hope everybody will play
their constitutional role and
(the) country will not go down
the road of coups that has been
disastrous for our country in the
past,” Haqqani, himself impli-
cated by Wednesday's ruling,
told CNN.

Pakistan is ranked the 40th
most corrupt country out of 180
monitored by global watchdog
Transparency International,
and many governments have
fallen or been ousted by the
military over accusations of

Political analyst Talat
Masood said the government
must act swiftly to restore confi-
dence by forcing out implicated
ministers.

"Ifitis prolonged it's likely to
affect governance, it is likely to
affect the overall security situa-
tion, but if the transition is
quick, these ill-effects could be
reduced,” hetold AFP.

Bus afire
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"Khairul was on his way to

Siddheswari Girls' College to
attend an examination for a
job at the Directorate of Land
Survey,” said Ashrafuzzaman,
acousin of the deceased.

The pedestrians and locals
caught the driver and torched
the vehicle getting its passen-
gers outofit.

Police rushed to the spot
and rescued the driver, who
was knocked unconscious,
while two units of fire fighters
doused the flame.

Transport movement on
Begun (Fnkeya Sarani
remained suspended for
about 20 minutes.

Police and locals said
there is a footbridge adja-
cent to the place of accident
but the pedestrians hardly
use it resulting in frequent
accidents.

Kafrul police said a case
was filed in this connection
and the driver was arrested.

Rampant
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+-have ta paytolls fremalmost,

all the bus counters but the
counters at Fulbaria, Mirpur,
Farmgate, Azimpur,
Mohammadpur, Khilgaon
have to count more than those
ofotherareas.

They said the companies
have to pay around Tk 300 for
each bus perdayat Fulbaria.

Officials of a good number
of bus companies said their
employees very often fall
victims to so-called unions
and associations on the roads.

Citing a recent example
they said three youths in the
name of ruling party men
boarded a bus from the
Science Lab counter and
severely beat up the helper of
the bus as he asked for tickets.

Officials of the company
said they talked to Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP)
Commissioner AKM Shahidul
Haque and the DSPS authori-
ties to exempt the bus compa-
nies from Tk 70 fixed by DSPS
as service charge for each bus
perday.

They said the DMP com-
missioner agreed in principle
with their proposal but he has
not issued any letter so far in
this regard even after repeated
requests from theirend.

Lontacted, DMP
Commissioner Shahidul told
The Daily Star that no bus

extortion

company is a victim to extor-

stion and transport.segtor is

free from extortion now.
Earlier in the first half of
July a 19-member committee
headed by DMP joint commis-
sioner (traffic) was formed
with the representatives from
police, transport owners and
transport workers' leaders to
check extortion in the trans-
portsector but to no avail.

One held
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Natore and Bogra Public
Works Department office, said
Magura police.

He also disclosed names of
a few of his accomplices and
the gangleader, police said.

Police also seized a mobile
phone from his possession.
The mobile belonged to the
guard who was stabbed to
death by the gang during
robberyin Bogra PWD office.

On information, a team of
detective branch (DB) of
police in Magura raided a
house in Sajiara village of
Magura and arrested Shimul.
He had been living there as a
tenant for last couple of
months, police said.

"After extracting informa-
tion from Shimul, we are now
trying to nab the gang leader
Babu,” Superintendent of
Police in Magura Mohammad
Shahrier said.

Stop harassment

FROM PAGE 1
Bangladeshiexpatriates.

‘I firmly believe the expa-
triate workers will work as an
auxiliary force to implement
the dream of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to
build a Bangladesh free from
hungerand poverty."

The present government is
firmly committed to build up
skilled manpower through
proper development of
human resources, he said.

"Foreign labour market
plays an important role in
creating employment for our
increasing population and
also helps to combat the nega-
tive impact of climate
change.”

Zillur said the government
is working tirelessly to ensure
the welfare of the expatriates
and taking steps to sign new
agreements with various
countries in this regard.

"Bangladeshis working
overseas have been playing an
important role in the country's
socioeconomic development
and the remittances sent by the
expatriates have created a new
record in the country's foreign

reserve.”

Speaking on the occasion,
Finance Minister AMA Muhith
said that so far this year the

expatriate Bangladeshis sent
remittances of some $ 10
billion. This should be used
properly in productive invest-
ment, he added.

Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain mentioned that some
70 lakh Bangladeshi immi-
grants are now working
abroad and sending remit-
tances to the country.

"Despite the economic
recession, some five lakh
Bangladeshis will be going
abroad by end of this year," he
said.

Post and Telecommu-
nications Minister Razi Uddin
Ahmed Razu was also present
atthe function.

Ex-JP lawmaker
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took Tk500 per month from
each teacher as toll for Masud
Memorial.

The principal filed the case
after some cadres of Sakhawat
caused disturbances in the
college on Thursday, police
said.

Sakhawat was produced
before a Jessore court yester-
day afternoon. The court sent
him to jail, added police.

Earlieron June 21, Sakhawat
Hossain was arrested on
charge of war crimes,

Key climate
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2016 in light of the conven-

tion's ultimate objective. This
review will include consider-
ation to strengthen the long-
term goal to limit the increase in
global average temperature to

1.5 degrees Celsius.
But Intergovernmental

Panel on Climate Change chair
RK Pachauri said if the world
cannot keep the ceiling of tem-
perature rise within 1.5 degrees
and the peaking year of that rise
within 2015, parts of
Bangladesh and many other
small islands will suffer enor-
mously.

The second draft of the
Copenhagen Accord, which was
sneaked out late Thursday
night, had a huge gap between
the demands of the least devel-
oped countries and the
achievements,

Later, two more documents
were leaked.

In the third draft, the clause
of turning the political docu-
ments into legally binding ones
within 2010 or before COP-16
was excluded.

It said the parties were going
to agree that the increase in
global temperature "ought not
to exceed 2 degrees”.

In the fourth document, they
said they would recognise the
scientific view of keeping the
temperature rise below 2
degrees Celsius.

It, however, does not say the
parties will keep the tempera-
turerise below that ceiling.

The parties were discussing
the fifth text as of 2:00am
Bangladesh time.

Without mentioning any
timeframe, the document that
was being prepared by the
heads of participating states,
sald the countries should
reduce the ceiling of their peak
lemperature as soon as possi-
ble.

It does not propose any
international scrutiny for devel-
opingcountries.

The documents to be
declared after the UN
Framework Convention on
Climate Change are possibly a
political accord, not "legally
binding” ones, but the status
was yet to be confirmed.

The text, drafted early yester-
day by a select group of 28 lead-
ers including UK Prime
Minister Gordon Brown, pro-
poses extending negotiations
for another year until the next
scheduled UN meeting on
climate change in Mexico City
in December 2010.

‘ThePdper has téxts o the

aggregated reduction of green-
house gas but the parties were
yet to insert figures of targets up
10 2020.

The Daily Star yesterday
moming got a copy of the sec-
ond draft of the documents,
which says a fund of $30 billion
for adaptation is going to be
created for up to 2012 and a
fund of $100 billion after 2020.

However, the text did not
mention anything on how the
funds will be created and the
share of public money in the
fund.

DrSaleemul Haq, chiefof the
climate change cell,
International Institute of
Environment and
Development, who is observing
COP 15 very closely, said this
draft is totally "inadequate” for
Bangladesh.

Asked if Bangladesh is going
to sign a document like this,
State Minister for Environment
and Forests Hasan Mahmud
said, "We want something
positive.”

Mohammed Nashid, presi-
dent of the Maldives, told the
media that he would not sign a
document that approves the
ceiling of increased global
temperature above 1.5 degrees
Celsius.

Buriganga
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rickshaws, buses, auto-
rickshaws and others, Katashur
Road leading to the Flood
Protection Embankment and
towards the bridge always
remains blocked.

Lawmaker of
Mohammadpur area and State
Minister for Local Government
Rural Development and
Cooperatives Jahangir Kabir
Nanok said he had visited the
area several times and thought
that the bridge would be
"meaningless” without the
connecting roads.

"The Minister for
Communications Syed Abul
Hossain has personally
directed the Dhaka City
Corporation to immediately
build the approach road. We
are pursuing the matter very
seriously,” Nanok said.

Lawmaker of Keraniganj
and State Minister for Law,
Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs Md Quamrul Islam told
The Daily Star that he was
aware of the problem of narrow
roads connecting the bridge.

"We are working with rele-
vant authorities to start build-
ing the approach roads within
averyshorttime,” he said

Meanwhile, R&H officials
unveiled plans to build a 1.61-
km-long connecting road on
the Keraniganj side at a cost of
TkS50crore.,

“We shall connect the road
with Taranagar and also
rebuild four bridges under the
scheme,” said an R&H engi-
neer.

15

Info Commission
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The commission has been

facing serious difficulties, and
failed to run its primary activi-
ties properly for not having a
permanent office, the required
manpower, and other logistics.

The government recently
issued a gazette notification
framing rules which are neces-
sary for proper implementa-
tion of the RTI Act that came
into effect on July 1 this year to
ensure public access to infor-
mation. But the gazette cannot
be used for some serious errors
init

In the gazette, pafts of the
rules were inserted in the
regulations section while some
regulations were mistakenly
printed in the rules section.
The government has to issue a
fresh notification, correcting
the errors. All these are delay-
ingimplementation of the act.

On the other hand, setting
up of information delivery
units with officers in every
government office to provide
citizens with their required
information are going on at a
slow pace.

The chief information com-
missioner said about 1,000 units
have already been formed while
the need across the country s for
6,000. Since the idea is new in
Bangladesh, it will take a litde
more time to implement the act,
heobserved.

"We will notify citizens
through different media out-
lets including television chan-
nels and newspapers when our
information units and infor-
mation officers will be ready to
provide services,” Azizur
Rahman said.

The Awami League govern-
ment was supposed to provide
the commission with a 77-
member staff for smooth
functioning by now. But the
manpower could not be
appointed due to the commis-
sion not having a permanent

office, said Azizur adding that
they will start recruiting man-
power a month after the com-
mission moves into the
Department of Archaeology
building.

Asked about the commis-
sion's functioning in absence
of a permanent office, the
required manpower, and other
logistics, he said, "We are slow
butsteady.”

The chief information
commissioner sald absence of
manpower and logistics has
also been hampering their
public awareness raising cam-
paign about RTI across the
country. "But we are not sitting
idle. We have so far visited 20
districts to give people an idea
about the RT1 Act and its bene-
fits."

They are meeting govern-
ment officials, teachers, bar
association members, and
representatives of NGOs, the
media, local governments, and
developmentagencies. "We tell
people why it is important to
get information and from
where to get that ...We are also
telling them if access to infor-
mation is ensured, it will
increase accountability in
different institutions and help
establish good governance,”
Azizur said.

He said members of the
commission will travel all
through the country, and for
that logistical abilities are very
much necessary.

Two other information
commissioners are retired
secretary Mohammad Abu
Taher, and Prof Sadeka Halim
of the sociology department of
Dhaka University.

According to the RTI Act,
every citizen now has the right
to information he or she needs,
and in case of being denied,
one may file complaints with
the commission against its
officials.

Pak mosque
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beside the blast site.

"We have received three
more dead bodies taking the
death toll to 11. There are 29
injured people with us, some
of them in a critical condi-
tion,” said Doctor Wakeel
Mohammad Khan, head of the
main hospital in Lower Dir.
ooMore, than 2,700 . peaple
have been killed in attacks in
Pakistan since July 2007, with
the past three months seeing a
surge indramatic attacks.

On December 4, suicide
bombers stormed a mosque
frequented by army officers in
Pakistan's garrison city of
Rawalpindi during Friday
prayers leaving 40 people
dead in an onslaught of gun-
fire, grenades and explosions.

Lower Dir borders the Swat
valley, which slipped out of
government control in July
2007 after radical cleric
Maulana Fazlullah mounted a
violent campaign to enforce
Islamic Sharia law.

The army launched an
offensive in April and says at
least 2,150 militants have been
killed in Swat and neighbour-
ing Buner and Lower Dir
districts, but sporadic attacks
continue to plague the moun-
tain region.

Pakistan's military has
expanded operations into
much of the northwest
Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (Fata) bordering
Afghanistan, a region branded
the most dangerous place on
Earth byWashington.

In Fata's North Waziristan
district Friday, the third US
drone missile strike in two
days left seven militants dead,
security officials said.

Thestrike hitavillage in the
Dattakhel region close to
North Waziristan's main town

HC gets
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appointed as per the Supreme
Court guidelines.

Md Bazlur Rahman Chhana,
a former additional judge of the
HC, whose job was not con-
firmed by the previous four-
party alliance government, was
reappointed as a regular judge
tothe HCin May this year.

Besides, the government on
June 23 this year appointed nine
additional judgestothe HC.

(Goods train
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proposal and the member
states were to consider this
proposal and offer their com-
ments within three months,
Ahamed said.

This position was approved
in another meeting of Saarc

Transport Ministers held on\

July 25 the same year and all
member-countries, including
Bangladesh and Pakistan, had
agreed to evaluate the concept
paper circulated by India, he
added.

However, comments from
the member countries have
not been received. Further
decision on the proposal,
including extension to other
points, can be taken only after
the concept paper is first
discussed and agreed among
the countries, according to
Ahamed.

Miranshah -- the same north-
western area where two strikes
hours aparton Thursday killed
at least 14 militants and
destroyed their hideouts.

"“The US drone fired four
missiles hitting a house, a
compound and some make-
shift buildings. At least seven
militants were killed and five
were “imured," fa-securityl
official in the northwest capi-
tal Peshawar told AFP.

‘It looks like some key
Taliban or al-Qaeda figures are
hiding in this area and that's
why the drones are targeting
this area again and again.”

An intelligence official in
Miranshah confirmed the
death toll. Officials refused to
be named because of the
sensitivity of the US strikes,
which have inflamed anti-
American sentiment.

North Waziristan is rife
with Taliban militants, al-
Qaeda fighters and members
of the Hagqani network, a
powerful group known for
staging attacks on foreign
troops in Afghanistan.

Theareahasseenarisein US
strikes since President Barack
Obama took office and put the
country on the frontline of the
waron al-Qaeda.

North Waziristan neigh-
bours SouthWaziristan, where
Pakistan has been focusing its
most ambitious offensive yet
against homegrown Taliban
militants, sending about
30,000 troops into the region
on October17.

ButWashington and London
are pressuring Pakistan to do
more to capture al-Qaeda
leader Osama bin Laden and
prevent militants crossing the
border and targeting foreign
troops in Afghanistan.

Advani
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Advani, who served as BJP
deputy prime minister for two
years from 2002, has been
elevated to be the chairman of
BJP parliamentary party, a
largely ceremonial post created
for him after amendment of the
party constitution.

However, Advani rejected
suggestions that his quitting as
leader of the opposition was the
end of an era in BJP and insisted
it was a "new chapter in his
political career”.

Advani was instrumental in
helping steer BJP to national
electoral success in the 1990s.

BJP ruled India briefly for the
first ime in 1996 with allies
before returning to power from
1998 until 2004 when the ruling
Congress party defeated it in
Lok Sabha elections.

BJP and its allies won 159
seats in the 543-member Lok
Sabha elections held in May this
year.

In another leadershi
chanFe. Nitin Gadkari, 52, a low
profile leader from western
state of Maharashtra, is
expected to be named today as
new president to replace
Rajnath Singh whose leadership
had come under attack after
BJP's recent string of electoral
failures in state assembly and
parliamentary polls.

After the electoral defeat in
May this year, RSS, spiritual
fountainhead of BJP. had

pressed for a younger leader-
ship for the party. -



