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Troussier
invited to
N. Korea

AFP, Tokyo

Former Japan coach Philippe
Troussier said Thursday he
had been invited to visit
North Korea, while a press
report said he had been con-
tacted for a possible job offer
there.

"Some weeks ago, 1 was
invited to go to Pyongyang
but the trip has been post-
poned several times,” the
Frenchman, who led Japan to
the last 16 in the 2002 World
Cup on home turf, told AFP.

He said a planned trip to
Pyongyang next Sunday was
also called oft.

"So far, we cannot say that
I have received a proposal
from North Korea,” said the
54-year-old, now the general
manager of Japan's third
division side FC Ryukyu.

The Nikkan Sports daily
reported Thursday that
Troussier had been contacted
by North Korea.

"Everything is unofficial”,
Troussier was quoted as
saying by the daily. "They (the
North Koreans) made contact
with me. But I cannot com-
ment on it because nothing
has been completed yet.”

North Korea, the quarter-
finalists in the 1966 World
Cup in England, booked a
place in the finals for the first
time in 44 years under the
wing of current coach Kim
Jong-Hun.

But they were drawn with
powerhouses Brazil, Portugal
and the Ivory Coast in the
group stage.

The Nikkai Sports said
Troussier's trip has been
delayed because of his visa
being processed late.

"I'm open to the chal-
lenges Asian countries face in
football,” he told the daily.
"Besides, | have experience in
Asia. I can bring that experi-
ence to the team. It will be a
wonderful adventure if I can
join the 2010 World Cup as a
coach.”

Troussier was once nick-
named the "White Witch
Doctor” for his success with
African teams, leading under-
dogs Burkina Faso to the
semifinals at the 1998 African
Cup soon after he was
appointed.

Donovan

inks new
deal

AFP, Los Angeles

Los Angeles Galaxy forward
Landon Donovan signed a
four-year contract extension
Wednesday with the Major
League Soccer club, paving
the way for a loan to Everton
of the English Premiership.

Donovan, this year's Most
Valuable Player of the US
league, is set to stay with the
Galaxy through 2013 after
scoring a team-high 12 goals
this season and together with
England's David Beckham
leading the team to the MLS
Cup finals.

The Galaxy announced
their captain would be
allowed to pursue overseas
loan deals provided he
returns for the start of the
2010 MLS season on March
27. Donovan said he would
not have signed a deal with-
out that provision.

"I am excited to be able to
pledge my future to the
Galaxy by signing this new
contract,” Donovan said.
“This is a great day for me
both personally and profes-
sionally.”

Galaxy coach Bruce Arena
said that while no loan deal
has been completed, one
likely would be done with
Everton from January to mid-
March. Everton already fea-
tures a top US talent, goal-
keeperTim Howard.

Thatwould allow Donovan
to get a first-hand look for at
least 10 weeks at the talent he
and his US teammates will
face June 12 in their World
Cup opener against England,
while at the same time giving
English talent a better look at
the American playmaker
whom Beckham knows well.

Beckham is on a loan deal
to AC Milan that does not
require his return until after
the World Cup.

Donovan, 27, is not avail-
able for transfer, Arena said.

"He is our captain, our
leader and the league's MVP
and we believe that Landon
signing this new contract is a
key aspect to bringing the
Galaxy further success both

on and off the field,” Arena
said.
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on Wednesday.

AFP, Paris

Fulham marched into the
Europa League last 32 after
Bobby Zamora's double
inspired the Premier League
side toa3-2 win at FC Basel on

GEFS | Wednesday.
Also adding their names to
EUROPA
LEAGUE the knockout round mix were

Hertha Berlin, Panathinaikos,
FC Bruges and FC Copenhagen, with the final
four places up for grabs in Thursday's final throw
of the group round dice.

Fulham shrugged off the falling snow to
record a memorable victory over the Swiss and
become the third English club to makeitinto the
knockout stages, the Londoners joining Everton
and Champions League refugees Liverpool.

Fulham had travelled to Switzerland one
point behind Basel in third, with AS Roma
already having secured top place, in Group E.

And with Zamora once again silencing those
critics who had begun to question his scoring
record, Fulham did the business in style to finish
the first round on ten points, one behind the
[talians, who beat CSKA Sofia 3-0 in Bulgaria.

Zamora had a goal disallowed for offside after
16 minutes but three minutes from the break he
had Fulham in front when he steered home
Bjorn Helge Riise's cross with his left foot.

Two minutes later Riise acted as provider
again with Zamora this time finishing with his
head for his fourth goal in three games.

Zamora fires Fulham

Basel were back in the game after the hour
mark when Alexander Frei's spotkick, awarded
for Chris Smalling's handball, beat Fulham's
Australian goalkeeper Mark Schwarzer.

On 77 minutes Zoltan Gera settled Hodgson's
nerves, sidefooting the ball in from Stephen
Kelly's pullback.

Marco Streller's header from a cornerinto the
far post three minutes from time stirred the
home fans but Fulham held on to keep their
European adventure firmly alive.

Alessandro Cerci struck twice with substitute
Filippo Scardina adding a another as Roma
secured top spot at CSKA Sofia with the reward a
seedingin Friday's draw.

In Group D, the German first division's bottom
side Hertha Berlin qualified as runners-up with a
1-0win over table-toppers Sporting Lisbon.

Group F's final round of matches saw Greek
side Panathinaikos join already qualified
Galatasaray in the next round after grabbing
second place with a 3-0 victory over Dinamo
Bucharest.

Later Belgian outfit FC Bruges grabbed the
only goal in injury time for a 1-0 win over
Toulouse which saw them through as runners-
up of Group ] behind Shakhtar Donetsk.

In Group K Copenhagen continued their
European adventure with a rousing 3-0 win at
Sparta Prague.

The Danes finished on 10 points, four behind
table winners PSVEindhoven.

Group L was already decided with Werder
Bremen and Athletic Bilbao already assured of
their places in the knockout round.

Coppa Italia clash at San Siro on Wednesday.

COPPA ITALIA

Inter Milan eased into the Coppa ltalia
quarterfinals with a controlled and disciplined
1-0 win against Livorno at the San Siro on
Wednesday.

Wesley Sneijder's free-kick on the hour mark
settled the affair in front of hoards of empty
seats.

The hosts deserved their victory having
dominated throughout and twice hit the wood-
work in the first period.

Inter coach Jose Mourinho resisted the
temptation to make too many changes for a
match his side were always likely to win,
although he did hand a debut to right-back
Giulio Danilo from the club's youth team.

A subdued Mourinho, who has been under
fire these last few days in the Italian press after
insulting a journalist, said his team were wor-
thy of the result.

“I think we deserved to win. We played a
serious match, we were compact, had no prob-
lems and defensively we were in control,” he
said.

"We had some early chances and then after

PHOTO: AFP

Inter Milan midfielder Wesley Sneijder celebrates his all-important goal against Livorno during their

Inter reach last 8

the break we had more chances to make this
match alittle calmer."

With captain Javier Zanetti, Ivan Cordoba
and Marco Materazzi injured and Walter
Samuel also injured, Inter were left a little short
at the back and Mourinho selected Muntari
Sulleyin an unfamiliarleft-back role.

There were also rare starts for Patrick Vieira,
David Suazo and goalkeeper Francesco Toldo
as the likes of Samuel Eto'o, Diego Milito and
Esteban Cambiasso were rested.

Dejan Stankovic came closest to opening
the scoring as he struck a shot from 20 yards
against the upright.

Sneijder was then denied from a free-kick by
Livorno goalkeeper Francesco Benussi, who
tipped the ballonto the post.

But on the hour the Dutch international
scored the only goal of the game as Benussi
turned from hero to villain, stepping the wrong
way as Sneijder took another shot from a dead
ball and leaving himself rooted to the spot as
the ball sailed into the top corner of his net,

Suazo then wasted a couple of chances to
stake a claim on a regular first team spot before
he was replaced by Milito, who proved equally
profligate.

The remaining last 16 ties will all be played
inmid January.
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PHOTO: AFP

Chelsea striker Nicolas Anelka scores the opening goal against Portsmouth during their Premier League encounter at Stamford Bridge

Blues back winning

Gunners stumble

AFP, London

Chelsea reclaimed their three-
point lead at the top of the
Premier League table after a
hard-earned 2-1 win over
bottom side Portsmouth on
: Wednesday.

Nicolas Anelka's first-half strike and a sec-
ond-half penalty from Frank Lampard secured
the first win in five matches for Carlo Ancelotti’s
side and ensured it was an unhappy return to
Stamford Bridge for former Chelsea boss Avram
Grant, now the manager of Portsmouth,

Arsenal's hopes of catching the leaders suf-
feredasetbackwhentheywereheldtoal-1draw
at Burnley, butitwas a better night for theirnorth
London rivals Tottenham, who claimed an
emphatic 3-0 win over Manchester City at White
Hart Lane,

Liverpool bounced back from their weekend
defeat at the hands of Arsenal by defeating
Wigan2-1 atAnfield.

Grant, who was sacked as Chelsea boss after
their 2008 Champions League final defeat to
Manchester United, saw his new charges com-
pletely outclassed in the opening period and it
was remarkable that the home side only went in
attheintervalwithaone-goal advantage.

That came courtesy of a 23rd-minute strike
from Anelka following good approach work by
Brazilian defender Alex.

But within six minutes of the restart,
Portsmouth were back on level terms. Frederic
Piquionne fired home from ten yards after Jamie
O'Hara's free-kick had ricocheted through the
walland into the path of the Pompey striker.

Chelsea did not look like re-establishing their

lead but the league leaders were thrown alifeline
when Mark Wilson pulled down Branislav
Ivanovic in the area and Lampard thumped in
the penaltywith 11 minutes left.

Arsenal had threatened to overrun Burnley in
the opening stages at Turf Moor with Andrey
Arshavin hitting the post after Cesc Fabregas had
given the Gunners a 7th-minute lead.

But Burnley got back on level terms just
before the half hour mark, Graham Alexander
converting a penalty after Andre Bikey was
pulled down by ThomasVermaelen.

Chris Eagles struck a post for Burnley early in
the second half and both sides spurned chances
to claim all three points,

Croatia midfielder Niko Kranjcar scored
twice as Tottenham seriously dented
Manchester City's prospects of a top four finish
with a win that left their visitors in eighth place in
thetable.

Kranjcar fired Tottenham into a first-half lead
after a Peter Crouch header bad been blocked.
Jermain Defoe's 14th goal of the season then
made the points safe after the interval with the
striker running on to a Crouch flick-on and
Kranjcar claimed his second of the night in
stoppage time,

David Ngog gave Liverpool an early lead
againstWigan when he met Fabio Aurelio’s 10th-
minute cross with a glancing header past former
Reds goalkeeper Chris Kirkland.

Ngog should have doubled Liverpool's lead
just before the break but fired narrowly wide and
it was not until Fernando Torres came off the
bench and found the net with 11 minutes left
that the points were safe, although Charles
N'Zogbia's injury-time effort for Wigan ensured
acouple of nervous momentsrightat the end.

Loew to remain
in charge till
2012

AFP, Berlin

Germany coach Joachim Loew
is set to sign a two-year exten-
sion to his current contract
which will keep him in charge
of the national side until 2012,
itwas revealed onWednesday:.

The 49-year-old will sign
the extension in January and
German Football Federation
(DFB) president Theo
Zwanziger confirmed to
German sports agency SID a
deal has already been agreed
upon.

Australia, Ghana and Serbia in
Group D at next June's World
Cup in South Africa, the exten-
sion means Loew will be in
charge of Germany for Euro
2012 which will be held in the
Ukraine and Poland.

"We have come to an agree-
ment to extend this successful
collaboration until after the
World Cup,” said Zwanziger
with Loew's current confract
set to run until July 2010.

USA will visit
Dutch for
friendly

AFP, Chicago

United States will visit
Netherlands for a March 3
friendly at Amsterdam on the
only FIFA fixture date before
the start of final training for
the 2010 World Cup in South
Africa.

The Americans, who open
their World Cup adventure
June 12 against England,
announced Wednesday they
had booked a date at
Amsterdam ArenA against the
third-ranked Dutch squad.

Itwill be the one chance US
coach Bob Bradley has to see
top European club talent
released from team commit-
ments as well as a full lineup
from US Major League Soccer
clubs, who will have not yet
started their 2010 season.

The Dutch are 3-0 against
the Americans, winning 1-0 at
Amsterdam in 2004 in their
mostrecent meeting.

Scotland eye

Levein
AFP, Glasgow

The Scottish Football
Association (SFA) has asked
Dundee United for permis-
sion to speak to their manager,
Craig Levein, about taking
charge of the national team.

Levein, 45, has been the
favourite to succeed George
Burley since Rangers manager
Walter Smith ruled himself out
of a return to the Scotland job,
and is reported to be giving
serious consideration to a
switch to international foot-
ball.

Burley was dismissed in the
wake of a3-0 friendly defeat by
Wales which followed
Scotland’s failure to reach the
play-offs for a place in next
year'sWorld Cup.

The SFA has indicated that
it wants to have the new man-
ager in place before the draw
for the qualifying tournament
for Buro 2012 is made on
February 7.

With his side set to face | |
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Barcelona star Lionel Messi (R) scores past Atlante goalkeeper Federico Vilar during their Club World

Cup semifinal in Abu Dhabi on Wednesday.

CLUB WORLD CUP

A Barca masterclass

AFP, Abu Dhabi

European champions Barcelona produced a
masterclass to beat Mexican side Atlante 3-1
here on Wednesday and book their place in the
World Club Cup final.

Guillermo Rojas shot Atlante into a surprise
fifth-minute lead with Sergio Busquets dragging
Barca back on level terms ten minutes from the
break.

Second-half substitute Lionel Messi put the
Spanish giants ahead in the 55th minute with
Pedro wrapping up the semifinal in the 67th
minutein frontof41,000 fans at the Zayed Sports
Citystadium.

Barcelona meet Argentine side Estudiantes,
who beat South Korea's Pohang Steelers 2-1 in
Tuesday's semifinal, in Saturday's final.

Atlante will face Asian champions Pohang
Steelersin the third place play-off.

TheWorld Club Cup is the only international
honour missing from Barcelona's well-stocked
trophy cabinet after their previous attempt to
win it, in 2006, ended in a 1-0 defeat to Brazilian
side Internacional.

Victory in the tournament would crown a

remarkable year for the current Spanish league
leaders, who last season won the Champions
League, Spanish league and King's Cup to claim
anunprecedented treble.

Pep Guardiola's side quickly settled into their
familiar passing rhythm but they fell behind
within five minutes when Rojas touched the ball
past Barca goalkeeper Victor Valdes before fin-
ishing from a difficult angle.

Atlante goalkeeper Federico Vilar had to save
from Busquets as the Catalans sought a quick
response, while Zlatan Ibrahimovic had an effort
cleared offtheline.

Andres Iniesta and Ibrahimovic were both
narrowly off-target with long-range efforts but
10 minutes before the interval Barca levelled
when Busquets touched home from close range
after Yaya Toure had flicked on Xavi's corner.

Messi made his entrance shortly after the
break and within two minutes he had delighted
the crowd by putting his side in front.

The recently crowned European Footballer of
the Year collected a reverse pass from
Ibrahimovic before slipping away from a
defender, rounding the goalkeeper and tapping
the ballinto anempty net.

Barca's third arrived 23 minutes from time,
with Iniesta slaloming through the Atlante
defence before setting up Pedro, who provided a
nerveless finish.

Bordeaux extend lead

AFP, Paris

A second-half strike by Brazilian
midfielder Jussie earned French
league leaders Bordeaux a 1-0
win at Montpellier on
Wednesday that increased their
lead at the summit to six points.

Marseille were indebted to
18-year-old debutant Jordan
Ayew for earning a 2-1 comeback win at Lorient
that lifted them up to second, while Lyon
bounced back from their defeat at home to
Bordeaux on Sunday by winning 2-0 at home to
second-bottom Boulogne to go fourth.

Montpellier enjoyed the best of the game's
early exchanges at their Stade de la Mosson
home but Yoann Gourcuff missed a golden
opportunity to put the visitors in front when he
placed a weak 30th-minute penalty into the
arms of Geoffrey Jourdren after a handball in the
hosts' penalty area.

Cedric Carrasso kept the away team on level
terms with a fine reflex stop from Alberto Costa
early in the second period before Jussie fired
Bordeaux ahead just before the hour, breezing
past a defender on the edge of the penalty area
and dispatching a firm strike into the bottom-

rightcorner.

Rene Girard's Montpellier had not previously
been beaten at home since returning to the top
flight this season but they were unable to find a
way back into the game despite dominating
possession in the final stages.

Defending champions Bordeaux head the
division on 37 points, with Marseille and
Montpellier, both of whom have a game in hand,
sixand seven points backrespectively.

Marama Vahirua gave Lorient the lead from the
penalty spotin the 53rd minute at home to Marseille
but Ayew, the son of Ghana great Abedi Pele, con-
verted Bakary Kone's cross in the 68th minute to
mark his firstseniorappearance withagoal.

A draw would have taken Marseille into third
place but they kept pushing and in injury time
ex-Bordeaux man Souleymane Diawara gave the
visitors all three points with a header from Lucho
Gonzalez's free-kick.

In the night's other matches, Monaco won 1-
0 at home to Rennes, Nancy beat Nice 2-0 and Le
Mans clambered out of the relegation zone by
defeating rock-bottom Grenoble 1-0.

Paris Saint-Germain missed out on the
chance to go fifth when they were held to a 1-1
draw at home to in-form Lens in the late kick-off
atthe Parcdes Princes.
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