DHAKA THURSDAY DECEMBER 17, 2009

PHOTO AFP
These recent file photos
show US President Barack
Obama (L) and billionaire US
financier Warren Buffet (R),
who are very distant cousins
going back to an indentured
servant from 17th century
France, Ancestry.com said
on Tuesday.

Obama and
billionaire
Buffet are
distant cousins

AFP, Washington

President Barack Obama
and billionaire financier
Warren Bulfet are very
distant cousins going back
to an indentured servant
from 17th century France,
Ancestry.com said Tuesday.
Experts from what is
billed as the world's largest
family history website
traced the two men's lin-
eage to Mareen Duvall, who
immigrated to Maryland
from France in the 1650s.
Duvall is Obama's ninth
great-grandfather and
Buffett's sixth great-
grandfather, according to
Ancestry.com, which earlier
this year found that Obama
has German roots and in
2007 said he was distant

cousin ofactor Brad Pitt.

Chicago court
rejects Tahawwur
Rana's bail plea

ANI, Chicago

A Chicago Federal Court on
Tuesday denied bail to alleged
Pakistan-born Canadian
Lashkar operative Tahawwur
Hussain Rana.

Rana is one of the two LeT
operatives caught by the FBI in
October on charges of plotting
a major terror attack against
India that left 166 people dead
in Mumbai.

The court said Rana, if
released pending a trial, has
the means and know-how to
flee the country to avoid a
possible 30-year prison
(erm.

Pronouncing her decision,
US Magistrate Judge Nan
Nolan told Rana, "I am sure
you would be disappointed.
Butyou have to keep doing the
bestyouaredoing.”
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7l ME peace deal possible
in 6 months, says Abbas

PLO extends mandates of Palestinian president

AP, AFP, Ramallah

"The Central Committee of the PLO

Yalestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
sald In an interview published
Wednesday that a peace deal with Israel
could be reached within six months if
Israel freezes settlement construction

during that time.

Abbas said he proposed the six-month
freeze to Israeli Defence Minister Ehud
Barakinarecenttelephone conversation,
Liberation
Organisation (PLO) yesterday extended
the mandates of both President Mahmud
Abbas and the Hamas-dominated parlia-
ment until elections can be held.

Earlier the Palestine

took the decision that president Abbas
and the Legislative Council will continue
their duties until the next election in
accordance with the Basic Law," PLO
representative Qald al-Ghul told AFP,

The decision by the powerful umbrella
Rroup was an attempl to prevent a consti-
tutional vacuum after January 24, when
the present mandates expire, as the
Islamist Hamas movement has vowed to
preventavote in their Gaza enclave.

Abbas had called elections for next
month but the Islamist group that drove
his forces from Gaza in June 2007 has said
it will not allow a vote in its territory until

ment.

there is a national reconciliation agree-

"I suggested to him (Barak) three
weeks ago that Israel freeze all construc-
tion in the settlements for six months,
including east Jerusalem," Abbas told the
Israeli daily Haaretz. "During this time we
can get back to the table and even com-
plete talks on a final status agreement. |
have yet to recelve an answer.”

[sracl has rejected Palestinian and US
demands that it halt settlement construc-
tion in the West Bank and east Jerusalem,
war-won lands the Palestinians want for
their state, A freeze is mandated by the
US-backed "road map" peace plan.

Forest dept rejoinder

FROM PAGE 1

resources. These villagers are
legally settled inside the
forest and are allowed to
collect fuel wood for domes-
tic use. But this practice is
negatively reflected in the
news item,

People living in surround-
ing villages of the forest
frequently try to steal forest
resources. rorest
Department along with the
Co-management Committee
is working together to pro-
tect the forest from thieves.
Sometimes forest officials as
well as members of the Co-
management are brutally
assaulted by the goons.
Hossain claimed that partici-
patory forestry management
proved to be a huge success
in resource restoration and
improvement of the forest.

The published pictures of
felled trees are from deep
forest, where it is most trou-
blesome to carry those.
These fallen trees are left
there to decompose and
improve fertility of the soil.

Meantime, Range Officer
of Habiganj in another
rejoinder to a news head-
lined “rainforests ravaged”
said the reportis baseless. He
blamed the local people for
attempts to fell and smuggle
trees of the forest. He said the
range has insufficient staff
who cannot guard the forest
properly.

Our Reply
During our visit to Kalenga
forest on November 30 we

talked to wide range of peo-
ple including ethnic, tribal,
locals and Co-management
Committee members all of
whom unanimously said that
the Kalenga rainforest is
subjected to indiscriminate
thefts and deforestation in
an alarming level.

The grip of the "limited
forest staff members” in
Kalenga on the local commu-
nity is so tight that almost
anyone we talked to
requested anonymity telling
us stories of atrocities by
"forest office gangs" who are
plundering the rainforest.

As we are writing this
rejoinder, we have news from
Kalenga that thieves are
plundering hundreds of trees
in the Sonbari Plantation
Forest area of the Kalenga
forest. Our sources also
confirm that the forest
department is mysteriously
trying to cover up the theft.

During our trek we found
numerous traces of freshly
cut stumps of trees. We also
learnt from villagers how
forest officials were trying to
dig out those stumps and
camouflage the area with
bushes. In fact, the rainforest
of Kalenga is now under
threat. We urge the authori-
ties to take immediate steps
to protect and preserveit.

As for the range officer's
rejoinder, it does not contra-
dict The Daily Star report and
rather acknowledges the
illegal logging going on
there.

Maoists plan to take
over Nepal's capital

PT1, Kathmandu

A new political confrontation seemed to be looming over Nepal
with the Maoists threatening to take over the capital Kathmandu
as partoftheirdrive to form parallel governments at regional level.

The Maoists, who have already announced formation of
parallel governments in 10 districts, have threatened on
Wednesday to take over the capital to tumn it into Newa

Autonomous Region.

Maoist chairman Prachanda will inaugurate the new autono-
mous region later on Wednesday as Nepalese Congress Party
warned the ultra Leftists to desist from such tactics as it may lead
to "biggest political and social confrontation”.

Nepalese Congress' statement comes after various disgrun-
tled ethnic bodies vowed to protest any such unilateral decision
to delineate the autonomous states.

@he Ea‘ﬁu Star

PHOTO: AFP
Hundreds of activists of the Climate Justice Action gather at the Taamby Railway Station near
Copenhagen early Wednesday to start the Reclaim Power demonstration. The aim of the activists is
toreach and enter the Bella Centre where COP15, the UN Climate Change Conference, takes place.

Climate change a 'ticking

time bomb' for food
Says UN expert

AFP, Geneva

A UN expert on the right to
food said Wednesday that
climate change represented a
‘ticking timebomb” that
would hit the poorest coun-
tries and those who struggled
to feed themselves the hard-
est.

"Climate change is a tick-
ing time bomb for global food
security,” said United Nations

Special Rapporteur on the
right to food Olivier De
Schutter as the UN climate
summit in Copenhagen strug-
gled toreach agreement.

"We know that the impacts
of climate change will be felt
disproportionately by some of
the poorest countries and the
most vulnerable within those
countries,” he added in a
statement.

"And we know that small

scale farmers and indigenous
peoples, as well as those who
depend on land for their liveli-
hoods, will suffermost.”
However, De Schutter
cautioned that some mea-
sures aimed at countering
climate change could also be
harmful, after finding that
some projects for the Clean
Development Mechanism
(CDM) had violated human

rights.

Hasina meets Manmohan on Jan 11

FROM PAGE 16
diplomatic sources say peo-

ple of both the countries are
pinning high hope on open-
ing a new chapter in Indo-
Bangla relationship. And
they expect the breaking of
fresh grounds in not-so-
warm ties of past several
years and creation of a right
atmosphere for resolving
long-standing issues
between the two next-door

neighbours.
The officials are fine-

tuning issues to be tabled
for discussion. "This time
we will be going with ade-
quate preparations and
officials of ministries con-
cerned are doing massive
homework so that there is
no lapses from our side,”

Final date of the visit is
likely to be formally
announced after Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's
return from Copenhagen on
December 21. Sources said
India has put forward a fresh
schedule for Hasina's visit
to India from January 10.

They said although
Dhaka is yet to confirm the
date, officials are working
keeping it in mind that
Bangladesh might accept
the India-proposed date.
Earlier, Hasina was due to
begin her visit to India on
December 18 but it was
deferred as both the PMs
will be busy in the climate
change summit in
Copenhagen.

Seeking warmer relations

up prominently at the sum-
mit meeting. India has
already agreed to give transit
facility to Bangladesh to go
to Nepal and Bhutan using
Indian territory.

Two governments will
sign five bilateral agree-
ments including an extradi-
tion treaty during Hasina's
visit. Three of the agree-
ments are related to com-
bating terrorism and crimi-
nal activities and two are
related to purchase of elec-
tricity and expansion of
trade and commerce.

The mutual legal assis-

tance on criminal matters,
extradition treaty, a pact on
transfer of sentenced peo-
ple, and one on combating
international terrorism,

said Hasina now may fly to
India on January 10 after
observing the historic
Homecoming Day of
Bangabandhu. Hasina will
be accorded a ceremonial
reception at Rashtrapati
Bhaban in the Indian capital
onJanuary 11 morning.

She will be given a 21-gun
salute and a guard of honour
in the forecourt of the official
residence of the Indian presi-
dent. Horse mounted Indian
Presidential Guards will be
escorting herat that time.

She will lay a wreath at
New Delhi's Rajghat mauso-
leum of India’s freedom
icon Mahatma Gandhi.
Later, she will pay a courtesy
call on Indian President
Prativa Patil at Rashtrapathi

and Congress President
Sonia Gandhi. She would
also meet Lok Shabha
Leader of the Opposition LK
Advani and several senior
ministers like Finance
Minister Pranab Mukherjee,
External Affairs Minister SM
Krishna and Railway

Minister Mamata Banerjee.
She will visit Ajmer Sharif

in Rajasthan to offer fateha
at the mazar of Khwaja
Moinuddin Chisti (RH)."
Hasina will visit Visva
Bharati University at
Santiniketan in West Bengal.
West Bengal Chief Minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee is
due to meet her in Kolkata.
Hasina is expected to call on
former West Bengal chief
minister and veteran politi-
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