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British Prime Minister Gordon Brown (2nd L) and Afghan President Hamid Karzai (2nd R) talk with US
soldiers at a military base in Kandahar on Sunday. Brown vowed a renewed effort to defeat the
Taliban insurgency during a visit to Afghanistan on Sunday, hailing the next few months as critical.

Stalled talks with India

ANI, Multan

Pakistan Prime Minister
Yousaf Raza Gilani has said
that not talking with India
would only benefit terrorists.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Gilani admitted
that the Mumbai terror attacks
had created a rift berween
India and Pakistan, but both
countries should realise that
all issues should be settled
through talks.

“Pakistan wants good
relations with all its neigh-
bours, including India.
However, the Mumbai attacks
created a rift berween India
and Pakistan,” he said, point-
Ing towards cooperation
between the two countries on
anti-terrorism.

He added that only terror-
ists would benefit from the

stalled talks between Pakistan
and India.

Gilani refused to say any-
thing on the alleged Indian
involvement in Balochistan,
saying it was a sensitive issue
and statements on itshould be
avoided.

‘We cannot disclose our
strategy but we have evidence
‘ol Indian involvement] and
will present it at an appropri-
ate forum-at a suitable time,"
hesaid.

Earlier Pakistan's Foreign
Minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi has denied Islamabad's
role in last year's Mumbai terror
attacks, but claimed that his
government has concrete
evidence to prove Indian
involvement in the ongoing
terroracuvities in Pakistan.

“Now, it has been admitted
globally that Pakistan was not

“benefit terrors: Gilani

involved in the Mumbai ter-
rorist attacks. We have con-
crete evidence regarding
Indian involvement in terror
activities in Pakistan,” the
Daily Times quoted Qureshi,
as saying in an interview with
anArabTVchannel.

Qureshi added that the
Mumbai carnage was plotted
by elements that wished to
sabotageIndo-Pakrelations.

"Economic progress is vital
to counter extremism in the
region,” he said.

Qureshi also urged the
international community to
press India to understand that
there was no alternative to
dialogue to establish sustain-
able peace in the region.

At least 170 people died in
coordinated shooting and
bomb attacks in Mumbai on
November 26 last year.
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-0of Americans
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DHAKA TUESDAY DECEMBER 15, 2009

school in Pakistan

US mulls expanding drone strikes into Quetta

AFP, Peshawar

of the country in recent years as they wage

Taliban militants blewup a girls' school in
Pakistan's Khyber district yesterday,
officials said, as two soldiers and seven
insurgents were killed in clashes in the

northwest tribal belt.

The pre-dawn school attack took place
in Saddokhel town in northwest Khyber
tribal district, where militants detonated
explosives planted around the building,
destroying all five school rooms but caus-

ingno injuries,

“They are Taliban. They are the same
people who do notwantchildren to getan
education,” senior administration official

Rahim Gul Khattak told AFP

[slamist militants opposed to co-
education have destroyed hundreds of
schools, mostly for girls, in the northwest

late Sunday.

Islamabad.

The concern has created tension
among officials in the administration of
President Barack Obama over whether
unmanned aircraft strikes in a city of

afierce insurgency to enforce Sharia law.
Meanwhile, senior US officials are
pushing to expand CIA drone strikes
beyond Pakistan's tribal region and into
a major city in an attempt to pressure
the Pakistani government to pursue
Taliban leaders based in the city of
Quetta, The Los Angeles Times reported

The newspaper said the prospect of
Predator aircraft strikes in Quetta signals
a new US resolve
Taliban, But it also risks rupturing
Washington's relationship with

said.

Proponents, including some military
leaders, argue that attacking the Taliban
inQuetta -- orat least threateningtodo so -
-~ is critical to the success of the revised
war strategy President Obama unveiled -
last week, The Times said.

Pakistani troops launched an offensive -

in Khyber district in September to try and

to decapitate the

Pak court stays
deportation

- A top Pakistani court yester-
. day ruled that five Americans
 being held on suspicion of
. terror
- deported back to the US or any
. other country before judges
850,000 are a realistic option, the paper -

links cannot be

review the case, an official

" said.

Pakistani police have

. alleged that the five young

Muslim men wanted to join

., militants in Pakistan's north-

west tribal areas before going

. to Afghanistan. The men are

accused of using Facebook

. and YouTube sites to try to
flush out both the Taliban and home- °

grown militant group Lashkar-e-Islam
(Army of Islam), led by feared warlord °
Mangal Bagh.

The fabled Khyber tribal region is the -
main land bridge to neighbouring .
Afghanistan and is also close to the north- -
west provincial capital Peshawar, which .
has been hit by a series of suicide bomb- -
ingsinrecentmonths.

connect with extremist groups

. in Pakistan.

They have not been for-

: mally charged with any crime

in Pakistan or produced in
court. No deportation order is
known to have been issued
though officials from the US

and Pakistan have said depor-

- tation backto Americais likely,

Political deadlock continues
in Andhra Pradesh

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
Hyderabad

The political deadlock in
Andhra Pradesh over the pro-
posed division of the state
continued Monday with minis-
ters and legislators from
Telangana region holding a
meeting after the state assem-
bly was adjourned sine die
amid uproar.

As the protests in Andhra
and Rayalaseema continued
for the fourth day against the
central government's decision
to initiate the process for for-
mation of a Telangana state,
Chief Minister K. Rosaiah and
the central leadership of the

Congress stepped up their
effortstoresolve theimpasse.

[n what is seen as some
respite for Rosaiah's govern-
ment, the ministers fromAndhra
and Rayalaseema regions
Monday decided not to go ahead
with theirdecision to resign.

Minister for municipal
administration Anam
Ramnarayan Reddy told
reporters that the chief minis-
ter had conveyed to all the 20
ministers from the two regions
that he would not accept their
resignations.

The ministers who met
Sunday evening had agreed to
review their decision on the
request of the chief minister.

Secret doc exposes Iran's
nuclear trigger

ANI, Washington

Confidential intelligence
documents show that Iran is
working on testing a key final
component of a nuclear
bomb.

According to The Times,
which accessed the docu-
ments related to Iran's most
sensitive military nuclear
project, found a four-year
plan to test a neutron initia-
tor, the component of a
nuclear bomb that triggers an
explosion.

Foreign intelligence agen-

cies date them to early 2007,
four years after Iran was
thought to have suspended its
weapons programime.

An Asian intelligence
source last week confirmed
that his country also believed
that weapons work was being
carried out as recently as 2007
- specifically, work on a neu-
tron initiator.

The technical document
describes the use of a neutron
source, uranium deuteride,
which independent experts
confirm has no possible civil-
lan or military use other than

In a nuclear weapon.

Uranium deuteride is the
material used in Pakistan's
bomb, from where Iran
obtained its blueprint.

"Although Iran might claim
that this work is for civil pur-
poses, there is no civil applica-
tion,” said David Albright, a
physicist and president of the
Institute for Science and
International Security in
Washington.

The institute has analysed
hundreds of pages of docu-
ments related to the Iranian
programme,

Atghanistan war decision
toughest of presidency

Says Obama

AFP, Washington

US President Barack Obama
said Sunday that his decision to
pour 30,000 more US troops
into the war in Afghanistan was
the most difficult of his presi-
dencyso far.

Acknowledging his move to
escalate the conflict flew in the
face of a war-weary public,
Obama said it would be clear
within a year whether the surge
was working but left the door
open to adjusting his approach
ifnecessary.

The newly crowned Nobel
laureate told CBS that attend-

ing ceremonies for fallen sol-
diers returning home in flag-
draped coffins and visiting
scarred veterans of the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan had
deeply marked him.

“There is nothing more
profound. And it is a solemn
obligation on the part of me as
commander in chief to get
those decisions right,"” he said.

Just days before he was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
and after months of delibera-
tions, Obama unveiled his new
Afghan strategy in a speech to
cadets at the prestigious West
Pointmilitaryacademy.

PHOTO: AFP

An internally displaced Afghan woman bakes bread by her mud house in a refugee camp in Kabul
yesterday. Despite billions of dollars of aid, the recent fraud-tainted election highlighted the massive
levels of official corruption in Afghanistan.

Lanka accuses

‘Gen Fonseka

of 'betrayal’

BBC ONLINE

The Sn Lankan government has
accused former army chief
General Sarath Fonseka of betray-
ing the nation after he made new
accusationsagainstit.

He alleged that the defence
secretary Gotabhaya
Rajapaksa, had ordered the
killing of Tamil Tiger rebel lead-
€rs as theywere trying to surren-
derlastMay.

The Sri Lankan government
said they were in fact shot by
otherrebel fighters.

Itsaysitis considering taking
legal action against the general.

Gen Fonseka is standing
against the incumbent
Mahinda Rajapaksa in next
month's presidential election.

The Human Rights Minister,
Mahinda Samarasinghe,
described Gen Fonseka's allega-
tion as a "betrayal based on the
untruth® and the biggest such
betrayalin Sri Lanka's history.

Palestinian girls wave their national flags bearing
against an attack on a mosque in the
Assailants vandalised the mosque ove
and burning the Qurans in an attack

moratorium on settlement construction.

PHOTO: AFP

the Fatah party's logo during a demonstration
West Bank village of Kfar Yasuf near Nablus on Sunday.
rnight on December 11, spraying hate messages in Hebrew
blamed on hardline Jewish settlers angered by a temporary

UN-backed
Congo troops
killing civilians

AP, Johannesbu rg

A UN-backed Congolese military
operation to oust rebels from
eastern Congo has caused more
civilian casualties than damage to
rebels, with more than 1,400
people deliberately killed over a
nine-month period, human rights
groups said yesterday.

Human Rights Watch said it
had documented "vicious and
widespread” attacks against
civilians by soldiers and rebels
between January and September.
Soldiers being fed and supplied
with ammunition by the United
Nations have killed civilians,
gang-raped girls and cut the heads
off some young men they accuse
of being rebels or supporting the
enemy, groups said.

"For every rebel combatant
disarmed, one civilian has been
killed, seven women and girls
have been raped, six houses
have been burned and
destroyed and 900 people have
been forced to flee their homes,"
British-based organization
Oxfam said.
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Trio of planets
found orbiting
Sun-like star
might harbour life

ANI, Edinburgh

Astronomers have discovered
three new planets orbiting a
nearby star that is almost identi-
cal to the Sun, which raises the
possibility of the planets har-
bouring life.

According to a report in The
Scotsman, the planets, whose
masses range from 5.3 1o 24.9
times that of the Earth, form a
mini-solar system circling the
star 61 Virginis, which is 27.8
light years away and can be seen
with the naked eye.

61 Virginis lies in thexconstel-
latinp of Virgo, visible from both
hemispheres. It has 0.96 of the
Sun’s mass and is only slightly
less bright.

Its family of planets were
discovered by British, Australian
and US astronomers using the
Anglo-Australian Telescope in
New South Wales, Australia, and
the Keck telescope in Hawaii.

Blair sycophancy blamed
for British involvement

in Iraq war

ANI, London

Former British prime minister
Tony Blair's "sycophancy”
towards Washington and the
failure of the governing class
to speak the truth were cited as
key factors for Britain's
involvement in the second
GulfWar against Iraqin 2003,

A former prosecutions
chief, Sir Ken Macdonald, told
the Lord Chilcot Inquiry that
Blair indulged and engaged in
an "alarming subterfuge" with
George Bush, and then misled
and cajoled the British people
into awar they did not want.

"Blair's fundamental flaw
was his sycophancy towards
those in power. Perhaps this
seems odd inamanwho drank
50 much of that mind-altering
brew athome, But Washington
turmed his head and he could-
n't resist the stage or the glam-

our that it gave him," The
Times qumeg Macdonald, as
saying.

[n his most savage comment,
he writes that the heart-rending
sacrifices made by British forces
would become the stuffof poetry
and song in future years. But
none of that would sprinkle any
starlighton Blair.

'On the contrary it is
entirely the work of warriors
cast carelessly into death's
way by a Prime Minister lost in
self-aggrandisement and a
governing class too closed to
speak truth to power," he says.

Sir Ken's intervention:

comes after Blair's declaration
in a BBC interview that he
would have favoured remov-
ing Saddam Hussein regard-
less of whether he had pos-
sessed weapons of mass
destruction,

swisscontact
Request for Proposals

If training is the solution, what is the problem?

Swisscontact is a Zurich-based. non-profit organizaton founded in 1959 by members of the

Swiss prvate sector and academia.

The goal of Swisscontact is to promote sustainable

cconomic development through collaboration with public and private sector partners 1in
developing countries. In Bangladesh, Swisscontact is registered with the NGO A ffairs Bureau.

Swisscontact implements SkillMark, a market-driven skills development project targeting
uncmployed and underemployed young men and women in Bangladesh. SkillMark facilitates
sustainable measures to develop markets for skills training through which the poor youth may
gain a foothold in the domestic and overseas job market. SkillMark promotes environmentally
and socially responsible business practices and seeks to increase opportunities for women in

the skills markers.

Swisscontact seeks proposals from potential collaborators in the private and public sectors.
Swisscontact believes significant improvements in the domestic and migrant workers skills will
enhance the economic and social conditions of the young men and women and contribute to
the overall development of Bangladesh.

Objective

Develop partnerships and mechanisms to boost sustainable growth and expansion of skilled
and qualified workforce thereby opening new business horizons for key players Le. Training

Providers, Recruitment Agencies, Trade & Business Associations and [ndustry.

The

partnerships would focus on but are not limited to the following major arcas:
1. Developing demand-based, quality training offers
2. Ensuring competency standard and certification
3. Facilitating job placement

4. Facilitating investments

Offer

Among other things, Swisscontact offers:
1. Capacity building of training providers and recruitment agencies
2. Strengthening linkages between training providers, recruitment agencies and industries
3. Assisting research on labor market, innovative training products, new market

uppurmnitim CLC.

4. Facilitating participaton by financial institutions

Who can apply?

l.ocal training providers and recruitment agencies, having at least 3 (three) years of operation
are eligible to apply. Relevant trade and business associatdons are requested to submir their

proposals as training providers.

Submission Details

Please send email to skiilnmrk@r}.swi5scnnt41ct.nr;;.bd or call 9882663, or 9887264-5 to collect

the proposal remplate.

Proposals need to be submitted by 7th January 2010, 05:00 PM in an envelope addressed to:

The Selection Committee
SkillMark
Swisscontact-Bangladesh
78K Park Road, Baridhara
Dhaka 1212 Bangladesh

Selection
Upon review of the proposals, short listed entities will be contacted. Please note that
Swisscontact reserves the right to reject any proposal. For further details on the submission of
proposals and evaluation process, please refer to the proposal template.




