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The saga lives on...

From top left: Munier Choudhury, Serajuddin Hossain, Dr. Alim Chowdhury, Mofazzal Haidar
Chaudhury, Shahidullah Kaiser, Dr. Fazle Rabbi. Second row: Nizamuddin Ahmed, Anwar Pasha,
Syed Nazmul Haque, Syed Abdul Mannan, Dr. Abul Kalam Azad, Ghyasuddin Ahmed. Bottom row:
Rashidul Hasan, Dr. MAM Faizul Mahi, Dr. MA Khair, Zahirul Haq, Selina Parvin, Santosh Chandra
Bhattacharyya, ANM Mustafa.

Shahidullah Kaiser

Journalist and novelist, born on
16 February 1927 in Mazupur
village of Feni.

After completing honours in
economics from Presidency
College in 1946, Shahidullah
Kaiser enrolled for the Master of
Arts in economics at Calcutta
University, but could not sit for
the final examination. He was a
member of the provincial
Communist Party of East
Pakistan and also played an
important role in the Language
Movement in 1952. He suffered
Imprisonmentseveral times.

Shahidullah Kaiser started
his career in journalism in 1949
with the weekly Ittefag in
Dhaka. In 1958, he
appointed associate editor of
the Sangbad, and continued to
work there until his death.

Shahidullah Kaiser was also a
novelist of note. He came into

wads

the limelight with Sareng Bau
(The Captain's Wife).

Santosh Chandra

Bhattacharyya

Born on 30 August, 1915 in
Nawabgan) upazila of Dhaka
district, Santosh Chandra
Bhattacharyya graduated
from Dhaka University in 1937

‘withMonours'in 'History and’

obtained MA degree in 1938
from the same institution
occupying first position in the
first class in both the examina-
tions.

He started his academic
career as a lecturer in
Jagannath College in 1939 and
worked there until 1949, when
he joined the History
Department of Dhaka
University as a Senilor
Lecturer. A scholar in Sanskrit
literature and ancient history
of Bengal and India,

Bhattacharyya served Dhaka
University as a devoted
teacher and a scholar until his
death (14 December, 1971) in
the hands of the cohorts of the
Pakistan army.

Prof. Munier Choudhury
Born in 1925 at Manikganj,
Dhaka. Hailed from Noakhali.
Joined the department of
Bangla as a lecturer in 1955,
before that he was a part time
teacher in the English depart-
ment. He was an M.A. in
English, but while he was
interned at Dhaka Central Jail
(1953-54) during the Language
Movement he did his M. A.
(first in first class) in Bangla
also..

He became Reader in 1962
and Professor in 1970 and the
Dean of the faculty of arts in
1971.

The members of the Al-Badr
killed him at the dawn of our
liberation. His dead body could
not be identified.

Mofazzal Haidar

Chaudhury

Mofazzal Haidar Chaudhury,
born in Noakhaliin 1926, joined
the department of Bangla of
Dhaka University in 1955. He
studied at London University
for a couple of years in linguis-
tics. He was awarded 'Sahitya
Bharati' by the Viswa Bharati
University, Santiniketan. He

~became, Reader,in, Bengali, +4n

1970. His famous writings
include Bangla Banan o Lipi
Sanskar, Rabi Parikrama,
Colloquial Bengali, Bhasa o
Sanskriti, Sahityer Nava
Rupayan etc.

He was picked up and killed

by the Al-Badr on December 14,
1971.

Rashidul Hasan

Rashidul Hasan, bornin 1932 in
Bhirbhum district of West
Bengal, migrated to this part of
the subcontinent then under
Pakistani rule in 1949. He

obtained BA(Hons.) and MA in
English from DU in 1957 and
1958 respectively. He taught at
various colleges including
Narsingdi, Pabna Edward
College and Krishna Chandra
College of Bhirbhum in West
Bengal. Finally, he joined the
English Department, DU, as a
lecturerin 1967.

He was a liberal democrat
and a life long fighter against
fundamentalism and
communalism.

A close friend of Anwar
Pasha, Rashidul Hasan was
picked up together with his
friend Anwar from the same flat
within the DU campus.

Anwar Pasha

Born on 15 April 1928 at Dabkai
village in Murshidabad, India.
He did his MA in Bangla from
Calcutta University in 1953. In
1958 he joined Pabna Edward
College and then, in 1966, the
Department of Bangla, Dhaka
University.

Anwar Pasha was picked up
from his university flat and
brutally killed with other intel-
lectuals. He was posthumously
honoured with the Bangla
Academy Award for his literary
achievements.

Dr. MAM Faizul Mahi

Dr. Faizul Mahi was born in
1939 at Feni. He was very much
dedicated to the cause of the

""War oflibeéfation tHat was goiiig’

on from March to December,
helping the freedom fighters
from within keeping a low
profile. But he could not keep
secret his real identity from the
watchful eyes of the collabora-
tors some of whom happened
to be his colleagues within the
IER.

Mabhi joined the Institute of
Education and Research in 1968
after obtaining Ed. D (doctorate
in education) and then soon
became Senior Lecturer. He was
adedicated teacher.

Martyred Intellectuals

The beastly Al-Badr group
picked him up on 14 December
from his residence.

Ghyasuddin Ahmed
Ghyasuddin Ahmed was born in
Narsingdi in 1935. He passed
MA in History from Dhaka
University in 1957. He joined
Jagannath College in the
History department as lecturer
and later joined Dhaka
University in 1958. He went to
the UK with Commonwealth
Scholarship in 1964 and
obtained Honours degree in
World History from London
School of Economics.

Accused of helping the free-
dom fighters he was taken to
Dhaka Cantonment for ques-
tioning. He was released after a
few days. Then again on 14
December 1971 he was picked
up from Mohsin Hall by the Al
Badrkilling squad. On 4 January
1972 his clothes and mutilated
body were identified in Mirpur
area.

Mohammad Fazle Rabbi

Dr. Mohammad Fazle Rabbi
was born in Pabna in 1932. He
was an activist during the
Language Movement in 1952,
He passed MBBS from Dhaka
Medical College in 1955 and
received gold medal for secur-
ing top positionin MBBS exam-
ination. In 1963 he joined
Dhaka Medical College and

.Hospital as associate professor

(FTTITIrT T

af medicine.

On 15 December midnight
Dr. Rabbi along with some other
intellectuals were taken in a
truck from the Lalmatia
Physical Training Institute to
the Rayerbazar brickfield and
murdered in a brutal manner.
His dead body was identified on
18 December.

Selina Parvin

Selina Parvin was born in
Noakhaliin 1931. She was a poet
and a journalist. She had her
primary education in Feni. She

-

became an avid reader of
Bengali literature. She took a job
at weekly 'Lalana.” Then she
started her own literary maga-
zine 'Shilalipi." She also began
to write poems, short stories
and essays. On 14 December
1971 she was murdered by Al-
Badr.

Nizamuddin Ahmed

Nizamuddin Ahmed was born
in Munshiganjin 1929. He was a
journalist. He passed MA in
economics from Dhaka
University in 1959. Later he
joined Pakistan Press
International. He became the
editor of PPI in 1969 and was
promoted to the rank of general
manager.

On 12 December 1971,
Nizamuddin was taking his
lunch when members of Al-
Badr picked him up from his
residence. His body was never
found.

Syed Nazmul Haque

Syed Nazmul Haque was born
in Khulna in 1941.He passed
B.A. (Hons) and M.A. in Political
Science from Dhaka University
in 1963 and 1964 respectively.
He took an active part in the
anti-martial law movement in
1962. He was arrested for dis-
rupting the convocation
programme on the DU campus
in 1964 where the then governor
of East Pakistan Abdul Monem

9PKhan was present.

He became the chief reporter
of Pakistan Press International
and Dhaka correspondent of
Columbia Broadcasting Service.
He prepared a full report on the
proceedings of Agartala
Conspiracy Case. He sent news
items on the atrocities carried
out by the Pakistani forces dur-
ing the liberation war.

On 11 December 1971, he was
picked up from his Purana
Paltan house by the members of
Al-Badr. His dead body was
never found.

From the pages of my father's diar

A daughter seeks justice

ROQUAIYA HASINA NEELY

Y father is mar-
tyred intellectual
SMA Rashidul
Hasan. He was a
teacher in the English depart-
ment of Dhaka University. I lost
him when I was only 13. Long
before I could discover him as
the person he was. How he was
and who he was, what were his
thoughts and ideologies--
answers to all these questions
would have remained unknown
if it weren't for his meticulous
diaries which my mother had
held on to for so many years
with great care. Over the years |
have read the diaries many-
many times each time and what
amazes me is how a person
could have led such an orga-
nized life and noted down all the
works of a day with such dili-
gence? Every event from the
important ones to the ones
carried out every day found its
way into the pages of the diary.
We were a family of five-my
mother-Begum Roquaiya
Rashid, father, elder brother-
Mahmud Hasan, younger sis-
ter-Suraiya Amina Smreeti and
me. My sister is 10 years youn-
ger to me and was very small at
that time. So my mother and

father had their pick, my
brother being my mother's
favorite and me being my
father's. It was due to his wishes
that | am a Tagore singer today.
Being my father's favorite came
with the benefit of being able to
go everywhere with him.

He paid attention to these
little events of daily life and
noted them down with care. I
realize his love for all of us from
this. Every morning he would
wake up and read the Holy
Quran sitting my little sister on
his lap. He cared about all our
feelings and thoughts and paid
attention to them.

He talked as beautifully as he
wrote. He was very outspoken,
honest and conscious as well.
He loved his country and
wanted the best for it and was-
n't afraid to say so either. The
depth of his thoughts concern-
ing our country and general
countrymen awes me. | can
imagine with what vigor and
enthusiasm 21st February was
celebrated in 1969 from his
diary entry on that day. He
noted down the speech of Mr,
Abul Hashim.

How much he loved his coun
try becomes evident from his
writings. He wrote on 12th
march, 1969:

L]

A man who loves his coun-
try this much doesn't forget
about his fellow human
beings. It hurt him to see the
tyranny of the powerful people
over the weaker ones. How a
riot at Ahmedabad in India
moved him is evident from the
following entry:

big heart filled with love for
everyone. Not only have we
been deprived of our father's
love but so has been the whole
nation. If we had more selfless,
dutiful, honest citizens like him
today, our country would not
have been in such a state. The
Pakistanis were smart enough

IR 2
WS SRy ¥R 4
LIS O Bl ar

SYYEYA o "';i;ir' af Vagyd
@ YO, (W A Qﬁ‘% (’JW |
EPL WYEaC 1 a2 wenge

3 o B il VL NI i

A TR SaY SC e e .;rya AR A e

(:ﬁ, NI/ GTBYR L O =Y QA
£TF 1 dvIe W AV @ vASIRC
SC 7N 'i“t 3 5’:\ " (2 HG< ? VA -1n;fY’(Q "‘“"f'%
A YR Qof(ME S0V T | axond g;/@:@
EAMA MNABGC UV EAy N GYTHY MY (AN
(B GYXTRX BENTMYN AN avRY (AT 1 (R mA
..u,u%’lf‘f i '.'li‘ru' > e 3 —_— LA BT e
« Lome wcx ) “*:_};E‘ E"?\'{{:l’} GWF‘- A
Qe oY Vet TN vt
?-_h'_;‘.‘] Y LY Bl L 2N IVAA :lq'f'm S Vind
Cm (6 :

A~ N & |

YR YA Con o™ A RTITAN (O

A ::— o Sy Y a’:;;s-.‘\‘:-‘?fﬁ
' 2 %'s B )

I Y X

ads oA r-..\

}-(h‘(r_ny 44 s £ 5
i '.' 5

A G A WA
> \r @ (A
e oS L Y Ay
A (X - 7

YA

i. -
"nyYs

AN TY
O, rvyny HEIM H(L (WO NN 3D
(% XD @ | vays 9'1(}# 0 YU
Cx&ea v:'a- % Y RO YA G Y YaYX
S Gt L€ - r“‘\(h-._‘:, " rl.,‘,{‘?_{_ | 1

]

to understand that if these peo-
ple lived no one could get in the

What stands out in my
father's diaries is how he had a

way of Bangladesh becoming
the glorious nation it dreamt of
being. Thus they made a plan of
crippling the nation by killing its
intellectuals. And our own coun-
trymen had helped them carry
out the plan successfully. The
Pakistani army did not know
our fathers. The Rajakars, Al-
Badar and Al-Shams helped
identify them. How could we
even dream of forgiving these
people? They must be brought
to justice.

That was the end of year
1969. Bengali's had to a lot to be
proud of, lot of inspiration to go
on with. Now we are at the end
of 2009, 37 years since our inde-
pendence, What have we done
to make this year memorable?
Another year has passed by: still
the war criminals have not been
brought to justice. What resolu-
tion should we make for the
coming year? At least one
should include the efforts of
trying to bring the war criminals
to justice. I congratulate the
initiatives of the Sector
Commanders' forum that has
come forward with the demand
and hope that the initiative
doesn't only remain within
meeting and symposiums, |
request the whole nation to
come forward to help bring the

criminals to justice so that my

mother could see that the sacri-

fice of her husband was not

gone in vain and that we could

at least remember the next year

as the year when justice will .
have been served.

and
intellec-

The writer is a TV artist
daughter of martyred

tual SMA Rashidul Hasan.




