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Blair defends Iraq war,

- chiefs to answer

-

L
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even without WMD

AFP, London

T ——

Britain would have backed the
invasion of Iraq even il it knew
that Saddam Hussein had no
weapons of mass destruction
(WMDs), former British pre-
mier Tony Blair said in com-
ments released yesterday.

Blair, who is to appear
before a long-awaited official
Irag war inquiry early next
year, said London would have
used other ways to justily its
support for the 2003 US-led
war to oust the lraqi leader.

"I would still have thought
it right to remove him.
Obviously you would have had
to use and deploy different
arguments, about the nature
ofthe threat,” he told the BBC

"I can't really think we'd be
betterwith him and his two sons
still in charge but it's incredibly
difficult,” he added, according
to comments released before
the programme was broadcast
on Sunday.

Blair said: "It was the
notion of him as a threat to the
region, of which the develop-
ment of WMD was obviously
one, and because you'd had 12
vears of United Nations to and

fro on this subject, he used
chemical weapons on his own
people -- so this was obviously
the thing that was uppermost
inmymind."

Blair, who controversially
backed then US president
George W, Bush in the March
2003 invasion of Iraq, accepted
that families of those who died
blamed him, but insisted
relatives of soldiers could be
proud of their sacrifice.

"You know there are par-
ents who feel very, very, deeply
angry and resentful and
believe that the war was not
worthit,” he said.

But he added: "It's also
important to understand that
many ol those who are in the
armed forces... they are very
often proud of what their child
has done and proud of the
cause they fought in, so you've
gottobe.”

The former premier also
stressed the importance of his
Christian faith and
explained why he did not
convert to Catholicism until
after he leftoffice in 2007,

“There would have been
endless hassle," he said.

"Maybe I should just have

England) thingintoit.

‘I had enough controversy
todeal with."

The former head ot
Britain's centre-left Liberal
Democrats party, Menzies

Campbell, said Saturday that
. of parliament's defence com-
have backed the war if law- °
makers knew there were no .

parliament would unlikely

WMD in [raq.

Commons then as he appears -
to be willing to be frank with . ( :ar bomb blaSt kills
Blair is expected to appear . { 3

before the so-called Chilcot - S]_X ]_n Ba hdad
which opened last month, g

. AFP, Baghdad, Kandahar
left the country this year -- -
early in 2010, possibly in .

the BBC now,” Campbell said.

inquiry into the Ilraq war --

alter almost all British forces
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BAGHDAD BLASTS
Iraq security

" AP, Baghdad

- Iraql state television reports

doneitbut, to be frank, . ‘
ut, to be frank, youhave * 14 top security chiefs are in

ROt 50 much going on as prime .

minister and there are so many © %,
: + tons over security lapses that

issues you are having to deal .
with, that you really wonder * °
whether it's a great idea to put . SUHMOEF against government
the whole Catholic versus the -

established church (Church of . People.

parliament to answer ques-
allowed a third attack since
sites In Baghdad killing 127

State television said the

~security chiefs arrived
- Saturday afternoon at parlia-
. ment, where they will be
+ questioned during the ses-
. sion,

Abbas al-Bayati, the head

mittee, said the lawmakers are
expected to ask the ministers

| ‘ . of interior and defence how
He (Blair) would not have .
1 3 g s ¥ . . i
obtained the tn‘r']ﬂ[‘ht ment of * .1, de security Tuesday in
the House of Commons on . ;
March 18, 2003 if he had been -

. : . Baghdad
as frank with the House of . b

suicide bombers managed to

heavily guarded downtown
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A demonstrator holds up a placard featurin
yesterday. Environment ministers sou

exchange between the US and China.

PHOTO: AFP

g US President Barack Obama during the UN Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen
ght to boost UN climate talks after the marathon meeting ran into turbulence, including a tough

Six people, including two police-

- menand two soldiers, were killed
~In a car bombing south of

Baghdad on Friday, an Iraqi
interior ministry official said.

Security forces were
attending to a bombing near
a shop in the town of
Yusufiyah, 25 km outside the
capital, when a nearby car
bomb went off, killing two
policemen, two soldiers and
two civilians.

The artack, in which 21
other people were also
wounded, occurred at around
5:00 pm (1400 GMT), the
official said.

Yusufiyah is in a
confessionally mixed region
known as the Triangle of Death
because of the frequency of
insurgent attacks during the

worst of Iraq's insurgency in the
wakeofthe 2003 US-led invasion.

In the east Baghdad neigh-
bourhood of Zayouna, mean-
while, a senior policeman was
badly injured and his family
were wounded by a magnetic
“sticky bomb" affixed to his
car, the official said.

In a separate attack, Taliban
gunmen riding motorbikes
assassinated an Afghan coun-
ter-terror officer Saturday in
Kandahar, the birthplace of
the hard-line Islamist militia
in southern Afghanistan,
police said.

The officer was sitting in a
shop when the attackers
opened fire, killing him and
wounding a shopkeeper
before making a quick get-
away, deputy provincial police
chief Mohammad Shah
Farooqitold AFP.

Philippines lifts
martial law

Govt warns kidnappersof
dire consequence

AFP, Manilal Prosperidad

President Gloria Arroyo yes-
terday lifted martial law in a
southern Philippine province
where an election-linked
massacre left 57 people dead,
senior aides said, with over
500 suspects now arrested.
The regime imposed mar-
tial law eight days ago in
Maguindanao province ends
at 9:00pm (1300 GMT), the
government announced after
Arroyo met her top security
advisers in the capital Manila.
[n a separate statement,
government on Saturday
wammed tribal gunmen holding
dozens of people captive in a
Philippine jungle as the crisis
entered a third day, officials said.
The small group of gunmen
raided a school in a small

farming village in the Agusan
valley region of the southern
island of Mindanao on
Thursday and took 75 hos-
tages, including children and
relatives of their local rivals,
Twenty-eight hostages,
including 18 children were
later freed.

“I outlined to them a cer-
tain scenario that would
happen if they refused to
release the remaining hos-
tages,” local social worker
Josefina Bajade, the chief
government negotiator in the
crisis, told AFP.

She would not discuss
details. Provincial govern-
ment officials later met the
most senior police and mili-
tary officials of Agusan del Sur
province here to consider
theiroptions.

Amnesty blasts
Iraq over
treatment of
[ran exiles

AP, Baghdad

Amnesty International on
Friday warned that Iraq's
plans to move an Iranian
opposition group to a former
desert detention camp in the
country's remote south would
put them at risk of arbitrary
arrest and torture.

Iraq's Shiite-led govern-
ment has taken an increas-
ingly hard line toward the
People's Mujahedeen
Organization of Iran, not
wanting to risk its warming
relations with its powerful
Shiite neighbour Iran.

The exiles had been hosted
for years by Saddam Hussein,
who allowed the Iranians to
establish a base for launching
raids into Iran during the two
neighbours' eight-year war. After
the US-led invasion in 2003, the
groupwas putunderwatch.

Iraq announced plans
Thursday to move the roughly
3,500 residents from their camp
in northeastern Iraq to the desert
south. In July, Iraqi security forces
raided Camp Ashraf and touched
offriots thatkilled 11 people.

Amnesty International said
it feared the "forced removals
of the residents of Camp
Ashraf would put them at risk
of arbitrary arrest, torture or
other forms of ill-treatment
and unlawful killing, "

The Iraqi plan calls for
moving the exiles to a remote
outpost in Neqrat al-Salman,
about 120 km west of the
southern city of Basra. It was
used for decades as a deten-
tion centre where Saddam
banished political opponents.

NUCLEAR DEAL

Iran agrees with UN

AP, Manama

Iran is ready to exchange the
bulk of its stockpile of
enriched uranium for nuclear
fuel rods as proposed by the
UN but according to its own
mechanisms and timetable,
the foreign minister said
vesterday.

The minister's remarks
come just days before an

expected meeting between
the US and allies to discuss
new sanctions against Iran
over its nuclear program. The
offer, however, falls far short
of the conditions set by the
international community.
Speaking 1o reporters at a
regional security conference
in Bahrain, Manochehr
Mottaki said Iran agreed with
a UN deal proposed in

October in which up to 1,200
kg of its uranium would be
exchanged for fuel rods to
power its research reactor.

“We accepted the proposal
in principle,” he said through a
translator. "We suggested in
the first phase we give you 400
km of 3.5 percent enriched
uranium and you give us the
equivalent in 20 percent ura-
nium. "
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NATIONAL TUBES LIMITED

API LICENSEE AND ISO-9001:2008 CERTIFIED
(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Steel & Engineering Corporation)

131-142 TONGI INDUSTRIAL AREA
GAZIPUR-1710.
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INTERNATIONAL TENDER NOTICE

Sealed offers are invited by Managing Director, National Tubes
Limited for supply of Zinc Ingot on C&F(C) Chittagong basis:

Quantity & |
description
of goods

Reference
"N,

Price of Tender
idocuments -

Earnest
Morey '/

Closing & opening

Source of
fimance .1

date and time

COM(I)/
ZINC- 80/
Tender-
04/09

80 M/Ton
ZINC
INGOT

USS$ 5,000.00

Tk. 3,50,000.00

Tk. 1000.00
(Taka one
thousand)

only

(non-refundable)

Or

Closing 03-01-2010

Cash/Any
untied
Credit

at 11-00 A M.
Opening on the
same day at
11-15AM.

In case of unavoidable circumstances the offer will be received on the
next working day and opened on the same place and time. Tender
documents may be obtained during working hours (excepting on opening
date) on cash payment from the following offices & the offers will also
be received and opened in the Purchase Department of the same offices :

1) The Controller of Accounts, Bangladesh Steel & Engineering
Corporation, "BSEC BHABAN", 102 Kaz1 Nazrul Islam Avenue,

Dhaka-1215.

2) The Asstt. Chief Accounts Officer, National Tubes Ltd., Tongi,

(DR. MD. AMIRUL MOMIN)
Addl. Chief Engineer (Commercial)
Phone : 9802737

Gazipur.

——

Vacancy Announcement

® Security Sector Reform Expert
e Police Training Expert

e Gender Expert

e Crime Prevention and Community Policing Expert
e Investigation and Operations Expert
e Public Relations Officer

Driver cum Messenger |
Duties and Responsibilities: The incumbent will drive the project vehicle within / outside Dhaka city

D|P
Bangladesh

United Nations Development Programme in Bangladesh invites applications from highly
qualified, energetic and experienced professionals who wish to join UNDP's dynamic working
environment, for recruitment in the following positions for the 'Police Reform Programme'

Project -Phase I1.

For details of the Terms of Reference and instructions to apply, for the above mentioned positions
please visit our website: http://www.undp.org.bd/jobs. Applications should be submitted no later

than December 26, 2009.

to meet the transportation requirement of the project, day-to-day maintenance of the vehicle, maintain a
log book, arrange repairs where necessary, collect / deliver mail or documents when required

| Qualifications and Experiences: The incumbent should have at least secondary education or

| equivalent level, with at least five years of relevant experience. The incumbent must have a valid
l heavy / light vehicles driving license. Good knowledge of road network in Dhaka and surrounding
areas and adequate knowledge and skills in vehicle maintenance and minor repair are essential.
| She / he must have working knowledge of communicative English. Experience of UN or
government organizations would be an asset;

Submission of Application: Application should be marked 'Confidential' and the position applied

for i.e. Driver-cum- Messenger - PRP should be clearly written on the A4 Size envelope.

Application including curriculum vitae and a recent passport-size photograph should be sent to the
HR Cluster, UNDP-Dhaka, GPO Box: 224, Dhaka-1000, or deposited at the Deposit Box at the
IDB Bhaban (Ground Floor), Begum Rokeya Sharani, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207 by 26

December 2009,

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted. Submitted documents will

-—

not be returned to the applicants.
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