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With the harvesting of
Aman paddy, comes the
Nobanno (harvesting)
festival. The denizens of the
rural areas of Magura are
now busy ushering in the
age-old traditional festival
with adifference.

People of different villages
are now holding various
cultural events which are also
an ancient tradition of
Bengali culture,

The events include: Mela
(fair), Jhapan-khela (risky
game using snakes),
Jatrapala (folk theatre),
Lathikhela (mock fight with
sticks) and musical soirees
featuring 'Kabigaan' (light
songs in the form of ques-
tions and answers between
dueling bards).

In their latest initiatives,
Karchadanga and
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Goalbaria villagers held a
day-long

programme

Two elderly persons engaged in a mock fight (lathi khela) at the festival.

where Mela, Jhapankhela,
Jatrapala and Lathikhela
were arranged.

“We organise the event
every year mainly to save our
age-old tradition from
extinction as nowadays our
Bengali culture has been
facing challenges from alien
culture, Abdul Jalil Mondal
one of the organisers of the
event, told this correspon-
dent.

Earlier, villagers from
Bothiakhali, Barashia, Parla,
Mohi, Sitarampur,
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Chandpur, Bhaina and
Tengakhali in Magura sadar
upazila also held similar
programmes in the villages
to which hundreds of people
flocked with much enthusi-
asm.

Commenting on the
events organised by the
Magura villagers, Khah
Ziaul Haque an elderly
cultural personality of
Magura said, "They are
now playing a key role in
saving the Bengali cultural
heritage.”
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A discussion, painting competition for
children and a cultural programme were
held in Pabna on Wednesday to observe
International Anti-Corruption Day. Antl
Corruption Commission (ACC), Pabna
and Anti Graft Body, Pabna jointly organ-
ised the daylong programme to promote
the anti-corruptibn movement, The
event was held at the Pabna Town Hall
premises.

Around 50 schools students partici-
pated in the painting competition. The
competition, said ACC officials, served to
create awareness among the young ones
on the subject.

Next on the cards were a discussion
and cultural programme. President of
Anti Graft Body, Pabna District Unit
Committee and veteran educationist AR
Samsul Islam chaired the discussion.
Assistant Director of ACC, Pabna office
Md. Khalilur Rahman, Professor Md
Kamruzzaman, Professor Md
Nurunnabi, Professor Amirul Islam, Dr
Sarwar Jahan Fayaz and Advocate
Mohiuddin spoke on the occasion.

& Entertdinment

Child artistes give a choral rendition on the show.

“Corruption destroys the develop-
mentofanation,” said the speakers.

“If we can change ourselves to resist
corruption, success will follow. People
from all walks of lives should work
together to resist corruption. Without
mass awareness, the anti-corruption
movement can never succeed. Joint
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Programme generating anti-corruption
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effort is a must to prevent corruption,”
theywenton to add.

A cultural programme was held later.
Artistes of AFA institute, Pabna per-
formed in the programme. First came a
chorus songto generate awareness about

‘the anti-corruption movement. Later the

artists performed songs and dances.

Cultural programme to build public awareness
about health and education

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

----------------------------------------------------------

Sushashoner Jonno Pracharavijan
(SUPRO) organised a discussion and
amyne to promote aware-
and health service facilities for the
underprivileged. The programme was
held at Pabna Town Hall premises on
Tuesdayevening.
Abdur Rob Montu, Vice President of
SUPRO, Pabna chaired the programme
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while noted educationist Professor
Shibojit Nag spoke as the chief guest.
Among the speakers, were Vice President
of Pabna Chamber and Commerce
Mahbubul Alam Mukul; Dr. Sarwar Jahan
Fayez and Samsunnahar.

Secretary of SUPRO, Pabria Md. Abdiis
Salam conducted the programme and
presented the keynote paper.

“The marginalised people often do not
get proper health services and educational
facilities. They are often deprived of these
services though these are their rights,” said
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the speakers. The speakers also urged the
government to ensure the rights of the
marginalised people of the country.

SUPRO presented its keynote paper
on the health and education sector of the
district. Following the discussion pre-
sented by SUPRO, the cultural activists
performed a 'Pachali song’. Artistes also
staged plays to bring into focus the real
picture of health and education sector.
Artistes from Baul M A Gafur Academy
performed music and drama in the
Programine.
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