Bangladesh football team manager Satyajit Das Rupu (C) holds a
from R) during a reception awarded to the eight parti
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Thorpe backs st

ﬂ] Cricket

AFP, London

Graham Thorpe believes England star

batsman Kevin Pietersen is on the brink of

finding his best form after struggling so
far in his native South Alrica.

Pietersen made his name in world
cricket five years ago by scoring three
one-day centuries in his homeland.

However, he has found runs hard to
come by since returning from four months
on the sidelines with an Achilles injury and
he has vet to make a fifty during England’s
unguir{gmumihmuh.-\frim. _

England will now head into the first
of a four-Test series starting next week
with Pietersen, dismissed for 25 In a
warm-up match on Wednesday, Strug-
gling for runs.

But they won the Ashes without the 29-
year-old, ruled out of this year's series
with Australia after just two Tests, and
former England batsman Thorpe believes
it is just a matter of time before Pietersen,
who averages nearly fifty in Test cricket,
comes good again.

"Once he gets into an innings he'll be
fine," said Thorpe,” speaking at an

npower urban cricket event at Lord’s on
Wednesday.

"It could be in one of these warm-up
games,” added left-hander Thorpe,
whose own Test career came to an end
when he was dropped by England in 2005
in a move that allowed Pietersen to make
his debut in the five-day format against
Australiaat Lord's.

“He only needs one score -- a 50 or 60
with two or three hours at the crease just
to really focus his mind again.

“That's all a person like him needs. He's
a big match player with a lot of quality and
you just feel that when he does get back he
won't be lacking strength or desire against
South Africa, that's forsure.”

As was the case in 2004, Pietersen has
been booed by some South African spec-
tators during this tour.

But Thorpe said he had the strength of
character to cope with the taunts while
the arrival of former England captain
Graham Gooch, one of the most prolific
run-scorers of his generation, as the
squad's batting coach would help iron
outany technical issues.

“The booing is something he's used
to," said Thorpe, who played in exactly
100 Tests. "It's the country of his birth so
he'll look to impress and do well for

rugglihg KP

England.

"Graham Gooch is out there working
with them now. He can help them by
focusing their minds on the mental side of
the game and getting them in to score big
runs.”

Thorpe was far more concerned by
whether England would be able to dis-
miss their opponents twice, something
any side must do if it wants to win a Test
match, especially against a South Africa
side that boasts a powerful batting order.

England paceman James Anderson
was ruled out Wednesday of a warm-up
match against a South African
Invitational XI with a knee injury and he
has already had several pain-killing injec-
tions ahead of next week's first Test at
Centurion.

Anderson was akey figure in England's
recent 2-1 one-day series win over South
Africa and Thorpe said: "Anderson's
absence will be a big blow because you

need the new ball swinging so England

will have to work out which way they'll go,
whether they have to go with (Graham)
Onions or (Ryan) Sidebottom.

"The fear is that England will not be
able to take 20 wickets and that's going to
be England's hardest task,” Thorpe
added. "Welook alittle bitlight there.”

Hosts look |

FROM PAGE 17
"We had a lack of preparation,
but this area is now covered by
playing three matches, but the
injury is the part with Jagpreet
and Manish handicapped and
we are hoping to field four out
of six who did not play against
Maldives versus Bangladesh. I
believe the boys are ready to
take the challenge,” said Singh.
Singh also rated the oppo-
nents highly. "We respect
Bangladesh, who have a bal-
anced good side. They can
score and defend it well, but
we are also a side capable of
fighting against them.”
Bangladesh coach
Shahidur Rahman Shantoo
hinted that they might stick to
their winning combination in
the semfinal clash.

Did U Know?

Bayem Munich won their first title in
1909, as champions of the Bavanan

VALK
URKEY

(Pakistan all-rounder)

"We are world champions of
Twenty20 cricket and the
whole world wants 1o see us
play, including the Indian fans
who ask us about our partici-
pation.”

Reacting to news that
Pakistani players will miss the
third edition of the Indian
Premier League (IPL) due to a
delay in securing visas for the
Twenty20 event in India.
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knock as he struck eight
boundaries and two sixes to
guide his side towards victory.
Two more wickets fell in the
process, but Mushfiqur held
firm and finished not outon 84
off just 63 deliveries to see
Biman chase down the target
with 8 balls to spare and three
wickets in hand.

Biman and Kalabagan were
tied on 16 points before the
start of the Super League, so it
was sweet revenge for the
Biman winning against
Kalabagan and replacing
them at number three.

Shakib AlHasan turned in an
all-round performance to help
defending champions Abahani
to an easy 7-wicket win over
Victoria at BKSP. Shakib Al
Hasan took four wickets con-
ceding just 11 runs in his six
overs to bundle outVictorniafora
paltry 108 in 25.4 overs. Victoria
all-rounder Abul Bashar's 23
was the highest score of the
innings. Abahani easily chased
down this small target in 20.5
overs losing 3 wickets, all those
three falling to Abul Bashar
Imrul Kayes scored 42 while
Shakib remained not out on 34
to eamm him the man-of-the-
match award.

Abahani's perennial rivals
and current leaders
Mohammedan too had an
easy outing against Cricket

Coaching School (CCS) as they
won by six wickets in the 34-
over-a-side match at Fatullah.
Batting first, CCS posted 142
before getting all out in the last
ball of the innings.
Mohammedan's Pakistani all-
rounder Navedul Hasan
proved the wrecker-in-chief
with a 4-for giving away 35
runs. Nizamuddin's 40 was the
highest for CCS. Nizamuddin
did his best with the ball as he
took two wickets, but
Mohammedan had much
more quality to deal with as
they chased down the target
with four overs to spare and six
wickets in hand. Former open-
ing batsman of the national
team Nafees Igbal scored an
unbeaten half-century while
Mohammad Ashrafyl scored
46to turnitinto an easy chase.
BRIEF SCORES
KALABAGAN-BIMAN
KALABAGAN: 201 for 8 in 27
overs (Nazmus Sadat 56,
Rokibul Hasan 41, Shafiul
Alam 3-35)

BIMAN: 202 for 3 in 25.4 overs
(Mushfiqur Rahim 84 not out,
Avishek Mitra 42; Nazmus
Sadat1-41)

Result: Bimanwon by 7 wickets
ABAHANI-VICTORIA
VICTORIA: 108 all out in 25.4
overs (Abul Bashar 23, Kamrul

Kalabagan down Biman

[slam 17; Shakib Al Hasan 4-
11, Mohammad Rafique 2-14)
ABAHANI: 110 for 3 in 20.5
overs (Imrul Kayes 42, Shakib
Al Hasan 34; Abul Bashar 3-26)
Result: Abahani won by 7
wickets
MOHAMMEDAN-CRICKET
COACHING SCHOOL
CRICKET COACHING
SCHOOL: 152 all out in 34
overs (Nazmul Hossain 29,
Nizamuddin Ripon 40;
Navedul Hasan 4-35, Saqlain
Sajib2-22)

MOHAMMEDAN: 155 for 4 in
30 overs (Mohammad
Ashraful 46, Nafees Iqgbal 56
not out; Nizamuddin Ripon 2-
26, Refatuzzaman 2-19)
Result: Mohammedan won by
6 wickets

GP appears
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who paid Taka 6.5 crore last time
that expired in October, offered
Taka 7 crore this time around.
The figure was understandable
in the context of the worldwide
economic meltdown.

However, it was learnt that
Grameenphone, who has
been a development partner
of the BCB for a lone time, is
keen to stay close to the heart
of the Bangladesh's brand
ambassadors.

Battle of islanders

FROM PAGE 17

Maldives have defeated Sri
Lanka five times in the previ-
ous 14 meetings and went
down three times while the
results remained unsettled the
other sixtimes.

Bela doesn't think the
previous record as well as
playing in the same league
would have any role in decid-
ing the result.

“Every game is unique and
different and I think the record
will not have any impact on
the game though it can moti-
vate the players,” Bela said.
"Sri Lankan players play for
the Maldives domestic league,
not for the national team and
playing in national team and
clubis totally different.”

The Hungarian coach is,
however, worried over the role
of referees and is expecting
good refereeing in the semifi-
nal match.

After having played a 1-1
draw against Nepal, Maldives
bounced back to win both
games against Afghanistan

and India to qualify for the last
four and their captain Ashfaq
Ali, Ahmed Thoriq and Fazeel
[brahim were the central roles
behind the inspirational
performance.

After confirming the semi-
final berths with two victories
in a row, Sri Lanka rested six
players against Bangladesh
keeping the semfinal clash in
mind and now they want to
cash inon their fresh legs.

"Our morale is high after
qualifying for the semifinal by
winning two successive
matches and we did not put
our full strength squad out in
the last match because we
kept six players in on the
bench to use them in the
semfinal," said Sri Lankan
captain Chathura Mathu
ranga, who was also given rest
along with Lankesara,
Sohinhkumar, Sanjeev,
Duddley and Asmeer.

"The match between 5ri
Lanka and Maldives is always
a big game and no one wants
to lose to each other,” said

Chathura. "They are a very
good side but I am confident
our full strength backline will
be able to mange the trio of
Maldives strikers.”

Sri Lanka captain Chathura
and Maldives captain Ashfaq
Ali play together for Maldives
Radiant in the Maldives
league. Besides Sri Lankan
players Kasun Jayasuirya and
EB Channa have also experi-
ence of playing with Maldives
players.

After lifting the title of sec-
ond SAARC Gold Cup, which
later turned into the SAFF
Championship, Sri Lanka have
not reached the final but they
are looking to end the drought
this time around.

"We lost to them in the
semifinal during the last
edition, but this is not a
revenge match for us. Our
motto is to win the match and
go through to the final," said
Sri Lankan trainer Sumith
Wwalpola, who has been a
coach in Maldives for ten
years.
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Obstacle
removed
for Pak IPL
players

AFP, Islamabad

Four Pakistani players have
received clearance to get their
visas to travel to neighbouring
Indiato feature in the lucrative
Indian Premier League, the
nation's cricket chief said
Thursday.

"Our High Commissioner
in New Delhi has confirmed
that four Pakistani players --
Umar Gul, Sohail Tanvir,
Misbahul Haq and Kamran
Akmal -- have got clearance to
get visas,” said Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) chairman
ljaz Butt,

But IPL official Lalit Modi
had announced Tuesday that
players from across the border
would miss the third edition of
the Indian Premier League
(IPL 2010) because they did
not get their visas before a
deadline.

Butt said he would talk to
Modi to try and get him to
reconsider.

"l hope they will consider
this latest development,” Butt
told AFP.

Modi had ruled out
Pakistani players' participa-
tion in the league after the
Monday deadline forcomplet-
ing all formalities including
obtaining visas for the March
12 to April 25 event elapsed.

Eleven Pakistani players --
Gul, Kamran, Tanvir, Misbah,
Younus Khan, Shahid Afridi,
Shoaib Akhtar, Mohammad
Asif, Shoaib Malik, Salman
Butt and Mohammad Hafeez -
- featured in the first edition of
theIPLin 2008,

Pakistani players were then
denied permission by
Islamabad to play in the sec-
ond edition earlier this year
due to growing political ten-
sions with India after the
November 2008 attacks on
India's financial hub Mumbai.

The PCB said last week that
[slamabad had granted permis-
sion to the players to take partin
the third season of the IPL, but
the delay in securing Indian
visas created an obstacle.

The IPL retained the con-
tracts of Gul, Tanvir, Misbah
and Kamran, while the con-
tracts of seven other players
were terminated.

All-rounder Abdul Razzaq,
who featured in the rival unof-
ficial Indian Cricket League in
2007 and 2008 before aban-
doning it this year, won a
contract with Kolkata Knight
Riders and can also get a visa
clearance, officials said.

Kiwis bank
FROM PAGE 17

that I have taken into all my
batting displays.

Batting at No.6 in ODIs has
helped a bit, and I realize my
role a bitmore.

[fI can do that, it gives us a
nice all-round option.” In the
event that New Zealand go in
with four seamers, Tim
Southee, who came in as a
replacement for Shane Bond
in the squad, is likely to play
his first game of the series,
while Jeetan Patel remains the
spinningoption.

Grant Elliott, Vettori said,
was struggling from a knee
injury and a final decision on
his place will be taken just
before the match.

With the inclusion of BJ
Watling as opener, Daniel
Flynn could be expected to
drop down the order.

Four of the last five Tests in
Napier have ended in a draw,
but Vettori felt the track this
time had more to offer for the
bowlers. ;

"The curator has worked
hard on putting a bit more
pace in it and wants it td be a
touch livelier than in the past,”
he said.

"He said everytime there's
a new ball taken, there's a bit
init.

We've played on some
tough decks in the past; the
balance will be alot more even
in this game." The toss, Vettori
added, would not be vital.

"With the grass cover on it,
it will be pretty consistent
throughout the Test," he said.

“The new ball will play its
part through the five days
hopefully, which is what you
want and then it turns into a
good batting deck.” Only Ross
Taylor in the top order has
managed to measure up to the
accuracy and persistence of
Pakistan's bowlers, and Vettori
admitted his batsmen were
under pressure to perform,
but did not require an over-
haul in their technique.

"They are under a bit of
pressure.

Sometimes in these situa-
tions you try to reinvent your
game and they just need a 5
to 10 percent improvement,”
he said.
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CRICINFO, undated

Chris Gayle, the West Indies captain, has
declared Australia are “very beatable® ahead of
the Perth Test and said their batting was not as
strong as inrecent years. Gayle was the man-of-
the-match in the draw at Adelaide Oval and his
team will be aiming to level the series 1-1 when
the third and final Test begins on Wednesday.

They are in that position because of an
excellent performance in Adelaide, where they
had a realistic chance on the final day of being
the first West Indies side 10 win a Test in
Australia since Courtney Walsh's team in 1996-
97. Gayle said Ricky Ponting's side of 2009-10
was very different to Australian teams he had
faced in the past.

"The Aussies still have a lot of quality players
and they are still a strong unit, but I am sure
they are very beatable,” Gayle wrote in his
column in Australia’s News Ltd papers. “There
Is no doubt we really pushed them in Adelaide
and had them under a lot of pressure for long
periods of the second Test. It was a shame we
couldn’t quite finish them off, but they do have
quitealongbatting line-up.

"Having said that, Aussie sides | have played
before have had much bigger and stronger
batting line-ups. Their bowling attack is also

The Daily Star

'Aussies are beatable'

not very experienced -- Mitchell Johnson is a
good bowler, but it might say something that he
is easily their most seasoned quick.”

Gayle praised his own players for the charac-
ter they displayed after a “terrible” perfor-
mance in losing the Gabba Test in three days.
He said every player stood up, including the
young fast bowler Kemar Roach, who Ricky
Ponting has already conceded will be tough to
face on the WACA pitch.

“Kemar Roach will be a huge handful with
his pace on the bouncy pitch,” Gayle wrote. “1
think we will see something extraordinary from
him. Trust me, he has some serious wheels. |
really don't like facing him in the nets - - usually
I have to tell him to slow things down so | can
see the ball!

“Ricky Ponting is a top-class and experi-
enced player, but Kemar really ruffled him and
hustled him with sheer pace in Adelaide. Kemar
won't back down against Ricky in Perth and will
ask even more questions of the Aussie captain
on a pitch I hear should be very quick and
bouncy.”

West Indies are unlikely to make any
changes to their side for the Perth Test following
their impressive showing in Adelaide. Australia
are waiting to find out if Peter Siddle recovers
from a hamstring strain, with the Victoria fast
bowler Clint McKay in line for a Test debut if
Siddle does not prove his fitness.

INTERNET, undated

Tiger Woods can repair the damage done to
his public image by allegations of multiple
affairs, according to a leading golf agent who
cited the example of footballer David
Beckham as evidence.

Woods's reputation has been battered in
recent weeks by claims from at least 10 women
they had affairs with him.

a series of highly lucrative endorsements that
have helped make him a billionaire.

But Bnton Andrew 'Chubby’ Chandler, head of
the International Sports Management group
which looks after golfers Emie Els, Lee Westwood
and Darren Clarke, as well as cricketer Andrew
Flintoff, saidWoods could restore hisimage.

It will take time to repair, but I think it's
doable. Time is a great healer,” Chandler said.

It was in 2004 that England football star
Beckham was confronted by newspaper allega-
tions of an extra-marital affair.

However, his pop star wife Victoria, formery a
member of British group the Spice Girls, stood by him.

This has led to suggestions the American
golf great, a 14-times Major winner, risks losing

Should Woods follow

Beckham has since gone on to play for in the
United States for the LA Galaxy and such is the
midfielder’'s standing in the global game he is
considered vital to England's hopes of staging
the 2018World Cup.

“Beckham is the only one | can liken Woods
to. He went through pretty much the same
thing and it passed in about nine months, " said
Chandler.

"Now he's a super-hero again who might
single-handedly bring the World Cup to
England.

“Beckham had a very strong wife who stood by
him. The circumstances with Tiger might be
different, butlthinkhe ll get his life back on track.

"I don't think Tiger will ever be able to be as
private as he was, though. He's got to be more
accessible from now on and so become a little
bitmore real.”

News reports on Wednesday said Woods's wife
Elin Nordegren, a Swedish former model, had
moved out of the couple's family home in Florida.

Revelations about Woods's private life
started to come to light after he crashed his car
outside his home on November 27,

This prompted media speculation the crash

was caused by an argument with Nordegren
over a reported affair with New York night club
hostess Rachel Uchitel.
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POWER GRID COMPANY OF BANGLADESH LTD.

(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)
centified Company INStitution of Engineers Bangladesh, New Bhaban (4th floor) 8/A Ramna, Dhaka-1000

No. 01/PGCB/Sec-RPP/2009/4755

web. www.pgcb . org.bd

Date: December 09, 2009

POWER GRID COMPANY OF BANGLADESH LTD. INVITATION
FOR BIDS FOR INSTALLATION OF 132KV BAY EQUIPMENTS AT
EXISTING BHERAMARA, RAJSHAHI, THAKURGAON AND SAIDPUR

132/33KV SUBSTATION UNDER RPP ASSOCIATED TRANSMISSION
LINE AND GRID SUBSTATION EXTENSION PROJECT

Contract No. PGCB/Sec (RPP-Works-1)/2009

Date: December 09, 2009

1. The Power Grid Company of Bangladesh Ltd. (“the Employer”) invites sealed bids from
eligible bidders for installation of 132kV bay equipments at different existing substations
(Bheramara, Rajshahi, Thakurgaon and Saidpur) as defined in the bidding document
(hereinafter referred to as “the Works™) to be financed from the Employer’s own fund. The

Works include:

Installation of bay equipments at the following existing substations for connecting rental

power stations:

| a) Rajshahi (Katakhali) 132kV grid substation.
| b) Bheramara 132kV grid substation.

c) Thakurgaon 132kV grid substation.

d) Saidpur 132kV grid substation.

Details of the scope of work are specified in the bidding document.

2. Bidders (partner in charge in case of Joint Venture) must have mmﬁﬂly completed at le'ast
one (1) contract for construction of at least one (1) bay of 110kV or higher voltngc_ subsmpou
as a main contractor/sub-contractor within the last ten (10) years as on the date of bid opening.

3. The Works under this contract shall be completed within 60 days from the date of signing of

the Contract.

Company Secretary:

IEB, Ramna, Dhaka-1000

| The Power Grid Company of Bangladesh |
The Institution of Engineers Bangladesh Bhaban (4™ floor)

4. Bidders may obtain further information and acquire the bidding documents from office of the

Ltd. (PGCB)

Tel: 9550514, 9558054, 9553663, 9560064. Fax: 880-2-7171833

5. A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by interested eligible bidders on
submission of & written application to the Company Secretary, PGCB at the above address and
upon payment of a nonrefundable fee of Tk.2.000.00 (Taka two thousand only) in the form of
Pay Order/ Demand Draft in favor of the Power Grid Company of Bangladesh Ltd.

6. A single envelope bidding procedure will be adopted _Biddcrs are to submit one sealed
envelope containing both the technical proposal and the price proposal.

7. All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security amounting to Tk. 2,00,000.00 (Taka two
lacs) only in the form of bank draft or pay order or bank guarantee and must be deflivered to
the Company Secretary, Power Grid Company of Bangladesh Ltd., The Institution of
Engineers Bangladesh Bhaban (4* floor), [EB, Ramna,Dhaka-1000 at or before 11:00am
Bangladesh Standard Time on January 12, 2010.

choose to attend.

Bids will be opened immediately thereafter in the presence of bidder's representatives who

9. PGCB will not be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by bidders in cc:nnection
with the preparation or delivery of bids including costs and expenses related to visits to the
sites/sores of installation of the Works/delivery of the goods.

10. PGCB reserves the right to accept or to reject any or all bid(s) without assigning any reason

thereof.

!

Md. Ashraf Hossain
Company Secretary
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