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FFs freed Magura, Gopalganj,

Gaibandha on this day

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Today is December 7. On this
day in 1971, valiant freedom
fighters aided by the Indian
allied forces freed Magura,
Gopalgan] and Gaibandha
from the Pakistan occupation
forces.

As Pakistani occupation
forces and their collaborators
fled Magura in the face of
serious attack by freedom

fighters and Indian allied
forces on December 7, people
in thousands took to the
streets torejoice the occasion.

Pakistani occupation army
entered the then sub-
divisional town Magura on
April 23, 1971 and went on an
orgy of killing and destruction.

The freedom fighters also
formed strong resistance and
during the next several
months a number of fights

took place between freedom
fighters and Pak army and
their local collaborators in the
area,

On December 6, Sreepur
Bahini led by valiant freedom
fighters Akbar Hossain Mian
and Molla Nabuot Ali attacked
Pakistani troops at Magura. At
the same time, Indian forces
made fierce air attack on the
occupation army, forcing
them to flee. '

To mark the day, Magura
district unit of Muktijoddha
Sangsad has taken up various
programmes including plac-
ing of floral wreaths at the
martyrs' memorial, rally and
discussion.

Our Gaibandha
Correspondent reports:
Gaibandha was freed on
December 7 in 1971 as the
Pakistan occupation forces
left for Dhaka in the face of
attacks by freedom fighters
and Indian allied forces.

Bombardment by Indian air
force during the previous three
day caused panic among the
Pakistaniforces in the area.

The freedom fighters also
launched several operations.

On December 6 afternoon,
Indian forces advanced to
Gaibandha from Hili with a
tank regiment and reached
Pirganj and Palashbari by
evening. By the time, the
occupation forces fled the
areas.

In the morning on
December 7, Mahbub Elahi
(Bir Pratik) entered
Gaibandha town with a large
group of freedom fighters
while two other groups
reached Sunderganj and
Saghata.

On that day, Pakistan occu-
pation forces left all their
camps in Gaibandhadistrict.

Freedom fighters together
with local people will bring
outa procession in Gaibandha
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Liberation War martyrs' memorial at Bochaganj.
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Bochaganj upazila,
Jhenidah dist recall
the day of freedom

STAR NATIONAL DESK

The day of freedom was
observed in Jhenidah district
and Bochaganj upazila under
Dinajpuryesterday.

On this day in 1971, valiant
freedom fighters freed the
district and the upazila from
Pakistani occupation forces.

Marking the historic day, a
memorial for the martyred
freedom fighters built by
Bochaganj upazila adminis-
tration on the premises of
Shetabganj Pilot High School
was inaugurated by Lawmaker
Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury
from Dinajpur-2 constituency
in the morning, according to
our correspondent.

Freedom fighters from
different areas of the upazila
gathered there and paid hom-
age to the Liberation War
martyrs by placing wreaths at
the memorial.

Local administration,
freedom fighters and socio-
political and cultural organi-
sations held rallies, discus-
sions and cultural
programme, marking the day.

Our Jhenidah correspon-
dent reported that the day's
programme started with
hoisting of the national flag in
the morning. A colourful
procession was brought out
from the old DC court pre-

mises at around 11:00am.
People from all walks of life
joined the procession.

After the declaration of
independence on March, 26
several battles took place in
different areas of the district
and the occupation army
aided by their local collabora-
tors started massacre.

In the last week of
November in 1971,freedom
fighters entered different
areas of Jhenidah and
defeated Pakistani troops in a
few battles. Finally they
declared the sub division (now
district) free on December 6.

Fog disrupts
ferry service

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Manikganj

Dense fog disrupted ferry ser-
vices on Paturia-Daulatdia
route forover4 hours yesterday.
Manager Commerce of
BIWTC at Aricha, Bidyut
Kumer Saha said, the ferry
service remained suspended
from 5:30am to 9:45am
because of the dense fog.
Around 500 vehicles were
stranded for hours at
Daulatdia and Paturia ferry
terminals and thousands of
passengers suffered for it
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