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, Livelihood changes with weather

INAM AHMED

Inside her small dark, musty hut, Pia Rani
looks like a haunted animal. Fear and
insecurity etched in her desperate eyes;
she is even hesitant to open the bamboo
door justa crack to see her visitors.

"My husband is away. He has left the
village,” she then says quietly. "What else
could he do?”

Well. What else could he do? The
villagers agree. In fact, what should we all
do? Follow Pia Rani's husband Ranjan
Jaladash? they ask. At Chokoria’s
fishermen's colony, everybody Is
desperate to find a way out, to know what
lays ahead for them.

This year, Ranjan tried and failed
repeatedly to make a single successful trip
to the deep sea. Each time he sailed out,

the sea turned rough after a few days. The
danger signals were raised. The waters
roiled and darkened. The fishing trawler
tossed madly. And Ranjan had to abandon
his trip.

"With every trip he abandoned, our
loans piled up,” Pia says. "He borrowed
from the mahajans. A lot of it, And then he

justlost the battle.”
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

20 die as buses
collide head-on

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A head-on collision between two buses yesterday left 20 people
dead and 50 others injured on Dhaka-Barisal highway in Bhanga
upazila of Faridpur.

Of the injured, 25 were sent to Faridpur Medical College
Hospital in a critical condition while the rest were taken to
Bhanga Health Complexand several clinics, said police.

The driver of a Dhaka-bound bus of Chandra Paribahan from
Madaripur lost control over steering while trying to save a goat
on the highway and collided with a Gopalganj-bound bus of
Rajdhani Paribahan at around 4:45 pm, Superintendent of
Police Awlad Ali Fakir said quoting locals.

Fifteen people were killed on the spot and five others suc-

cumbed to their wounds on the way to hospital.
Of the deceased, seven were identified as Mahfuza Khanam,

30, of Kalkini upazila in Madaripur, her three-year-old daughter
Maria and son Jamal, 32, Kamal Hossain, 32, and Aman Ullah,
34, of Rajoir upazila in Madaripur, Idris Ali Dorji, 45, of Kakrail
village in Madaripur and Bibekananda Baidya, 65, of Jalirpar
village in Gopalgan). The identity of the others remained
unknown.

Of the critically injured admitted to Faridpur Medical College
Hospital, 16 were identified as Johnny, 30, Shahidul, 45, Milon,
50, Tariqul, 30, Ruma, 22, Sohel, 32, Emon, 10, Karim, 40, Ziaul,
30, Majibar, 25, Rocky, 20, Akkas, 30, Rabia, 50, Jamal, Rahim, 15,
and Mithila, 4.

On information, police and members of fire brigade from

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Pia Rani sees a bleak future. At Chokoria's Jaladash neighbourhood in Cox's
Bazar, many fishermen like her husband Ranjan are deserting the village or
changing their profession failing to cope with a changed weather and a changed
sea. Inset, two rickshaws kept at a corner of this house in the village indicate that
fishermen are now pulling rickshaw instead of fishing.
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BDR to empower
its battalions

Includes death penalty for mutiny
in its draft law, reform proposal;
second trial in Satkhira today
JULFIKAR ALI MANIK
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The Bangladesh Rifles BDR N! UT'N YI
(BDR) is going to propose S35 ¢ 20

in its draft law and reform policy provisions for punishment and
promotion of soldiers by their own battalions in a bid to decen-
tralise the force.

"These two issues solely depend on the headquarters of the
force. But we think as the soldiers work under direct command
of the battalions, the officers of the battalions know better about
them,” comments a BDR official.

“We are proposing in the draft law to empower the battalions
to ensure punishment for offences and promotion for good
performances,” the official explains.

The border guards have finalised the draft in the wake of the
Pilkhana carnage and mutiny across the country on February 25-
26. Thedraftofnewlawand policy includes provision for adapting
anewnameand highest capital punishment for mutiny.

Insiders say the draft is likely to be submitted to the home
ministry by next week, adding, the power of awarding punish-
ment would be decentralised and battalions of the force would
be empowered more in this regard.

The border force has 46 battalions under 12 sectors and
approximately 38,000 soldiers work under the 46 battalions.

SEE PAGE 7 COL 5
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Climate bell tolls Copenhagen talks
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Rising sea
to cost
Bangladesh
dear
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open today

demands that the developed nations (Annex |
countries) commit to reduce 40 percent carbon
emission by 2020 and 80 percent by 2050 and
keep the rise of world temperature within 2
degrees Celsius.

Bangladesh is also demanding allocation of
adaptation funds according to a climate vul-
nerability index.

The inaugural session of the summit will

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

PINAKI ROY from Copenhagen st & one-theter risa it 4ba

level might cause around 17
percent of Bangladesh's land-
mass to go under water, dis-
placing some 20 million peo-
ple living in coastal areas,
forecasts Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC).

A model developed by
Bangladesh Centre for
Environmental and Geographic
Information Services (CEGIS)
also demonstrates a similar
scenario.

In its model, CEGIS shows
if the sea level rises 32cm, it

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Bangladesh is all set to place its demands,
including reduction of carbon emission by
developed countries, to fight the impacts of
global warming as the United Nations Climate
Change Summitkicks off today in Copenhagen,
Denmark.

As a representative of the least developed
and most vulnerable countries, Bangladesh

An SOS from
newspapers

Today, over 56 newspapers in 44 countries
take the unprecedented step of
speaking with one voice through a
common editorial. We do so
because humanity faces a
profound emergency.

Unless we combine to
take decisive action,

MPs raise
their voice
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The parliament members'
forum on climate change,
Bangladesh (PMFCCB) yester-
day declared a set of activities,
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change.
"If necessary, we will form a
human chain in front of the
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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Ready to roli
on December 7, 2009

Welcome to our 4 1 St Branch at
Sena Kalyan Commercial Complex (SKCC)
Ist Floor, Plot-9, Block-F, Tongi, Gazipur.
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Inspiring @anani

the Corporate Gateray

Some three decades ago, the lush green trees and the picturesque view of the lake attracted the residents of CDhaka to make
CBanani their new home address. CBack then, the area came into being as a posh residential area.
CBut the business entrepreneurs and top corporates envisioned CRanani as an area of opportnity.
GThep have chosen Banani o be the new address for their corporate offices
Qhe area, thus, rose into prominence as a corporate gaterap of Dhaka
by accommodating thousands of business houses and helped rotating the wheel of economyp,

Our 90th branch opens here today at 39 Kemal Ataturk Avenue
to inspire those who are inspiring the whole nation.

Our upcoming branches — Savar, ¢Nabinagar, Chashara.
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