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Farmers never say
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region where farmers no longer

afford to remain oblivious to
climatic changes having seri-
ous ramifications on tradi-
tional ways of crop production.

They (farmers) say one of
the most obvious fallout of
climate change is gradual
drifting of rain-fed rice season
(aman) due to drought and
delayed monsoon. Over the
last couple of years, farmers in
the rice-rich northern districts
experienced the same problem
of getting insufficient rains,
missing out the appropriate
time of planting aman seed-
lings, and then again, crop loss
owing to inundation as late
monsoon bursts with too
much of rains within too short
aspanoftime,

Changes in weather and
erratic rain patterns not only
pushed the aman season from
June-July to August-September
but also, as a cascading effect,
delaved planting and harvest-
ing of winter rice -- boro. And
this made the country's top
productive rice season vulner-
able to sunstroke and
susceptive (o sterility.

Irrigated boro contributes
60 percent of the country's over
30 muillion tonnes annual rice
output while the rest comes
from rain-fed ausand aman.

Abdur Rouf, a farmer of
Joyrampur village in Rangpur's
Mithapukur upazila says
delayed rain makes seedlings
in seedbeds growold and that's
why “We have to invest more
on supplementary irrigation so
that aman can be reaped by
Nov 15 allowing us to grow
potato prior to preparing land
forboro.”

Khairul Mostafa Bablu of
the same village says due to
delayed monsoon, aman
growers had to go for supple-
mentary irrigation in the last
two years. Those who want to
grow potato in between are
opting for shorter-duration
varieties like BRRI-33 and
BINA-7.

The farmers have to com-
promise a bit in grains output,
as the shorter-duration ones
are comparatively little less
productive than the traditional
HYVs (high vielding varieties)
but can be harvested a month
ahead, thereby releasing:land
for potato.

Farmers in the northern
region are particularly happy
that rice science is providing
them with shorter-duration
aman varieties as those come
handy to them to fight back
climatic adversities like
delayed monsoon that they
have been experiencing since
2007.

Porimol Chandra Sarkaris a
very known face among farm-
ers in Rangpur's Pairaband
union because they always find
this young agriculture exten-
sion official by their side when-
ever they face any sort of diffi-
culties in growing crops.

Sub-Assistant Agriculture
Officer of Pairaband union
Porimol blames last year's
erratic monsoon (late and
heavy rains in a short span of
time) for damage of aman
crops in many fields. He says
daytime high temperature
and nighttime cool and mists
during September-October
causes hindrance to flowering
ofaman and rabi crops.

Septuagenarian farmer
Abu Bakar Siddiqui of Louhoni
village says, unlike in the
yesteryears winter now comes
late and its duration is shorter.
He feels thar the gap between
daytime and nighttime tem-
perature is widening. Bakar
mentioned larger infestation
of insects these days. He
recalled that there were not so
many insects in crop fields 20
years back.

This correspondent got
similar views from a pesticide
trader, who could not agree
more on what Bakar had said.
Md Shah Alam sells pesticides
at Shofi Traders in Rangpur. He
says often he hears farmers
complain that even after apply-
ing equal doses of pesticides as
in yesteryears, they are not
getting relief from pest attacks.

Abul Kalam of Joyrampur
says, due to shifting of crop-
ping seasons last year aman
was planted late and so was
harvested late. This resulted in
late plantation of irrigated
winter rice -- boro -- eventu-
ally exposing the crop to too
high temperature in April-
May. " Thatiswhywe got many
sterile grains as BR-29 in last
boro season suffered neck-
blight.”

Dr Sk Ghulam Hussain,
who closel¥ monitors the
probable impact of climate
change in Bangladesh's farm-
lands and serves as amember-

director in Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Council
(Barc), declined to foresee any
worsening scenario.”

“We're in a virtual climate
change laboratory, which is a
natural advantage for us. Our

farmers are innovative and
they can cope well with adap-
tation technology.”

According to him, 1.5 to 2!5
degrees Celsius projected rise
in temperature over the next
50 to 70 years is nothing con-
spicuous. But he promptly
adds, “If the rise is in winter,
it's no problem for rice but if

the mean temperature rises

beyond 28 to 30 degrees
Celsius during summer, that is
not suitable for rice. This
however can be adapted by
deferring the flowering stage
ofrice,”

Dr Hussain identifies
concentration of mists near
coastal regions as a factor
contributing to more insect
infestation and diseases.

He thinks waning flow of
fresh water from the upstream
is also inviting intrusion of
salty seawater further
inwards.

BR-10, 41, 42 and 47 -- the
rice varieties developed by
Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute (BRRI)-- Hussain
says made some break-
throughs in “our fight against
salinity in the agriculture
frontier.”

Dr Zeba I Seraj, who
teaches biochemistry at
Dhaka University and has
been engaged in rice breeding
science for years, says they're
almost at the doorstep of
infusing salinity tolerant
genes into the country's best
performing aman variety --
BR-11.

She noted that changes in
climate are evident from more
frequent and severe storms
that have been stalking the
region in recent years. “This
year we experienced very late
monsoon. Inundation and
salinity are on the rise.”

Zeba said, “Like Vietnam,
Bangladesh can go for man-
grove plantation. This will
help us combat salinity and
erosion in the coastal belt.”

Aman season is shifting
from June up to September
because of very late monsoon,
she said. “Delayed aman
delays boro, thereby disturb-
ing the usual photosynthesis
cycle. As a result, more grains
getsterile.”

Too much rain in too short
period is of no use, itenhances
farmers' cost on supplemen-
tary irrigation for the other-
wise rain-fed aman fields,
ProfZeba pointed out.

Due to monsoon-induced
season shift, boro suffered
sterility problem last season,
and that's why many farmers
are switching to BR-28 this
year from BR-29. Because of its
longer duration, BR-29 is more
likely to get exposed to hot
weather. BR-28 is less produc-
tive than BR-29 but can be
reaped before temperature
rises beyond 30 degree
Celsius.

Dr M A Mazid heads one of
the eight hubs of the
[nternational Rice Research
Institute's flagship
programme -- Cereal Systems
Initiative for South Asia
(CSISA). Mazid says as rains
come late aman seedlings get
old in the seedbeds and
become less productive when
ultimately transplanted in th
field late in the season. X

Mazid, who steered BRRI's
Rangpur Station for many
years and saw from a close
range farmers' ability to adjust
with changed circumstances,
says the short-duration aman
rice varieties hold the pros-
pect of farmers' growing boro
In time and avoid the risk of
crop getting sunburnt in hot
Mayweather.

Food Minister Abdur
Razzaque reckons climate
change has too much impact
on the country's food security.

Given the volatility of inter-
national rice market, both in
terms of output fluctuations
and price instability, import
and aid-dependence are not
options that Bangladesh con-
siders for ensuring its food
security, he says.

“We'veto face the challenges
of climate change through
various coping mechanisms
and guarantee autarkyin food.”

Body of boy
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victims' family will be given Tk
30,000.

Sub-inspector Abdul
Motalib of Mithamoin Police
Station filed a case against five
people -- two officials of the
sunken motorboat and three
staff of the launch that hit the
motorboat -- on Friday in this
connection.

Earlier on Friday, 47 per-
sons died when a launch Al
Helal-1 hit the motorboat on
the Daira river.

Seven people -- Akhter
member, Nithu Mia, Zinnat
Mia, Shamsunnahar, Sanjida,

Fulema, and Alawaddin -- are
still missing.

Chinafavours
road link plan
thru' Kunming
keen onroad

UNB, Dhaka

s
The government is takin
initiative to establish road an
rail communications between
Bangladesh and China through
Kunming for trans-border
transportation between the
two countries,

Communications Minister
Syed Abul Hossain, who is on a
five-member delegation of the
ruling Bangladesh Awami
League now' visiting china,

roposed the road and railway
inks during a meeting Friday
in Kunming with a delegation
ofYunnan provincial unitofthe
Communist Party of China, led
b( its secretary Comrade Li
Han Bie.

"The Chinese delegation
showed their keen interest
about the proposal,” said a
message received in Dhaka
yesterday.

[t said the provincial gov-
ernment ofYunnan also agreed
to send a proposal to the
Chinese central government
for initiating a feasibility study
in this regard under the aegis of
the ministries concerned of the
fwo countries,

The AL delegation also
invited the Chinese
Communist delegation
to visit Bangladesh at a time of
their convenience.

Led by AL General Secretary
Syed Ashraful Islam, the dele-
Eation 1S passing a busy time

olding meetings and
exchanging views with the
heads of provincial commit-
tees of the Communist Party of
China.

Mall fire
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cloud of smoke, which dis-

persed throughout the build-
ing choking the staircase,
witnesses said.

Following the incident,
some people were panicked
into jumping off different
floors that entailed the death
and injuries of the victims, they
added. Some in desperation
also jumped to rooftops of
adjacent buildings and got
hurt.

Besides, witnesses said a
few people had fallen sick after
inhaling smoke.

The shop, ICT Enterprise,
adjacent to the staircase on the
ground floor, might have
caught fire from an electrical
short circuit, fire brigade
sources said.

Seven fire fighting units
were able to restrict the fire to
the shop and doused it in an
hour, they mentioned. They
also rescued some people
trapped inside the building
duringlﬂl:enperatiﬂn.

Kohinur Akter Lucky, one of
the injured, said she was at her
work point in the office of a
buying house on the fourth
floor during the incident and it
took her by surprise when her
room got suddenly covered
with smoke.

None could use the stair-
case to go down as heat and
smoke produced from the fire
almost choked the staircase,
shenoted.

Meanwhile, a fire gutted
four shops and seven scrap
(garment by-products) depots
at Badda in the capital yester-
day.

The fire broke out at the
shops of Khawaja Bazar in
Santarkul around 11:25am and
five firefighting units from
Baridhara and Tejgaon put out
the blaze around 1:15pm.

Deputy Director Masudur
Rahman ofthe Fire Brigade and
Civil Defence coordinating the
ﬁreﬁghﬁniwurktnldTheDaﬂy
Stat that the fire might have
originated from a
cigarette.

urning

Teesta tops
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began on Friday at the JRC
office in Dhanmondi were
held at the state guesthouse
Meghnayesterday.

JRC member from
Bangladesh Mir Sajjad
Hossain led the home team at
the meeting while his Indian
counterpart SP Kakran
headed the Indian delegation.

Foreign ministry sources
told The Daily Star that the two
sides discussed sharing of the
Teesta water with utmost
importance.

Officials at the water
resources ministry said the
meeting on the first day had a
very positive discussion on the
Ganges water sharing.

A proposal has been made
to India for a ministerial-level
JRC meeting in Dhaka on Dec
9-13 to finalise the draft agree-
ment on Teesta water sharing,
theysaid.

Dhaka has prepared the
draft agreement and wants to
hand it over to Indian authori-
ties before Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's visit to India
from December 18,

On the first day the meeting
discussed whether water was
being shared as per the agree-
ment. Bangladesh delegation
dt the meeting said flow of the
Ganges water to Bangladesh
was less than it was agreed.

After the first day's meeting
an annual report was finalised

incorporating data of sharing
ofthe Ganges water.
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India edge past
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2010 Asia Cup, could hardly

impress some 2,000 specta-
tors. The rnung team was at
the receiving end most of the
time against the misfiring
Afghans. _

Afghanistan were certainly
the better side but they paid the
penalty for missing some good
opportunities. Still, they could
have won a point had not their
goalkeeper Hamidullah
Yosufzai despite covering the
near post conceded a goal that
heshﬂuldhavestupre .

"Afghanistan played well
and came close to scoring
twice and we were lucky to
snatch full three points,” said a
relieved Indian coach
Sukhwinder Singh at the post-
match briefing.

But Singh knows that his
boys must up their game with
tough bartles against defend-
ing champions Maldives and
animproved Nepal ahead.

Meanwhile, hosts
Bangladesh, fresh after their 4-
1 demolition of Bhutan will get
back to business against
Pakistan in one of the two
games to be played today. A
victory will confirm
Bangladesh a place in the
semifinals with a match in
hand against Sri Lanka, who
take on Buhtan in the first
matchat4pm.

Back in the slow and at time
erratic match between India
and Afghanistan, it was pre-
dictably mundane in the
absence of few exciting names
like Baichung Bhutia, Sunil
Chetriand Rahim Nabi.

India opted to attack
through the flanks with
Joaquin Santan Abranches and
Jibon Singh, but their efforts
got blunted agdinst the tall and
stiff Afghan wall.

India made one change in
each half to sharpen their
attack and it finally brought
result for them but not before

surviving two close calls from
Afghan forwards.

Substitute Ahmed Khesraw
Ahmadi had Indian goalkeeper
Arindam Bhattachariya in a
onetoonesituation but wasted
the golden chance with a hur-
riedly taken side-volley that
missed the mark nine minutes
into the second half.

In the next moments,
Afghanistan almost took a lead
when Sayed Bashir Azimi
whipped in a well-judged cross
from the right for
Hashmattullah Barkezai,
whose powerful header nar-
rowly missed the mark.

Lalphekhula, who came in
for Balwant Singh after 70
minutes, broke the evening's
duck with a grounder from the
righthand side ofthe box.

The late goal broke the
Afghan hearts.

"It was painful to concede a
late goal. It was very frustrating
to lose a match we should have
won', said a dejected Afghan
coachYosufKargar,

TEAMS

INDIA: Arindam Bhattachrja,
Rowilson Rolando Rodrigue,
Baldeep Singh, Jagpreet Singh
(Manish Mathani), Balwant
Singh (Je Je Lalphekhula), SK
Singh Chongtham, Joaquin
Santan Abranches, Jibon
Singh Khangembam,
Dharmaraj Ravanan, Rebert
Lalthlamuana and Denzil
Michael Franco.
AFGHANISTAN: Zohib Islam,
Ali Ahmed Yarzada, Masod
Hashemi, Israfeel Kohistani,
Sayed Bashir Azimi,
Hashmuttullah Barkezal,
Mustafa Hadid (Ahmad
Khesraw Ahmadi), Saboor
Khalili, Zakria Rezai (Faisal
Sakhizada), Ali Azara and
Hamidullah Yosufzai.

Yellow cards: Joa Quim Santan
Abranches (India), Faisal
Sakhizada (Afghanistan).
Referee: HlaTint (Myanmar).

Ulfa chief
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while the lawyer of the Ulfa

leaders prared for 10 days.

The Ulfa leaders were
booked under the Unlawful
Activities Act.

Huge crowds gathered
before the magistrate's court to
getaglimpse of Rajkhowa, Raju
Baruah and Raja Bora.

Rajkhowa in handcuffs and
Baruah claimed that they had
not surrendered, that they
would never do it, as they were
taken back to the police van by
personnel of the Special
Operations Unit of Assam
police.

Rajkhowa, who had been on
the run from law for 17 years,
accused Bangladesh of "be-
t.r;ﬂ:ing" him. He said talks with
India cannot be held with his
beingin handcuffs.

Paresh Baruah, who is
believed to be in Myanmar and
asked Rajkhowa on Friday not
to "fall into the government's
trap” of dialogue, yesterday
denied there was any split in
Ulfa which has "full confi-
dence" in Rajkhowa.

"We are ready for dialogue
provided sovereignty for
Assam is discussed," he said in
an email to the media from an
undisclosed location.

But Indian Home Minister P
Chidambaram has ruled out
talks with Ulfa unless it abjures
violence and gives up the
sovereignty demand.

Paresh Baruah said
Rajkhowa had not surrendered
but been arrested "following a
deep-rooted conspiracy of the
Indian government".

Extreme secrecy surrounds
the place where Rajkhowa,
Raju Baruah besides eight
others were being held by the
Assam police.

Rajkhowa, along with his
wife and nine others, had
armved in Guwahati yesterday
after they were handed over to
the BSF reportedly by
Bangladesh security forces at
Dawkiin Meghalaya.

Meanwhile, Ulfa General

Secretary Anup Chetia was
shifted to Rajshahi Central Jail
from Mymensingh jail on
Friday night, reports our corre-
spondentin Rajshabhi.

Sources said another leader
of the United Liberation Front
of Asom, Babul Sharma, was
taken to Rangpur jail at the
same time.

Acting Deputy Inspector
General of prisons Tipu Sultan
confirmed the reports of shift-
ing, buthe did not elaborate on
e MARITE weprs i i a

Security of Rajshahi jail was
tightened after Anup Chetia
was taken there.

Anup was arrested in 1997
in Dhaka. He was convicted in
several cases and has since
beenin jail.

In the last few days, foreign
media reported that Ulfa
Chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa
and a few other leaders were
arrested in Dhaka and later
handed over to the Indian
authorities.

But on Friday, Bangladesh
government dismissed such
claims.

Terming the media reports
baseless, Home Minister
Sahara Khatun said, "Since we
did not arrest him [Rajkhowa],
there is no question of pushing
him back."

The same day the Indian
authorities formall
announced that the Ulfa chair-
man surrendered to the Indian
Border Security Force earlier in
the day at Dawki in the north-
easternstate of Meghalaya.

4 of a family
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and Narayanganj while the
dead bodies were taken to a
clinic of Rupganj.

Local sources said Ripon and
his family members were return -
ing to their home from Baropa
areaunder Rupganjthana.

Forkan Shikder, Officer-in-
charge of Rupganj thana said
the bus driver managed to flee.

Confusion clouds
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While party's election com-
mission chairman TH Khan
said as per the party constitu-
tion election can be held for
the post of chairperson and it
is not possible to hold election
for other posts including the
postofsecretary general.

He, however, hinted that
amendments to the constitu-
tion might be brought so that
election to other posts can be
ensured. It can be imple-
mented from the next council,
he said.

When asked about the
process ofthe formation of the
central committee, a joint
secretary general of the party
said most officials of the cen-
tral committee and members
of the standing committee will
be elected by the councillors.

The councillors can also
authorise the chairperson to
form the committees the way
Awami League did it in their
council, he said preferring not
to be named.

Meanwhile the party is
almost split up over the post of
party secretary general; a
section of party men are siding
with Khandaker Delwar
Hossain while an influential

group is trying to convince the

chairperson to pick another
leader for the post.

Some influential leaders
are lobbying for former minis-
ter Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain, presently an impor-
tant member of the standing
committee, highest policy-
making forum of the party.

Yet another faction of the
party think that the party
should pick a young leader as
secretary general who will be
able to reorganise the party
across the country.

“In fact we need an organ-
iser with good image and we
believe the chairperson will
pick the best one for the post,"
a senior leader of the party
yesterday told The Daily Star
but requested not to be
named.

A party lawmaker, however,
sald the chairperson had not
discussed the matter with
anyone so far and that is why
they think a "surprise
appointment” might be made
to the post of secretary general
inthe council,

Supporters loyal to Delwar
are mounting pressure on the
chairperson to re-appoint him
considering his role during the

military-backed caretaker
government,

Six BDR
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Around eight thousand troops

were at Pilkhana during the
bloodbath on February 25-26.
Butall of them would not have
to go on trial, said a BDR
source,

Some three thousand of
them might have to stand trial
on charges of mutiny. The rest
would face departmental
actions that could at the maxi-
mum cost them their jobs,
added the source. _

However, for those to be
tried on mutiny charges, the
conviction could carry up to
seven years in jail, fine and
dismissal fromservice,

Like at Pilkhana headquar-
ters, mutiny took place in
more than one place in some
districts. For example, revolt
spread among three of the five
battalions in Rangamati sec-
tor. In Satkhira, jawans muti-
nied in 7 Rifle Battalion at
Nildumur and 41 Rifle
Battalion under Khulna sec-
tor.

[nitially, the courts will sit
for two days.

On the opening day,
charges will be pressed and
arrest warrants issued, and on
the second day, the accused
will be produced before the
court.

After the second day's
proceedings, the court will be
adjourned for about a month
as the BDR act prescribes
giving the accused at least 27
days to consult lawyers and
prepare for defence.

On the second day of the
trial at Rangamati, the court
adjourned its proceedings till
December 27 so the nine
accused and their lawyers
could make preparations.

After initiating the prose-
cution in Satkhira, the BDR
court might sit in Feni, said
sources.

Flashback
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scheduled to begin tomorrow

[Monday]|, as their involve-
ment was found by a court of
enquiry.

The mutineers at
Nildumur Rifle Battalion
chased and opened fire at
their commanding officer
(CO) while he was trying to
get to a safe place outside the
barracks, said the sources.

The mutineers broke into
the arsenal and looted weap-
ons and ammunition. They
later brought out a proces-
sion on BDR vehicles in
favour of the Pilkhana
mutiny, sources added.

In 41 Rifle Battalion,
mutiny started in the morn-
ing of February 26. The muti-
neers broke into the arsenal
and took control on arms and
ammunition. Heavy firing
took place while the muti-
neers ransacked the houses of
the officers including those of
the CO and the second-in-
command.

The CO's family was not in
Satkhira then but families of
other officers, including the
second-in-command and
medical officer, were
attacked. The rebellious
border guards looted the
officers' houses and shot
numerous rounds of bullets
inside the houses. The fami-
lies with the help of some
officers managed to escape
safely.

Mutineers from seven
BOPs (Border outposts)
under this battalion came to
Satkhira Battalion headquar-
ters with heavy weapons
while mutineers from other
two BOPs came out in the
open and barricaded the
roads.

The situation of the battal-
ion was totally out of control
on February 26. Order was
restored the next morning.

The 41 Rifle Battalion
guards a stretch of 94-
kilometre borderin Satkhira.

Low spending
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Of the amount, Tk 900 crore
has been released for export
subsidy, Tk 405 crore for
elderly people's allowance, Tk
150 crore for allowance to the
widows, Tk 455 crore for creat-
ing jobs for the ultra-poor, Tk
122 crore for freedom fighters
and Tk 47 crore for the insol-
venthandicapped.

Many of the programmes
started in October, and for this
the expenditure was less,

A high official of the
finance ministry said the
revenue budget would be
implemented fast towards the
end of the FY. He however
expressed doubt as to how
much of the development
budget could be imple-
mented.

Meanwhile, a meeting with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in the chair recently discussed
the matter, and several steps
are being taken accordingly,
the official said.
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Bilateral relations
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on "Bangladesh-India
Relations: Present and Future”
organised by Prothom Alo at its
conference room.

The speakers said the posi-
tive outcomes achieved
through the summit-level
meeting must be maintained
by holding regular dialogues at
various levels.

The discussion, presided
over by Chairman of the parlia-
mentary standing committee
on foreign ministry Abul Hasan
Mahmud Ali, was addressed,
among others, by Foreign
Secretary Mohamed Mijarul
Quayes, former foreign minis-
ter Anisul Islam Mahmud,
former foreign secretaries
Farooq Chowdhury, Reaz
Rahman and Shamsher Mobin
Chowdhury, parliamentary
standing committee member
Mostafa Faruque Mohammad
and AKM Mahbubuddin
Khokan of BNPF, former diplo-
mat Ashfaqur Rahman, Prof
Dilara Choudhury of
Jahangirnagar University,
President of Bangladesh
Institute of Peace and Strategic
Studies Maj Gen (retd)
Muniruzzaman, and Editor
and Publisher of The Daily Star
MahfuzAnam.

Prothom Alo Editor and
Publisher Matiur Rahman
moderated the roundtable
while Joint Editor Abdul
Quayum gave the concluding
speech.

Ihe speakers put emphasis
on sustained dialogue with
India at different levels,
strengthening institutional
linkages, abstention from
making provocative political
statements, building of con-
sensus on policy towards India,
relationship on the basis of
sovereignty, applying give and
take idea in a win-win situation
and changing the mindset and
attitude towards India.

Most speakers pointed out
security as India's main con-
cern regarding Bangladesh,
which should ensure that it will
not allow anyone to operate
against India using its territory.
Similarly, it's India's duty to
pay attention to Bangladesh's
security concerns.

They said since economic
development is Bangladesh's
prime objective, it would be
wise for Bangladesh to negoti-
ate with India to reduce trade
gap and settle other long-
standing bilateral issues.

The discussants said parlia-
ment should be made the
centre point of discussion on
crucial external issues.

They said the summit-level,

meeting should find out ways
and means to resolve border
conflicts, put a stop to killings
by BSF on borders, settle mari-
time boundary disputes and
initiate signing of an extradi-
tion treaty.

Foreign Secretary Mijaurl
Quayes said the upcoming
meeting will bring a new
dimension to the Bangladesh-
India relations as both the
countries are eager to address
their problems.

India’s highest political
leadership has shown that
India wants to be a sincere
partner in Bangladesh's devel-
opment,

Speaking about his experi-
ence as foreign secretary in the
last four months, he said, "I can
say that the process of
strengthening relations has
gained momentum. We can see
the reflection of goodwill
gesture from the top political
leadership of India."

The foreign secretary said in
the premier-level talks various
issues including border dis-
putes, using Indian territory for
transit to Nepal and Bhutan,
transportation of heavy equip-
ment through the Ashuganj
river port for setting up power
plant at Palatana in Indian
state of Tripura and receiving
250 megawatt electricity from
the Tripura project, setting up
of borci)er markets, state credit
assistance for modernising
railway and development of
communications infrastruc-
ture in Bangladesh would be
discussed.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will pay an official visit
to India starting from
December 18.

Mijaurl Quayes said sharing
of the water of the Teesta is on
the agenda. He also hoped that
there would be positive devel-
opments in the fields of power,
river dredging, transit with
Nepal and Bhutan using Indian
territory, setting up of border
markets, security, communica-
tions, and removal of tariff and
non-tariff barriers.

Taking part in the discus-
sion, former diplomat
Ashfaqur Rahman said, "We
can seek Indian assistance for
setting up a deep sea port.
Besides, we can propose road
communications between
Sylbet and Imphal, the capital
city of India's north-western
state of Manipur, for establish-
ing a regional transit under the
purview of Bimstec.

Prof Dilara Choudhury said,
‘lunderstand from the speech
of the foreign secretary that
Bangladesh is going to New
Delhi with elaborate prepara-
tions. I hope Bangladesh will
ive necessary attention to
ong-standing issues that have
been stuck on the discussion
table."

Former foreign affairs
adviser Reaz Rahman said, "We
should put emphasis on stror
diplomatic bargaining instea
of stressing on good will and
good relations to reach any
understanding with India."

Former foreign minister

Anisul Islam Mahmud said,
"We hope that the summit-
level meeting of the two coun-
tries will yield a guideline for
future relations."

Former foreign secretary
Farooq Chowdhury said it
would not be right to expect
that all long-standing prob-
lems would be resolved in just
one visit, If this visit brings
change in the attitude, it would
usher in benefit in bilateral
relations, he added.

BNP lawmaker Mahbub
Uddin Khokan said
Bangladesh-India relations
hang in the balance of trust and
mistrust when governments
change. He said mang agree-
ments were signed between
the two countries in the past
but those were not imple-
mented fully. He hoped that the
prime minister would raise the
1ssues of non-implementation
of previous agreements. People
expect that she would discuss
the Tipaimukh dam issue and
sharing of water of the Teesta,
he added.

The Daily Star Editor and
Publisher Mahfuz Anam said
Bangladesh's prime need at
this moment is economic
development and it is neces-
sary for Bangladesh to properly
place what it wants from India.
He said Bangladesh should
remove security concerns for
India and equally India should
respond to Bangladesh's eco-
nomicdemands.

In his introductory note,
Matiur Rahman said Prothom
Alo had arranged a similar
roundtable about a decade
ago.

"Today, we meet again to
discuss Indo-Bangla relations
when they seem set to gain a
new dimension against a
backdrop of new governments
In both countries,” he contin-
ued.

"We know there are differ-
ences of opinion on the issue.
We've seen improvement in
relations with India during the
previous BNP and Awami
League rules. However, oppor-
tunity was there to make even
moreimprovement.”

Mahmud Ali said Sheikh
Hasina's visit would open a
window of opportunity for
significant improvement in
bilateral relations between the
two next-door neighbours and
this time the change will be
much far reaching. He under-
lined the need for change in
attitude while relations are
developed.

Underage
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From December 8 onward the
authorities will start fining the
motorists in case of violation
ofthe three-lane system.

The authorities in the first
phase have started to demar-
cate the lanes on three major
roads and later other roads
will also be demarcated.

The authorities started
fining motorists for violating
signal lights introduced to
replace manual control sys-
tem on November 23, sources
say.

T'he DMP commissioner
said he and his joint commis-
sioners are monitoring the
activities of the personnel
implementing the systems
and conducting the drives
against underage drivers and
fake licences.

He added he made 12
teams, each headed by a dep-
uty commissioner (DC), in this
regard.

Russian
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The Interfax news agency said
an owner of the Lame Horse
had been detained by police
following the deadlyblaze.

Identification of the bodies
was scheduled to begin
Saturday morning, RIA
Novosti said.

Vladimir Markin, a spokes-
man for Russia's top investiga-
tive body, said that there was
no suspicion of a terrorist
attack. RIA Novosti said the
local branch of Russia's
Federal Security Service had
sifted through the site but
found no evidence ofabomb.

Russia has been on edge
since last week's bombing of
the high-speed Nevsky
Express passenger train mid-
way between Moscow and St.
Petersburg, which killed 27. It
was the first fatal terrorist
attack outside Russia's restive
Caucasus republics since
2004,

Chechen rebels claimed
responsibility for the blast.

Perm, a city of around 1
million people, is about
1,200km east of Moscow in the
Ural Mountains.

Enforcement of fire safety
standards is notoriously lax in
Russia and there have been
several catastrophic blazes at
drug-treatment facilities,
nursing homes and apartment
buildings in recent years.

Russia records nearly
18,000 fire deaths a year, sev-
eral times the per-capita rate
in the United States and other
Western countries. Nightclub
fires have killed thousands of
people worldwide.

Ten people died when an
entertainer’'s clothing was
iinited during aso-called "fire
show" at a Moscow club in
March 2007.

In February 2008, a fire in
the Golden Rock nightclub in
the Siberian city of Omsk
killed four people. Officials
said the blast might have been
caused by natural gas.
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