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Film Screening

Film: Jhinder Bandi
Filmmaker: Tapan

Venue: Indian Cultural
Centre, H 35, Rd 24,
Guishan-1

Date: December 7
Time: 6pm
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JA Akash
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JA Akash is the winner of the
photography contest of ‘Cele-
brating Life 2009". Initiated by
The Daily Star and Standard
Chartered Bank, the award
recognises excellence In
photography. Shortly after his
win, an elated Akash had a
chat with this correspondent
on agamutofsubjects:

"] started photography as a
hobby when I was in Class IX. 1
developed a strong feeling
towards photography when I
saw photo journalists at work in
public places -- meetings,
seminars, on socialand national
occasions, To see photogra-
phers at work with their cam-
eras, seemedygmyexciting.”

"I started thinking seriously
about photography in 2000.
Through a local, elderly person

basic course therein 2004.

“Three months later, I did
an advanced course from the
same institute. Then |
embarked on my career as a
photojournalist. So far, I have
worked for many national
dailies including The
Amardesh, Bhorer Kagoj,
Chittagong bureau; Shomokal
and other newspapers”.

Talking of "Celebrating
Life", Akash said, "A contest s
a good platform to test one’s
work; when I saw the ads for
the contest I thought of sub-
mitting my works.

"I have been participating
in contests since 2007, This 1s
my first award in Bangladesh.”

J.A. Akash has bagged
many awards in international
contests: among them the
Gold. Medal .at the 67th
International Photographic
Salon of Japan, The Asahi
Shimbun Photo Contest 2007.

Photo Contest, San Marino,
[taly, 2007 and a medal in 33
Salon International de

Photografica do Algarve

Photo Salon, Portugal, 2007,
In Trierenberg Super Circuit
Photo Cantest, Austria, nine
of his photographs were
exhibited. In the Al-Thani
Award for Photography 2007
in Austria, 15 of his photo-
graphs were exhibited. He
won FIAP honourable men-
tion 3rd place and got 4th
place certificate of merit
awards in the 15th Vigex
International Photographic
Salon 2008 in Australia; two
of his photographs were
accepted in the contest. He

Solo Sketch

Exhibition

Title; The Story of Mud &
Thatch from Time

Time: Bam-12pm & 5-8pm

was also the finalist in Photo
Laureates Photo Contest
2007, Canada and in the
Photographer's Forum
Magazine Annual Photo
Contest, 2008, USA . Akash
also participated in the 1st
Salon International de
Imagen Virtual Foto Club
Quilmes 2008, Argentina.

"Recognition is always
encouraging, I see the 'Cele-
brating Life' award as a major
source of inspiration for the
future,” said Akash

In connection with his first
prize winning photograph
which shows anold lady taking
aride in theshuttle train from
Chittagong University to the
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Fllm: Home (2009)
Venue: Auditorium,

Dhaka, 26, Mirpur
Road, Dhanmondi

Lens man JA Akash captures the award

town, squeezed in the narrow
space between two compart-
ments, Akash said, "The ride
itsell is very risky; she could
slip any moment.

"The locals go to
Chittagong University campus
in search of firewood as they
cannot afford gas for cooking.
The only solution is to take the
train reserved for the students.
As the compartments are for
students, they are often left
with no choice but to make the
one hour journey squeezed
between the compartments.”

Talking about his future
plans, Akash said, " I want to
pursue photography as a
career.”

b4

Film Screening

Date: December 11
Time: 10:30am & 6pm

Alliance Francalse of
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To celebrate its 31st anniversary, Rajshahi Nikkon Shilpi Goshthi arranged a daylong programme in

Rajshahi city on December 4. Members of the organisation including children celebrated the day
through performing dances and songs.

Leonardo DiCaprio to voice animated film

Leonardo DiCaprio is to
make his animated debut as
the voice of Jack The Frost in
forthcoming film The
Guardians, according to
reports.

Trade newspaper
Variety said the movie
would take five popular
childhood heroes - Santa,
the Easter Bunny, the
Tooth Fairy, the Sandman
and Jack Frost.

The characters form an
"elite ﬁuperheru squad”,

it called F
The DreamWorks
Animation is expected to be

the movie.

Hollywood stars Angelina
Jolie, Cameron Diaz and Jack

Black have all voiced anima-
tions but this will be the first
time for DiCaprio.

He is best known for star-
ring in big live-action block-
busters like Titanic, The
Departed and Blood
Diamond.

In August, it was reported
he was teaming up with
filmmaker Sir Ridley Scott to
make a big-screen version of
sci-fi classic Brave New
World.

The Guardians will be
sctedgby - Peter, Ramsey.
P Eimed W TV
Halloween special, Monsters
vs. Aliens: Mutant Pumpkins
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