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Deal with Tipai issue properly
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to protect national interest
Panellists tell BBC Sanglap

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

about Tipal project in the Indian state of

Speakers at a BBC Sanglap (dialogue) in
Sylhet city yesterday said the Tipaimukh
issue should be dealt properly to safe-

guard the national interest.

I'he issue should be raised with high-
est importance with the Indian authori-
ties, they said, adding that it should be
raised at international forums if neces-

sary.

Former adviser Sultana Kamal, Sylhet
Mayor Badar Uddin Ahmed Kamran, city
BNP Convener Dr Shahriar Hossain
Chowdhury and educationist Dr Kabir
Hossain Chowdhury were the panel
discussants at BBC Bangladesh Sanglap
at the Luckatoora Golf on the outskirts of

the city.

The speakers said the much-talked-

adjoining areas.

region.

= Monipur would cause a havoc-like situa-
tion in greater Sylhet region and its

Strong protests must be raised
against Tipaimukh dam, they said, add-
ing that India should rethink on the Tipai
issue for the greater interest of the

They further said that Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina would have to discuss the
issue with the Indian authorities during
her official visit to the neighbouring
country this month.

Replying to questions, the panellists
said upazila parishads need to be made
more pragmatic as well as practical to
ensure people's participation in the
process of taking decisions locally.

Making lawmakers advisers to the
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chairmen would not accrue much bene-
fit to upazila parishads, rather it would
create more complexities, they asserted.

They said the upazila chairmen and

vice chalrmen who
months ago need to be fully empowered
atthe earliest.

The discussants at the dialogue
expressed deep concern over the two
latest launch capsizes which took a
heavy toll of lives in Bhola and
Kishoreganj districts,

were elected 10

Strict enforcement of the existing

laws could reduce such waterway acci-
dents, theyasserted,

The staff and others responsible for
the launch accidents must be given
punishment through proper investiga-
tions, the panellists said.
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Occupational Safety, Health and Environment Foundation forms a human chain in front of the
National Press Club in the city yesterday demanding incorporation of social justice and green job
issues into the new climate agreement at the upcoming Copenhagen conference.

Leadership quality of youths
vital for development

Say speakers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The leadership quality of
youths needs to be sharpened
to develop the country fast,
said speakers at the launching
ceremony of a month-long
youth leadership programme
in the city yesterday.

They called on the youths
to pay back their motherland
by doing good deeds for it
where they were broughtup.

“Our society has a dearth of
leadership, which needs to be
present at every sphere for
development,” said Manzoor
Hasan, director of Institute of
Governance Studies of Brac
University.

“Our common notion is
that leadership should prevail
at the top echelon, but the fact
is that it requires to have at
every level of a society which
wants to progress,” he said at
the function as the guest of
honour.

Bangladesh Youth
Leadership Centre (BYLC)
organised the programme

where a total of 42 students
from general, English and
madrasa backgrounds partici-
pated.

Foreign Secretary
Mohamed Mijarul Quayes
spoke as chief guest at the
function titled 'Building
bridges through leadership
training’ at Biam auditorium.

The secretary said there
were two kinds of people in
society: one group of people
build wall round them and
isolate themselves while the
other group makes bridge to
communicate with people.

“Leaders are those who
bridge network and relate
themselves with the dreams of
others”, he added.

Giving much emphasis on
a dream, Mijarul said: “It is
very important for youths to
have big dreams and imple-
ment them after relating with
others.”

Shaheen Anam, executive
director of Manusher Jonno
Foundation (M]JF), said:
“Sometimes it seems to us that

the young generation doesn't
care the betterment of the
society much, but this initia-
tive by youths will help elimi-
nate thisnotion.”

“We want a society which
has love for all, ability to
appreciate and is based on
justice,” sheadded.

Shaheen Anam hoped that
the month-long training would
give the participants the ideas
and training of inclusiveness,
tolerance and justice.

She said the youths of the
present generation were lucky
as they were born in a liber-
ated country, an endowment
that the youths in many parts
of the world such as Palestine
don'thave.

Sharing her experience
thatshe lefther UN job abroad
in 1990 and came back to the
country to do something for it,
the MJF chief called on the
youths to do something for
their motherland.

BYLC Chairman Ejaj
Ahmad also spoke at the func-
tion.

Distribution of
PSC application
forms at UP level

contemplated
UNB, Dhaka

The government is planning to
distribute different types of job
application forms under PSC,
including that of BCS, from
union level, aiming to reduce
harassment of rural jobseekers.

“The government has
planned to distribute all types
of job application forms under
PSC from Union Parishad level
for the convenience of rural
jobseekers,” National Project
Director of Access to
Information (A2l) project of
PM office and prime minister's
personal secretary Nazrul
Islam Khan told a function here
on Friday night.

Nazrul said, “We've
consulted the Public Service
Commission (PSC) to introduce
the system by setting
Inforfnation Service Centre (ISC)
inevery Union Parishad office.

He said the government
always believes in dissemina-
tion of information among
people to ensure its transpar-
ency, accountability and good
governance.

The government has already
installed 30 Information Service
Centres at different Union
Parishads across the country for
providing services through the
Internet.

People will get all sorts of
information about govern-
ment services in all sectors,
including health, education
and agriculture, from the ISCs.

Muggers attack UNDP staft

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A gang of four muggers
attacked a UNDP employee and
snatched money and cellphone
sets from him at Banani in the
city on Friday night, leaving him
critically injured.

The victim, Rubaiyat
Ahmed, 33, an IT expert at the
United Nations Development
Project (UNDP), Dhaka office,
is now undergoing treatment
atthe United Hospital.

Police said the muggers in a

private car intercepted
Rubaiyat when he was travelling
in a rickshaw at Road # 25, Block
# A, Bananiataround 10:30pm.

Officer-in-charge (OC)
Kamal Uddin of Gulshan
Police Station said the motive
behind the attack is not clear,
as unknown criminals also
attacked Rubaiya's Banani
residence yesterday morning.

A snatching case was filed
in this connection yesterday
evening with Gulshan police
station.

UNB, Dhaka

Dry weather likely

7:29am tomorrow.

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky
over the country in next 12 hours as of 6:00pm today.

Light to moderate fog may occur over the country during
midnight till morning, Met Office said.

It said night temperature may remain nearly unchanged
over the country during the period.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:1 1pm today and rises at

Country's highest temperature 29.3 degrees Celsius was
recorded yesterday at Cox's Bazar and Swandip and lowest
13.2 degrees Celsius at Srimongal.

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded
insome major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidity in
Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 26.8 17.1 78 74
Chittagong 28.2 17.7 79 64
Rajshahi 26.7 13.8 98 90
Khulna 28.2 16.0 99 80

Mamata to
discuss issue
of immigration
clearance time
with Hasina

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New
Delhi

Indian Railway Minister
Mamata Banerjee yesterday
said she would take up with
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, who is scheduled to
visit India later this month,
the issue of reducing the
time for immigration clear-
ance on both sides of the
border between India and
Bangladesh.

The issue of inordinate
delay at land customs on
both sides of the border will
be taken up during the visit
of Hasina, Mamata said,
adding that she had already
talked to Finance Minister
Pranab Mukherjee about it.

Her statement came in the
wake of complaints by passen-
gers of Kolkata-Dhaka train
about the excessive delay in
immigration clearance.

Mamata was speakingata
function organised for laying
the foundation of a new
railway track to Bongaon,
which i1s close to India-
Bangladesh border.

The 11.5-km track, she
said, would cost Rs 57.16
crore and the project is
expected to be completed in
about two years.

Mamata is scheduled to
call on Hasina during the
latter's stay in Delhi.

Discussion on
Ataur Rahman
Khan tomorrow

METRO DESK

A discussion will be held on
the eventful life and contribu-
tion of Ataur Rahman Khan,
former chief minister of East
Pakistan and ex-prime minis-
ter of the Bangladesh at

national graveyard near the’

Sangsad Bhaban at 9:00am
tomorrow on the occasion of
his 18th death anniversary,
says a press release.

A doa mahfil will also be
offered seeking the eternal
salvation of the departed soul.

Suhrawardy's
anniversary of
death observed

DU CORRESPONDENT

The 46th death anniversary of
Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy,
one of the greatest leaders in
the undivided India, was
observed in the country yester-
day through different
programmes.

The programmes included
placing wreaths at the mazar of
Suhrawardy and discussion.

Suhrawardy dedicated his
life to ensure welfare of the
people by establishing democ-
racy above all.

Awami League (AL) leaders
paid homage to Suhrawardy by
placing wreaths at his mazar in
the city at 8:30am. They also
observed one-minute silence
and offered fateha at his grave.
AL leaders Abdul Latif
Siddique, Obaidul Kader and
AFM Bahauddin Nasim
attended the programme.

Leaders of different organi-
sations, including
Bangabandhu Sangskritik Jote,
Bangabandhu Nagorik
Sanghati Parishad and
Shaheed Suhrawardy Jatiya
Smrity Parishad placed
wreaths at his mazar in the
morning.

Bangabandhu Sangskritik
Jote, Jatiya Ganotanrik League
and Shaheed Suhrawardy
Jatiya Smrity Parishad also
organised separate discussions
marking his death anniversary.
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Workers are busy sprucing up the premises of Ra
Intellectuals Day to be observed on December 14,
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'Formulate master plan
to resolve water crisis'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a discussion yes-
terday called for formulating a
master plan for water supply
Lo ease walter crisis across the
country.

They also urged the gov-
ernment to utilise more sur-
face water than groundwater
and take immediate steps to
make Buriganga and
Shitalakkhya rivers free from
pollution in order to use water
of these rivers for supply to the
city dwellers.

Nagorik Sanghati in associ-
ation with Actionaid organ-
ised the discussion on 'Right

to Water and Water Business'
at Comrade Moni Singh-
Farhad Smrity Trust Bhaban in
the city.

The speakers said any’

move to privatise water supply
system as per the prescription
of the World Bank and the
Asian Development Bank
(ADB) would be disastrous,
and urged all to resist such
commercialisation of water
supply.

Lawmaker Rashed Khan
Menon said water manage-
ment plan should involve the
entire country, not only the
Dhaka city.

Lower and lower middle

class people are the worst
victims of water crisis, he
said.

Managing Director of
Dhaka Wasa Taksim A Khan
said they are planning to use
surface water for 80 percent of
water supply to the city dwell-
ers within next ten years.

Speakers at the discussion
also said that the government
is losing a huge amount of
revenue as the owners of the
newly constructed buildings
are using illegal water connec-
fions.

Nagorik Sanghati President
Prof ASM Atiqur Rahman
presided over the discussion.

Call to amend Upazila Act

DU CORRESPONDENT

A group,of chairmen and yice-

chairmen of Upazila Parishads

(UZ) yesterday put forwarded
a 10-point demand to the
government, including can-
cellaton of some sections in
the Upazila Parishad Act 2009.

They placed the points
from a meeting at Engineer's
Institute auditorium in the
city.

They said the sections
barring their smooth func-
tioning for the development in
upazila level.

They also asked the gov-
ernment to meet the demands
by December 26. If their
demands go unheeded, they
will announce fresh
programmes by holding a

council of all chairmen, they
said.

The demands include --
cancellationr of all eirculars
issued’ from different minis-
tries selecting Upazila Nirbahi
Officer as the president to
various committees,
cancelling sections 19, 20, 22
and 25 in the Upazila Parishad
Act 2009 and executing sec-
tion 23, forming local govern-
ment commission to free the
local government from the
grip of local lawmakers,
authorising Upazila Parishad
chairmen to write down secret
documents under the upazila
to resist terrorism and corrup-
tion, specifying responsibili-
ties of chairmen at the
parishad and immediate
execution of the court verdict

on Bangabandhu murder
case.

Speaking at the meeting,
Abdul Mazid Phato, chairman
ofthe SaturiaUpazila, claimed
that even after 11 months of
the last upazila parishad
elections, the government is
yet to fix duties for the chair-
men and they are now passing
daysidle.

The chairmen alleged that
due to unwillingness of a
section of bureaucrats and
local lawmakers, they are not
fully able to perform their
responsibilities to the local
people.

Ataur Rahman Ata,
Mohibur Rahman, Ziaul Haq
Sarker and Abzal Hossain
Khan, among the chairmen,
spoke atthe meeting.

Safe waterway
demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Social rights activists at a
token protest rally yesterday
demanded safe waterway for
the country's poor people who
are the worst sufferers,

Referring to the launch acci-
dents in the last 10 years, they
said the authorities have not
taken any tangible measure
despite the loss of hundreds of
lives in such accidents.

Save the Environment
Movement (SEM) and Safe
Waterway Implementation
Movement organised the rally
in front of the National Press
Clubat11:00am.

SEM Chairman Abu Naser
Khan said millions of taka are
spentinroadsectoralong with
ambitious projects in the city
while the waterways have the
leastamount of allocation.

Member Secretary of Safe
Waterway Implementation
Movement Aminur Rasul said
though different governments
pledged to work for the devel-
opment of waterways, noth-
ing has beendone so far.

The speakers placed a 10-
point demand at the rally,
including announcement of
major launch accidents as
national disaster, proper inves-
tigation and actions against
people responsible for the
accidents and compensations
to the victims and their fami-
lies.

Death anniversary
STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Today is the
second death
anniversary
of renowned
dotara player
Abinash
Chandra
Sheel.
He was also a music composer
aswell as amandolin player.
Kanai Sheel Shilpi Goshthi
will hold a discussion in
Shantinagar Plaza at5:00pm.

Tk 3 crore foreign
currencies seized

at ZIA: One held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Customs officials seized
foreign currencies worth
about Tk 3 crore and arrested
an outgoing passenger at Zia
International Airport in the
cityyesterday.

The arrestee, Abuds Sattar,
son of late Osman Gani of
East Tejturi Bazar, was sched-
uled to fly to Dubai in the
morning.

But the customs officials
challenged him on suspicion
because he came to Dhaka
from Dubai on Friday night
and was leaving for Dubai

again several hours later,
Assistant Commissioner (AC)
Amimul Ehsan of customs
said.

Sattar came to the airport
at about B:30am and his
luggage was sent to apron
area after necessary check-
Ing.

The customs officials
brought back the luggage and
searched it again only to find
currencies of Saudi Arabia,
the UAE, Qatar, Oman,
Bahrain, Kuwait, Canada,
Australia and the UK in the

luggage.
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Dialogue

The inaugural session of
Bangladesh-India dialogue will be
held. Venue: Hotel Lake shore.
Time: 10:00am. Bangladesh
Enterprise Institute organises the
avent.

Bangladesh Institute of Peace and
Security Studies organises a
| roundtable on 'Sino-US relationship:
Emerging trends and possibilities’.
Venue: Sheraton Hotel. Time:

3:00pm.
Workshop

The inaugural ceremony of an
| international workshop on counter-
terrorism will be held. Venue:
Sheraton Hotel. Time: 10:00am.
Bangladesh Institute of Peace and
Security Studies organises the
programme.
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View exchange meeting
NFOWD organises a view exchange
meeling on the rnights of autistic
children. Venue: Shishu Academy
auditorium. Time: 2:00pm.

Jatiya Party organises a discussion
marking the constitution protection
day. Venue: Engineers Institution
auditorium. Time: 3:00pm.

Report launching

The launching ceremony of the
report on the State of the World's |
Children Report will be held, Venue:
Cirdap auditorium. Time: 11:00am.

Brainstorming session

Prime Bank Foundation organises a
brainstorming session on setting
CSR prionties and their modalities
for materialization. Venue: Sheraton
Hotel. Time: 10:00am,
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yer Bazar Martyred Intellectuals’' Memorial in the city yesterday ahead of the Martyred

Journalist
Mozammel
passes away

BSS, Dhaka

Mohammad Mozammel Hugq,
a senior journalist and former
press secretary to former
prime minister Khaleda Zia,
passed away due to prolonged
illness at his residence in the
city last night at the age of 58.
Also former president and
general secretary of Jatiya Press
Club and president of
Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists (BFUJ), Huq left
behind his wife, two sons and a
large number of colleagues and
admirers to mourn hisdeath.
BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia expressed her deep shock
at the death of Mozammel
Hugq, saying his demise left a
void in the vast arena of jour-
nalism in the country.

She also prayed for the
eternal peace of the departed
soul and conveyed her sympa-
thy to members of the
bereaved family.

In a message of condo-
lence, Jatiya Press Club
President Shawkat Mahmud
dand Certeral Secretary Kamal
Uddin Sabuj expressed their
profound shock at the death of
Mozammel Huq.

They also prayed for the
eternal peace of the departed
soul and conveyed sympathy
to the members of the bereave
family.

The body of Mozammel
huq will be brought to the
Jatiya Press Club at 10:00am
for namaz-e-janaza, a JPC
press release said last night.

Kamal Mokbul Ahmed Mirza
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Kamal Mokbul Ahmed Mirza,
former chief superintendent
of health directorate, passed
away due to cancer at a hospi-
tal in New York on Friday night
attheage of 75.

He was also a consultant of
World Health Organisation.

He is survived by his wife
Ferdousi Begum, a former
teacher of Dhaka College, two
daughters, a son and six
grandchildren.

He was buried at Long Island
City Muslim graveyard on
Saturday, family sources said.

Mirza started his careerasa
development officer of the
WHO in Dhaka in 1959 and
was made a malaria engineer
of the WHO's Malaria
Eradication Programme in
1961. He was appointed a
consultant at the WHO office
in Sri Lankain 1969.

Abul Hossain

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Sarkhira

Abul Hossain, a freedom
fighter, passed away at his
village house at Madra under
Kalaroa upazila in Satkhira
vesterday at the age of 62.

He left behind his wife, three
sons, a daughter and a host of
relatives to mourn his death.

He was buried at his family
graveyard with state honour.

Satkhira Press Club
President Abu Ahmed,
Kalaroa upazila Muktijoddha
Sangsad commander Golam
Mostafa, deputy commander
Abul Hossain and freedom
fighter Abdul Gaffar, among
others, expressed shock at his
death. They also prayed for
salvation of the departed soul.

Abdul Mannan Sheikh
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Abdul Mannan Sheikh Munnu
passed away due to a cardiac
arrest on Friday at the age of 82,
saysa press release.

Munnu was a close friend
and associate of
Bangabandhu's younger
brotherSheikh Abu Naser.

He left behind his wife, five
sons, three daughtersand a host
of relatives to mourn his death.

He was buried at a local
graveyard at Bongram in
Gopalganj after namaz-e-

janaza

T N L




