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Bangladesh will lose about
14,000 metric tons of food
grain production to sea level
rise in 2030 and 2,52,000 tons
by 2075 in its eastern part
alone, putting its food security
atrisk, according to a survey of
Bangladesh Institute of Peace
and Security Studies (BIPSS).
The BIPSS survey shows
that the sea level rise will
threaten hundreds of thou-
sands, if not more than a
million, hectares of agricul-
tural land over the course of
the 21stcentury and beyond.
Also, aWorld Bank study on
the impacts of sea level rise in
Bangladesh reveals that 100
cm sea level rise within the
next 100 years will inundate 15
to 17 percent of the country's
land areas, bringing down
farm outputsignificantly.
Climate expert Dr Atiqur
Rahman attributed
Bangladesh's declining food
grain output to three factors --
erratic rainfall, increasing
flood and large-scale cyclonic
storms like Sidr and Aila.

According to him, the
incidence of flood has marked
a rise by 20 percent in recent
years due to climate change,
dealing a blow to food grain
production in the country’s
low-lying areas.

He suggested formulating a
farmer-friendly agriculture
strategy and providing huge
incentive to the framers for
giving a boost to food grain
production.

Dr Atig also stressed the
need for vigorous research
works for innovating new seed
variety to cope with the cli-
mate change and salinity.

Climate expert and IUCN
Country Representative Dr
[Inun Nishat cited rising tem-
perature as the main reason
behind the falling farm out-
put. "If the average tempera-
ture increases by 4 degrees
Celsius, there will be a 30
percent fall in crop yield by
2050," he said.

He said the country's cen-
tral part will experience fre-

- quent floods while the north-

ern part unusual droughts due
to significant raise in tempera-
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ture, bringing down food

production.
"The sea-level rise will

intensify salinity intrusion
affecting food production in
southern region.”

Dr Nishat said agriculture
is closely related with climatic
factors. "Erratic rainfall and
deviation in temperature
would bring critical changes
in rice farming pattern and
affect crops yields.
Bangladesh is in the subtropi-
cal region. So, its agriculture
will be severely affected if this
type of irregular weather
continues,”

He said the variability of
temperature and rainfall
pattern exhibit early signals of
climate change.

AFM Shahidur Rahman, an
environmentalist, said cli-
mate variability has increased
notably in recent times.
Prolonged summer and
shorter rainy and winter sea-
sons will only increase the
trend of droughts and deserti-
fication, inflicting an adverse
impact on the country's agro-
based economy.

Dr Saleemul Hug, an inter-
national climate change
expert, in an article said, "With
the erratic rainfall, the heavy
downpours containing thicker
drops than ever, the summer
expanding to the point of
temperature rising above
previous known limits, the
impacts of climate change are
evident on the farming lands
and the char areas of the coun-
try's remotest regions. Many of
the crops that farmers planted
earlier, on the lands, are not
yieldingas itdid before."

According to UN
Environment Program
(UNEP), the global tempera-
ture would increase up to |
degree centigrade in summer
and 1.5 degrees in winter by
2050, resulting in sea-level rise
by up to half a metre that will
engulf 11 percent of land in
Bangladesh, affecting nearly
60 lakh people along its
coastal belt.

The World Disaster Report
2001 published by IFRCS
reveals that one million people
in Bangladesh will get dis-
placed while 9,000 heaters of

Bangladesh to lose 14,000 tons of farm
output to rising sea in 2030: BIPSS

land eroded annually, affecting
agricultural production.

Another recent study report
revealed by the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) said that
the shorténing winter season is
causing a serious decline in
production ofwinter crops.

It said the salinity intrusion
experienced by coastal areas
in Bangladesh is having seri-
ous implications on the qual-
ity of soil in the areas that were
traditionally used to growrice.

According to Bangladesh
Bureau ol Statistics, diminu-
tion of the country's arable
land is seriously hampering
the government's initiatives to
achieve food autarky.

There was approximately
202,000 acres of cultivable land
inthe countryin 1983 and it has
decreased to 143,000 acres in
the beginning of 2008.

In other words, the amount
of cultivable land has
decreased by 60 lakh acres in
the last 25 years and the coun-
try will lose one-fourth of its
cultivable land by 2020 if it is
not checked.
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conducted by the Dhaka Metropolitan Police. The photo was taken at Shahabagh in the city yesterday.
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Lanes for different modes of transport have been demarcated on city roads during the ongoing awareness campaign on traffic rules,

Call to foster mutual respect among
people of all faiths

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a dialogue yester-
day called for fostering mutual
respect and understanding
among the people of all faiths,
particularly the Muslims and
the Christians, to ensure world
peace and harmony.

The dialogue titled
‘Women's Conference on
Christian-Muslim
Understanding’" was jointly
organised by the Centre for
Inter-Religious & Inter-
Cultural Dialogue, Dhaka
University, and Dhaka-based

Episcopal Commission for
Inter-religious Dialogue at the
BRGB Centre &t
Mohammadpurin the city.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Italian Ambassador I[tala
Maria Marta Occhi stressed
the need for women to con-
tribute to establishing peace
iR society.

"Women form middle-
class background who have
to go through various strug-
gles to settle a position in
any profession can initiate
the process of peace in
society by collective and

shared understanding,” she
said.

She also said people from
different communities " are
interconnected through
different media in the era of
globalisation, and this
connectedness should be
turned into a broader friend-
ship between Muslim and
Christian communities who
shares almost similar theolog-
icalinterpretation.

Father Francisco from
PIME Missionary in Italy said
dialogues have been organ-
ised among youths, experts

and religious leaders of this
two communities to help
people getrid of hatred, rivalry
and ignorance they possess
aboutoneanother.

He said the theological and
spiritual foundation of both
the faiths is of the same kind.
S0, it is crucial to build com-
mon understanding between
the two communities.

Prof Dr Nazma Khan
Mazlish, Islamic History &
Culture Studies Department,
Dhaka University, and Suchtra
Behera presented two keynote
papers.

Two killed
N City

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A worker of a glass shop
succumbed to his injuries
at Shaheed Suhrawardy
Hospital yesterday four
days after he was beaten by
his in-laws at Geneva Camp
in the city’'s Mohammadpur
area.

The victim was identi-
fied as Jamal alias Naiyer,
40, worked at a glass-shop
atthe Geneva Camp.

Police said some eight to
ten people led by Aslam, a
sister-in-law of Jamal, beat
the latter up with sticks
over a family feud.

Razia Begum, sister of
Jamal, filed a murder case
with Mohammadpur
Police Station against six
pegple, including her
husbandd Aslam in this
connection.

Meanwhile, a heroin
addict died as another
addict hit him on his head
with a stick over sharing
drugs at Agargaon slum in
the city's Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar area on Thursday
night.

The dead was identified
as Javed, 25.

Police said Javed died on
the spot when his partner
Shishir hit him on his head
with a stick.

They bought a puria (a
sachet) of heroin and
engaged into an altercation
over sharing the sachet.

Later, locals handed over
Shishir to Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar police.
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Bandhan Utsab organised the event.

PHOTO: STAR
Artist Mustafa Monwar and Bulbul Mahalanabish inaugurate '‘Bhai-Bon Phota and Rakhi Bandhan

Utsab' (a festival of bond between brother and sister) by lighting a lamp at Kendriya Kanchi Kachar
Mela Bhaban in the city yesterday. The National Committee to Observe Bhai-Bon Phota and Rakhi

' LUMS'MBA

‘Having studied n the LUMS MBA
Programme has helped me
differentiate myself from my co-
workers 1n Canada. The faculty,
teaching methodology and student
network at LUMS helped me
immensely in developing my
professional and social skills.*

Samia Beg (MBA 2000)
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‘LUMS MBA 15 a programme unlike
any other. A passion for winning, an
indefatigable strife for excellence and
a keen sense to appreciate others'
values whilst not losing yours are
some of the traits that you imbibe al
LUMS.

Ameerzeh Amjad (MBA 1999)
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. Apply online now!
'f ror more details oo admission critenia and deadlines, pl
| Office of Admissions:

‘ Phone; 492-42-111-11-LUMS (5867) (Ext. 2387)

Fax: +92-42-35896559
Email: sdsbadmissions @Jums.edu.pk
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S & W Fruit Cocktall &
. Del Monte Frukt Cocktail -

* Diaper Rashy Cream Lever 2000

Banani

WBC, 76/A, Block- M

Rnad’- 11, ﬁanani
Near Gulshan Banani
nk Bridge), Dhaka

Guishan-2
Plot- 3, Gulshan North
Circle-2, Dhaka

Chittagong
St Rsher e

, Forum Ce
MM Ali Road 4k
Kotoali, Chittagong
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Malibagh

260/6,
Under Dhaka Science
ollege), dhaka

H?hblur

435/1 (Wireless Gate)
Boro Moghbazar,
Dhaka

South Khulshl
Plot-1, Salam Heights Saber Plaza, 13 1, Stand Raod,
Chittagong

1977492766
101976555666
01976444666

exclusively available at below outlets

Khllvon,

S lew Afrina
389/B Chowdhury
Para, Khilgaon, Dhaka

alibagh

Bijoy Nagar

Tepa Tower

169, Shohid Syed
Nazrul Islam Avenue,
Purana Paltan, Dhaka

Barik Buildin
Gosall Danga, Chittagong
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West Karful
Palolik Mollik Plaza
218/9 West Kafrul
Rokyea Shoronl,
Dhaka

Mohammadpur,
Town Hall
14/23 Manama
Turag Buliding
Shajahan Road

Sylhet

Uposhohor
Maitiplan City
Plot- D-1, Block- D

A
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SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
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* Coming soon

Uttara,
Plot- 1 &
Road- 13/0 & 13/C
Sector-6, Uttara,
Dhaka

Uttara, Sector-11
Plot- Oi Chourasta
Uttara, bhaka

lal Avenue

Pathantula
Sunrise Tower
69/1, Mohona R/A,

Shahjalal Housing, Sylhet Block-A, Sylhet
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