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Manchester United midfielder Darron Gibson (R) is about to score one of his two goals against Tottenham Hotspur during their English League Cup encounter at Old

Trafford on Tuesday.

Diego banned
from draw

AFP, Cape Town

Argentina coach Diego
Maradona will be thrown out if
he tries to attend the World Cup
draw here this week, with FIFA
Wednesday making clear he
was banned.

The foul-mouthed, former
great was slapped with a two-
month suspension from all
football activities last month
for his sexually-explicit rant
after losing his cool with jour-
nalists following Argentina's
qualification.

The 49-year-old sporting
icon, who skippered the 1986
World Cup-winning team, told
journalists to “suck it and keep
suckingit”.

Virtually all coaches from
the 32 qualified teams are
expected in Cape Town for
Fniday's draw and there have
been rumours that Maradona
may try to be part of
Argentina'sdelegation.

But FIFA secretary general
Jerome Valcke said he would
not be allowed to enter if he
turned up.

"There is no way if he asks
foraccreditation,” he said.

"Maradona has been
banned from football activi-
ties, not just matches, for two
months and the draw is in that
period of two months. We have
beenveryclear.

“There have been rumours
that he could join the
Argentinean delegation and I
sent a letter to them to say 'be
aware heisbanned'.

“If Maradona arrives as a
journalist foramedia company
his accreditation will not be
issued by FIFA.

“We cannot stop him flying
to South Africa but he will not
attend thedraw.”

Maradona's outburst came
after Argentina's 1-0 win over
Uruguay in October, which
allowed the two-time world
champions to squeeze nar-
rowly into next year's finals
after alow-key and tense quali-

fying campaign.
Ribery in doubt

for Juve clash
AFP, Berlin

Bayern Munich's France star
Franck Ribery said Wednesday
although his troublesome left
knee is back to full fitness, he is
doubtful to face Juventus in
next week's crucial Champions
League match.

Ribery is facing a fitness
race ahead of the December 8
game at Juventus in Turin
which Bayern must win to
make the knock-out stages of
the Champions League.

The 26-year-old has been
repeatedly plagued by a knee
infection since the season
began and while he can now
run without pain, he admits he
Is struggling for the match at
Turin's Olympic Stadium

"I don’t have any pain and
the knee is good,” Ribery told
German daily Bild after his first
training session with a ball on
Tuesday.

“This has been the first time
for two months | have trained
intensivelywith a ball.

Butlam pessimistic of my
chances of facing Juventus, the
last (Bundesliga) game before
Christmas against Hertha
Berlinis mygoal "

TEndglli::-y in his knee cap
means Ri has not played
since October 3, but he egpécts
to be ready to face Hertha on
December 19 ar Munich's
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Messi delighted

Leyrfootbal

e o L

| AFP, Barcelona

Argentina international Lionel Messi said

' Tuesday he was delighted with the emphatic

nature ofhis Ballon d'Orwin.

The Barcelona striker received the biggest
percentage of votes since the award for the
European player of the year was created in 1956.

“I'm happy to have won the prize and on top
of it all by a wide majority. It is really important
and beautiful to win it this way," he told a news
conference after a morning training session
here.

The 22-year-old, whom Cristiano Ronaldo
beat into second place last season for the acco-
lade, easily saw off the Portuguese striker this
year by 473 points to 233. His Barca teammate
Xavi Hernandez finished third with 170.

He also becomes the first Argentine winner of
the award decided by a panel of journalists and
soccer officials in a vote organised by France
Football magazine.

‘I'm really happy as well to be the first
Argentine player to win the prize. But I have to
say that if the existing rules were in place years
ago, Maradonawould have wonit," headded.

The prize was restricted to European foot-
ballers until 1995 when the rules where changed
to allow players from the rest of the world to be
eligible ifthey played fora European club.

Argentina-born Alfredo Di Stefano won in
1957 and 1959 while at Real Madrid but he had
acquired Spanish citizenship by that time while
Argentine-born Omar Sivori took the prize in
1961 after he acquired Italian citizenship.

“This prize is a gift for him as well as for the

rest of the team. He is a fair winner. He is a player
with another level,” said Barcelona coach Josep
Guardiola, adding Messi was "resistant, fast, a
scorer’.

Messi helped Barcelona win the treble of
Champions League, the Spanish championship
and Spanish Cup last season with his trademark
scampering runs off the wing and surges across
the area.

He was the top scorer in last year's
Champions League with nine goals, including a
header in the 2-0 final defeat of Manchester
United in Rome.

Messisaid he hoped he hoped his form would
not dip as has happened with several past win-
ners of the Ballon d'Or after they won the presti-
glous prize.

"l hope that that does not happentome and I
am confident of maintaining my level and that
Barcelona will maintain its form, which is the
mostimportant ofall,” he said.

In September he signed a two-year contract
extension which will keep him at the club until
2016. The deal increased his buy-out clause to
250 million euros from 150 million euros.

Spanish media have reported that Messi will
earn over 10 million euros a year after tax under
the new deal, making him the club's highest-
paid player.

Messi joined the Catalan giants as a youth
team player from Newell's Old Boys which is
based in Rosario, Argentinaatthe age of 13.

“I've never seen anyone with such humility
and good taste for playing football who accepts
to play where he's told without ever protesting
and with such happiness and love for the club,"
the current coordinator of Barcelona's youth
football, Albert Benaiges, told the club’s televi-
sionstation.

'Henry didn't cheat'

AFP, London

France captain Thierry Henry
was not behaving immorally
when he deliberately handled
the ball twice to set up the goal
that eliminated the Republic of
Ireland from the 2010 World
Cup finals said former French
coach Gerard Houllieron Tuesday.

The 62-year-old - a failure as national coach
seeing France miss out on the 1994 World Cup
finals losing their last two matches both at home
to lowly Israel and then Bulgaria in the last min-
ute - said that Henry's action during last month's
play-offsecond legmatch was not cheating.

“Hedidn't cheat. It was instinctive," Houllier
told BBC radio.

“A lot of the former players in France have
condemned what Thierry has done but, at the
same time, they said they would have done the
same.

"He didn’t cross the ball with his hand, he put
the ball in on his foot. It's the referee's error,”
added Houllier, who is now technical director for

the French Football Federation.

Houllier, who has enjoyed more success at
club level first with Liverpool where he won five
trophies and then at Lyon, said the Henry he
knew would not do something like that deliber-
ately and in any case the Irish would not have
qualified even if the match had stayed at 1-0 in
their favour asitwould have gone to penalties.

“Thierry is too honest a person to have done
this immorally. It was not premeditated,” said
Houllier.

"I don't think he'll be punished and even if
the goal had not been allowed, they (the Irish)
would not have qualified. It would have gone to
penalties.”

The sport’s governing body FIFA's executive
committee will meet on Wednesday in Cape
Town, South Africa, to consider the incident as
partofadisciplinary crackdown.

FIFA could put also more assistant referees on
the fields during the World Cup, their president
Sepp Blattersaid.

"We'll make a decision to have additional
officials for the World Cup or not. This is open,"
he said.

Hertha bat
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Hertha Berlin's general
manager Michael Preetz has
admitted the Bundesliga's
capital club are facing their
biggest crisis of the last 12
years as they battle to stay up.

Despite having chal-
lenged for the league title last
season, Hertha are currently six points adrift at
the foot of the Bundesliga table with just one win
which cameon the opening day of the season.

Since then they have lost 11 of their 14 games
with two draws and even before the season's
halfway stage, they look set to be relegation
candidates atthe end of the season next May.

But Preetz, 42, told the club's annual general
meeting on Monday night they can survive again
ha;'_i?ng won promotion to the Bundesliga in
1997.

“Hertha are living through probably the
biggest sporting crisis since being promoted to
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the Bundesliga," said Preetz.

‘Many have already written us off, But for me,
giving upis taboo.

"We have to stick together.

"We at Hertha rise again and again. And we
will do it this time as well. Seven points need to
be made up, butwe canstill doit.”

But Preetz faced hostility throughout
Monday's meeting from disillusioned Hertha
fans and there is little optimism Hertha can
avoid relegation from the top flight for the fifth
time in the club's history,

The signing of Polish striker Artur Wichniarek
from Bielefeld has not been a success with the
forward yet to score a goal this season, but Preetz
said there will be three million euros (4.5m US
dollars) available to sign more players.

Liverpool's Ukraine striker Andrei Voronin
has been constantly linked to Hertha since he
spentlastseason onloan in Berlin.

He has failed to fire for the English giants this
term and was dropped from the squad for last
week's Champions League clash with
Hunearianside Debrecen.
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MU after Neuer

AFP, Berlin

Schalke 04's German goal-
keeper Manuel Neuer is being
courted by Manchester
United as they look to eventu-
ally replace Edwin van der Sar,
accordingto areportciting the
player's agentWednesday.

German weekly Sport Bild
quoted Neuer's agent,
Thomas Kroth, as saying: "We
know Manchester United are
interested in Neuer.

"Manuel would also like to
play with a team that has a
better international level."

The 23-year-old Neuer,
who has played twice for
Germany, has been Schalke's
number one keeper since the
autumn of 2007 and his cur-
rent deal with the Bundelisga
side expiresin2012.

Although Schalke rebuffed
previous offers to sell him,
notably one emanating from
Bayern Munich, the club are
currently in the financial
doldrums.

Neueris said to be valued at
13 million euros, and his
transfer would go part way to
alleviating their current crisis.

Carlos agrees
Corinthians deal

AFP, Sao Paulo

Former Real Madrid and Brazil
defender Roberto Carlos has
agreed a two-year deal with
Sao Paulo-based giants
Corinthians, according to
radio reports here Wednesday.

Roberto Carlos's contract
with Turkish side Fenerbahce
ends on December 20 and
according to Radio Record the
36-year-old has already
agreed to join the Brazilian
firstdivision side.

If confirmed, the defender
would be playing alongside
former Brazil and Real Madrid
teammate Ronaldo.

"I'll be able to play in the
same team as him (Ronaldo),”"
Roberto Carlos is quoted as
saying.

'l want to be part of the
squad that competes in the
Copa Libertadores.”

Bastian escapes
million euro

lawsuit
AFP, Munich

Germany midfielder Bastian
Schweinsteiger has had a
claim against him for damages
worth nearly a million euros
thrown out by a court here on
Tuesday.

The 25-year-old Bayern
Munich star, who has won 72
caps for his country and
scored 19 goals, was facing a
claim for 833,000 euros (1.25m
US dollars) in damages plus
Interest for lost commissions
from a German lawyer.

The lawyer, who is also the
manager of a player advisory
firm, claimed that in
November 2005 a five-year
contract between him and
Schweinsteiger to represent
the Germany star had been
verbally agreed by a hand-
shake.

But the court threw out the
claim and the ruling is
expected to be confirmed at a
later date.
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Gibson fires champs
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AFP, London

Darron Gibson scored twice as reigning champi-
ons Manchester United beat Tottenham
Hotspur 2-0 at Old Trafford on Tuesday to secure
their place in the semifinals of the English
League Cup.

In what was a repeat of last season's final,
which United won on penalties, Republic of
[reland midfielder Gibson struck twice from the
edge of the box in the first-half to put United in
control.

Anderson's aggressive run in the 16th minute
ended with him laying the ball into the path of
Gibson, whose shot into the far corner past
Heurelho Gomes gave him his fourth goal of the
season.

The 22-year-old Gibson produced an even
better finish seven minutes from half-time
when, after playing a neat one-two with Danny
Welbeck, he curled the ball past Gomes's
despairing dive,

Spurs created several chances but lacked a
cuttingedge up front.

Afterwards United manager Sir Alex
Ferguson said he would keep faith with a largely
vouthful side for the semifinals.

"We're two games away from Wembley, that's
good,” he told Sky Sports. "We'll enjoy the semi-
final and these lads will play again.”

Ferguson praised Gibson's performance,
saying: "He did well. The second goal particu-
larly, the movement and working off the ball was
good and a terrific finish.

"Gibson and Anderson did very well in the
middle of the park.”

Ferguson had been criticised for fielding a
young side last week when United lost to Turkish
club Besiktas in the Champions League.

"It was a good team performance following
lastweek," said Gibson,

"We bounced back and the young lads did
well. We didn'tgooutto tryand prove anything.

"Sometimes you have bad days and today
wasagoodday.”

Dejected Tottenham manager Harry
Redknapp added: "I'mverydisappointed. You're
never going to get a better opportunity than we
did tonight.

"We've been playing so well recently but
there was no atmosphere tonight.

“It was like a practice match, it just never got
going." ,

In the day's other all Premier League
quarterfinal, Aston Villa won 4-2 away to top-
flight basement club Portsmouth.

Pompey went ahead through an own goal
from Villa's Stiliyan Petrov but Martin O'Neill's
men were in front before half-time thanks to
goals from England duo Emile Heskeyand James
Milner.

Stewart Downing marked his first start for
Villa by sealing the Midlands club's win 16 min-
utes from time.

Substitute Nwankwo Kanu pulled a goal back
for Pompey in the 87th minute but a minute
from time AshleyYoung scored Villa's fourth.

O'Neill, who twice led Leicester to League
Cup glory, said: "As the Champions League
seems (o have grown in stature, the League Cup
has lost a bit of its lustre, But, if you'd seen the
line-up for the quarterfinals, it was very strong
indeed.

"The competition seems to have galvanised
itself again, with Chelsea and United wanting to
win it. Manchester City are very strong, Arsenal
are still there. It's particularly pleasing to be in
there with thatgroup of teams.

"Itwould be nice towina trophy.”

Portsmouth manager Avram Grant - whose
first match in charge saw Manchester United
defeat his side 4-1 last Saturday - said top-flight
survival was his priority

"I don't like to lose, even a friendly game, but
the mostimportant thing forusis the league.”

The draw for the semifinals will be made after
Wednesday's final last eight clashes, both all
Premier League contests, between Blackburn
and Chelsea and Manchester Cityand Arsenal.

Duo detend payouts

AFP, London
]

Manchester City and Chelsea
defended on Tuesday their
combined spending on
agents' fees of more than 20
million pounds (33.25 million
I dollars) in just over a year.

Figures released by the English Premier
League on Monday covering the period
October 1, 2008 to September 30 2009, showed
City, backed by the wealth of UAE-based owner
Sheikh Mansour, led the top flight in agent fees
spending with an outlay of 12,874,283 pounds
(21,411,165 dollars).

Meanwhile Chelsea were second in the
agent fees table with 9,562,223 pounds
(15,903,690 dollars).

Sheikh Mansour has invested huge sums in
City, sanctioning a British record 32.5-million-
pounds (54.05 million dollars) capture of
Robinho and spending in excess of 120 million
pounds (199,584,000 dollars) on new players
during the pre-season.

But whereas Chelsea, backed by Russian
billionaire Roman Abramovich, lead the
Premier League table by five points from cham-
pions Manchester United, City are seventh and
14 points off top spot.

City manager Mark Hughes said the amount
his club had spent on agents' fees had to be
seen in the context of the volume of transfer

activity at Eastlands.

"If you do a lot of deals - and overall some-
thing like 35 were included - given the expendi-
ture and the turnover of players involved, you
would expect a figure like that,” he said.

Many have questioned whether agents are
worth the money paid to them but former
United striker Hughes said: "There is a role that
hastobemetand, at the moment, agents fill it.

"Do they provide value for money? You have
to base everydeal on its merits.

"Sometimes you feel the agent has really
done his job, on others you feel he is getting
money for nothing.

"At times they can muddy the waters. Some
deals can seem quite straightforward and then
they become complicated atthe end.

"On other occasions the deal goes through
veryquickly.”

Chelsea assistant manager Ray Wilkins
added: "I think they are something that are in
the game and have been for a long while and we
have to deal withit.

"The players obviously feel they are well
worth having otherwise they wouldn't have
them. Therefore it's something that's there and
it' ssomething thatwe have to get on with.

"1 didn't have an agent but they are in our
game and we will just cope with that situation,”
the former Chelsea, United and England
midfielderadded.

AFP, Berlin

Former Germany coach
Jurgen Klinsmann has ruled
out coaching a Bundesliga
side again and has brushed
oft reports that linked him to
Rafael Benitez's job at
Premier League side
Liverpool.

Klinsmann was sacked as
coach of Bayern Munich earlier this year after
Just ten months in charge of the Bundesliga
giants.

And while his name is ‘often cited in the
German press whenever a coach comes under
pressure, the 45-year-old has made it clear he
has no interest in coaching a Bundesliga club -
now or in the future.

“No, I will not take on a coaching role here,"
Klinsmann, whose name has been linked to
Liverpool in the British media, told German
daily Bild.

"AndIcan’timagine thatchanging.

"Forusitisrelatively clear.

"We will not embark on another adventure
in the Bundesliga."

Liverpool have admitted that their
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Jurgen rules out return

American owners made an approach to
Klinsmann behind Benitez's back last year, but
the German dismissed any talk of a role on
Merseyside by adding: "There are always
rumours .

Klinsmann will be a pundit for German
television channel RTL during next summer's
World Cup, but has said he has little interest in
returning to domestic football after his dis-
missal from Bayern Munich last April.

A poor string of results saw him dismissed
from his first domestic coaching role having
guided Germany to third at the 2006 World Cup,
but his replacement in Munich, Louis van Gaal,
1S faring little better.

Klinsmann said he has spent time thinking
abouthis time in charge of Bayern.

‘Ilearnt a lot, I have thought about my time
at Bayern and worked out what happened
there,” said the former striker.

Klinsmann took over at Munich in the sum-
mer of 2008, but was sacked as his side lay three
points off the league lead, while van Gaal's
Bayern are currently six points behind leaders
Bayer Leverkusen,

Munich must win at Juventus next Tuesday
(o guarantee their place in the Champions
League's knock-outstages.

PHOTO: AFP
Former French player Marcel Desailly takes part in a promotional event for US burger chain McDonalds

toannounce a global sponsorship partnership with the FIFAWorld Cup in Cape Town on Wednesday,




