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Pakistan voices warnings

over US 'surge’
in Afghanistan

level meetings.

"We have asked US administration to con-
sult us in case of any paradigm shift in the
policy... so that we can formulate our strategy
accordingly,” said the Pakistani prime minister.

Obama is due to unveil the new approach
after weeks of deliberations and lay out an exit
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BENAZIR KILLING
UN probe seeks
3-month

extension
ANI, Islamabad

The United Nations inquiry
commission probing the
assassination of former
Pakistan prime minister
Benazir Bhutto has sought a
three-month extension from
the Pakistan government.
According to sources,
Chile'sAmbassadortothe UN,
Heraldo Munoz, who is the
chairman of the inquiry com-

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan stepped up warnings yesterday that
an expected US decision to send tens of thou-
sands more soldiers to Afghanistan could
destabilise its insurgency-ridden southwest.
"Our only concern is that when US sends

o -

more troops to Afghanistan's Helmand area, if
there will be influx of militants they will be
moving to Baluchistan," Prime Minister Yousuf
Raza Gilani told a press conference.

President Barack Obama is widely expected
to order more than 30,000 additional American
troops into battle against an emboldened
Taliban-led insurgency in Afghanistan when he

attacks.

strategy for withdrawing forces with the war
now into a ninth year since the September 11

Security has drastically deteriorated in
Pakistan since Islamabad joined the US-led
"war on terror” and hundreds of Taliban and al-
Qaeda-linked militants fled into the country
after the US-led invasion of Afghanistan.

mittee, has sought more time

to submit the report, saying

the delay is being caused due
to the adverse security sce-
nario in Pakistan.

"We're working hard and
advancing, but there is a great
deal of work to be done,” The

ails g : xtweek. S ; : 1T e
1 un?’i'llh'd li] E‘:htril;?:::'t;r:lfﬁjtnae already dis- Suicide attacks and bombings have killed | Daily Times quoted Munoz, as
pARiES ' ‘ | » than 2.550 people i saying.
cussed with the US administration, that influx ™°™ “:'“"“ 2,550 people In 29 mnnths ﬂl}d ying
of militants towards Baluchistan should be around 2,000 troops have died fighting Islamist

Indian schoolchildren pose while forming the numbers "26/11" as they
observe a two-minute silence for the victims of the Mumbai attacks at a
school in Amritsar yesterday. Hindu nationalists burn an effigy of Pakistani
terror accused Ajmal Kasab (Inset) during a protest in New Delhi marking

the one-year anniversary of the terror attacks.

taken care of otherwise that can destabilise
Baluchistan," said Gilani, speakingin English.

"A stable Afghanistan is in Pakistan's inter-
est -- but at the same time we also do not want
our country to be destabilised," said Gilani.

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, US
National Security Adviser James Jones and CIA
director Leon Panetta have all travelled to
Pakistan in the last month for a series of top-
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militants since 2002,

In the southwestern province of
Baluchistan, hundreds of people have died in a
separatistinsurgency since 2004.

Obama is reportedly increasing pressure on
Islamabad to fight not just militants who attack
within Pakistan, but those using Pakistan as a
base from which to fight the Kabul government
andWestern troops in Afghanistan.

Myanmar rebels
cashing in on
illegal drugs
stocks: UN

AFP, Bangkok
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Sri Lanka's main opposition leader Ranil Wickremesinghe announces former army chief General
Sarath Fonseka as the United National Party (UNP) presidential candidate in Colombo yesterday.
Fonseka, widely credited for the military defeat of the Tamil Tiger rebels this year, will take on incum-
bent Mahinda Rajapakse in upcoming presidential election called two years ahead of schedule.

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's main opposition
party said yesterday it would
back former military chief
Sarath Fonseka in his bid to
unseat President Mahinda
Rajapakse in upcoming elec-
tions.

The United National Party
(UNP) became the second
opposition party, after the
Marxist JVP earlier this week,
to throw its weight behind
Fonseka, 58, who is widely
expected to confirm his candi-
dature at the weekend.

"We back General Fonseka
to be the common opposition
candidate,” UNP leader Ranil
Wickremesinghe told report-
ers.
The UNP said it had
secured an agreement with
the former general, who has
been widely credited with the
strategy that led to the defeat
of Tamil rebels in May after
decades of ethnic bloodshed.

"l have got broad support
from most opposition politi-
cal parties. But I will officially
announce my intentions
whether to accept the postas a
common candidate on
Sunday,” Fonseka told AFP
afterwards.

Fonseka quit as chief of
defence staff this month, after
a rift with Rajapakse over who
should take credit for crushing
separatist Tamil Tiger rebels in
a government offensive.

After the fighting ended in
May, he was moved from army
chief to become chief of
defence staff, a more ceremo-
nial position that reportedly
left him feeling sidelined
because of its lack of com-
mand powers.

Wickremesinghe, echoing
comments from the JVP ear-
lier this week, said Fonseka
had promised to scrap the all-
powerful presidency, which
concentrates executive power
in the head of state.

"We will bring in the neces-
sary provisions to abolish the
executive presidency. We will
ensure General Fonseka's
victory ends the Rajapakse
regime,” he said.

The UNP said Fonseka had
agreed to dissolve the current
cabinet and appoint an
interim government to con-
duct parliamentary elections,
which are due by April.

Opposition political par-
ties have accused Rajapakse of
granting key state positions to
family members and of wan-
ton corruption.

The president's younger
brother Gotabhaya Rajapakse
1s the defence secretary, who
also played a keyrole in crush-
ing Tamil Tigers and ending
Asia’s longest running ethnic
conflict.

However, the Rajapakse
brothers and Fonseka fell out
after all three vied to take
credit for the victory:

India said Wednesday that it
expected the United States to
lift "significant” restrictions
on American technology
transfer to the Asian giant
following talks between
leaders of the two nations.

US President Barack
Obama and Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
agreed after talks in
Washington Tuesday that
"strengthening high technol-
ogy trade between their
countries is in the spirit of
their strategic dialogue and
partnership,” a joint state-
ment said.

Expanding on the state-
ment, Singh's economic
advisor Montek Singh
Ahluwalia said Wednesday
that on the economic front,
“the principal action” the
United States had to take to
advance collaboration was
"removal of the technology
transfer controls.”

He said the US govern-

a "high level review" of the
technology restrictions was
underway, four years after
the two countries signed a
landmark civilian nuclear
agreement.

"We are very hopeful that
as a result of that review
there will be a significant
easing of technology con-
trols,” said Ahluwalia, speak-
ing at a forum held by the
Peterson Institute for
International Economics in
Washington.

The controls were part of
the 1998-imposed economic
sanctions on India after it
conducted a series of nuclear
weapons tests.

They prohibit American
companies from exporting
certain goods and services to
various Indian entities with-
out first obtaining an export
license.

However, relations
between the two countries
have improved significantly in
recently years.

Blair knew in advance

Saddam had no WMD

ANI, London

Former British prime minister
Tony Blair's government knew
ten days in advance before
declaring war on Iraq that
Saddam Hussein did not have
access to weapons of mass
destruction, according to the
inquiryinto the war.
Inspectors in Irag had
informed the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office that
they believed that Saddam
might not have chemical and
biological weapons, but the
new intelligence report was
dismissed with British and US
troops massed on the border.
The then Foreign Office's
director-general of defence

and intelligence, Sir William
Ehrman, told the inquiry that
information was received just
before the invasion of Iraq on
March 20, 2003, The Times
reported.

“"We did at the very end, |
think on March 10, getareport
that chemical weapons might
have remained disassembled
and Saddam hadn't yet
ordered their assembly. There
was also a suggestion that Iraq
might lack warheads capable
of effective dispersal of
agents,” he said.

“I don’t think it invalidated
the point about the
programmes he had. It was
more about use. From the
counter-proliferation point of

view it just proved (Saddam)
had been lying and that he had
prohibited items," he said.

Hans Blix, the chief UN
weapons inspector, told the
Foreign Office at the end of
February 2003 that Saddam
might not have weapons of
mass destruction, the inquiry
was told.

Blair continued to say there
was a risk to national security
from WMD without mention-
ing the newintelligence.

Tim Dowse, the Foreign
Office's head of counter-
proliferation at the time, said
that in 2001 the threat from
Iraq had been placed behind
those from Iran, Libya and
North Korea.
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Supporters of ruling Pakistani People’s Party (PPP) gather during their party's founding day in

Karachi on Wednesday. Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari said the PPP remains strong and commit-

ted to defend democracy and will complete its term foiling the "attempts of political actors" to de-rail
the system.,

Mullah Omar rejects
Karzai call for talks

AFP, Kabul

Mullah Mohammad Omar,
leader of Afghanistan's Taliban
militia, on Wednesday rejected
a call from President Hamid
Karzai for peace talks, in a
statement issued ahead of the
Muslim festival of Eid-ul-Azha.

Karzal was inaugurated last
week after winning a fraud-
tainted August poll and used a
speech to again call for the
Taliban to rejoin the political
process in Afghanistan, where
about 100,000 US and Nato
troops are stationed.

“The people of Afghanistan
will not agree to negotiation
which prolongs and legitimises
the invader's military presence
in our beloved country.
Afghanistan is our home,” a
Taliban statement quoted

Omar as saying.

The elusive leader of the
[slamist militia, which were
unseated in the 2001 US-led
invasion of Afghanistan,
accused foreign powers of
seeking negotiations to "pro-
long their evil process of colo-
nisation and occupation.”

"The cunning enemy wants
to attack people's crowded
places such as mosques and
other similar places in order to
malign the Mujahideen,”
Omar said.

The one-eyed militant
commander called on his
fighters to “guard against
these activities of the enemy
and fully avoid carrying out
any similar activity. The
well-being and prosperity of
the people should be your
priority ",




