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The Daily Star and Standard Chartered Celebrating Life ‘09
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A salute to womanhood through photography, lyrics and films

CORRESPONDENT
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Creativity is manifested and multiplied only
when it is rewarded. The Daily Star and
Standard Chartered Bank, Bangladesh realised
the need for that and launched a contest on
films, lyrics and photography in July 2008. Last
year the theme of the contest was 'Bangladesh
My Love' and this year the initiative celebrated
‘womanhood’

Celebrating Life Awards Ceremony 2009 was
held at the Bangabandhu International
Conference Centre on November 24, Md. Zillur
Rahman, President of People's Republic of
Bangladesh, inaugurated the ceremony and
handed the prizes to the winners.

[t was a grand affair and the who's who in the
Bangladeshi cultural arena turned out on the
occasion. Mahfuz Anam, editor of The Daily

Star, greeted the guests at the venue, Jim

McCabe. CEO of Standard Chartered Bank,
Bangladesh presented the vote of thanks.

“Films, photography and songs could greatly
help the country focus on its identity to the
global arena,” said Mahfuz Anam, editor of The
Daily Star.

“During the Liberation War, Bangladeshi
women played an extraordinary role,” said Jim
McCabe, CEO of Standard Chartered Bank,
Bangladesh.

As a tribute to womanhood, renowned danc-
ers Munmun Ahmed, Shukla Sarker, Sharmila
Banerjee and Tabassum Ahmed performed a
specially choreographed number. Runa Laila
performed the best award-winning English
song. Ferdous Ara rendered the best award-
winning Bangla song. Fahmida Nabi and
Krishnokoli sang other award-winning songs.

['he winners were Shormin Akhter of Tangail
(Bangla lyrics), Charu Madan of Dhaka (English
lyrics), JA Akash of Chittagong (photography). No
filmwas chosen foraward this year by the judges.

Zaheen Music, Channel i, Shaptahik 2000,
Radio abe, Urmi Group and Dots & Marks were
the partners of the event. /
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(1) President Md. Zillur Rahman and Jim McCabe, CEO of Standard Chartered Bank, Bangladesh at the photo exhibition; (2) Dancers perform at the show (3) A view of the audience. (4) Winners J.A. Akash (photography) (5) Shormin Akhter (Bangla
lyrics) (6) Charu Madan (English lyrics) receiving awards.
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