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SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Under-19 team are looking not
only to carry their impressive run of form into
the tri-nation series in Sri Lanka but have also
set a target of getting their batting in shape
ahead of theWorld Cup.

The series, also involving hosts Sri Lanka
Under-19s and Pakistan Under-19s, is the last
opportunity for preparation for the youth team
ahead of the ICC Under 19 Cricket World Cup in
New Zealand in January next year. Bangladesh
have been drafted in a group along with Papua
New Guinea, West Indies and Pakistan.

"I am satisfied with the progress of the team.
We have achieved seventy percent and hope the
rest will be achieved during the tri-nation compe-

November 29: Bangladesh Under-19s v Pakistan
Under-13s at Pallekelle.
November 30: Bangladesh Under-19s v Sn Lanka
f Under-13s at Dambulia.
' December 2: Sri Lanka Under-19s v Pakistan Under-
| 19s atDambulia.
| December 3: Bangladesh Under-19s v Pakistan Under-
' 19s at Dambulia.
' December 5: Pakistan Under-19s v Sn Lanka Under-
| 19satCCC.
| December 6: Bangladesh Under-19s v Sn Lanka Under-
i 19satP Sara.

| December 8: Final at P. Sara.
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Under-19s look to

tition. Our bowling and fielding is ok but still we
have to maker some improvement in our batting,
specially we need consistency in the mid@lc
order," opined head coach Minhazul Abedin
before the departure ofthe team lastnight.

Bangladesh Under-19s go into the tri-nation
tournament on the back of four consecutive
one-day series victories over Zimbabwe 5-0 (at
home), England 5-2 (at home) and 2-1 (away)
and Sri Lanka4-1 (athome).

“I should say that our preparations for the
World Cup is on right track. We have continued
to gel as a unit. The team is more balanced right
now. The key is to keep winning games which
would put us in a very confident frame of mind
when we play the World Cup. Nothing boosts
confidence more than winning," said captain
Mahmudul Hasan while speaking at a press
conference at Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium
in Mirpur yesterday. :

The all-rounder also believes that the tri-series
gives them a chance to look into their World Cup
opponents Pakistan. “We are in a tough group
with two Test playing nations (Pakistan and the
West Indies) and we also have Papua New Guinea.
Pakistan, as we have heardare also in fine form
and have recently defeated Zimbabwe 4-1. In Sri
Lanka, we'llget anidea about their strength which
could be quite significant.”

Question was raised whether too much
cricket may backfire in the tournament proper
as Bangladesh Under 19 teams have always
performed wellin the lead up toWorld Cups but
have never made it to the last four in the main
tournament, and some believe the reason s the

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5
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PHOTO: STAR

Bangladesh football team's player Shahedul Isalm (L) tries to outwit a BFF XI defender during a warm-

up match at BKSP yesterday.

.Shantoo still not

impressed

Dr. Faruque
laid to rest

SPORTS REPORTER

Dr. Omar Faruque was laid to
rest at the Banani graveyard
yesterday.

Faruque, a popular figure
in sports arena, died of cardiac
arrest on Monday night at
city's Apollo Hospital at the
age of 55.

His first namaj-e-janaja was
held at his working place,
Suhrawardi Hospital, in the
morning before he was taken to
the Bangabandhu National
Stadium where a good number
of sportsmen, organisers
including sports minister Ahad
Ali Sarkar and Mostafa Jalal
Mohiuddin MP were present.

His third and final janaja
was held at the Banani Bazar
Mosque before he was buried.

He was the chairman of the
medical committee of
Bangladesh Olympic
Association (BOA), member of
AFC doping control committee
and former chairman of
Bangladesh Football Federation
(BFF) medical committee.

National Sports Council,
Bangladesh Olympic
Association, Bangladesh Sports
JournalistAssociationand other
sports bodies expressed deep
shock at the death of a noted
physician, whose love for the
game and selfless care for the
athletes will remain as an exam-
pleinthesportsarena.

Warne wants
results

INTERNET, undated

Legendary leg-spinner Shane
Warne has called for
Australia's fresh-faced Test
side to reach their potential
and put an end to the transi-
tional phase that has seen
Ricky Ponting's men slip to
fourthin the Test rankings.
The retirement of Warne,
Glenn McGrath, Adam
Gilchrist, Matthew Hayden
and Justin Langer over the last
three years has seen Australia’s
dominance in world cricket
halted, with England, South
Africa and India all notching
Testseries wins. :
And Warne thinks the
rebuilding phase must come to
an end now, saying: "You haveto
say the Australian side has been
in a transition phase but there
hastobealine -- when does that

transition phasestop?"
SEE PAGE 18 COL 4
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Ponting expects
Gayle ready

INTERNET, undated

Australia captain Ricky
Ponting has predicted Chris
Gayle's hurried preparation
for the opening Test will have
minimal impact on how the
West Indies captain performs
at the Gabba.

Gayle rushed home to
Jamaica last week on the eve of
the Windies' four-day tour
match against Queensland to
be with his sick mother. Her
condition has since improved
and Gayle is now expected to
take his place at the top of the
order when the first Test gets
under way on Thursday.

"It'd be hard, but Chris
finds a way not to get out of
first gear too much,” Ponting
said after Australia's first
training session in Brisbane.
"He's a dynamic player, bul
he's pretty relaxed in the way
he goes about things, soldon't
think there will be any muscle
strains or hammys blowing off
thebone.”

He added: "He's an experi-
enced player, he's been
around the world and played a
lot ... so he should be able to
handle it pretty well.

"Being their captain he
might have missed out on a
little bit of stuff over the last
week, but they'll manage as
well as theycan.

Gayle, who has not been a
part of the West Indian XI since
July due to the infamous con-
tract dispute, has been unable
to stamp his leadership style
on what is an inexperienced
] squad.

TestagainstSri Lanka atthe Green Park Stadium in Kanpur yesterday. Both scored hundreds.

Cricket
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AFP, Kanpur

Opener Gautam Gambhir top-scored
with 167 as India piled up a record 417-2
on the first day of the second cricket Test
against Sri Lanka here on Tuesday.

Gambhir shared 233 runs for the open-
ing wicket with Virender Sehwag (131)
and another 137 for the second with
Rahul Dravid to help the home side score
their highest Test totalinaday's play.

India's previous best score in a day's
play was 386-1 against South Africa in
Chennaiin March 2008.

Dravid was unbeaten on 85 while
Sachin Tendulkar was batting on 20 when
stumps were drawn for the day.

Spin wizard Muttiah Muralidaran (2-
100) dismissed both Gambhir and
Sehwag on an otherwise disappointing
day for the Sri Lankans, seeking their first

up for a big first-innings total on a track
that offered little assistance to the bowl-
ers, after captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni
won the toss and elected to bat.

Sehwag reached his 16th Test century
with a fine-leg boundary off Muralidaran
and then hit the off-spinner for three
fours in a row.

But Muralidaran got his revenge soon
after by having Sehwag caught by
Tillakaratne Dilshan at short cover.
Sehwag's 122-ball knock was studded
with 18 fours and two sixes.

Gambhir, 28, also completed his
eighth Test century in style, dancing down
the track to Rangana Herath for a four to
the long-off fence.

His 215-ball innings containing 15
fours came to an end when he was caught
and bowled by Muralidaran in the final
session of the day.

The Indian openers did well to negoti-
ate challenging early-morning conditions
and avoid a repeat of events at the drawn

PHOTO: AFP
India openers Virender Sehwag (R) and Gautam Gambhir run between wickets on the first day of the second

Leg-spinning great Shane
Warne was one who took the
SEE PAGE 18 COL 4

Veeru, Gambhir plunder SL

session.

Sehwag, dropped in the slips while yet
to get off the mark, overcame a subdued
start to hit his trademark shots against
both the quicks and the spinners on the
way to his 20th Test 50.

He twice drove fast bowler Angelo
Mathews to mid-off for fours before
smashing a full toss from unorthodox
spinner Ajantha Mendis to the deep mid-
wicket fence for the first six of the match.

Gambhir was equally aggressive in his
shot-making, forcing Herath off the
attack after he hit the left-arm spinner for
three fours in his opening over.

Mendis, who had picked up 26 wickets
in Sri Lanka's 2-1 Test victory over India at
home last year, looked particularly out-
of-sorts, conceding 87 runs off his 19
OVers.

First-Test centurions Dravid and
Tendulkar seemed to carry their forminto
the match and looked solid during their
unbeaten stints at the wicket.

Testwin on Indian soil. first Test in Ahmedabad, which saw the Dravid, who made 177 at Ahmedabad,
India v Sri Lanka India's opening pair set the home side  hosts reduced to 32-4 early in the first SEE PAGE 18 COL 5
. ‘ : Second Test, Day 2
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Soderling strikes Nadal

lg aTennis

AFP, London

Rafael Nadal was beaten in straight sets by
Robin Soderling in his opening match at
the ATP World Tour Finals on Monday, the
Swede repeating his shock French Open

And the Swede repeated the upset with
a tidy performance at the former
Millennium Dome, at times giving the
Australian Open champion the run-
around on the medium-paced court.

“Iwas verynervousat the start butl got
offtoagreat start,” Soderling said.

"I managed to play really well on the
important points and | really served well

year-old said.

"Every match is a different match. 1
wenton court, tried my bestas [ did all my
life, I didn't think, not one second, on the
Roland Garros match,

‘I didn't play really bad. But in the
important moments, | didn't have this
calm, this necessary calm, to win these
matches against the best players of the

Guptill staged a 117-run res-
cue stand for the third wicket,
while Vettori and Brendon
McCullum had put on an
unbroken 65 for the seventh
wicket.

Atstumps Vettori was on 40
and McCullum on 25 after
successfully appealing against
an Ibw dismissal on the penul-
timate ball of the day.

But around them the New
Zealand batting had a familiar
air of frailty as Asif posted
three for 76 off 24 overs.
Mohammad Aamir had two

win over the Spaniard. when I neededto. world." for 62 and Umar Gul, althou
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Soderling saw off Nadal 6-4, 6-4 at Winning against the world number In-form Soderling, the world number | wicketless, bowled seven

London's O2 Arena in their Group B twoisnotbad. nine, broke into the top 10 just over a | maidensinhisfirstnine overs,

match at the season-ending tournament
of the world's top eight players.

Four-time French Open defending
champion Nadal had had his 31-match
winning streak there broken in May by
Soderling, who in becoming the only man
ever to beat Nadal at Roland Garros, went
ontp reach the final.

"It's tough to keep on playing long rallies
every time, because he's a great fighter, and
he's moving really well. So I tried to keep the
pointsshort, and itworked."

Nadal said he did not go into the clash
looking to get Soderling back for the
French Open defeat.

"l don't believe in revenge,” the 23-

month ago and was the first reserve for
this tournament. He was called up after
US Wimbledon finalist Andy Roddick
withdrewdue to alingering knee injury.
The 25-year-old has won only one
tournament this year, the Bastad clay
courttitlein his homeland. '

. SEE PAGE 18 COL S

Asif, who arrived in New
Zealand vowing to repair a
promising career that had been
stalled by injury and drug
scandals, took wickets in the
firstand last sessions of the day.

But it was the 17-year-old
Mohammad Aamir who took
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PHOTO:. INTERNET
Back after a two-year hiatus Pakistan speedster Mohammad Asif (L) celebrates one of his three wick-

ets with wicketkeeper Kamran Akmal on the first day of the Dunedin Test on Tuesday.




