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Lesson 8

A Page from Habib's Diary

Habib made the following entries in his diary last
Monday. Read them.

11a.m. Nargisleft Dhaka for Sylhetby car.

11.10 | reached her house ten minutes late.
There was a terrible jam on the road.

| p.m. | called her on her cell phone. She was
near Ashuganj.

5 p.m. She reached Sylhet and called me.

7.00 I spoke to her again. She was cooking

dinner for her father.

Read the following paragraph and fill in the blanks
with the appropriate forms of verbs (simple past
or past perfect) in the brackets.

Dr. Akram asked Fahim when the rash _1 __ (start).
Fahim said that he 2 (notice) it a week ago.
He also said thathe 3 _ (go) to another doctor
before, but since the rashes had become worse in
the last twodays,he __ 4 (come) to Dr. Akram. Dr.
Akram 5  (want) to see what medicines the
other doctor 6 (prescribe). Fahim __7

(forget) to bring the prescription and 8 (tell)
the doctor so. The doctor told Fahim to lie down on
the couch, and afterhe __ 9  (examine) him thor-
oughly,he 10 (give) himsome newteststo do.

Here is a well-known story about Nasiruddin Hojja.
Hojja was born in Turkey some time in the 13th cen-

tury but he moved to Iran, [ﬂﬁ_l{@ﬁ}ﬁ@tajqr;‘ genius,
particularly his wit and humour, was greatly appre-
ciated by the ruler of the land who warmly wel-
comed Hojjain his court.

You See, I was Inside It

NE night there was a great deal of noise at
O Hojja's home. Hojja and his wife were quar-
reling like mad. After considerable shouts
and screams there was a big sound of something

heavy falling down. And then everything grew
quiet.

Next morning a neighbour approached Hojja and
wanted to know what had happened the night
before. Hojja told him that it was a mere trifle, a
minorargument between husband and wife.

The neighbour said, But I heard abig noise of some-
thing falling and then everything became quiet.
What was it? Hojja said, Oh, it was my cloak. In her
anger my wife had thrown itout of the window.

The neighbour said, Come on, Hojja don't be
absurd. How could a mere cloak make such a big
noise? Hojja replied, You see, when she hurled the
cloak outlwasinsideit.

Past Perfect & Past perfect continuous

LLanguage Focus

Notice that the Past Perfect describes an action
completed before a certain momentin the past.

For example:

When I reached her house at 11.10, Nargis had
already left Dhaka for Sylhet.

If two actions happened in the past, the past
perfect is often used to show which action hap-
pened earlier than the other.

The Past Perfect Continuous is used for an
action that began before a certain point in the
pastand continued up to thattime.

Forexample:

It was 8 p.m. Dr. Akram was seeing a patient. He
had started seeing patients at 5 p.m. He had been
seeing patients for three hours. He had been
seeing patients since 5 p.m.
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i) What were you doing at that time? /

What were you doing then?

| ii) Who were you talking with?

iii) What were you doing before that?

iv) Well, what were you doing at this time
yesterday?

v) Are you sure that you were not having tea
with your friends at the canteen?

. vi) When did you last see Kalam?
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Activity 3
. Rearranging sentences
i) iv) 1) i) v) vi) i)
Activity 4 Activity 6
' 1. lay 5. set 1. grew
2. laid 6. sat 2. boasted
3. set 7. left 3. lashed
4, set 8. lay 4. fell
5. lay
6. stood
Activity 7
- 1. would 6. heard
. 2. woke 7. said
3. had 8. bought
4, sprang 9. was (saying)
5. (was)getting 10.cried
Lesson 6
Activity 1A Activity 1B
1. have you had have just received
2 had have got, applied
knew
. h tak
3. have you taken it
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4. have been taking...
5. been watching
6. have been reading

called, have talked

Activity 3

1. b Zieni8yDuase

Answer key

Now See how Habib reported the whole thing to
Salmaafew days later.

When | reached Nargis' house at 11,10, she had
already left home for Sylhet. She had waited for me
till 11,00 and then left with her father in their family
car. When | talked to her at 1 p.m. she hadn't yet
reached Ashuganj, but was close to it. At 5.00 she
called to say that she had just reached Sylhet. When
I called her again at 7 p.m. she had already
unpacked, finished shopping from the grocery near
their apartment and was cooking dinner for her
father. I told her how miserable | felt because |
couldn't say 'good bye' to her before she left, but
shelaughed softly and said she understood.

Rgad the passage below and then fill in the blanks
with the appropriate form of verbs (simple past,

past perfect or past perfect continuous) given in
the brackets.

Whenwe reached the stadium, itwas already 4 p.m.
We found that a large crowd __1 __ (wait) there for
the game to start. People __ 2  (get) into the sta-

dium since 12 noon as everybody wanted a good
place to sit.

While waiting, the crowd _3 _ (shout) to each
other from their seats. A noisy atmosphere _4

(prevail) then, but as soon as the game started, a
sudden hush _5 (fall) all over the stadium. People
who 6 (shout) all this time _7 _ (become)
silent. However, when the first goal was scored, all

the noise that _ 8  (prevail) earlier came back
more powerfully than ever.

[t was a memorable experience for my friend and
me. The team that we 9 _ (support) all along
10 (win) the trophy.
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1. be very quiet

2. sing lullabies

3. tell me stories

4. go to my grandparents' house
5. g0 swimming

Activity 2

1. He used to play cricket and tennis before. Now
he plays tennis only.

2. He used to read a lot before. But now he has no
time to read a lot. Now he reads newspapers
only.

3. He used to be scared of ghost stories before. But
now he writes horror stories.

4. Before he used to go to movies regularly. But
now he watches DVD athome.

Activity 3
1. Heused tobeveryleanand thin.Thenhe started

jogging regularly. Now he is quite strong and
stout.

2. He used to walk to school./ He used to go to
school on foot. Then he gota bicycle as a gift from
his father. Now he rides on his cycle to school.

3. He used to chat with his friends on the mobile
phone all the time. But recently he has bought a
computer. Now he chats with his friends on the
internet.

Material planned and prepared by
PROFESSOR SHAHEEN KABIR

Atthe Doctor's

Following s a typical evening at work for Dr. Akram,
ageneral physician.

Read the sentences carefully.

Like any other day, yesterday also Dr. Akram saw
patients from 5 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. As usual, he
started with the emergency cases first.

From 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. he saw four patients. That is,
by 6.00 he had seen 4 patients.

From 6to 8 he saw ten patients.
From 8.00 t09.30 he saw another six patients.

That means by 9.30 the doctor had seen twenty
patients.

He had been seeing patients since 5 o'clock.

In other words, by the time it was 9.30, the doctor
had been seeing patients for four and a half hours.

How many patients had Dr. Akram seen by 8 p.m.?
He had seen 14 patients.

At 8.30 Mina had come in to see the doctor. She
asked the receptionist how long the doctor had
been seeing patients. The receptionist said that he
had been seeing patients for three and a halfhours.
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1. used to go 9. used to enjoy
2. no change 10. used to get
3. no change 11. no change
4. no change 12. no change
5. used to play 13. no change
6. used to make 14. no change
7. no change 15. used to be
8. used to get 16. used to do
Lesson-8 ;
Activity-1 Activity 2
1. had started 1. was waiting
2. had noticed 2. had been getting
3. had gone 3. shouted/ was shouting
4. had come 4. had prevailed
5. wanted 5. fell
6. hadprescribed 6. had been shouting
7. had for gotten 7. became
8. told 8. had prevailed
9. had examined 9. had been supporting
10. gave 10. won/ had won

Since schools will be closed in December, the next "English in Schools’
(EIS) page will comeout 0N January 4, 2010,

The distribution of The Daily Star to all the EIS schools will be adjusted

according to the followingdates:

= | ast day for Newspaper Distribution for the year 2009 : November 26, 2009

= Newspaper Distribution resumes

: January 01, 2010

Eid Mubarak & Happy' New Year 2010!

Live your life worry free

To make life easier and more beautiful, GLIERMIEEEIIEENIED brings to you
all the necessary addresses and information that you might need, even before you ask.

» Hospitals » Restaurants ® Police # Airlines * Emergency numbers elc.
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