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PHOTO: STAR
The president's motorcade, caught in heavy traffic, slows to a crawl on Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue near Tejgaon Police Station in the city

yesterday. President Zillur Rahman was on his way back to Bangabhaban from Bangabandhu International Conference Centre where he
had addressed the inauguration of Digital Bangladesh Summit 2009.
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Shifting of Kamalapur railway
station to Tongi to worsen jam

Speakers suggest multimodal transport system in city

STAFY CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable
yesterday sald relocating
Kamalapur rallway station
and container depot to Tongi
will worsen the traffic situa-
tion in the city in future
instead of improving it.

Every day some 50,000
commuters travel to Dhaka
city through Kamalapur rail-
way station, they added.

They stressed the need for
developing a balanced
multimodal transport system
instead of increasing depend-
ency solely onroad transport.

If Kamalapur station as well
as container depot is relocated,
huge number of commuters
will have to use alternative
mode of transports to enter the
city while goods distribution
willalso depend on road-based
transport modes.

They further said that the

step would further increase
the flow of road transport
inside the city intensifying the
traffic congestion.

The speakers said this at
the roundtable on 'Expecta-
tions about the development
of railway: Recent steps’
organised by Paribesh Bachao
Andolon (Paba) and WBB
Trust at the National Press
Club in the city.

They pointed out that
Dhaka Raillway Station was
shifted once in the 1960s from
Fulbaria to Kamalapur to
reduce congestion without
any visible effect, One should
look into the example of other
successful mega cities of the
world.

Buet Vice Chancellor Dr
AMM Safiullah said railway
was ignored since independ-
ence for road-based transport
development, which was a
wrong choice, adding that

rallway is the best mass trans-
an because It can carry a
arge number of passengers.

Terming railway environ-
ment-friendly and cost-
effective, he suggested intro-
ducing commuter trains
connecting Dhaka with the
surrounding districts as many
passengers come to Dhaka
from those areas daily.

He also suggested resched-
uling train timing according to
the needs of the passengers,
especially during the office
hours.

Fazle Hossain Badsha MP
blamed the donor-prescribed
policies for the current down-
fall of railway.

He stressed the need for
improving rail services with
the districts that produce
more crops, vegetables, poul-
try and dairy products.

Citing the example of
neighbouring India, he said

improved service would
enable the farmers to sell their
own products instead of
depending on middlemen,
which will bring down the
prices as well.

Barkat Ullah Bulu Mmp
opposed the move to hand over
railway to the private sector,
saying that many state-owned
agencies were handed over to
the private sector earlier with.-
outany significant growth.

He suggested establishing
a separate ministry for raﬂway

Prof Anwar Hossain, VC of
Ahsanullah Science and
Technology University, Prof
Sarwar Jahan, chairman of
Bangladesh Institute of
Planners, Abu Naser Khan,
chairman of Paba, Ashrafu)
Alam, member of Rail Master
Plan Study Team, and Md Syed
Mahbubul Alam, programme
manager of WBB, also spoke,
among others.

GLOB}{L CLIMATE CHANGE
'Raise children's issues

in Copenhagen conice'

DU CORRESPONDENT

Representatives of Child
Parliament yesterday called on

the government to raise the

issue of children’s vulnerabil-
ity to global climate change in
the upcoming international
conference on climate change
in Copenhagen.

The children placed the
demand at a 'Children
Dialogue' session at the
National Press Club audito-
rium in the city yesterday.
Some members of the govern-
ment's negotiating team who
will join the Copenhagen
conference attended the dia-
logue organised by the Child
Parliament, an organisation for
children.

The Child Parliament

representatives called on
them to highlight the suffering
the children face during natu-
ral disasters in the country.
Children are most vulnera-
ble to climate change, they said.
Speaking at the
programme, Quamrul Islam
Chowdhury, chairman of
Forum for Environmental
journalists of Bangladesh
(FEJB), said that like children,
the negotiating team of the
government is also deeply
concerned about the climate
change impacts on children.
"A huge portion of the
country's population is chil-
dren and women and we
would place the issues con-
cerning children and women
in the Copenhagen confer-
ence,” said Quamrul, also a

member of the negotiating
team.

Replying to a query from
Tumpa, a Child Parliament
representative, Quamrul said
they would also demand steps
to bring down greenhouse gas
emission by 45 percent by
2020.

Rony, another child repre-
sentative, said the natural
disaster shelter homes in the
country are not child-friendly
and children are even abused
sometimes in the shelters.

Other negotiating team
members Dr Asaduzzaman of
the Sustainable Development
Networking Foundation
(SDNEF), Ziaul Hoque Mukta of
Oxfam and environmental
expert Golam Rabbani also
spoke.

AUG 21 GRENADE ATTACK

Hizbul leader
Yusuf Butt on
fresh remand

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

PRIMARY TERMINAL EXAMS

Over 3 lakh absent
on second day

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Abu Yusuf Butt, a leader of
Kashmir-based militant organi-
sation Hizbul Mujahedeen, was
taken on a fresh remand for
three days yesterday in connec-
tion with the August 21 grenade
attack case.

Earlier, the Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) interrogators remanded
him for nine days in two phases.

Seeking the fresh remand,
CID officials told the chief
meftropolitan magistrate's
court yesterday that Yusuf
should be interrogated more to
know more about the grenades
used in the arttacks, persons
involved in the carnage and
their patrons.

They also said Yusuf came to
Bangladesh years ago in coop-
eration with Lashkar-e-Taiba
leader Maulana Tajuddin,
brother of detained former BNP
deputy minister Abdus Salam
Pintu, and he had been staying
in the country with his fake
name Abdul Majid and also was
carrying out militancy in the
country.

A total of 303,242 students
were absent yesterday from
taking the examinations of
Mathematics and Religion
on the second day of the
Primary Education Terminal
Examination.

Around 92.34 percent
class V students appeared at
the examinations, according
to the control room of the
Ministry of Primary and
Mass Education at 9:30 last
night.

A number of students and
their guardians said the
examinees were overcoming
the fear they had initially of
taking part in the public
exams.

A total of 38 'fake' stu-
dents were identified across
the country. Of them, 18 were
from Dhaka division, 16 from
Rajshahi and four from
Khulna division, according
to both the control rooms of
the directorate of primary
education and the primary
and mass education minis-

try.

They claimed that the
'reported’ students were
over-aged and would not be
able to take their next exams,
saying that they were mainly
from a number of NGO-
running schools that wanted
to earn reputation.

The sources said the
ministry officials said they
had increased the number of
exam centres yesterday. The
number of total exam centres
was 5,343 on the first day.

The students will sit for
English and Paribesh Parichiti
Samaj (social science) tomor-
row.

The officials said the
students who were absent on
the first were allowed to take
their exam on the second
day. The absentees were
basically from the rural areas
and fear might have worked
behind it.

“If the students, who did
not sit for the first exams, can
do well in four subjects will
be promoted,” said an offi-
cial last night.

BANGABANDHU MURDER
Chief state
counsel rejects
Al suggestion

UNB, Dhaka

Chief state counsel Anisul Huq
yesterday asked the Amnesty
International (Al to refrain from
making request for commuting
the death sentence on the for-
mer army officers convicted of
the murder of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Following the November 19
conclusive verdict of the Supreme
Court on the historic
Bangabandhu murder case, the
UK-based human rights watch-
dog in a statement urged
Bangladesh government not to
execute the condemned convicts,

The chief state counsel, Anisul
Huq, questioned the merit of
such request. “They should not
make such requestinan omnibus
manner. The facts and circum-
stances of each individual case
should be gone into and under-
stood by them before making
such request,” Anis told media
menwhile giving his reaction over
the Al statement.

“Can they (AlI) return the
August 15, 1975 victims to the
members of the bereaved fam-
ily?” he posed aquestion.

“As they cannot do so, they
should refrain from making such
statement,” hesaid.

Anis said the killers do not
deserve remission of capital
punishment, as their offence
was dreadful.

ZIA ORPHANAGE CASE
Hearing

adjourned
till Dec 7

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yesterday
adjourned the hearing on the
petitions filed by BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia and
hereldersonTaﬂqueRalmantiﬂ
December 7 for staying the
proceedings of Zia Orphanage
Trust embezzlement case
againstthem.

The HC bench of Justice
Syed Muhammad Dastagir
Husain and Justice Md Rais
Uddin passed the adjournment
orderupona time prayer moved
by Attorney General Mahbubey
Alam.

Struggle for Pakistan poisoned

Hindu-Muslim relations

Says Indian scholar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The struggle for creating
Pakistan poisoned Hindu-
Muslim relations in the sub-
continent, Indian scholar
Tapan Raychaudhuri said
yesterday.

"The partition riots led to
the death and mutilation of
millions and forced many
more millions to leave their
ancestral home," said the
emeritus fellow of St. Antony's
College, Oxford.

He was delivering the
Barrister Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed
Memorial Lecture 2009 on
‘Muslims and Hindus in
British India’ organised by the
Asiatic Society of Bangladesh
under the auspices of Barrister
Syed [shtiag Ahmed Memorial
Foundation at the National
Museum in the city.

Raychaudhuri, a scholaron
Indian history and civiliza-
tion, said, "In the pre-British
days, there were no riots in the

sub-continent for political

reasons, but for socio-
economic misunderstand-
ings."

"In pre-British times, there
was no subcontinent-wide
consciousness of a cohesive
community, either among

Hindus or among Muslims
and that the two communities
were political rivals was a
consciousness very clearly
traceable to the later half of
the 19th century,” he said.
Jobs, education and distri-
bution of seats in the legisla-

PHOTO: STAR

Indian scholar Tapan Raychaudhuri delivers the Barrister Syed
Ishtiag Ahmed Memorial Lecture 2009 at the National Museum in
the city yesterday. On his left is Prof Sirajul Islam.

tures -- in all such matters, the
separate provisions for the
two communities created an
unhealthy basis for competi-
tion and conflict, he added.

“The bitterness that the
conflict produced still contin-
ues 1o vitiate our lives, In the
B0s of the last century, the
doctrine of Hindutwa
emerged as a powerful force in
Indian politics, partly drawing
upon that inheritance of
bitterness,” he said.

At the programme, senior
advocate of the Supreme
Court Mahmudul Islam was
awarded Barrister Syed Ishtiag
Ahmed Gold Medal for his
contribution to legal litera-

5 gu ucg ﬁtqfaat Ahmed read

out a citation for the award.
Asiatic Society President Prof
Sirajul Islam and Ishtiag
Ahmed Memorial Foundation
Convener Prof Zeenat Imtiaz
Alialso spoke.

Flag raising
ceremony
of 403 battle

group held

UNB, Dhaka

The Flag Raising Ceremony of
newly established 403 battle
group and five units under its
command was held at
Momenshahi Cantonment in
Mymensingh yesterday.

Chief of Army Staff General
Md Abdul Mubeen was present
inaugurated the 403 battle group
as the chief guest, said an ISPR
release.

GOC of Army Training and
Doct.nne Command (ARTDOC)
Major General Anwar Hossain
inaugurated five units under its
command. General Mubeen in his
speech said the main objectives of
Army Training and Doctrine is to
keep prepared soldiers for tackling
any situation in future by providing
quality training to Bangladesh
Army.

62 hajj pilgrims

finally leave for
Saudi Arabia

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Cheated by a travel agency,
some 62 hajj pilgrims finally
left for Saudi Arabia last night
with cdntribution from their
group leader and own pockets
to perform the hajjin Makkah.

Each of the hajj pilgrims
paid Tk 2.20 lakh to travel
agency Al-Mobarakat but
without buymg their tickets,
the agency's staff went into
hiding, hajj officer Bazlul
Haque Biswas told The Daily
Star yesterday. The pilgrims
suffered for a couple of days
forsuch a cheating.

The group leader of the hajj
pilgrims made some contribu-
tions to buy their tickets of a
Saudi Arabian Airlines while

other pilgrims the rest, he said.

There is no problem now,
Biswas said, adding that Rab
and police have been looking
for the agency men as stern
actions will be taken against
them in this regard.

The licence of the travel
agency will be cancelled with

confiscating its security

money. Besides, criminal
charges will be brought
against the agency, the hajj
officer said.

Official sources said this
year around 59,000 pilgrims
are performing hajj, the big-
gest Muslim congregation in
the world. Most of the hajj

pilgrims have already reached

the holyland since October 21.

JAMUNA TV
Govt action

challenged

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A writ petition was filed with
the High Court (HC) yesterday
challenging the government
action stopping the test trans-
mission of JamunaTV, a private
satellite television channel.
The Jamuna TV authorities
filed the petition seeking the
HC directions upon the gov-
ernment to allow the test
transmission of the channel.
Deputy Attorney General
Nahid Mahtab told The Daily
Star that the hearing of the
petition will be held at the
High Court bench of Justice
Nozrul Islam Chowdhury and
Justice Mamnoon Rahman
this afternoon.
Bangladesh
Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission
(BTRC) halted the test trans-
mission on November 19 night.
Barrister Rafique-Ul Huq
will appear for the petitioner.
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[RUPPAYAN

HOUSING ESTATE LTD.

Rupayan Centre (3rd floor), 72,Mohakhall C/A, Dhaka-1212. Phone : 8822526,9862573
l 8827591,8858413 Cell: 01198012001, 01158011996, 01198011990, 01158011913, 01158011915

Balladi Manslon, (1st Floor), 16 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000, phone : 9556320, 9569448
9559794, 9559752, Cell - 01198011947,01198011951,01198011953,01198011959, 01 198011962

126,88. Avenue{ 151 Floor) Narayangon], Phone : 9750600, 7635200, Cell :01199142381,01716 006542
1 Akhtaruzzaman Centee (6th Floon), 21/22, Agrabad C/A, Cig. Tel :031-2516760, 2516761, 2516865, Fax : 2516762
Khan Mansion (2nd Floor), Rajgon), Comilla, Cell :01719226074

Rose View Complex (Pvi.) Lid. Plol -2, Block - B, Shajalal Upashahar, Sylhet-3100
34-27 Stainway Slreet, Astoria , NY-11101, USA, Mobile :

Member [HETEYE!

+1-347-600-4750

NIGHTINGALE MEDICAL COLLEGE
Students want migration

to other medical colleges

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Students of Nightingale Medical
College and Hospital (NMCH)
vesterday demanded to take
immediate measures to migrate
165 students of NMCH to
another medical colleges for the
sake of their future.

At a press conference at
National Press Club in the city,
theysaid they have already losta
session and have been remain-
ing out of class for the last five
months,

In awritten statement, Farha
Nusrat, a first year student, said
the NMCH authorities closed
down the institution sine die on
July 15and asked the students to
leave the college after they went
to the managing director with
theirdemands.

Farha said the government
senta high-powered committee
to the college to investigate
whether the college was run-
ning its activities as per the
regulations of Bangladesh
Medical and Dental Council.

Nurses demand jobs

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Diploma
Unemployed Nurses
Association yesterday started
observing a fast unto death at
the Central Shaheed Minar in
the city demanding the gov-
ernment recruits about 9,500
nurses by December.

"We have been demand-
ing batch, merit and senior-
ity-wise recruitment of the

nurses for the last one year.
Although Health Minister
AFM Ruhal Haque had
assured us of the recruit-
ment, that did not happen,”
said Taslima Begum, presi-
dent of the association.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina also announced that
5000 nurses would be
recruited, but the decision is
yet to be implemented, she
added.
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“" BANGLADE

Educatlon for tomorrow's world...

Designed in North American model, this degree boosts your career in a number of ways. With this degree you
can become a business executive, liaison officer, banker, teacher, editor, interpreter and many more..

Bachelor of Arts in English (Hons.)
Master of Arts in English (Final)

Master of Arts in English (Preliminary & Final)
Stamford Also Offers:

Architecture
Civil Engineering
Pharmacy
LL.B.(Hons.)
Journalism
Economics
MPA

Contact Address.
Head

Electrical & Electronic Engg.

Admission Spring 2010

© 10 electrical & electronic labs

© 12 computer labs

© 8 pharmacy & microbiology labs

| © 6 civil labs, 3 design & drawing labs

© Jury room, language lab, acoustics lab
r © 2 video editing labs

B.A. In Fllm & Media
M.A.In Film & Media
Bachelor of Environmental Sclence
M. S¢. in Environmental Science
B.Sc. in Microblology

MS in Microblology

Office & Dhanmondi Campus

© More than 350 full time qualified &
experienced teachers

© § libraries with more than 50,000 books

© First & only ISO certified university in
Bangladesh

© Full free studentship for 5% students
on merit basis

Last Date of Application: December 07, 2009
Admission Test: December 11, 2009

Siddeswari Campus

744, Satmosjid Road, Dhanmondl, Dhaka
Tel: 9124161, 8156122-3, 8153168-9

(Ext - 118, 119, 124, 125, 126, 127 & 128)

Mobile: 01713082401, 01713082402

51, Siddeswanri Road, Dhaka

Tel: 8355626, 8355596, 8354577, 8355512-13
(Ext - 114, 116, 119, 121, 122, 191 & 192)
Mobile: 01937082093, 01937085783

maill: admission@stamforduniversity. edu.bd, Wab Pagas:

www . stamforduniversity.edu.bd
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