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Bangladesh Armed Forces in Versatile Role
Md Shaheenul Islam

The War of Independence of Bangladesh \'vus. indeed, the culmination of long

pursued freedom struggle of Bangalees. Wendell Phillips rightly said: “Eternal
vigilance is the price of liberty”. People of Bangladesh are well aware of their hard
earned independence and remain ever vigilant as such. This nation has an
invincible Armed Forces engaged in guarding the national sovereignty round the
clock with the preparedness to frustrate any aggression from within or outside the

country.

Bangladesh Armed Forces consisting of Army, Navy and Air Force are unique in
the sense that they grew through the course of War of Independence, popularly
called as Liberation War. Just to revisit briefly to the historical fact that the fateful
night on 25" March 1971 Pak junta launched “Operation Searchlight”, unleashed
their barbaric force and resorted to indiscriminate mass killing on the innocent
Bangalees with a view to destroying their liberation spirit. At that critical juncture
of the nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman made the Declaration of
Independence at the carly hour of 26'"™ March 1971. Imbued with his declaration,
people of all strata including Bangalee soldiers serving in the then Pakistan military
joined the Liberation War and started resisting the occupation army. With a 9-
month long intense fighting, the freedom fighters finally achieved the victory on 16
December 1971 by wresting the reddened sun of independence of Bangladesh once
for all. Since then Armed Forces stand in safeguarding the independence,
sovereignty and termtorial integrity of the country. Apart from their conventional
duties, they provide their support to civil administration as and when required.
They are also involved in disaster management and humanitanan assistance,
infrastructural development activities for nation building and so on. In international
arena as well, they are the most dependable force of UN peacekeeping operations.

As earlier mentioned, Armed Forces have a_long record of involvement in the
activities in aid of civil administration. This record reminds that the “Operation
Silver Lining” in 1974 was the first of its kind to assist the civil authority
undertaken at the directive of the Father of Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the first Supreme Commander of Armed Forces. The support of i1ts kind
effectively continues as yet. Their recent role of making countrywide illustrated
voter list and national identity card definitely bear a great testimony. Again in the
ninth general election of 29th December 08 Armed Forces made the praiseworthy
contribution in terms of ensuring environment conducive to free and fair poll.

(See Supplement Back Page)

Our Armed Forces Our Pride
Major SM Saidul Islam, Signals

Struggle for freedom 1s the brightest episode in the History of Bangladesh. The
foundation of our Armed Forces laid by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in
his historic 6 Point demand for separate armed forces in the eastern part of
erstwhile Pakistan that came into being in 1971, In response to the call of the
Father of the Nation the people of former East Pakistan started their armed
resistance with whatever they had in March 1971. Bangalee officers and men of
Pakistan Military units were no exception. They fought back the Pakistdni
aggressors right from the onslaught. On the 4th of Apnl the Bangalee military
commanders met at Telia Para Tea Estate to decide their future actions. The ground
commanders under Col MAG Osmani (later General) vowed to continue their
pursuit for freedom with unquestioned loyalty to the political hierarchy.

In absence of Bangabandhu, the exiled Government concentrated on building the
Liberation Forces in accordance with his directives. Eventually, Bangladesh Army
was raised on 12th July, Air Force on 28 September and Navy on 09 November
1971. Finally Bangladesh Armed Forces was bom on the 21st of November 1971
that resulted in the defeat of Pakistan Army on 16th December 1971 within just 25
days of 1ts birth.

(See Supplement Back Page)
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