Solo Painting

Exhibition
Title: Of Conflict and

Harmony

Artist. Mustafa Khakd
Palash

Venue: Aslatic Art Gallery,
Nimtoli, Ramna

Date: October 23
November 22
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Photography
Exhibition

Title: "Do you see my
world 7"
Venue: Drik Gallery,

Dhanmondi

Date: November 21-27

Time: 3-8pm
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Time: 10am-8pm

Behind the Scene |

‘Arnob and Friends Live’: An album on the heels

of the tour

(From left) Resalat, Nazia, Arob and Andrew Morris at Drishtipat’s concert in London.

NUSRAT JAHAN PRITOM

------------------------------------------------------------------

Last year Arnob, Nazia, Andrew Morris,
Resalat, Nazrul and Jibon made a highly suc-

cessful touraeressWashingron DC /Texas) Newr &

York, Toronto and London. The outcome: An
album, 'Arnob and Friends Live'.

Here's what the group of musicians have
to say:

Nazia: “When we started we didn't think

that we would be doing an album. Drishtipat
was the organiser of the tour. It was around

[

mid-October last year and it lasted for 20-25
days. We covered a diverse range of genres --
folk, Tagore, Indian, film etc. Some people
asked why 'Hindi', it's just a demonstration of
my Hindustani classical background.

Facheityhad itsond glory Evérybodyivas
open-minded. Arnob gave us a lot of space --
each of us could display his/her unique skills
and have the spotlight -- "Nao Chhariya de”,
there were the drums, bass solo part; Andrew's
saxophone also got a role. Nazrul bhai was
really quiet, but he knows how to have fun.
Resalat is an amazing bassist, he makes magic

Hridoyer Gaan

Talk Show: Ei Shomoy

out of every instrument. Jibon's drums were
really soft and soothing, Arnob was on top of
his game."

Jibon: "Our tour was really fun. It was differ-
ent, fantastic. The audience was great. They
were really happy with us. InToronto and other
cities, we played to a packed hall. The memo-
ries of the tour are still alive and the album has
justengraved that feeling”

Nazrul: "The show was organised really
well. Asif, the director of Drishtipat, is also very
fun loving. I was particularly surprised to see
Andrew giving aspeech in Bangla.

"Arnob is an incomparable artiste whose
composition, style and approach are different
from any others I have known. His writing,
songs are also quite different from others. |
play the 'dhol’ -- this aspect had been high-
lighted by them, strengthening the Bengali
identity, which is really great. Lots of reporters
were present; one asked how I felt about the
tour, Iwasso surprised as [ didn'texpect this.”

Andrew Morris: "I'm in France now, work-
Ing as a translator. But I often play our CD -- a
few times a week in fact, and enjoy my memo-
ries not just of the tour but also of being in the
band. It was such a wonderful opportunity! It
was, interesting and a bit bizarre visiting all
these places as a member of a 'Bangladeshi
band'. | mean, we were welcomed, hosted, and
taken round by Deshis, so I got a totally Deshi
view of America.

"Musically it was simply brilliant. I never
had, and I guess (sigh) never will have the
chance to play with such talented musicians
again, Ameb, of course, is a creative, genius,
and Nazia with her emotive vocals, and every-
one from Jibon to Resalat to Nazrul were totally
on top of their music. And as an ensemble too,
we were really tight together. I miss that every
single day.”

Resalat: "The tour was amazing. It was
something we all dreamt of but never thought
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would happen. We were well taken care of in
each of the cities. In fact, it was a rock star
treatment that we got! What was particularly
great was to have good friends on board,
doing music. The moment we came back to
the country we had plans for the album. It
took a while, but | think it did capture the
spiritof the tour.”

Arnob: "We actually recorded some of it
live., We were supposed to do it in
Bangladesh but couldn't. Everyone was
asking for it. Since there was no show, we
decided to give people something so they
didn't miss out. The 15/16 tracks of the
album are all from the tour. It is for all kinds
of listeners -- Rabindra Sangeet rearranged
with something we 21st century music
enthusiasts can relate to. We tried to incor-
porate the classical elements -- It's not com-
pletely my creation. All of us worked for it; a
truly group effort. Everyone had his/her own
touch to it. It was good friends doing some-
thing we all like -- music.”

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

rnng
_'ﬁ-
Friends

i
§
:
§

Expression through

music

Cultural programme for the
visually impaired in Magura

A visually impaired artiste (left) sings at the programme.

HOSSAIN SERAJ, Magura
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A cultural programme for
the visual impaired people
in Magura was held at the
Nomani Maidan in the town
last Thursday afternoon.
The programme was

Khelar Shokal

Earlier, on Wednesday
the organisers held a dis-
cussion and various games
like 'Haribhanga' and
‘roshi-tanatani’. A total of
52 visually impaired men
and women from four
upazilas of the district took

arranged by -Ad-Deen, a Partin the By B
voluntary organisation. With Zakir Hossain in the
Eighteen visually impaired chair, the discussion was
individuals rendered addressed by Magura Sadar
'adhunik’ and folk songs Upazila Parishad Chairman
while six from the group Abu Nasir Bablu as the chief
recited poems. guest.
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