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Afghans gather at the site of a blast in Khost city yesterday. As a car hit a roadside bomb, three died |

and three children were injured in the capital of Khost province in the east.

CIA chief holds talks| SixMPsand

peers face fraud

with PM in Pakistan

expenses

where commanders have |

AFP, Islamabad

CIA chief Leon Panetta yester-
day held talks in Pakistan and
found agreement on intelli-
gence cooperation as
President Barack Obama nears
a decision on troop deploy-
ments to Afghanistan,
Islamabad said.

Panetta held talks with
Prime Minister Yousuf Raza
Gilani on Washington's policy
review in Afghanistan, said the
premier's office in a brief state-
ment.

It was his second visit since
taking office this year and
comes aweek after US National
Security Adviser James Jones
held similar talks in Pakistan.

Panetta and Gilani agreed
on "operational functioning
between the two militaries
and intelligence agencies” to
eliminate the terror threat, it
said.

The US embassy was not
immediately reachable for
comment.

Obama has said he is weeks
away from unveiling a long-
awaited war strategy review in
neighbouring Afghanistan,

warned the conflict will be lost
without an extra 40,000 US
troops.

He has reportedly increased
pressure on Islamabad to fight
not just militants who attack
within Pakistan, but those
using Pakistan as a base from
which to fight the Kabul gov-
ernment and Western troops in
Afghanistan.

Some Pakistani officials |

have expressed concern that
any major US troop increase in
Afghanistan could push
Taliban fighters into Pakistan.

Yet Islamabad has warned | , :
- which the maximum sentence

1s 10 years, or false accounting, |
. for which the maximum pen-

against any precipitous US
troop drawdown in case
Afghan fighters pour across
the border, exacerbating the

rising security problems |

Pakistan has faced since the
2001 US-led invasion of
Afghanistan.

Earlier on Friday, a US

missile attack killed eight |

people, including foreign
militants, in Pakistan's lawless

tribal belt on the Afghan bor- |

der, the second such attack in

two days, Pakistani security |

officials said * &% &« » = ¢ 4
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Rescue workers inspect the train carriages of the Tata-Bilas
derailed after Maoist rebels blew up the railway tracks nea

Singhbhum area of Jharkhand.
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Armed Forces Daytbdéy

FROM PAGE 16

recalling the supreme sacri-
fices of those who embraced
martyrdom in the War of
Independence.

The president, in his mes-
sage, said the members of the
Armed Forces achieved the
trust and praise of the nation
through their participation in
combating natural disasters
and nation building works
apart from their regular activi-
ties.

He said, "The contribution
of the members of the Armed
Forces to the UN peacekeep-
ing missions was acclaimed at
home and abroad, and bright-
ened the image of the coun-
try.”

In her message, Hasina said
Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman had formed a mod-
ern military force alongside
developing the war-ravaged
country after achieving the
independence.

"The force formed by him
(Mujib) has been successfully
demonstrating professional-
ism, proficiency and effi-
ciency by their activities,” she
said.

Mentioning that the pres-
ent government is giving due
importance on further mod-
ernising the armed forces, she
said alongside achieving the
E;ofessiunal skills the mem-

rs of the armed forces are
also engaged in various public
welfare oriented activities.

Hasina said the members
of the armed forces also
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charges in UK

scandal

ANI, London
At least six British MPs and
peers may face criminal
charges of fraud into the abuse
of the Parliamentary expenses
system following investiga-
tions by Scotland Yard.
According to a report, the
charges are against Labour
MPs Elliot Morley, David
Chaytor and Jim Devine, and
eers Baroness Uddin, Lord
anningfield and Lord Clarke
of Hampstead.
The MPs are likely to face
court on counts of t':Yaud. for

alr[y IS up to seven vears, The
Telegraph reported.

Keir Starmer, the Director
of Public Prosecutions, is
expected to make a decision

' on whether to prosecute the |
| Euliticlans before the General

lection in January.

The report further said that
a team of detectives, assessing
and investigating cases for the
past five months since disclo-
sure of the widespread abuse
of parliamentary allowances,
is on the verge of finalising
theirfiles on the MPs.
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pur Passenger Express yesterday that
r the forest area of Manoharpur in the

proved the strong presence of
Bangladesh in international
peace process through partici-
pating in peacekeeping opera-
tions of the United Nations.

The day's programme will
begin with offering special
prayer at mosques in all army
garrisons and naval and air
force bases after Fazr prayers,
seeking divine blessings for
the wellbeing and prosperity
of the nation and develop-
ment and progress of the
Armed Forces.

The president and the
prime minister will place
wreaths at 'Shikha Anirban'
(eternal flame) at the Dhaka
Cantonment in the morning,
paying tribute to the members
of the Armed Forces who
embraced martyrdom in the
Warof Liberation in 1971,

Chief of Army Staff General
M Abdul Mubeen, Chief of
Naval Staff Vice Admiral ZU
Ahmed and Chief of Air Staff
Air Marshal SM Ziaur Rahman
will also place wreaths at the
‘Shikha Anirban’ on behalf of
theirrespective services.

The chiefs of the three
services will pay courtesy call
on the president at
Bangabhaban and the prime
minister at Armed Forces
Division at Dhaka
Cantonment.

The Prime Minister will
host a reception and meet the
family members of Bir
Sreshthas and other gallantry
award winning freedom fight-
ers at Dhaka Cantonment.

The chiefs of the three

services will also accord
reception to the members of
the families of the shaheeds,
and award winning and
retired freedom fighters of
their respective services.

In the evening, The PM
Hasina will host a reception at
Senakunja of Dhaka
Cantonment.

The Speaker, chief justice,
former presidents, former
chief advisers, adviser to the
caretaker government, foreign
diplomats, chiefs of diplo-
matic missions, the chief
election commissioner, politi-
cal leaders, freedom fighters,
academics, journalists and
officials of the three services
willattend the reception.

Similar programme will
also be organised at Savar,
Bogra, Chittagong, Ghatail,
Comilla, Jessore, Rangpur and
Rajendrapur cantonments
and BNS Titumir,

Different programmes
have also been taken up at
other army garrisons, navy
ships and establishments and
air force bases on the occasion
to celebrate the day.

Navy :il:jips dressed overall
remain open to people at
Dhaka Sadarpgl'?al.
Narayanganj, Chittagong,
Khulna, Barisal and Mongla
from 2:00pm 104:30pm.

State-owned Bangladesh
Television, Bangladesh Betar
and other private TV channels
will telecast specfal
programmes while the news-
papers will publish special
supplements on the occasion.
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' ANI, Washington

AP, AFP, Mir Ali

A suspected US missile strike killed at
least eight militants yesterdayin northwestern
Pakistan, officials said, the second attack this
- week in an area believed to hold many insur-
gents who fled from an army offensive else-

whereintheAfghan borderregion.

Separately, three policemen were killed by
bomb blasts while five Pakistani soldiers were
reported dead in clashes late Thursday in an
area previously cleared by the army, demon-
'~ strating the difficulty of containing the mili-

ants

A US drone fired two missiles at a com-
pound being used by suspected Taliban mili-
tants in avillage nearMirAliin NorthWaziristan,
- according to two intelligence officials who

'Resumption of Indo-Pak
talks very important |
Says Hillary Clinton

aged both countries to |
resume a dialogue that they
were engaged in, which
came to a halt and yet holds |
a lot of promise. They had | |
made progress, [ am told, in
sorting through some of the | |
longstanding difficulties | |
they face, and most particu- |
larly the status of Kashmir,"
she added.

Hillary underlined it was
important to resolve pend-
Ing issues, as Washington
believes it should be done by
the two states only.

"But it is clear that any
solution has to come from
the two countries them-
selves,” she said.

India's official position is
that Kashmir is an 'integral
part’ of India, while Pakistan
maintains that Kashmir is a |
disputed territory whose
final status must be deter-
mined by the people of the
region and under the UN
resolutions of 1948 ‘and
1949,

.Stressing that pending

issues between India and
Pakistan should be resolved
amicably by both countries,
US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton has said that a
resumption of bilateral talks
iSveryimportant.

In an interview with the
BBC, the transcripts of
which was released by the
State Department here,
Hillary said Washington is

- encouraging both countries

to resume talks, which were
discontinued after the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks.

"We are encouraging
them (India and Pakistan) to
get back into dialogue. We
think that (dialogue) is

- important. But with respect
- to any resolution, that's up

to them,” Hillary said in
response to a query about

- whether the Obama admin-

istration is looking to play a
partinthe Kashmirissue.
"Well, we have encour-

Priyanka drives
brother Rahul

'in Amethi

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
Amethi

Priyanka Gandhi took to the
wheel even as elder brother

- and Congress general secre- |
4 tary Rahul Gandhi sat next to

her after the two landed in his
constituency Amethi yester-
day.

Priyvanka and Rahul
reached the Fursatganj airport
in Sultanpur district at around

. 11 a.m. After getting out of the |

airport, she sat in the driver's
seat of the green Toyota Qualis
and set out for Amethi to meet
Congress functionaries and

Women's Self Help Groups |

(SHGs).

“She insisted on driving the
vehicle and Rahul took the
adjacent seat. They reached
Angrawaan village of the
Gauriganj block at around

12.30 pm to attend a meeting |
of the SHGs," state Congress |

spokesperson AP Singh told
IANS.

Sleep 'boosts
memory'

ANI, Washington

For anyone trying to remember
anewskill, sleeping on itmay be
agoodadvice, says anew study.

Scientists carried out an
experiment in which sleeping
volunteers were played sounds
associated with a memorised
task.

When they awoke, they
performed better in the tests,
showing their memories had
been reinforced.

The results add to growing
evidence thatsleep isimportant
tomemory processing.

Prior to their naps, the 12
study participants were taught
o associate 50 images with
random locations on a com-
puter screen. Each image, for
instance a shattering wine glass,
was paired with a correspond-
ing sound played over a loud-
speaker.

After a number of repeated
trials the volunteers became
skilled at dragging the images
to their assigned places. Next,
participants were allowed to
dose off in a quiet darkened
room, and sounds correspond-
Ing to 25 of the images were
played without them waking
up.

spoke on condition ofanonymity because they
weren'tauthorised torelease the information.
The compound was destroyed and eight
bodies were pulled from the rubble, the officials
said, adding that two other suspected militants

werewounded.

missilestrike, the officials said.
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8 killed in US muissile
f strike in Pakistan

Three cops killed by bomb while militants gun down 5 Pak soldiers

The targeted compound in the village of
Shakhwadi was owned by two brothers, and
Taliban militants were frequently seen visiting
the building, which was cordoned off after the

Another suspected US missile strike killed
three militants and wounded four just after
midnight Thursdayin Shana Khuwaravillage in
NorthWaziristan, officials said.

Underscoring their resilience, officials
said five Pakistani troops and six militants
were killed in agunbattle ata security outpost

Emergency rescue workers use boats and helicopters in a bid to
help flood stranded residents of Cockermouth, in CUmbria, fiorth-
west England yesterday.
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in the Bajur tribal region the site of a mili-
tary campaign against Taliban militants
that ended with a declaration of victory in
March.

Three police officers were killed and four
others wounded when a remote-controlled
bomb destroyed their vehicle in Peshawar
early Friday, said city police Chief Liaquat Al
Khan.

The bomb packed with steel pellets tore
through a Pakistani police vehicle on the
outskirts of the northwestern city of
Peshawar early Friday, killing three police-
men, officials said.

It was the second attack in Peshawar in
less than 24 hours, after a suicide bomber
blew himself up outside a court building
on Thursday, killing 20 people.

PHOTO: AFP

| Top militants killed

NEWS IN BRIEF

in Philippines
AFP, Zamboanga

Philippine troops have killed
one of the top commanders
of the al Qaeda-linked Abu
Sayyaf group, the military
said yesterday.

The death of the Islamist
militant, Abdulla Ajijul, in a
special operation on the
southern island of Basilan
Thursday is "a significant
gain® in Manila's anti-
terrorism campaign, regional
military spokesman Major
David Hontiveros said.

"He was an ASG (Abu
Sayyaf Group) urban terrorist
leader ... responsible for
kidnapping and bombing
incidents in the area,”
Hontiverossaid.

Pakistan nets UN
attack suspect
AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan police said Friday
they were holding a suspect
in connection with a suicide
attack at a UN office last
month and a string of other
bombings in the capital
Islamabad.

"Five blasts took place in
Islamabad in 2009, four of
them have been investigated
and he is involved in all four
of those blasts,” Islamabad
police chief Kalim Imam told
a press conference.

Russian ship freed
from Antarctic ice
AP, Moscow

A Russian shipping company
says that its icebreaker carry-
ing more than 100 tourists,
scientists and journalists on
an Antarctic cruise has freed
itself from ice and reached

clearwater,

The Captain Khlebnikov |
icebreaker got stuck in sea ice |

earlier this week near Snow Hill
Island in the Weddell Sea. j
Officials have said that people |
onboard weren'tinanydanger. |

Fareastern Shipping Co. |
spokeswoman Tatyana|
Kulikova said Friday the!
icebreaker has reached clear |
water. She said it's now head- |
ing to Ushuaia on ‘the |
Argentine coast, ‘
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