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Catastrophic consequences for
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No decision yet
on new BJP

S Asia if Taliban triumphed

Says Manmohan

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, New Delhi

Emphasising the threat of civil war in
Afghanistan if the US withdrew its forces,
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has
wamed of “catastrophic consequences
for the world, particularly for South Asia”

ifthe Taliban triumphed

“I hope the US and the global commu-
nity will stay involved in Afghanistan. A
victory for the Taliban in Afghanistan
would have catastrophic consequences
for the world, particularly for South Asia,
for Central Asia and for the Middle East,”
Manmohan Singh said in an interview to
the Washington Post, prior to his visit to

Washington

“Religious fundamentalism in the
1980s was used to defeat the Soviet
Union. If this same group of people that
defeated the Soviet Union now defeats
the other major power, this would

world.”

the USwithdrew.

9/11 attacks.

country,” he said.

embolden them in a manner which could
have catastrophic consequences for the

“There is that danger,” he added about
the prospect of civil war in Afghanistan if

Manmohan Singh's comments are
significant, coming at a time when many
are questioning US involvement in
Afghanistan that has grown deeper and
more costly since the invasion after the

“We (in India) of course have more
immediate concerns. We are victims of
terrorism and the extremist ideologies of
the type that the Taliban represent. If this
is not checked, this could destabilise our

“I hope the US public understands
where it all started after 9/11. If al-Qaeda
had not had a home in Afghanistan,
maybe 9/11 would never have taken

place. God forbid if al-Qaeda gets another
strong foothold in Afghanistan.”

The prime minister also pointed out

that Pakistan was not sincere in acting
against the Taliban.

“As far as Alghanistan is concerned,

I'm not sure whether the US and Pakistan
have the same objectives. Pakistan would
like Afghanistan to be under its control.
And they would like the US to get out
soon,” he said.

“The US objectives are to get Pakistan

to deal with the Taliban in Afghanistan.
Butldon'tsee Pakistan wholeheartedly in
support of action against the Taliban in
Afghanistan. They are of course taking
action against the Taliban but only when

itthreatens the supremacy of the army.”

The prime minister also pointed out
that Alghan President Hamid Karzai's
regime was “not perfect” and there were
“problems ofimproving governance”.

chief: Naidu

P11, Hyderabad

Senior BJP leader M
Venkaiah ‘Naidu yesterday
sald no final decision has
been taken on the new
party president and dis-
missed as speculation
reports that Nitin Gadkari
will succeed Rajnath Singh.
Naidu also said a decision
on the new party president
will be taken by the BJP, not
anyone else.

'l can only tell you, no
final decision has been
taken about the next BJP
president. The discussions
are on and it is the BJP
which will be taking the
final decision about the
next president of the party,”
Naldu told reporters here.

"The next president will
be elected as part of the
process of organisational
polls and the election will
be unanimous,” he said.
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PHOTO: AFP
Afghanistan President Hamid Karzai (R) speaks as British Foreign Secretary David Miliband listens
during a meeting at the presidential palace in Kabul yesterday.
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PHOTO: AFP
Indian social activist and National Alliance for People's Movement (NAPM) and Naramada Bachao
Andolan National Convener Medha Patkar (C) shouts anti-government slogans during a forest work-
ers’ protest near parliamentin New Delhl yesterday. Hundreds of NAPM activists, farmers, tribals and

forest workers demanded that Congress-led UPA government not pass the proposed Land
Acquisition Bill.

Karzai under pressure
to deliver on promises

AFP, Kabul

Afghan President Hamid Karzai
gets down to business yesterday
after being swornin forasecond
term as the world watches to see
if he can deliver on his pledges
to clean up his government and
work to bring peace to his war-
ravaged nation.

Karzai won plaudits for his
inauguration speech on
Thursday from Western officials
including US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton, who said it was
an "important new starting
point” as the US-led war
stretches intoits ninth year.

But he will face his first
hurdle within weeks, with the
international community and
disillusioned Afghans keenly
awaiting his cabinetline-up asa
sign of his commitment to
change.,

His Western backers, frus-
trated after pouring more than
100,000 troops and billions of
dollars of aid into Afghanistan
with little in return, have
demanded strong action from
Karzai, whose reputation has
been tarnished by his fraud-
ridden re-election and ram-
pant corruption and misman-
agement.

Copenhagen summit

will be a 'success’
Says UN climate chief

t’i.F[‘, United Nations

Efforts to craft a comprehen-
sive climate treaty iIn
Copenhagen next month will
certainly “yield a success,” the
UN's top climate official
pledged on Thursday.

'There is no doubt in my
mind whatsoever that it will
yield a success,” said Yvo de
Boer, executive director of the
UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change

(UNEFCCC).
‘I've seen some recent
reports that said that

Copenhagen has failed even
before it starts and | must say
that those reports are simply
wrong,” he insisted ahead of
the December 7-18 meeting In
the Danish capital of negotia-
tors from 192 countries.
"Almost every day now we
see new commitments and
pledges from both industrial-
ised and developing coun-
tries,” de Boer said, citing
announcements from Brazil
and South Korea on national
plans to reduce emissions "in
avery, verysignificantway.

Japan has also tabled a
"very generous offer of
upfront financing to help
developing countries on
mutigation and adaptation” to
climate change, he said.

"The political leadership
that so many leaders prom-
ised at the UN climate change
summit in September is alive,
it is well and it will lead to
success in Copenhagen,” de
Boeradded.

US President Barack
Obama, he said, has demon-
strated “incredible courage
and leadership” and wants a
"strong” policy agreement on
theissue

"l am confident that the
president of the United States
can come to Copenhagen with
targets and a financial com-
mitment,” he said.

The UN climate chief
framed the summit positively
following the meeting of 44
environment ministers from
key countries in Copenhagen
that aimed at laying the
groundwork for a political
agreement at next month's
conference.

'Fat for cosmetics’
murder suspects

arrested in Peru
BBC ONLINE

200 sites spread al-Qaida's
message in English

AP, Riyadh

Four people have been
arrested in Peru on suspicion of
killing dozens of people in
order to sell their fat and tissue
for cosmetic uses in Europe.

The gang allegedly targeted

people onremote roads, {nrng
them with fake. job offers
before killing them and extract-
ing their fat.
. The liquidised product
fetched $15,000 (£9,000) a litre
and police suspect it was sold
on to companies in Europe.

At least five other suspects,
including two Italian nationals,
remain atlarge.

Police said the gang could
be behind the disappearances
of up to 60 people in Peru's
Huanuco and Pasco regions.

One of those arrested told
police the ringleader had been
killing people for their fat for
more than three decades.

The gang has been referred
to as the Pishtacos, after an
ancient Peruvian legend of
killers who attack people on
lonely roads and murder them
for their fat.

At a news conference in the
capital, police showed report-
ers two bottles containing
human body fat and images of
one of the alleged victims.

Increasing numbers of
English-language Websites are
spreading al-Qaeda’s message
to Muslims in the West.

They translate writings and
sermons once largely out of
reach of English readers and
often feature charismatic
clerics like Anwar al-Awlaki,
who exchanged dozens of e-
mails with the Army psychia-
trist accused of the Fort Hood
shootings.

The US-born al-Awlaki has
been an inspiration to several
militants arrested in the
United States and Canada in
recent years, with his Web-
based sermons often turning
up on their computers.

"The point is you don't
have to be an official part of al-
Qaeda to spread hatred and
sectarian views," said Evan
Kohlmann, a senior investiga-
tor for the New York-based
NEFA Foundation, which
researches Islamic militants.

PHOTO: AFP

Indian opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader and grandson
of former Indian prime minister Indira Gandhi, Varun Gandhi (C)
addresses advocates during a protest in New Delhi yesterday.
Hundreds of advocates from Uttar Pradesh and Delhi marched to
parliamentdemanding a High Court in western Uttar Pradesh state.

Mixed response as top
EU figures named

BBC ONLINE

The appointment of two little-
known figures to the new top
jobs in the EU has drawn a
mixed response.

Belgian PM Herman van
Rompuy was named President
of the European Council, while
Briton Baroness Catherine
Ashton was made EU foreign
affairssupremo.

The US welcomed the
choice, saying it would make
Europe a stronger partner.

However, the BBC's Jonny
Dymond in Brussels says there
has been some dismay at the
choice of two candidates with a
low international profile.

The post of president has
become a much less important
one than originally envisaged,
he adds.

German Chancellor Angela
Merkel said Van Rompuy would
bring consensus and political
competence to the presidency.

However, Turkish member of
parliament Onur Oymen said
he was concerned about what
Van Rompuy's presidency
could mean for Turkey's aspira-
tionsto jointhe EU.

He told the BBC's World
Today that Van Rompuy had
"said a few years ago he was
totally against Turkish mem-
bership because of religious
and cultural reasons”.

[.anka ready to
hold presidential
polls any time

PTI1, Colombo

Seeking to keep the opposi-
tion on tenterhooks on the
presidential election dates, Sri
Lankan government has said
President Mahinda Rajapaksa
has two more years to com-
plete his first term in office but
is ready to face election confi-
dently any ume.

Minister of Mass Media
and Information, Anura
Priyvadarshana Yapa, said that
the most trusted and strongest
force in the country is the
alliance headed by the ruling
Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP) under the leadership of
Rajapaksa.

'Big Bang' experiment

to re-start

BBC ONLINE

The Large Hadron Collider
(LHC) experiment could be re-
started on Saturday morning at
the earliest, officials have said.
Engineers are preparing 1o
send a beam of sub-atomic
particles all the way round the
7km-long circular tunnel,
which houses the LHC.
"~ The £6bn machine on the
French-Swiss border is designed
to shed light on fundamental
questionsabout the cosmos.
The LHC has been shut
down for repairs since an
accidentinSeptember2008.
Operated by the European
Organization for Nuclear

Research (Cern), the LHC will
create similar conditions to
those, which were present
moments after the Big Bang.

There are some 1,200
"super-conducting” magnets
arranged end-to-end in the
underground tunnel.

These magnets bend proton
beams in opposite directions
around the main "ring" atclose
to the speed of light.

At allotted points around
the tunnel, the proton beams
cross paths, smashing into one
another. Physicists hope to
extend the laws of physics,
looking for new sub-atomic
particles in the debris of these
collisions.
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REQUEST FOR QUOTATIONS (RFQ)

PROMOTION OF DEVELOPMENT AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING g,/ iadesh

IN THE CHITTAGONG HIIL TRACTS (CHT)

The Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Facility, United Nations Development Programme
Bangladesh, sceks Request for Quotations (RFQ) for;
(1) Electrification Works - Building No. -5, Rangamati (RFQ-CHTDF-03-2009)
(2) PABX Set Up - Building No. 4 & 5, Rangamati (RFQ-CHTDF-04-2009)
(3) LAN Set Up - Building No. 5, Rangamati (RFQ-CHTDF-05-2009)

RFQ documents along with the submission instructions are available on the UNDP Bangladesh
Procurement website at: http:/www.undp.org.bd/proc_more.php

Hardcopy of the Solicitation documents are also available in CHTDF, UNDP Offices located in
Dhaka (IDB Bhaban, 7" Floor, Agargaon), Rangamati (Rajbari Road), Bandarban (Jadipara, Don
Bosco High School Road) and Khagrachari (Milonpur).

The deadline for submission of Quotations is November 29, 2009 (Sunday) at 05:00 pm
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Child abuse may
shorten cell
lifeline

AFP, Paris

Beaten or sexually abused
children are more likely to show
accelerated ageing of cells later
in life, a condition linked to
higher rates of cancer and heart
disease, according to a study
released yesterday.

Investigators found that the
natural process by which pro-
tective "caps” on the end of
chromosomes, called
telomeres, ‘are worn away as
humans age was accelerated
among adults who had suffered
such traumain childhood.

Earlier studies had shown
that psychological stress ele-
vates risk for a wide range of
diseases and mental condi-
tions,

UN presses for freedom
for war-displaced Tamils

AFP, Colombo

The United Nations on
Thursday stepped up pressure
on Sr Lanka to free thousands
of war-displaced civilians held
in state-runinternment camps.

"Months after the conflict
ended, our main concerns
haven'tchanged. People are still
not given free access to leave
these camps on their own free
will," UN humanitarian chief
John Holmes told AFP after a
visitto the camps.

Holmes, who ended a three-
dayvisiton Thursday, said some

130,000 men, women and
children remained inside the
tightly-guarded camps.

More needs to be done to
improve their living conditions,
the UN under secretary general
for humanitarian affairs added.

"We are very much encour-
aged by the government's
progress to resettle people.
There were about 288,000
people in May (when the con-
flict ended) and now its much
less,” Holmes said.

He asked the government to
allow those returning to their
villages a greater say in their

resettlement

“People need to be con-
sulted as much as possible on
where they are going, the status
of their homes, their liveli-
hoods."

“But | must say that those
who have been allowed to
return are quite relieved to get
out of the camps and rebuild
their lives with what little they
have.”

He inspected demining
efforts and visited the Manik
Farm area in the island’s north
where most of the displaced
civilians are being held.
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