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Slovenia
rejoice

AFP, Ljubljana

Minnows Slovenia will leave
for the World Cup in South
Africa with clean boots after
Prime Minister Borut Pahor

« was forced to eat his words
and get polishing following his
country's play-off victory over
Russia.

The Slovenians pulled off a
1-0 win over Russia on
Wednesday and qualified on
the away goals rule after the
aggregate score of 2-2, playing
an attacking gameplan that
had commentators purring.

"Irrespective of the shortfall
in youth and experience the
Slovenian national football
team very quickly understood
the legality of modern football
at the highest level, and played
aggressive soccer, which
attracts viewers, " said Slovenian
daily newspaper Dnevnik.

“This is no longer a defen-
sive posture waiting for the
counterattack.”

The newspaper's front
page headlined with "To Africa
with clean shoes”, in reference
to Prime Minister Pahor's
promise to the team that he
would polish their boots if
theywon,

Pahor dutifully carried out
his task immediately after the

game, the paper reported.

"Superb performance in (the
Maribor stadium of) Ljudskivrt.

SEE PAGE 18 coL 6 SouthAfrica.

A STUNNING UPSET: Slovenia players are ecstatic after their 2010 World Cup qualifying win over Russia in Maribor on Wednesday. Slovenia won 1-0 to book a ticket to

AFP, Moscow

Russians left
shocked

dismal tradition.

Andorra.”

stay in Russia.

Moscow was the key moment.”

PHOTO. AFP

my players.”

Russian press and fans were left shocked
after the national side's defeat to Slovenia in
the return play-off match left them out of
next year's World Cup.

Russia suffered a 1-0 defeat in Maribor on
Wednesday for an aggregate 2-2 score but
failing to qualify on the away goals rule,

“Suicide,” headlined sports daily Sport
Express, blaming the players for a string of inexplicable mistakes
and lack of concentration in both play-off matches.

Another sports daily Soviet Sport also voiced sadness at the
team's weak-willed showing in the play-offs, saying that its poor
performance at the end of a qualifying campaign has become a

"We returned to the point where we started,” the newspaper
said. "Our team looked weak and sickly in Maribor, exactly like it
looked at the end of the Euro 2008 campaign against Israel and

The press also speculated that the Russian team's failure may
see Guus Hiddink pulling out of a possible contract extension
with Russian Football Union (RFU).

Hiddink, who refused to attend the post-match news confer-
ence in Maribor, told the Russian press that he still had some
time to finalise the decision about a possible extension to his

“The RFU asked me to extend my contract ahead of October's
match with Germany,” Hiddink said. "[ still have time to weigh
all of the pro and cons as my deal expires in the summer.

“I'm upset with our failure,” he added. "Slovenia's goal in

The Dutchman added that there was a question mark over
the decision by Norwegian referee Terje Hauge to send Russia's
forward Alexander Kerzhakov off.

“I did not see that episode but Alexander (Kerzhakov) told me
that Slovenian goalkeeper Handanovic provoked him. I believe

'Henry's hand of God'

AFP, Paris

3y A controversial handball by
captain Thierry Henry
‘helped France scramble
away from the edge of the
abyss and into the World
Cup finals, French newspa-
pers acknowledged
Thursday.

Henry admitted after Wednesday's match
against Ireland that the ball had struck his hand
before he crossed for William Gallas to head
home an extra-time goal which levelled the
score at 1-1 on the night and sent France to
South Africa2-1 on aggregate.

"Miraculously saved from the edge of the
abyss," said sports daily L'Equipe, the front page
of which showed a clear photo of Henry handling
the ballunder the headline "The hand of God".

"France will take part in the World Cup finals
in South Africanextyear,” itadded.

"To get there, they held Ireland toa 1-1 draw
after extra-time thanks to a William Gallas goal,
preceded by a blatant Thierry Henry handball

which the referee missed."

L'Equipe was damning in its critique of the
French players, only goalkeeper Hugo Lloris
and Gallas emerging with any credit.

“The evening was incredible, incredibly bad for
the French team foralongtime," said the paper.

French Sports Minister Roselyne Bachelot
called on France coach Raymond Domenench
and his playersto "rally” themselves.

"First of all, we qualified but now every-
thing's left to do: to build a real team and to
develop areal gameplan,” Bachelot told French
radio on Thursday.

"My feelings are split between what I'd call a
greatreliefand an enormous worry,” sheadded.

"We had a France team that was absolutely
asphyxiated, which managed to get a draw due
toaterrible refereeingerror.”

France had put in an "altogether insuffi-
cient" performance, she said, adding that the
team wouldn't last long in South Africa should
thattype of play continue.

"I really want to tell him: Raymond, you
must rally yourself and your players because
we, the French, are most worried and upset.”

Irish blasts Le Cheat

AFP, Dublin

| Angry Irish commentators
blasted Thierry Henry as "Le
Cheat” Thursday after the

il French football skipper
B helped knock Ireland out of
1171 the World Cup with a clear

2% handball.

The traditional luck of the Irish deserted its
heartbroken team when Henry's hand seemed
to control the ball before his angled pass let
William Gallas head in a 103rd-minute goal,
giving France a 2-1 aggregate win in the play-off.

“We were robbed” said the Irish Star, "Le
Cheat"” added the Irish Mirror, while the Irish
Sun splashed with "Henry, You Bastille” and the
"Hand of the Frog" -- a play on Maradona's
1986 "Hand of God" goal over England.

A Facebook page entitled "We Irish hate
Thierry Henry (the cheat)” also drew hundreds of
comments -- some of them unprintable -- includ-
ing a call foran Irish boycotton French goods.

"I would say croissant sales will slump
today,” said one contributor to the social net-
working site page.

Irish football veteran David O'Leary said
Henry handled the ball twice. "He touched it
the first time to stop the ball going out of play
and the second time he adjusted the ball so he

|

could knockitacross for the goal.”

But O'Leary, who played for Ireland in the 1990
World Cup, refused to blame the referee, saying he
had had an otherwise "excellent” game in Paris
Wednesday night, but on the Henry incident, he
had made "ascandalous decision”.

"Thierry Henry is a Jovely lad and he likes to
be liked and he'll be in a very embarrassing
position now because he wants to play the
game inacertain way," he told BBCradio.

The Irish Times described the incident as
"Heartbreak of Henry's hand of God, part II,
saying Ireland's travelling army of fans "fell to
the ground, inconsolable.”

The Irish Independent said the team was
“cheated” out of theWorld Cup finals.

"Armed robbery" its headline says, describ-
ing it as a "Massive injustice for boys in green as
referee's howler sends French to South Africa”.

"Daylight Robbéry" says the Irish Examiner,
"Henry's handball breaks Irish hearts”.

In an editorial the Examiner says the "trav-
esty” demonstrated again the need to use video
technology for disputed incidents in matches.

Irish Prime Minister Brian Cowen issued a
statement congratulating the national team on
its "cnura?’euus performance,” but made no
mention of the handball controversy.

He said the team's efforts kept the nation
enthralled for 120 minutes and they made a
"heroic effort” to qualify.

Dzeko eyes
Milan move

AFP, Berlin

Uruguay make it

AFP, Montevideo

Hot-shot striker Edin Dzeko
admitted Wednesday it would
fulfil a lifelong dream if he
switched to Italian giants AC
Milan next summer as he eyes
a possible move away from
German champions
Wolfsburg.

The 23-year-old helped
Wolfsburg win the German
league title last season as hit 26
goals, including three
hattricks, and in August he
signed a four-year contract
which has a buy-out clause,

But the Bosnia and
Herzegovina star is eyeing a
move to the [talian league,

"Everyone knows that
Milan is my dream club,” said
Dzeko, who is contracted with
Wolfsburg until 2013, "I hope |
can play there next season.”

The striker's market value
is around 30 million euros (44
million US dollars) and he was
heavily-courted by Milan at
the end of last season.

Uruguay finished the job Wednesday, quali-

_'I‘
‘ 42: fying for the 2010 World Cup with a 1-1 draw

against Costa Rica.

The South American side had gained the
upper hand in their play-off against North
| and Central America's Costa Rica with a 1-0
victory at San Jose on Saturday and duly
wrapped up the 32nd and final spot in the

2010 finals in South Africa.

Their victory on a 2-1 aggregate sends the Uruguayans back
to the World Cup finals for the first time since 2002 - where they
will seek to add to the titles they won in 1930 and 1950.

Substitute Sebastian Abreu came on for Uruguay in the 65th
minute and immediately made his presence felt.

The Greece-based striker headed home a goal off a ball from
Andres Scottiin the 70th minute to open the scoring.

Costa Rica responded just four minutes later as Walter
Centeno scored.

The crowd of 18,000 at Estadio Centenario had an agonizing
wait through seven minutes of stoppage time, after the match
was halted for five minutes when Costa Rica substitutes got
embroiled in a sideline scuffle with some television reporters
with 10 minutes remaining.

When play had resumed, Costa Rica's Alvaro Saborio threat-
ened in the penalty area, but his shot was wide of Fernando
Muslera’s goal and time ran out for the Central Americans,

Costa Rica miss out on the finals for the first time since 1998 -
a tough end to a campaign that saw them lead the final round of
qualifying for North and Central America and Caribbean region
earlier this year.

'Ref succumbs
to pressure'

AFP, London

The referee who mistakenly
allowed the goal that sent
France to the World Cup suc-
cumbed to pressure created by
FIFA, Ireland’s assistant man-
ager Liam Brady claimed on
Thursday.

As the recriminatons over
Thierry Henry's handball in the
build up to the crucial goal
intensified, Brady said world
football's governing body had
made clear its desire for France
to reach the finals by belatedly
deciding to seed the draw for the
play-offs.

That ensured that France
could not be drawn against
either Russia or Portugal and,
according to Brady, created an
atmosphere that ultimately
influenced Swedish referee
Martin Hansson's handling of
Wednesday's play-off second
legin Paris.

Speaking to BBC Radio,
Brady said: "I wouldn't blame
Thierry Henry forwhat wenton.
[ would maybe look at what
happened three months before
and the fact that these seedings
for the play-offs were made to
favour the bigger teams. I would
askwhy thatwenton.

"The pressure on referees is
enormous then. The pressure is
too much to bear and I thought
the referee up untl then had
refereed the match in fine fash-
ion, but he succumbed under
pressure.”

Brady added: "1 asked
Thierry Henry after the game
and he said 'l handled it but I
didn't mean it." When you look
atthe film I think he keptthe ball
in play and he meantit. Ilwould-
n't go down the road of (calling
it) cheating, the players seek
everyadvantage they can.

"Butlwould ask FIFA, ‘Do we
want to play the match again?’
We would go to Paris and play
again. | don't think it would
come to that but we would be
willing to go to Paris, on their
home ground, and have a fair
winner."

Santon needs
knee surgery

AFP, Rome

Inter Milan full-back Davide
Santon will undergo knee
surgery after being injured in
Tuesday's Italy Under-21
encounterin Luxembourg.

After undergoing tests
back at Inter, the club
announced on its website
that he had suffered a slight
tear in his knee and would
need anoperation.

Milito back

in action
AFP, Madrid

Argentine defender Gabriel
Milito returned to action after
an 18-month injury lay-off on
Wednesday as Barcelona
defeated Bolivar CF of Bolivia
4-1inafriendly match.

"It's a very special day for
me," said the 29-.year-old
Milito, who suffered knee
ligament damage in the
Champlons League semi-
final defeat to Manchester
United in 2008.

In France, celebrations

Verts”, "One, two, three, viva

Algerians
at home
B s Seetl
abroad
exploded
with joy as
the final
whistle
sounded in Khartoum to send
the north African country to
its first football World Cup
since 1986.

Cheers broke out around
Algeria at the end of the match,
after what one supporter, 45-
year-old Djamel, called "90

were marred by violence in
some areas, with cars setalight
and police firing tear gas.

Hundreds of thousands of
people, young and old,
flooded into the streets in
towns and villages across
Algeria, celebrating with flags,
fireworks and car horns.

Even a few police officers
lost their cool, sounding their
sirens to join in the rapture at
the triumph of “les Verts" --
Algeria’'s green-shirted side
who beat Egypt 1-0 in the do-
or-die playoffin Khartoum.

Around Algiers, fans

Algeria” and "We're going to
theWorld Cup”.

Packed into cars and run-
ning through the crowded
streets, young men and women
-- many wrapped in the green
and white national flag --
beamed with happiness.

“It's too much, they've given
us everything,” said Naima, 18,
laughingand cryingat once.

"Do you have any idea what
the tension was like? We've
shown our support for the team
since they were beaten in Cairo
on Saturday and now we've
done it. The dream has come

minutes of the worstagonies”.

shouted "Thank you, les

true!" one of her friends

PHOTO: AFP

An Algerian fan waves the national flag as supporters gather near the Arc de Triomphe on the
Champs-Elysee Avenue in Paris to celebrate their team's victory over Egypt in the 2010 World Cup

qualifieron Wednesday.

Spain soar past Austria

Germany struggle

Football
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AFP, Paris

Spain underscored their status as World Cup
favourites on Wednesday by swatting Austria 5-
1 away in an international friendly encounter,
DavidVilla twice on target.

But three-times winners Germany, who
Spain beat in the final of Euro 2008, had to rely
on a last-gasp goal from Lukas Podolski to
secure a 2-2 home draw with Ivory Coast.

Reigning world champions [taly saw a sec-
ond string side come through 1-0 at home to a
Sweden team missing star player Zlatan
[brahimovic with central defender Giorgio
Chiellini netting in Cesena.

While Portugal were coming through their
playoff match against Bosnia to sneak through
the backdoor into the World Cup finals the
team that beat them to automatic qualification,
Denmark, had to come from a goal down to
beatthe United States 3-1 atAarhus,

Two other qualifiers, Holland and Paraguay,
parted goalless in the Netherlands while Serbia
ended a 27-match unbeaten South Korea run
with striker Nikola Zigic on target with the only
goal in their game at Fulham's Craven Cottage.

African Nations Cup hosts Angola mean-
while parted 0-0 with a Ghana side missing key
players Michael Essien, Sulley Muntari and
Asamoah Gyan.

Spain endured a tough opening period at
the Ernst Happel stadium in Vienna after Jakob

Jantscher netted for the Austrians.

But inside three minutes Cesc Fabregas
made things all-square and then Villa swooped
on 21 minutes and again on the stroke of half-
time to make it 3-1 and restore order for the
furiaroja, the Austrians caving in after the 27th-
minute dismissal of Yasin Pehlivan.

Daniel Guiza and Pablo Hernandez scored
within a minute of each other ten minutes into
the second half as Vicente del Bosque's fluid
side ran away with the game.

Germany's meeting with Ivory Coast was a
much closer affair with Seydoe Doumbia seem-
ingly having won it with a late goal before
Podolski, having netted a first-half penalty,
struck at the death.

The fans in Gelsenkirchen first paid tribute
to Hanover and Germany keeper Robert Enke
after his suicide last week which has shocked
the country.

Fans held a minute's silence before kick-off
in honour of Enke, who won his eighth cap in
Augustto help Germany qualify for the finals.

Bremen's Tim Wiese started in goal and
Schalke's Manuel Neuer took over.

Ivory Coast, who have also qualified for the

* World Cup, equalised Podolski's opener when

Neuer's Schalke team-mate Heiko Westermann
passed back to him and the 23-year-old goal-
keeper made a hash ofhis clearance.

The ball slammed into the stomach of
Arsenal defender Emmanuel Eboue and flew
into the net.

Doumbia then made it 2-1 on 85 minutes
before Podolski's rescue act.

|

Algerians explode with joy

AFP, Algiers

shouted.

Huge crowds tumed out on
the promenade in the western
coastal city of Oran and similar
scenes of jubilation were
reported in other towns and
villages around the country.

"The players took their
revenge on the pitch and they
gave joy to all the Algerian peo-
ple,” said Mohamed
Raouraoua, president of the
Algerian football federation, the
APS news agencyreported.

The mood was very different
in Cairo, where the normally
traffic-packed streets were
deserted during the match.

In one cafe a man fainted on
the final whistle and was put
into a taxi by his friends.

In France, which ruled
Algeria until independence in
1962, euphoria reigned in parts
of Paris, where crowds of
Algerians and French Algerians
gathered in the Barbes area to
celebrate the win with cheers,
flags and firecrackers.

Across the French capital,
convoys of cars drove up and
down the streets, flying the
Algerian flag and sounding their
horns, often cheered by pass-
ers-by awaiting the outcome of
the France-Ireland match.

Algerian supporters
crowded the Champs Elysees,
which was closed to traffic,
celebrating their victory. Several
threw bottles at police, who
responded with tear gas.

Several motor scooters and
trash bins were later set alight
and windows of several busi-
nesses smashed, with a Mont
Blanc pen shop looted.

Homs blared and Algerian
music played in the southern
French port of Marseille as the
city’'s sizeable Algerian and
French-Algerian population
celebrated the win.

More than 1,000 people
gathered in the centre of the
eastern French city of Lyon, but
the celebrations were marred by
violence as around a dozen cars
were set alight, according to
police.

Police in the eastern town of
Grenoble used tear gas and
made three arrests as more
vehicles were burned. Tear gas
was also fired in Marseille to
disperse a few dozen bottle-
throwing young people in the
Old Port district.

More than 20 people were
arrested in the northern city of
Roubaix after several cars and
trash bins were set on fire and
windows broken, police said.

Dutch opt for
Johannesburg

AFP, Heerenveen

The Netherlands will be based
in Johannesburg for the 2010
World Cup finals, it was
announced here on Wednesday
where the Dutch were facing
Paraguay inafriendly.
Netherlands will stay at the
luxury Hilton Sandton and
train at Wits Unfversity, 15km
to the north-west of the city
and atan altitude of 1700m.
Between 10,000-15,000
Dutch fans are expected to
make the trip to South Africa
where their team will start as
one of the favourites.




