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CLIMATE CHANGE, FOOD SECURITY, AGRICULTURE

Involvement of women crucial
to fighting global concerns

PM tells roundtable at FAO headquarters

HASAN JAHID TUSHER, from Rome

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday
stressed the need for involving women in all
levels of policy and planning of climate
change, food security and agriculture issues to
fight these global concerns unitedly.

“111e}'muslhawcquulaccesslninl’unnn-
tion. skills development, market linkage and
technology and financial resources to effec-
tively participate in climate change initia-
tives,” she said.

Hasina said this while co-chainng a
roundtable tilted 'Climate change adapta-
tion and mitigation: Challenges for agricul-
aure and food security' held at FAO head-
quarters as partof the World Summiton Food
Security-2009.

Later, the prime minister gave her place to
Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury who
concluded the eventon behalfof Bangladesh.

Addressing the roundtable, the premier
said women have knowledge in agriculture
and food security. Therefore, they must be
involved in all policy and planning levels, inter
alia.

Women are disproportionately vulnerable
to climate change. Yet they play a major role in
adoption and mitigation in agriculture, she
said, adding that rural women are responsible
for half of the world's food production, pro-
ducing 60-80 percent of foods in most devel-

opingcountries.

MS Swaminathan, president of MS
Swaminathan Research Foundation,
Maohmoud Solh, director general of
International Centre for Agricultural
Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), Florin
Viadu, from the secretariat of United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change, and Ger Bergkamp, director gen-
eral ofWorld Water Council, were the panel-
lists in the event.

Hasina said climate change poses a serious
threat to agriculture and food security in the
poorest and most vulnerable countries of the
world, including Bangladesh, which are
already grappling with chronic food shortages
and climate change would further aggravate
the availability of food.

“With world population growing and
expected to cross nine billion by 2050, we
would require more food. Moreover, climate
change migrants are growing at an unprece-
dented rate with'increased floods, cyclones,
droughts, sea-level rise and salinity and other
calamities,” she said.

The PM further said that agriculture with
choice of crops and effective management
can reduce greenhouse gas emissions while
improved agricultural and forestry practices
canalso create carbon sinks.

“It is important to contain deforestation,
land degradation, support improved animal
farming, plant productions and assist devel-
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Seminar

Centre for Sustainable
Development will organise a
seminar on 'Sustainable

Time: 2:45pm.
Roundtable

Islamic Economics
Bureau organises a roundtable on
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oping countries, especially MVCs and LDCs,
with eco-friendly technology transfers and
capacity building," she said.

Sharing agricultural technology can con-
tribute to saving the environment and
increasing agricultural production, Hasina

~ said, adding that green technology, including

indigenous ones, crop varieties attuned to
climate change, fertiliser use and water con-
servation technology, organic agriculture,
fishing and livestock breeding suitable under
various agro climate conditions need greater
attention.

Such innovation must be ecologically
sound, environmentally sustainable, low cost
and those which can be easilyadopted by rural
farmers in developing countries and LDCs,
sheobserved,

She went on saying: “Though our green-
house gas contribution is negligible,
Bangladesh has become one of its worst
victims. With increased frequency and erratic
pattern of floods, cyclones, droughts and
weather conditions, the country's develop-
ment plans have been frustrated and bud-
geted resources diverted to humanitarian
support.”

The premier said Bangladesh recognises
the need to adapt to climate change and
save agriculture, fisheries and forestry,
ensure food availability and stop migration
of climate change displaced people to
overburden cities.

N'GAN] BOMB BIAST CASE

HC order on
interrogation
of Salam
Pintu stayed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday
stayed for four weeks a High
Court order that directed the
police to interrogate BNP
leader and former deputy
minister Abdus Salam Pintu at
jail gate in connection with the
Narayangan) Awami League
office bomb blast case.

Chamber Judge of the
Appellate Division Justice Md
Muzammel Hossain passed
the order upon a government
petition moved by Additional
Attorney General AKM Zahirul
Hoque.

The judge also asked the
government to file a regular
leave-to-appeal petition with
the Supreme Court against the
High Court order within four
weeks, |

On Monday, the High Court
directed the police authorities
to interrogate Pintu at the gate
of Dhaka Central Jail.

The previous day, Chief
Judicial Magistrate of
Narayanganj Arifur Rahman
placed Pintu on a five-day
remand in the case.
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Conjoined Bangladeshi twins

separated

AFP, Melbourne

Australian doctors
successfully separated
joined-at-the-head
Bangladeshi twins
after more than 24
hours of surgery yes-
terday, saying the girls
were “in great shape”
but !u{:{:j a difﬁf:ults
recovery. pr

Two-year-old g
Trishna and Kri.'shnn.g
rescued from certain
death in a Dhaka
orphanage, were placed in induced comas after
leaving the operating theatre unattached for
the first time, doctors said.

"“The moment of separation was a rather
surreal moment,” Leo Donnan, chief of surgery
at Melbourne's Royal Children's Hospital, told
reporters.

"There was relief but I think everyone real-
ised there was still a long way to go and that the
girls have a very difficult time ahead of them.”

Doctors worked through the night to prise
apart the twins' brain tissue at about 11:00 am
(0000 GMT) before reconstruction experts
closed up their heads using bone and skin
tissue, some 32 hours after they were wheeled
into the operating room,

"The girls have now come out of the theatre
and they're in intensive care,” Donnan said.

"Everything's gone very well. They're in
great shape which is fantastic... they're both in
good condition and healthy. | think they're
better than we thought they'd be.”

The girls will spend the next few days
sedated, on ventilators and under close moni-

Trishna

Krishna

toring before being
gradually woken up,
Donnan said, addin
they faced myriag
possible dangers.

: “They've got a long
'Y process 1o go through
and it will be many
days before we know
how well it's gone,” he
sald.

“There's still con-
siderable risks they've
got to face, like any
child who's beenr
through a major pro-
cedure, They've got a long recovery ahead of
them -- there are many unknowns after this sort
of surgery.”

Moira Kelly, the girls' legal guardian who
brought them to Australia l;;rtmm Bangladesh,
was said to be overcome by the day's dramatic
developments. {

"I think she's overwhelmed this has come to
fruition,” said Margaret Smith, her colleague at
the Children First Foundation charity. "She's
just so grateful to the team here that they've
been able to pull this off.”

Some 16 specialists worked through the
night, taking occasional food and rest
breaks and listening to pop music in the
operating theatre to stay alert, as the opera-
tion ran hours past its scheduled midnight
finish.

The girls were brought to Australia in
November 2007 after spending their first few
months in the Mother Teresa home in Dhaka,
where aid workers became alarmed at their
fading health and doctors said they were pow-
erless to help.

PRIVATE MEDICAL COLLEGES

Unified admission
test on Nov 20

-
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development and democracy In
| Bangladesh'. Venue Cirdap
| auditonium. Time: 2 30pm

| Report release

UNFPA will release its flagship
| publication 'State of the World
| Population 2009'. Venue
| Sonargaon Hotel. Time: 2:30pm

FBCCl seminar

FBCC! in cooperation with
Commonwealth Development
Cooperation will organise a seminar
I"on 'Bangladesh private sector
financing challenges’. Venue
Sheraton Hotel. Time: 9:30am

' Dialogue

Centre for Policy Dialogue
organises a dialogue on
'Copenhagen conference on climate
change: Advancing Bangladesh's
interests’. Venue: Brac Centre Inn

‘Contemporary Islamic thought and
policy: Policies and institutional
reforms in Malaysia'. Venue:
National Press Club. Time: 5:00pm.

Seminar

Dhaka University Journalists
Association organises a seminar on
crises and prospect of professional
jounalism in Bangladesh. Venue:
Dhaka University senate building.
Time: 9:30am.

Workshop

NFOWD organises a workshop on
draft laws to protect nghts of people
with disabilities. Venue: RDEC
auditorium, Agargaon. Time:
10:00am

Roundtable

Shujan organises a roundtable on
‘Local government: Where we are
Venue: National Press Club. Time:
10:00am.

M Hafizuddin Khan, chairman of Transparency International Bang
ceremony of corruption perception index (CPI) at Dhaka Reporters'
his rightis Dr Iftekharuzzaman. (Story on Page 1)

PHOTO. STAR

ladesh (TIB), an anti-corruption watchdog, speaks at the launching
Unity in the city yesterday. On his left is Prof Muzaffer Ahmad and on

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Admission test for all the 38
private medical colleges
will be held on November 20.

This is for the first time the
admission test in the private
medical colleges will be held
centrally.

“This unified medical
examination system for all
the private medical colleges
will prevent corruption in
admission test in private
medical colleges,” said

Direstorate &enéiral. of

Health Sen'i'pqst.

Under the system stu-
dents need not to buy admis-
sion forms from different
private medical colleges.
Rather they could sit for
medical admission test by
taking one form at Tk 800, he
added.

The examination will be
held from 4:00pm to 5:00pm.
Some 7,510 students will
compete against 3,065 seats
al the exam.

Principals of government
medical colleges in
Chittagong, Sylhet, Rangpur
and Comilla will coordinate
the admission test.

The centers would be
Chittagong, Sylhet, Rangpur
and Comilla Medical College
Hospital auditoriums.

districts, the

T
Teclor ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁa n will be held on
Khondoker Shefayetullah. ‘%e medical college

campuses and professors,
directors and principals of
the public medical colleges
will be present as the external
invigilator.

The result will be pub-
lished within two to three
days.

'Make health
guidelines
mandatory
at brothels’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a workshop yes-
terday called on the govern-
ment to make mandatory for
the both clients and sex work-
ers to use condoms and follow
the guidelines enforced by the
health department to reduce
the infection of HIV, says a
press release.

They made the call at the
workshop on ‘[Involvement of
males in preventing AIDS in
brothels' organised by AIDS
Network of Bangladesh in
association of NASP, Care and
UNFPA at LGED building in
the city.
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Govt plans better services for

Says foreign minister

HASAN JAHID TUSHER, from Rome

Foreign Minister Dipu Moni yesterday said
the governmentwill increase manpower in
its missions abroad to provide better
services to the Bangladeshi expatriates.

She said the government is going to set
up an Expatriate’ Wellare Bank In
Bangladesh for financial betterment of the
expatrnates.

Dipu, who is now visiting the Italian
capital of Rome with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, also said the government would
think about the opening of a consulate
office in Milan where a large number of
Bangladeshi expatriateslive in.

The FM said this while she was exchang-

ing views with the expatriates at the lobby of
Grand Hotel Parco Dei Principi.

During the two-hour meeting, she lis-
tened to expatriates where they told her of
various problems theyare facing,

The FM directed the Bangladeshi
embassy officials across the world to give
their best efforts to ensure quick and quality
servicesto the expatriates.

About the reported allegations of
harassment of expatriates at Zia
International Airport, she said the
government is fully aware of the situa-
tion at the country's airports and has
taken several measures, including
setting up of various help desks, 1o
improve the services at the airports for

‘expatriates at missions

The expatriates informed the foreign
minister of their difficulties in sending their
hard-earned money to family members in
the country.

Dipu Moni said the governmentwill look
into the matter whether any branch of a
government bank can be set up in Rome or
in other Italian cities.

She requested the expatriates to make
investment inlarger volumesin the country.

The expatriates also requested her to
take immediate measures to increase flights
of Biman between Dhaka and Rome and if
possiblewith other cities ofItaly.

Dipu called on them to act as the good-
will ambassadors of Bangladesh and
uphold image of the country.

Nesar joins as
president’s
press secretary

BSS, Dhaka

Joint Secretary AKM Nesar
Uddin Bhuiyan has joined as the
press secretary to the president
recently, said a Bangabhaban
release yesterday.

A member of the BCS cadre
of 1982 batch, Nesar served as
information and public rela-
tions officer in 12 ministries
with reputation.

He worked as adirector in the
Department of Mass
Communication, Jatiya Sangsad
Secretariat, National Institute for
Mass Communication and
Bangladesh Textiles Industries
Corporation.

Bhuiyan was promoted 1o
deputy secretary in 2003 and
jointsecretary in 2006.

DEFAMATION CASE

Hearing on Moeen's

petition on Nov 25

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday fixed
November 25 for hearing on the
petition seeking dismissal of the
plaint by former state minister
for power Igbal Hasan
Mahmood Tuku in a Tk 100
crore defamation case against
former army chief General
Moeen U Ahmed.

Judge SM Saiful Islam of the
Third Joint District Judge's
Court set the date after Moeen's
counsel submitted a written
statement against the plaint.

Earlier, Moeen submitted a
petition seeking dismissal of the
plaint saying that the defama-
tion suit filed against him was

notmaintainable.

On July 12, Tuku filed the
defamation suit, accusing the
former general of making
derogatory remarks that dam-
aged his (Tuku's) reputation.

On a petition filed by Tuku
the same day, the court asked
Moeen to explain within three
weeks why his property should
notbeattached.

On March 27, 2007, Gen
Moeen at a tea party at National
Parade Square said corrupt
politicians had siphoned off at
least Tk 20,000 crore from the
energy sector during the four-
party rule, reads the complaint.

The party was held in hon-
ourofthe freedom fighters.

Officials of Apollo Hospitals Dhaka pos
bers during their visit on the hospital prem
CEO of Apollo Hospitals, Mark Kenderdine Davies, general counsel and com

Shonaid Jemmett Page, chief operating officer of CDC, Fields Wicker Miurin

Mohammad A Moyeen, director of Apolio
Richard Laing, chief executive of CDC, Andrew Williams, director of CD

CDC, and Nissanka Bandra Weerasekera, director of Apollo Hospitals.

Apollo Hospitals: $100m plan discussed

METRO DESK

A high level delegation of
Commonwealth
Development Corporation
(CDC), an UK-based
organisation, has recently
visited Apollo Hospitals
Dhaka to assess the current
situation and future poten-
tial of the facility, says a
press release.

Directors of the hospital
had a discussion with the

CDC team, where $ 100 mil-
lion future expansion plan of
the hospitals was high-

e with Commonwealth Development Corporation team mem-
ises recently. From left are Shahjahan Majumder, acting
pany secretary of CDC,
OBE, director of CDC,
Hospitals, Richard Gillingwater CBE, chairman of CDC,
C, Jonathan Kydd, director of

also came up in the discus-

the expatriates.
Ill' j

UNB, Dhaka
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Light rain likely

I

over the country.

Syedpur.

Light rain may occur at one or two places over all the six
divisions in next 24 hours till6:00pm today.

Light to moderate fog may occur over the river basins of
the country during late night till morning, Met Office said.

[t said night temperature may remain nearly unchanged

The sun sets in the capital today at 6:12pm and rises

tomorrow at 7:16am.
Country's highest temperature 32.5 degree Celsius was
recorded yesterday at Cox's Bazar and lowest 20.6 degree at

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

lighted.

The future projects
include building 200-bed
hospitals in Chittagong and
Sylhet and increasing the
hospital facilities for out-
patients.

The projects for upgrad-
ing the existing facilities
with ultra-modern technol-
ogy and latest machines

slon.

Acting CEO of the hospital City/Town
Shahjahan Majumder gave a
detailed presentation on the
hospital, * . Dhaka

: CDC Chairman Richard Chittagong
Gillingwater expressed keen Rajshahi
interest in investing in the Yhnina
future expansion models W
that Apollo has in plan, espe- l?‘""“'

Sylhet

cially in the upcoming hospi-
tal projects in Chittagong
and Sylhet.

Cox's Bazar

Temperature in Humidity in

Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
28.3 22.2 78 62
30.5 24.0 83 82
26.8 22.7 78 82
30.2 22.6 74 76
30.0 22.8 79 90
259 23.2 95 96
32.5 238 75 83
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READY COMMERCIAL SPACE

FOR SALE
(BANK / INSURENCE/ LEASING/SHOW ROOM)
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F\’ [P/AY7A N HOUSING ESTATE LTD.

Rupayan Centre (3rd floor), 72 Mohakhall C/A Dhaka-1212. Phone : 8822526, OBB2573
827591, 8858413 Cell 01713 063260,01552 305985, 01711 0A7586 01715 607041
126 BB Avenus( 15t Floor) Narsyagon) Phone : 9750600, 7635200, Call -01199142181, 01716 006542

MOTUHEEL OFFICE : Baladl Manslon, (15t Floor), 16 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka 1000, phone : 9556320, 9569448

9559794 9559752, Cell 01713047742, 01552634779

{
CHITTAGONG OFFICE : Akhurnuzzaman Centre (8th Floor), 21723, Agrabad C/A, Crg Tel :031-251 6760, 2516761, 2516885, Fax - S16762
COMILLA OFFICE : Khan Mansion (2nd Floor), Rajgon) Comilla.Cell ;01719226074

SYLHET OFFICE
USA OFFICE :

VIP Road, Dhaka

Opposite 1o WILLS LITTLE FLOWER 5( HOOI

size available : 4410 sft.

1 sft. = 0.0929 sgm.

E

Rose Viow Complax (Pv.) L1g. Plot -2, Block - B, Shajalal Upashahar, Sylhel-3100 '
14.27 Stlainway Strest, Astoria , NY-11101, USA Moblie ' +1-347.600-4750
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