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PHOTO: AFP
Pakistani police secure the site of a suicide car bomb blast on the outskirts of Peshawar on Saturday. A suicide bomber blew up his

explosives-filletd car ata police checkpointin the northwestern Pakistani city of Peshawar, killing at least 15 people.

Palestinians to seek UN
nod for statehood

AP, AFP, Jerusalem

Palestinian officials sald yesterday they
are preparing to ask the United Nations
to endorse an independent state with-
out Israel’'s consent because they are
losing hope they can achieve their
aspirations through peace talks.

The announcement drew a harsh
rebuke from Israeli officials.

Chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb
Erekat told Israel's Army Radio that
frustrated Palestinians had decided to
turn to the UN Security Council after
18 years of on-again, off-again negoti-
ations with Israel.

“The purpose of such a move is to
keep hope alive in the minds of the
Palestinians,” he said.

US efforts to restart Israeli-
Palestinian peace talks are dead-

Benjamin Netanyahu has urged the
Palestinians to negotiate with him but
they refuse, saying Netanyahu must
first stop building settlements on
lands they claim.

Even if the UN endorses the
Palestinian idea, it would be virtually
impossible to implement while Israel
remains in control of the West Bank
and east Jerusalem captured land
where the Palestinians want to build
their state. The Palestinians already
declared independence unilaterally on
Nov. 15, 1988, The move was recog-
nised by dozens of countries, but never
implemented on the ground.

In the meantime, the Palestinian
prime minister has launched a two-
year development plan mean to lay the
groundwork forindependence.

Erekat declined to say when the

to the UN But Nimr Hammad, an
adviser to Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas, said they "have no
intention of rushing” to the Security
Council,

"We are going to have to prepare for
this well and to hold political and
diplomatic talks. We want the Security
Council to discuss this only after
we've been given assurances,” he told
the Israeli daily Maariv. "There is no
point in rushing just so that we collide
with an American veto.”

As one of the five permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council, the US
wields veto power over any resolution.
Israeli media predicted that the US,
Israel's key ally, would veto the move,

Hammad said Abbas would travel 1o
Cairo Wednesday to discuss the plan
with Egyptian President Hosni

locked. Israeli Prime

Minister

Palestinians would make their appeal

Mubarak.

Pak militants attack

anti-Taliban elders
15 militants killed in fighting

AFP. DAWN ONLINE,
Peshawar

Militants in Pakistan yester-
day stormed the homes of two
anti-Taliban elders, killing one
of them, police said, as 15 muli-
tants were killed in ongoing
military offensive in the north-
western region.

The northwestern capital on
the fringes of a lawless tribal belt

hasbeen hitbyfoursuicide bomb-

ings in a week, as the military
presses on with a major offensive
against Taliban fighters in nearby
mountain strongholds.

Fifteen militants, including
three commanders, were killed
and a huge cache of arms was
seized in Swat and Malakand
regions yesterday.

Three key commanders

Hazrat Osman, Osman Ali and
Azizur Rehman were among
the dead. Among others were
Fazal Ghani, Fazal Wahab,
Bakhtzada, Jehan Zeb and Tasir
Khan.

Violence continued to
plague the area Sunday, when
about 50 militants with the
banned Lashkar-e-Islam
extremist group set upon the
home of Fahimuddin, a local
mayor who had raised a militia
to fight the Taliban.

Fahimuddin told AFP that
some of his would-be assas-
sins were disguised in the all-
enveloping burga garments
worn by conservative Muslim
women when they
approached his home in Bazid
Khel village on Peshawar's
outskirts.

No clean chit
to anyone

in Headley
case: Pillai

PTI, New Delhi

Security agencies probing the
David Headley terror case have
not given a clean chitto anyone,
including filmmaker Mahesh
Bhatt's son Rahul, who had an
acquaintance with the US
national arrested by FBI for
plotting attacks in India at the
Lashkar-e-Taiba's behest.

"We have not given clean chit
to anyone. [nvestigation is still
on,” Union Home Secretary G K
Pillai told reporters on the side-
lineofa functionin New Delhi.

Meanwhile, a team of
National Investigating Agency
reached Mumbai on Saturday
to probe the activities of
Headley and Tahawwur
Hassan Rana, a Canadian of
Pakistani origin who has also
been arrested by FBI in con-
nection with the plot.
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Gilani to provide evidence
on India's involvement
in Baluch insurgency

ANI, Multan

Pakistan has once again raked
up the issue of India’'s alleged
involvement in fanning
insurgency in Baluchistan,
with Prime Minister Yousuf
Raza Gilani saying that
Islamabad - would provide the
evidence to New Delhi at a
‘'suitable time'.

"The evidence will be
presented at a suitable time,"
Gilani told media persons at
the Multan airport.

Gilani reiterated that
Pakistan wants good relation-
ship with all its neighbours,
including India and stressed
on need for early resumption
of bilateral talks between both
countries.

"Pakistan wants good
relations with all its neigh-

bours and desires the resump-
tion of composite dialogue
process with India. Dialogue is
the only way forward,” The
Daily Times quoted Gilani, as
saying.

Responding to a question
regarding the safety of coun-
try's nuclear installations,
Gilani said Pakistan would
never compromise on its
nuclear programme and that
the country's nuclear assets
were safe under the Nuclear
Command and Control
Authority.

He urged the international
community to help Pakistan
fight the menace of terror and
build its anti-terror capacity,
adding Islamabad lacked
state-of-the-art equipments
needed to root out extremists
fromits soil.
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PHOTO: AFP
Afghan Defence Minster Abdul Rahim Wardak (L) speaks during a ceremony as US General Stanley

McChrystal, commander of the International Security Assistance Force (2nd R), looks on at Kabul
airport yesterday. A pair of C-27 military medium transport aircraft were donated by ltaly and the
United States to the Afghan National Army Air Corps.

Gadkari appears set
to become next
BJP president

PT1, New Delhi

Nitin Gadkari appears set 1o
become the next BJP President
replacing Rajnath Singh in what
is being projected as a genera-
tional change for the main

opposition party. 52-year-old}

Gadkari's name has been
zeroed-in on for the top job to
revive the organisation after it
suffered its second successive
jolt in the Lok Sabha elections,
partysources said today.
"Gadkari's name is final.
He has been chosen by senior
leader L K Advani after consul-
tations with his party col-
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leagues,"” aseniorleadersaid.

Another indication of
Gadkari's likely elevation
came from reports from
Mumbai which spoke of a race
to occupy the post of
Maharashtra BJP chief, at
present being held by Gadkari
who has made the party the
main opposition in the state,
replacing Shiv Sena. The talk
of Gadkari heading the party
at the national level gained
momentum after RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat made it clear
that no one among the leaders
in Delhi would be entrusted
with the task.
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The BNP leader, on Thursday;,

was shown arrested in the case
following a petition submitted
by investigation officer of the
case Assistant Superintendent
of Police (ASP) Yusuf Ali

Mollah.
Earlier, Pintu was arrested

in connection with the gre-
nade attack on an Awami
League rally on Bangabandhu

Avenue on August21in2004.
A huge number of police

were deployed in and around
the court before Pintu was
produced before the court at
10.30am amid tight security.
District Bar Association
General Secretary Anisur
Rahman Dipu, plaintiff and
city Awami League General
Secretary Khokan Saha

appeared for the state.
Defence counsel advocate

Sakhawat Hossain Khan told
the court that a person in his
confessional statement
divulged the names of five
people involved in the bomb
attack on Awami League office
in Narayanganj where Pintu
was notmentioned.

Praying for the cancellation
of the remand for Pintu,
Sakhawat said no evidence

minister with the incident.

Advocate Khokan Saha told
the court that Pintu was
involved in different bomb
attacks across the country
including August 21 grenade
attack on Awami League rally
in Dhaka.

If Pintu is interrogated the
mystery behind all bomb
attacks in the country includ-
ing the attack on AL office in
Narayanganj would be
unearthed.

Pintu, however, told the
court that he knew nothing
about the bomb attack on
Chashara AL office. He
claimed that he had been
implicated in the case for

political harassment.
The bomb attack on the

Awami League office was
carried out on June 16 in 2001
that left 20 people dead and
over 100 leaders and activists
of AL, including former AL
lawmaker Shamim Osman,
injured.

After the incident city
Awami League general secre-
tary Khokan Saha filed a case.
During the four-party alliance
rule, the then 10 submitted the
final report to the court. After
Awami League government

......

- Meanwhile, a Dhaka court
yesterday placed Dhaka City
Corporation councillor Ariful
Islam Arif on a four-day fresh
remand in connection with
the August 21, 2004 grenade

attack case.
Metropolitan Magistrate

Moazzem Hossain passed the
remand order after Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) produced him before
the court seeking a ten-day

remand.
He was earlier taken on a

five-day remand on
November 9 in the same case
and he was produced before
the court yesterday on com-

pletion of his five-day remand.
In the remand prayer, CID's

Additional Police Super Abdul
Kahar Akond, also the investi-
gation officer (10) of the case,
said that Arif gave important
information about thée gre-
nade attacks on Awami
League rally on August 21,
2004 that left 24 people dead
and injured a large number of
people.

Defence lawyers submitted
a petition seeking bail along
with cancellation of the
remand prayer saying that
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of adding 40,000 American
troops and sharply expanding
the Afghan security forces, as
favoured by Gen Stanley A.
McChrystal, the top American
and allied commander in
Afghanistdn, at $40 billion to
$54 billion a year, the officials
sald.

Even if fewer troops are
sent, or their mission is modi-

or 10 percent more than the
peak of $667 billion under the
Bush administration.

Such an escalation in mili-
tary spending would be a
politically volatile issue for
Obama at a time when the
government budget deficit is
soaring, the economy is weak
and he is trying to pass a costly
health care plan.
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