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Archers
leave for
Indonesia

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Archery team
was scheduled to leave the
country early today for
Indonesia to take part in the
16th Asian Archery
Championships and Youth
Olympics qualifying round in
Bali from November 151022,

The 15-member squad
consists of eight players
including three female archers
while British coach Richard
John Priestmen and Indian
coach Nishith Das will also be
part of the team.

Imdadul Haq Milon, who
finished second in the 70m
recurve bow in fifth Asian
Grand Prix, will only be com-
peting in the Youth Olympics
qualifying round while the rest
of the squad will test their skills
in the Asian championships
ahead of the South Asian (SA)
Gamesathome nextyear.

University TT

SPORTS REPORTER

Dhaka University table tennis
tournament, organised by DU
Table Tennis Associatuon, got
underway yesterday at the
l[eacher and Student Centre
(TSC) with participation of
some 70 competitors from
different departments.

Vice Chancellor of Dhaka
University Prof. AAMS Arefin
Siddique declared the four-
day meet open while Prof
Biman Barua, director of TSC,
Alamgir Hossain, director of
Physical Training Centre
Shawkatur Rahman and DU
Table Tennis Association
president Mir Shawkat Ali
were among others present.

PHOTO: AFP
England batsman Eoin Morgan shapes himself up to drive the ball during his blistering knock of 85 in

a Twenty20 match against South Africa atthe Wanderers in Johannesburg on Friday.

India's toﬁgh change

AN Cricket

L&

AFP, Ahmedabad

India will make a quick switch
to Test cricket to defend their
unbeaten home record against
Sri Lanka in a three-match
series starting here on Monday.

Mahendra Singh Dhoni's
men have endured a gruelling
six-month schedule of limited-
overs cricket which ended this
week with a one-day series loss
against world champions
Australia.

The Indians have played
just three Tests this year -- in
New Zealand in March-April --
and Dhoni agreed the sudden
adjustment to the traditional
five-day formatwill not be easy.

"This is the way modern
cricket is played,” said Dhonu.
'We have to be mentally
prepared to make the change
and I am confident we will be
up for the challenge.”

Sri Lanka are brimming
with confidence after two
back-to-back series wins at
home against Pakistan and
New Zealand which lifted
Kumar Sangakkara’'s men to
the number two spotin the Test
rankings behind South Africa

India, however, remains the
final frontier for the Sri
Lankans, who have never won
a Test on Indian soil in six
previous series, losing eight
matches while the remaining
sixwere drawn.

"Winning Tests in India is a
goal, but we are not putting
ourselves under any pressure,”
said Sangakkara. "We want 1o
enjoy the tour and if we play as
well as we are capable of, there
is noreason whywe can'twin.”

Sri' Lanka suffered heavy
defeats in their last series in
Indiain 2005, losing the second
Test by 188 runs and the third
by 259 runs after the first match
was rained off.

Sangakkara, Mahela
Jayawardene, Tillakaratne
Dilshan, Thilan Samaraweera
and star spinner Muttiah
Muralidaran are the only
survivors from that tour, but
the skipper said his young side
was capable of delivering.

"Inexperience is sometimes
a good thing as the Indian
batsmen have not played our
fast bowlers regularly in the
longer form of the game which
can work to our advantage,”
said Sangakkara.

"Sometimes a fresh
perspective, attitude and
enthusiasm could be an added
bonus".

Muralidaran, Test cricket's
leading bowler with 783
wickets, also has a score to
settle after claiming just 31
scalps in eight matches on
Indian soil at an expensive
average 0f39.58.

The off-spinner, 37, will
once again lead the attack with
help from fellow spinners
Rangana Herath and Ajantha
Mendis on wickets that

traditionally help slow bowlers.

India, riding on their
formidable batting led by
world record holder Sachin
Tendulkar, have won three of
their last four home series
against Pakistan, Australia and
England, while the fourth
against South Africaended 1-1.

The Ahmedabad Test will
mark the start of a third decade
in international cricket for
Tendulkar, the world'’s leading
Test and one-day batsman,
who made his debut aged 16
against Pakistan on November
15, 1989.

Test regulars Rahul Dravid
and Venkatsai Laxman are back
to join Tendulkar and Yuvraj
Singh in the middle-order, with
twice triple-centurion
Virender Sehwag and Gautam
Gambbhiropening the batting.

India's bowling will be
bolstered by the return of pace
spearhead Zaheer Khan, who
was sidelined for five months
with a shoulder injury. The 31-
year-old left-arm seamer has
210wickets from 65 Tests.

Khan and young paceman
[shant Sharma are expected to
share the new ball, with
seasoned off-spinner
Harbhajan Singh and leg-break
bowler Amit Sharma providing
the spin options.

The remaining two Tests will be
played in Kanpur (November

24-28) and Mumbai
(December2-6).
TEAMS

INDIA (from): Mahendra Singh

University
football

SPORTS REPORTER

Brac University came from
behind to record a 4-2 win over
Fast West University in the
Mentors' Inter-Private
University football tourna-
ment at the Army Stadium in
Bananiyesterday.

Shakib, Shahed, Mithun
and Tanijil struck one goal each

for the winners while Mahfuz
netted a brace for the losers.

In the day's other maich,
Presidency University and
International University of
Business Agriculture and
Technological played outa 1-1
draw at the same venue.

Saiful Islam put Presidency
ahead in the fourth minute
before Manjurul Alam Khan
cancelled the lead for IUBAT
three minutes from the break.

Eng edge

Alastair Cook followed in the
fourth over.

SCORES IN BRIEF

ENGLAND: 202 for 6 in 20
overs (Morgan 85 not outf,
Collingwood 57, Trott 33;
MclLaren 3-33, Langeveldt 1-
39, Steyn 1-40)

SOUTH AFRICA: 127 for 3 in
13 overs (Bosman 58, Smith
41, de Villiers 10 not out;
Wright 1-17)

Result: England won by | run
on Duciwurlh-[.ewis

method.

Nadal sets up

FROM PAGE 17

Tsonga, hugely popular with
the Paris fans, let slip three
more break points in the sixth
game and was made to pay the
price five games later when a
resurgent Nadal grabbed the
first break of the match with a
stinging forehand drive that
the net-bound Tsonga volleyed
long.

The Spaniard duly pocketed
theseton his own serve.

The second set followed a
near identical pattern to the first
with Tsonga holding serve
comfortably earlier on and
Nadal havingahardertime ofit.

But once again in the 11th
game, Tsonga's concentratuon
wavered resulting in a rash of
unforced errors that handed
Nadal the break of serve he
needed.

The Spaniard had no trou-
ble putting the match away as
Tsonga's game fell apart and
the title he won superbly last
year was taken from him.

"Easy the best match I have
played here," said Nadal, who
is without a tournament win
since May as he has battled
injuries and loss of form.

“It's the fifth straight semi-
final for me so | am there all the
time and when you are there all
the time one day youwill win.

"But he (Djokovic) is the
player who is playing the best
at this part of the season so he
will be the favourite.”

Djokovic's win over
Soderling wrecked the Swede's

hopes of a first-ever appear-
ance in the ATP World Tour
Finals in the first of the
quarterfinals.

Soderling, who made the
final of the French Open the last
time he played in Paris in June,
went into the match knowing
that he needed to at least reach
the final here to clinch the
remaining spot in the season-
ending tournament.

But having lost all four of his
previous encounters with the
young Serb, the Swede knew he
would have to produce some-
thing special.

He did just that in the sec-
ond set which he won 6-1 after
dropping the first, but in a
tense decider he was the first to
crack on serve in the eighth
game when two unforced
errors on the backhand side
followed by a double fault gave
Djokovic three break points.

Soderling saved the first of
these, but then netted a weak
backhand to hand the break to
the third seed who made no
mistake in serving out for the
match,

In other quarterfinal action
Gael Monfils kept home hopes
alive with a closely-fought 3-6,
6-4, 6-4 win over Marin Cilic of
Croatia.

In the semi-finals he will
play Radek Stepanek of the
Czech Republic who made it
through when US Open cham-
pion Juan Martin del Potro of
Argentina abandoned when 0-
4 downinthe firstset.

Dhoni (captain), Virender
Sehwag, Gautam Gambhir,
Rahul Dravid, Sachin
Tendulkar, Venkatsai Laxman,
Yuvraj Singh, Harbhajan Singh,
Amit Mishra, Zaheer Khan,
Ishant Sharma, Murali Vijay,
Pragyan Ojha,
Shanthakumaran Sreesanth,
Subramaniam Badrinath.

SRI LANKA (from): Kumar
Sangakkara (captain), Muttiah
Muralidaran, Mahela
Jayawardene, Tillakaratne

Dilshan, Tharanga
Paranavitana, Thilan
Samaraweera, Angelo

Mathews, Thilina Kandamby,
Prasanna Jayawardene,
Kaushal Silva, Chanaka
Welegedara, Thilan Thushara,
Nuwan Kulasekera, Dammika
Prasad, Rangana Herath,
Ajantha Mendis.

Pakistan's

FROM PAGE 17
(17 not out) added a quickfire
39 for the fifth wicket.

Nazir and Akmal gave
Pakistan a robust start of 40
with Nazir hitting three fours
and six, while Kamran hit four
boundaries and a six before
New Zealand's bowlers
slammed on the brakes.

Both teams now head to
New Zealand where they play
three Tests with the first Test
opens in Dunedin from
November 25.

SCORES IN BRIEF
PAKISTAN: 153 for 5in 20 overs
(Umer 56 not out, Kamran 26,
Afridi22; Butler 3-28)

NEW ZEALAND: 146 for 51in 20
overs (McCullum 47, Styris 43,
Gul2-29)

Result: Pakistan won by seven
runs and take the series 2-0.

!
K'bagan
FROM PAGE 17
the final overs, including the run-
out of Bashar (73), left Victoria 3
runsshortoftheirchase.
SCORESINBRIEF
KALABAGAN VBIMAN
VENUE: SBNCS
KALABAGAN: 2198 in 50 overs
(Javed 42, Rokibul 35, Zubair 66 not
out. Ariful 26, extras 12; Talha 2-55,
Elias 3-35)
BIMAN: 199 all out in 48.2 overs (Jihan
Mubarak 65 Sharifullah 25, Mosharral
23, Talha 20 not out, extras 23,
Shahadat 2-36, Masud 2-34, Nazmus
2-3)
RESULT: Kalabagan won by 20 runs.

OLD DOHS VKHELAGHAR

VENUE: BKSP

KHELAGHAR: 203 alloutin 48 .5 overs
(Aslam 66, Ashraf 29, Ashraful 24,
Monowar 23, extras 10; Rubel 3-39,
Wasim 2-33).

OLD DOHS: 2057 in 495 overs
(Wasim 58, Rabbi 31, Rumman 54,
Nasiruddin 18, extras 12, Monirul 2-
30)

Result: Old DOHS won by three
wickels

BKSPVVICTORIA

VENUE; FATULLAH

BKSP: 202 all outin 49.4 overs (Sarker
50, Asif 50, Tanvir 34, extras 16; Bashar
2-36, Shanf 5-35),
VICTORIA: 199 all out in 50 overs (Arman
41, Arsalan 35, Bashr 73, extras 6,
Furkan 2-37, Masud 342 Asif 2-22).
Result: BKSP won by three runs

Channel i lift
Pepsi-DRU
title

SPORTS REPORTER

Channel i lifted the Pepsi-DRU
six-a-side cricket title handing
a 33-run defeat to Bangla
Vision in the final at the
Maulana Bhasani Hockey
Stadium yesterday.

The champions bundled
out Bangla Vision for 52 after
posting 80 for three in their
stipulated six overs, thanks to a
blazing 33 from Rakibul Hasan,
who was adjudged man of the
final as well as man of the
tournament.

Rakibul of Channel i also
received the trophy for the
highest run-getter while Partho
Tanvir Noved was awarded as
the highest wicket-taker in the
tournament,

The champions dedicated
their trophy and Tk 50,000
prize money to their late col-
league Mahbub Matin as Chief
Whip of National Parliament
vice principle Abdus Shahid
distributed prizes among the
winners.

Mizanur Rahman, member
of the Parliamentary
Committee on Youth and
Sports, Tejinder Khurana,
country manager of PepsiCo
International, Golam Kuddus
Chowdhury, ‘executive director
of Transcom Beverages
Limited, Shamim Ahmed,
president of Dhaka Reporters
Unity (DRU), Pathik Saha,
secretary of DRU and
Mohiuddin Polash, sports
secretary of DRU, were among
others presenton the occasion.

U-19 booters

FROM PAGE 17

and coming from behind to
draw against bottom placed
Laos(3-3).

The most interesting thing
of the tournament for
Bangladesh was that they
conceded within first five
minutes of every match, even
in the 1-0 loss against Vietnam.
Coach Shafiqul Islam Manik
found no reasons behind
conceding early goals in all five
matches.

"I have no explanation about
conceding early goals in every
match and it was beyond my
control and 1 found no solu-
tion," said Manik after his
arrival from Bangkok yesterday.

"Yes, we expected to qualify
for the finals, but the players
could not avail the opportuni-
ties in the matches against
Vietnam and Thailand as I
targeted to win either against
Vietnam or Thailand after
keeping in mind that we would
win against Macao and Laos."

Under-19s

FROM PAGE 17

top four batsmen for duck,
leaving the hosts in a precari-
ous position at 47 for sixin 16.1
overs. The wrecker-in-chief
was paceman Chatara as he got
rid of all four batsmen. But then
came some rearguard action
from Noor Hossain who struck
65 runs off 87 deliveries. Noor
Hossain's efforts were comple-
mented by Alauddin Babu's 34-
ball 30 that took the hosts close
to victory, but left some job yet
to be done as they fell leaving
24 needed with a single wicket
in hand. But Abul Hossain, the
orchestrator of Zimbabwe's
doom earlier, turned it a day of
his own as he struck five
boundaries in 16 balls to score
22 runs and take Bangladesh
home from the jaws of defeat.

The Ezﬁlg ﬁfar | ,

Sachin rues less Tests |

KN Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

Sachin Tendulkar has expressed his disappoint-
ment at India not playing enough Tests in the
near future. Besides the three Tests in the
upcoming home series against Sri Lanka, which
begins in Ahmedabad on November 16, India
play only two more Tests, in Bangladesh in
January, in the 2009-10 season. There are no
further Test series planned at least till the end of
the 2010,

"We should play more Test cricket for sure. It
is obviously not great news that we are only
playing five Tests this season,” Tendulkar said at
a media event on Friday to commemorate his
completing 20 years in international cricket.

Test cricket, he said, was the true testing
ground for any youngster and the best way to fast
track his development. “Ideally for any team to
progress you need to play more Test cricket as
that is where the real cricket is according to me.
Test cricket is cricket of the highest level and
since it is played across five days at the end of
each day it allows you to regroup, re-think, come
up with fresh ideas and plan for the next day.
Sometimes in Twenty20 and ODIs even before
you realise the matchis over.”

As a 16-year-old Tendulkar cut his teeth in the
1989 Test series against Pakistan and immediately
understood it was not going to be easy. In the final
Test of that series, Wagar Younis drew blood after
striking Tendulkar on the nose. Ajit Tendulkar, his
elder brother, the man whom Sachin counts as his
biggest influence as a player, was sitting in the
stands. Ajit might have winced but his brother

didn’'t: "When | was hit by Waqar that got me more
competitive and | decided not to move from the
middle and | would continue to fight,” Tendulkar
animatedly recounted the incident 1o a 75-0dd
mediacontingent.

Though the event was by invitation only for a
select group of journalists, a lot of media person .-
nel -- aware of the unique opportunity it pre-
sented -- gatecrashed the event. Tendulkar
remained unruffled and for the next five hours
remained seated in the middle of the room,
answering hundreds of questions, even if most
were repeated. Displaying the same proficiency
he has shown against various forms of bowling,
Tendulkar moved seamlessly from English to
Hindi to Marathi in his responses, paying
detailed attention to the questioners every
word. '

While his zeal for the game continues to
amaze, he is not at all surprised by it. He says it is
because he s passionate about what he does and
is confident and clear about what he wants to do.

It's not his fans alone who wonder how
Tendulkar has been strong in various situations
and stayed competitive over the last two
decades; MS Dhoni, the India captain, recently
said he did not rule out Tendulkar being in con-
tention to play the 2015World Cup.

Tendulkar, though, said he wanted to live in
the moment and plan for the near future instead
of dwelling on what could happen five years
down the line.

"It would be nice if I can go on that that lon
(till 2015) but I don't want to think that far and
concentrate on the next phase,” he said. "My
focus is on the near future. |'ve enjoyed every bit
so far and 1 feel there is cricket left in me and
everything is going really well.”

Semenya doesn't like it

I Sl Athletics

AFP, London

Caster Semenya, the South African teenage
world champion runner who sparked allega-
tions over her gender, has spoken of her difficul-
ties copingwith her newfound fame.

Semenya, who emerged from obscurity to
win the women's 800 metres title at the world
championships in Berlin in August, told Britain's
Guardian newspaper: "People want to stare at
me now. Theywant to touch me. I'm supposedto
be famousbutldon't thinkIlikeitso much.”

In an interview at her training track at the
University of Pretoria published on Saturday, she
admitted: "It's not so easy. The university is OK
but there is not manyotherplaces!cango.”

Semenya's future as an athlete could be
decided on Friday when the International
Association of Athletics Federations is expected
to announce its ruling on tests undertaken on
hergender.

The IAAF could ban her from competing
again, require that she undergo surgery, or take
noaction.

Leaked test results said Semenya was a her-
maphrodite, sparking anger from the South
African public and government, who have ral-
lied behind the athlete.

But as the controversy swirls around her,
Semenya said she had found refuge with her

training group and her coach, Michael Seme.

"I am myself here,” she told the newspaper.
"Everyone just accepts me. They knowwho | am.
I am just Caster to these guys. I feel good with
them. I feel much better here with (Seme) and
theathletes.”

Semenya insisted she was unchanged by her
elevation to global stardom.

"What is the point of me changing? If |
became another person it would be bad. If |
acted in a different way with my friends they
would not be happy. It's important | stay the
same,

She joked that "I can't go shopping no more”
because of her new status in South Alrica, but
added: "1 know who | am. I can't change what
(people) say.”

Semenya lowered her personal best time by
eightseconds to win the world title.

"lam a fighter,” she said. "I never give up. And
I knew I was going to get better.”

With the clock ticking to the IAAF ruling, her
coach said: "We hope for Caster. That's all we can
do.”

Athletics South Africa (ASA) was suspended
by the country’s national Olympic commitiee
thismonth over its handling of the Semenyarow.

The decision came after ASA boss Leonard
Chuene was suspended pending an investiga-
tion after admitting he knew about the gender
test conducted on the athlete prior to the world
championships.

Members of the victorious Channel i receive the Pepsi-DRU Championship trophy from Chief Whip

vice-principal Abdus Shahid at the Maulana Bhasani National Hockey Stadium yesterday.
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