One of the earliest Indian plays resurrected

fé‘ s & Entertdin

DHAKA FRIDAY NOVEMBER 13,2009 Culture@thedailystar.net

Sudraka’s “Mrichchhakatika” staged at Dhaka University
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Though the play is dominated by romance and comedy, it wonderfully depicts depravation, protest against misrule

and the victory of truth.

JaAMIL MAHMUD

he ancient Indian classic
play "Mrichchhakatika® is
being staged at Natmandal,
Uniyersity of Dhaka. Starting
on November 10, the play Is
being staged over six days.
l'he Department of Theatre,
DU has produced the play
based on the work -- with the

wright Sudraka.
"Mrichchhakatika® is
regarded one of the earliest
Indian plays written in San-
skrit. The title of the play
literally means "The Little
Clay, Cart". The play was
writtén in the second century
B.C. According to theatre
historians, the play belongs
to the genre 'prakaran.
Researchers feel that

take elements from Indian
myth.

Adapted from Mohit
Chattopadhyay and Sukumari
Bhattacharya's translations,
the play was directed by
Ashikur Rahman Leon.

The story of the play fol-
lows a young and noble man
named Charudatta of
Pataliputra (now Patna), and
his love for a rich courtesan

becomes complicated when
Shangsthanak, an aristocrat
and a close relative of the
king, also shows interest in
Basantsena.

Laced with romance, court
intrigue and comedy, the.plot
gets several twists and turns.
Though the play is dominated
by romance and comedy, it
wonderfully depicts deprava-
tion, protest against misrule

aspects that are still very
relevant.

The plot is further compli-
cated by thieves and mistaken
identities, thus making it
entertaining.

Charudatta meets
Basantsenaaccidentally, when
the courtesan takes shelter in
his residence to hide and save
herself from Shangsthanak's
advances. Charudatta falls for
Basantsena. Shangsthanak
also wants her. Shangsthanak
abuses his power to get her, He
kills Basantsena and tries to set
up Charudartta for murder,
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Steven Tyler: “I’m not leaving  +
Aerosmith”

Steven Tyler came out of his
self-imposed Aerosmith exile
Tuesday night to announce,
“There's absolutely no validity
to the rumours” that the band
is breaking up.

Tyler joined bandmate Joe
Perry onstage at the Fillmore
in New York for the announce-
ment, then they launched into
their mega hit, “Walk This
Way." But despite the show of
unity, sources say the underly-
ing causes of the Aerosmith
rift have not been fixed.

“1 just want New York to
know, I am not leaving
Aerosmith,” Tyler said in NYC,

and the rest of the crew are said
to be anxious to complete the
project and collect the remain-
ing cash from their lucrative
Sony/Columbia deal.

Rolling Stone reported that
the nub of Aerosmith's inter-
nal strife is a disagreement
over what direction the band
should pursue.

“Perry wants to record a
new album in the style of the
band’'s bluesy, '70s albums,
while Tyler prefers to stock an
album with hit songs written
outside the band, such as '
Don't Want to Miss a Thing," "

having more fun criss-
crossing the continent.

The band also is annoyed
that Tyler -- because of his
issues -- has made it difficult
for them to get tour insur-
ance 1o go back out on the
road. And since most of the
members of Aerosmith are in
their 60s, they would like to
make their last bit of hay
while they are still able to
stand upright!

The group has been plagued
by illnesses and injuries over
the past several years and
members have been asked

. ' Rolling Stone said. repealedly about possible
But Basantsena somehow abruptly calling a halt to Perry However, Tyler, 61, has been retirement

escapes her death, appears at & Co.'s plﬂﬂS to find a new disinclined to record ﬂnﬂhiﬂg ...........................................

the courtand reveals the truth. Aerosmith frontman. at all -- perhaps because he is  Source: Interet

Meanwhile, with the help
of a noble, Sharbilak, who
turns to theft due to pov-
erty, popular leader Aarjak
dethrones the king and
takes over as the new ruler.
Finally, Charudatta and
Basantsena can savour their
love.

Enamul Haq Tutul and
Mahfuza Khan Asha respec-
tively enacted the roles of
Charudatta and Basantsena.
Other lead roles were played
by Shahman Maishan,
Nusrat Zahan, Rabbi Ibne
Siddiqui, Meherunnesa,
Masud Rana and Sanjib
Kumar Dey.

A group, of DU students

played and rendered classical
music throughout the perfor-
mance, which suited the
production. The play will be
staged everyday at 7pm till

“Joe Perry, you are a man of
many colours,” Steven contin-
ued. “But I, (expletive), am the
rainbow!”

A terse Perry, when asked
after the show to explain the
surprise appearance, told
TMZ.com that Tyler “couldn’t
stayaway.

Tyler has been estranged
from the band since the sum-
mer, when he fell off the stage
during a show in South
Dakota, bringing Aerosmith’s
summer tour to a screeching
halt.

Word is, Steven Tyler, who
had embraced sobriety for
decades, has fallen off the
wagon, much, to the dismay of
his bandmates.

And in his present state,
Tyler has not been willing to sit
down with the group and make
the final album the band owes
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same title -- by Sanskrit play- "Mrichchhakatika” does not Basantsena. The love affair and the victory of truth -- November 15. their record company. Perry
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