| wounded after a gunman
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Cambodia says no to

Thaksin extradition
AFP, Phnom Penh

Cambodia yesterday
rejected Thailand's request
to extradite Thaksin
Shinawatra, inflaming
tensions over Phnom
Penh's appointment of the
fugitive former Thai pre-
mier as an economic
adviser.

Billionaire Thaksin, who
was toppled in a bloodless
coup in 2006 and lives
abroad to avoid a jail term
for corruption, arrived in
Cambodia on Tuesday and
received a warm welcome
from Cambodian Prime

AFP, Ramallah
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Palestinian President Mahmud Abbas
yesterday ruled out renewing peace
negotiations with Israel without a freeze

ofJewish settlement actvity.

"Thé return to negotiations depends
on Israel adhering to the terms of refer-
ence of peace and that includes halting
all settlements;, including natural
growth and including Jerusalem,”
Abbas told tens of thousands of people

]

Crowds

thousands

stage and
decades of

Abbas a

Ny el gathered in Ramallah to mark the fifth mark five years since the death of their

! 1 anniversary of iconic leader Yasser iconicleaderYasserArafat. peace proc
Washmgton SRERGE Arafat's de?;h. The anniversary of Arafat's death finds "The m
executed The embattled Abbas also demanded Palestinians more divided than ever and
AFP, Washington the removal of all Jewish settlements, his successor Abbas pondering resigna-

' which today are home to nearly half a tion beeau;e uff sflta'ljled bl:iS-ledb peace f
The Washington sni million Israelis. efforts that have ailed to bring about an  years of n
executed Tuesday fuﬁrzhﬁ "It is our right to demand the removal independent Palestinian state, negmmtnr
reign of terror that claimed -y o . B e S
10 lives and left the US capi-
tal paralysed in fear for three
e urges Asian nati

John Muhammad stag-
gered into the death cham-
ber with the aid of prison
guards, offering no last-
minute explanation for his
random killings before being
put to death by lethal injec-
ton.

“Idid not hear him utter a
word,” said prison spokes-
man Larry Traylor. "Mr
Muhammad was asked if he I
wished to make a last state-
ment. He did not acknowl-
edge us or make any state-
ment whatsoever.”

to push Myanmar
on election

Junta rejects 'neo-colonialist' meddling

countries with any influence over reclusive |
Myanmar, because of their common borders as
wellas theirstatus asimportant trading partners. |

AFP, Smgnporrf Yangon

The United States yesterday urged As:an

nations to pressure Myanmar to hold free and fair

Shooting kills 2 elections next year, ahead of a historic summit
- involving President Barack Obama and the
n Oregon junta’s premier.

AFP, Portland US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton called for

Two people were killed and I
several others were

opened fire at a strip mall in
the western US state of
Oregon, local media citing
police said Tuesday.

Police in Tualatin, south
of Portland, told AFP that a
gunman fired several shots
at a business shortly before
noon (2000 GMT) local time.

the help of the 10-member Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), whose leaders
will hold their first ever collective talks with a US

presidentin Singapore this weekend.

“We would like to see countries individually
Asean reach out to the Burmese
leadership, persuade them to start planning for
free, fair and credible elections in 2010," Hillary
said, using the country’s former name.
“Certainly China has the opportunity to play a
very positive role, as does Thailand, India and

and through

other Asean countries.”

China and India are seen as among the few

e ——

No ME peace talks without
settlement freeze: Abbas

Palestinians remember Arafat

of all sertlements from our land because
theyareillegal," Abbas said.

The issue of Jewish settlements is one
of the thorniest in the decades-long
Israeli-Arab conflict and the main stum-
bling block in stalled US efforts to restart
peace negotiations.

The international communjty consid-
ers Jewish settlements in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank, including east

Jerusalem, to be illegal.
Palestinians gathered Wednesday to

began gathering in the West

Bank's political capital of Ramallah, with

expected to attend the rally to

honour the man who catapulted the
Palestinians' struggle onto the world

led them through nearly four
armed struggle and sputtering

peace negotiations.

ddressed the crowd amid grim

predictions by his aides that he may
resign as president, perhaps leading to
the collapse of the Palestinian Authority
established by Arafat during the Oslo

ess in the 1990s,
oment of truth has come and

we have to be frank with the Palestinian
people that we have not been able to
reach a two-state solution through 18

egotiation," chief Palestinian
Saeb Erakat told AFP.
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PHOTO: AFP

Palestinian children light candles next to the grave of late Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat a day
“before the 5th anniversary of his death in the West Bank city of Ramallah on Tuesday. Five years after

Arafat passed away, the Palestinians are fiercely divided and no closer to their dream of statehood,

with the divergent paths of peaceful negnﬂatluns and armed 5truggio bothatan apparant Impassa
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| Obama vows justice for

'Fort Hood victims

AFP, Fort Hood
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- US Premdent Barack Obama

Myanmar's generals are preparing to hold |

elections next year but democracy leader Aung |
San Suu Kyi has called for a boycott, callingthema |
sham designed tolegitimise the junta.

Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy won
a 1990 election in a landslide but the results were
never recognised, and she has spent most of the
years since under house arrest.

Washington has recently changed its policyon |

Myanmar, saying it would push for engagement
with the military regime because sanctions on
theirown had failed to bear fruit.

Myanmar is an Asean member and its prime

minister, Thein Sein, is expected to join Sunday's |
talks with Obama in what would be the first meet- |

ing between a US president and a Myanmar

leaderin43years.
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vowed justice Tuesday as he
eulogized the dead of the Fort
Hood shootings and warned
that even twisted faith could not
explain such "craven" mass
murder.

As intrigue deepened
around Major Nidal Hasan, the
army psychiatrist and practic-
ing Muslim accused of killing 13
people in last week's shooting
spree, Obama lauded each

- victim and said their legacy was

America's future freedom.

"It may be hard to compre-
hend the twisted logic thatled to
this tragedy,” Obama told
15,000 sometimes tearful
mourners under the bright
Texan sky.

"But this much we do know:
no faith justifies these murder-
ousand cravenacts.

"No just and loving God
looks upon them with favour.
And for what he has done, we

. know that the killer will be met

with justice, in this world, and
the next."

On the podium, a hetu

graph of eac victim fl ed by
a helmet a rifle and an empty
pair of boots paid sad tribute to
the 12 service personnel and
one civilian cut down in the
massacre.

"Their life's work is our
security, and the freedom that
we too often take for granted.
Every evening that the sun sets
on a tranquil town; every dawn
that a flag is unfurled; every
moment that an American
enjoys life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness -- that is their
legacy-ﬂ

Obama built his address
around the terrible irony that
the victims could not "escape
the horrors of war" even
though they died at home, not
on the battlefields where
many of them had served.

He said Thursday's ram-

page, which also wounded 42 |

people, came at a trying time
for America, as it struggles
through wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.
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10 Pak troops go mlssmg
after Taliban attack

Ten rebels killed as helicopters

shell hideouts

AFP, AP, Peshauﬂr

At least 10 Pa}ustam security
personnel went missing after
Taliban militants attacked their
convoy in a lawless tribal region
on the Afghan border, officials

said yesterday.
"Taliban militants
ambushed a convoy of 52 para-

military Frontier Corps troops
early Wednesday morning in
Ghanam Shah area of
Mohmand trnibal region,” top
local administration official
AmjadAliKhan told AFP.

"We are in contact with 40
troops, while 10 are still missing
and the bodies of two soldiers
were found in Ghanam Shah,”
hesaid.

Helicopter gunships shelled
militant hide-outs in north-
western Pakistan on
Wednesday, killing 10 sus-
pected fighters after gunmen
murdered two paramilitary
soldiers at a checkpoint in the

' area, officialssaid.

Llfe Revenue Au:ount (Un-Audlted)
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The gunmen also injured
three soldiers when they
attacked the checkpoint
Tuesday night outside Bai Zai
town in Mohmand, said an
intelligence officer and a local

overnment official. Security
orces have been unable to
establish contact with 10 other
soldiers who were at the check-
point at the time of the attack,
they said.

The officials spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because they
were not authorised to talk to
the media.

The helicopter assault
againstmilitant hide-outs in Bai
Zaicame as thearmyiswaginga
major anti-Taliban offensive
against the group's main
stronghold further south in
Pakistan's semi-autonomous
tribal areas. Militants have
retaliated against the South
Waziristan offensive with a
wave of attacks that have
killed more than 300 people
since the operation was
Iaunched in m:d October.
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