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Anniversary Book Fair Int’l Ibsen Seminar Solo Painting
Programme & Venue: Central Public and Theatre Exhibition
Seminar Library premises, - | Festival Title: Colours of Naturs,
Organised by: Moviyana Shah'bﬂgh . Title: Ibsen Through New W&Lﬁn Hossa
Film Society Date: November 5-14 Eyes Venue: Bengal Gallery of
Venue: Seminar Hall ‘ Time; 2-7:30pm Venue: Shiipakala qu:m H Z15F Rd 21
(Ground Floor), Central . Acadermy & Jahangimagar (old) Dhanmond

Public Library, Shabagh 4 ifea ey oroTTen DUMIRENY Date: Oclober 30-

Date: November 10 Date: November 12-23 w 10

Time: 05:30pm — Tihet. Som ommsle Time: 12-8pm

“A Kind of Childhood”
Tareque and Catherine Masud’s film to be

screened at Indian festival

in 2005) by Catherine and Tareque

Britney’s lip-synching act
angers Australian fans

After only one show Down
Under, Britney Spears’ Aus-
tralian tour is already turning
into quite the "Circus” as the

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi first time that the Society has joined

showcase some short documentaries
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Idris is one of the thousands of chil-
dren who ekes out a living on the
streets of Dhaka from an early age to
help his ailing father. But he cherishes
a dream --
he works as an assistant in a public

for an education -- even as
transport vehicle.

When circumstances force him to
drop out of school, his dream for edu-
cation is replaced by a craze for urban
success but as harsh realities of city life
close in on him, his goals change

The story of Idris is the
matter of “A Kind of Childhood™ (made

subject

Masud, giving the sole Bangladeshi
flavour to the 16th International Chil-
dren's Film Festival of India beginning
in the southern city of Hyderabad on
November 14 (celebrated in the coun-
try as Children's Day coinciding the
birth anniversary of India’'s first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru)

Seventy films from India and abroad
will be screened during the festival and
18 movies will be shown in the Asian
section.

Actor-director Nandita Das, who is
the chairperson of Children's Film
Society of India, told media persons
here on November 5 that this was the
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hands with the UNICEE

The festival will screen “quality” films
and emphasise the importance of
entertainmentfor every child, Das said.

Das, who acted in films like “Fire’,
“Ramchand Pakistani”, “Earth” and
directed the critically acclaimed
“Firaaq” on communal riots in Gujarat,
said the Children's Film Society of
India is negotiating with Bollywood
filmmakers like Vishal Bhardwaj on
how to make entertainment for chil-
dren more meaningful and provide an
alternative to “meaningless violence
on television”,

I'he Hyderabad festival will also

made by children from villages.

India has not seen much meaning-
ful and entertaining films for children
other than those made by maestro
Satyajit Ray (the “Goopi Bagha" trilogy,
“Jai Baba Felunath” and "Sonar Kella")
and a few by Ritwik Ghatak (“Baari
Thekey Paliye”) and Tapan Sinha
(“Safed Haathi” and “Sabuj Dwiper
Raja”). those films
whose appeal cutacross all age groups.

One comes across any film made in
that tradition and Nandita is justified
when she asks, “why children's films
are invisible in India?”

However, were

A KIND OF
chlldhood
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government weighs inon lip-
synching and angry fans
storm out of Spears' first
performance.

According to Australian
news reports, disgruntled
fans left Spears’ show at the
Perth Burswood Dome only
three songs into the concert,
complaining of a lackluster
performance, apparent lip-
synching and their inability
to see Spears on the jumbo
screens onstage.

"We are really big Britney
fans, butitwasc...,” Josh Blee

‘complained to Australia's

News Limited newspapers. "l
thought after the music
awards she would make up
for it with a wicked concert,
butshe hasletusdown.’

Some fans had paid up to
$1,500 AUD to watch the
show from a two-person
"ringside” at the
circus-themed concert.
Regular seats were sold for
$200 AUD. The Australian
tour is Spears' first of the
conunent.

The concert exodus came
on the heels of the Australian

loveseat

Britney Spears’ Australian tour is facing harsh criticism.

Wales, announced this week
that she was considering
requiring artistes such as

statement released by the
governmenit.
Australians would not

Spears to include a dis- tolerate a 'Mickey Mouse
claimer on tickets zfparh of performance,’ Judge told

theig huw \muld S liﬂe} s Daily TL h.
Britney s pri.roga Hyoua dmg up 18 200

dollars, 1 think you deserve
better thana film clip.”

government's calls for full
disclosure from celebrities,
 namely Spears, who choose
to lip-synch during a live
concert performance in their
country.

Virginia Judge, the minis-
ter for fair trading for the
| Australian state of New South

tive' 10 hp sync, and it is my
job to make sure consumers

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

know what they are paying

“A Kind of Childhood” by Catherine (left) and Tareque Masud (right) zooms in on the life of an underprivileged child. for up front,” Judge said in a  Soyrce: CNN
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