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Div I cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

e

Sheikh Faruque Ahmed
bowled Kathal Bagan to an
exciting five-run victory over
Azad Sporting Club in the First
Division Cricket League at the
Jahangirnagar University
ground yesterday.

Faruque claimed five wick-
ets for 30 runs in 5.5 overs and
Abu Bakar took three for 32 as
Azad Sporting were bundled
out for 224 in46.5 oversinreply
10 229-5. Irfan Sukur top scored
80 off 98 balls. Earlier Kathal
Bagan rode on Biraj Chandra’s
94-ball 95 and Abu Bakar's 86-
ball 53 to score the runs after
beingsentin to bat.

At the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium, Eskaton Sabuj
Sangha secured a massive 109-
run victory over Lalmatia Club.

Bashar hit 77 off 136 balls
and Mokleshur Rahman con-
tributed 75 off 98 balls as
Eskaton scored 228 for nine in
50 overs.

In reply, Lalmatia were all
out for 119 in 34.4 overs with
Bablu making an unbeaten45.

[itu was the most success-
ful bowlerwith fourfor2l.

DC Gold Cup
football

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Satkhira

e ———————— — B = -

Satkhira Pourasava emerged
champions in the Deputy
Commissioner Gold Cup
tournament with a 4-2 shoot-
out win over Debhata Upazila
at the Satkhira Stadium yester-

Dhabi Stadium on Friday.
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New Zealand's Brendon McCullum is all setto haveagoata delivery during his swashbuckling 131 as
Pakistan wicketkeeper Kamran Akmal looks on during the second one-day international at the Abu
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Big guns win

after scoring 39 runs. All-

to provide him good support.

Improvement delights Dan

ﬂ] Cricket

Martin Guptill (62) which built the founda-
tion of an imposing total of 303-8 in 50

AFP, Abu Dhabi

OVErS,

New Zealand captain Danlel Vettori
believes his team's conscious effort to
improve in key areas helped them beal
Pakistan and level their three-match series

atl-1,

They may have been beaten by 138-
runs in the first match on Tuesday but the
Black Caps hit back with a clinical perfor-
mance in the second on Friday to win by 64
runs -- a turnaround which delighted the

New Zealand captain.

"1 think we wanted to improve on some
key areas, made a conscious effort and it's
pleasing that we were able to turn around
in a couple of days; now we must keep the
pressure on Pakistan,” said Vettori after the

win.

The third and final match will be played

hereon Monday.

New Zealand rode on a return-to-form
century by Brendon McCullum (131) who
added 126 for the second wicket with

Velttorl.

and Guptill set up the victory for us,
enabled us o achieve a 300-plus total and
put pressure on Pakistan,” said Vetton,
who also identified Scott Styris's three
wickets in two overs as the turning point.

Pakistan got off to a solid start of 77
between Salman Butt (59) and Khalid Latif
(45) and were 124-2 when Styris, bowling
for the first time in nearly 13 months,
grabbed three wickets off just 10 balls.

" was trying to get some quick overs,”
said Vettori of his decision to bowl Styris,
“Those turned out to be the most influen-
tial overs. Scott came into the game to
impress and did at a time when Pakistan
were coming hard onus.”

Vettori praised his team's fielding,

"If you look at a couple of catches and
Guptill's run out of Butt then you realise
that these can swing games your way," sald

Man-of-the-match McCullum said he
wanted to prove his worth as opener.

“There was some pressure on me coms-
ing into this match,” said McCullum, who

was relieved of vice-captaincy to improve

fielding,

his batting form. "Vice-captain or not, 1 am
a senior player and wanted to prove my
worth asanopener.”

McCullum, whose only one-day hun-
dred (166) came against Ireland last year,
said scoring his second was a bigrelief.

"Probably I tried to be too aggressive at
times, but this time 1 found the right
tempo,” said McCullum,

Pakistan coach Intikhab Alam blamed
his team's defeat on poor bowling and

"We had a bad day,” said Alam. "We
probably gave away 30-40 extra runs and
that made the difference. We mustimprove
our fielding because New Zealand is one of
the best fielding sides in the world, on a par
with South Africa.”

Alam defended his decision to promote
Shahid Afridi (no runs) and Kamran Akmal
(four) to fourth and fifth in the batting order.

“They were my decisions,” admitted

Alam. “Both batted well in the first match
butdidn’tclickin the second.”

Zim U-19s
due today

SPORTS REPORTER

Zimbabwe Under-19 cricket
team will arrive in Dhaka
today to play a five-match
one-day series against their
Bangladesh counterparts,

The visitors will travel to
Khulna tomorrow to play the
first three games and then
move to Jessore to play the
remaining games,

Fred-Lancs new deal

AFP, Manchester
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cricket field, hopefully that will be sooner rather
than later,” he said.

“I'm just under 12 weeks since the op. I'll
probably know more at the 12-weekstage, I'llsee

Andrew Flintofff wants to win more silverware
with Lancashire after agreeing a new three-year

contract with his native county.

England all-rounder Flintoff, who is recover-
ing from knee surgery, retired from Test cricket
after helping his country regain the Ashes from
Australia in August, saying his body could no

the surgeon, he'll re-scan me and he will have a
better idea of how the operation has gone and
wherel'm atwithit

"He is pretty confident, as am L. So far it's just

been doing alot of the boring stuff. After I've had
the scan I can build back up to running and
hopefully get in the nets and start practising
some time after Christmas.”
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"It has maybe been easier (0
adapt tactics because they
have very experienced players,
who have more tactical knowl-
edge than the younger ones. It
seems to have worked well.”

Even though there is plenty
at stake on Sunday, Ancelotti
has no intention of being an
unwelcoming host and will
share a bottle of red wine with
Ferguson whatever the result.

"We drank red wine after we
drew in the semifinals of the
Champions League, Juventus

Azam Biplob.

lobhome.

the dying minutes.

After resumption, visitors Abahani bit back with crisp passing
and better movement and got the equaliser six minutes into the
<econd half when Shakawat Rony whipped in a cross from the
right that Mithun volleyed home.

Five minutes later, Brothers went ahead again with Bentil, who
ran past two opponent defenders to enter the danger zone before
putting the ball over theadvancing Biplobtomakeit2-1.

Brothers' party, however, did not last long as Abahani hit back
again in the 72nd minute when Sumon drove an Akinyele Peter

The Gopibagh-based outfit still could have had the last laugh
had a powerful shot from substitute Maksudul Alam Bulbul was
not denied by the woodwork and Bentil not squ andered a sitter in

Meherpur recorded a 2-1
victory over Chuadanga in the
second round of the Inter-
Distriet <D epnaty
Commissioner Gold Cup
tournament at the Magura
Stadium yesterday.

Selim put Meherpur ahead
in the first half before Mintu
cancelled the lead in the same
half. Babu struck the match-
winner for Meherpur in the
second half.

Rajbariface Kushtiatoday.

Gautam Gambhir, Yuvraj
Singh, MS Dhoni (captain),
Suresh Raina, Ravindra Jadeja,
Harbhajan Singh, Praveen
Kumar, Munaf Patel or Sudeep
Tyagi, Ashish Nehra.
AUSTRALIA (probable): Shane
Watson, Shaun Marsh, Ricky
Ponting (captain), Michael
Hussey, Cameron White, Adam
Voges, Graham Manou,
Andrew McDonald or Mitchell
Johnson, Nathan Hauritz, Clint
McKay, Doug Bollinger.

late fight by Japanese veteran
Kimiko Date Krumm to win
their semi-final 6-1, 6-3 on
Saturday.

Later, Rezai had a smoother
ride against Spain's Maria Jose
Martinez Sanchez, beating her
6-2,6-31in 64 minutes.

Bartoli has won both
encounters against Rezai, the
latest just over a month ago in
the Tokyo second round.

At first, Bartoli, only seed
remaining from the 12 women

retired a dozen years ago and
then revived her career last
season, denied Bartoli a
match-winner in the sixth
game of the second set, with
the Frenchwoman leading a set
and 5-1.

Date proceeded to find new
life with a break for 2-5 and a
hold in the next game.

Bartoli, 2006 finalist when
Bali was a regular WTA event,
saved two break points and
came through on a third match

compete in the season-ending
WTA Championships in Qatar,
which ended last weekend.
Two wildcards were also
included.

Bartoli, a Wimbledon final-
ist in 2007, is seeking her third
title of the season, after
Stanford and Monterrey.

Rezai was undaunted by
seven aces from Martinez
Sanchez, breaking four tmes
while never facing a break
point.
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