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UN urges Karzai to.

troops certain
“in new Afghan:
- plan: US
© AP, Brussels

Hamid Karzai to fight corruption, with Secretary-General Ban :

Ki-moon calling the country's political situation "delicate” : :
. President Barack Obama's new -

fight corruption

AP, AFP, United Nations

The UN Security Council joined calls Friday on Afghan President

following deeply flawed elections.

In a tepid statement, the Council "acknowledged” rather :
than welcomed the conclusion of the tumultuous electoral ©
process where Karzai was declared the winner after challenger
Abdullah Abdullah withdrew from a runoff race saying it could ;

. decision in the United States. . (jonal and Afghan forces were

notbe free or fair.

Afghanistan yesterday rejected criticism of Karzai by foreign -
leaders and the senior UN official in the country, accusing them ;
' Undersecretary of Defense

Kai Eide, the UN's special representative to Afghanistan, was : Michele Flournoy said accord-

among those who this week warned Karzai that he could lose :
international support unless his new government tackled :

of disrespecting the country's sovereignty.

endemic official corruption.

The Afghan foreign ministry issued a statement rejecting such

criticism, saying it breached "accepted international norms” and :
. sadors Thursday on the

“violated respect for Afghanistan's national sovereignty”.

On Saturday the foreign ministry in Kabul issued a statement |

rejecting such criticism, saying they breached "accepted inter- . Afghan war. Officials released -
national norms" and “violated respect for Afghanistan’s .

* from that meeting.

national sovereignty.”

Abdullah on Wednesday called Karzai's victory illegal and his -
government a failure, saying the president's tainted administra- : leaving Afghanistan, or even :
tion would not be able to check corruption or fend off the :
' ing our commitment and -

Ban acknowledged there were problems with the elections, : we're talking about how best

following a closed-door meeting briefing the Security Council : :
: and military resources,” -

Taliban.

on his recent trip to Afghanistan.

"It is obvious that the political situation remains delicate,”
* Nato ambassadors.

Ban said. "Clearly, the recent elections were seriously flawed.”
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More foreign

strategy for Afghanistan will be

certain to include reinforce- . ., investigating an incident

ments of foreign troops.

It will be a matter of a couple

released Saturday.

AFP, Kabul.

. Seven members of the Afghan
- security forces were killed in a
. Nato air strike in remote west-
. ern Afghanistan, the defence

- ministry said yesterday,
A top Pentagon official says -

The statement comes as
Nato's International Security

. Assistance Force (Isaf) said it

. in Badghis province Friday in
*Ithinkwe reveryclosetoa ;

which more than 25 interna-

“ 1 wounded.
or maybe a few weeks," |

Five of the 25 wounded

- were US soldiers, injured in

d- ; what a Western military offi-
ing to an official transcript

Flournoy, the Pentagon's :

policy chief, led a US delega-
tion that briefed Nato ambas-

administration's review of the

a transcript of her remarks

cial, speaking anonymously,

- said was friendly fire.

However, Isaf spokesman

. Lieutenant Colonel Todd
- Vician, of the US Air Force, told
* AFP: "We have nothing to
. confirm friendly fire."”

"No Isaf members were

 killed," he said, confirming
. that five injured Isaf soldiers

“No one is talking about : were Americans.

Investigations into Friday's
. incident were ongoing and no
further details were available,

hesaid.

standing pat. We are increas-

to do that with both civilian

Flournoy was quoted as telling

In what appeared to be a
reference to the same inci-
dent, however, the Afghan

: defence ministry said mem-

bers of the Afghan army and
police had beenkilled.

"Due to a Nato forces air
strike on November 6 in
Badghis province seven Afghan
security personnel (both
Afghan army and national
police) were martyred and also
some were wounded,” it said in
astatement.

"The commando brigade
informs us that foreign forces
also sustained some casual-
ties," it said.

The incident is believed to
have taken place during a clash
involving Isaf and Afghan
soldiers searching for two
paratroopers from the 82nd
Airborne Division who wenl
missing Wednesday during a
routine supply mission.

Local police said a party
looking for the two missing
soldiers clashed with Taliban
and that alliance aircraft were
called in to provide support.

The defence ministry made
no reference to a clash
between the joint forces and
Taliban militants.

Police said the casualties
occurred when the air strike
mistakenly targeted interna-
tional troops.

The Western military officer
who spoke on condition of

7 Afghan troops killed in Nato strike
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An Afghan boy whips a donkey pulling a cart in Kabul yesterday as a search operation continued for
two US paratroopers missing in remote northwest Afghanistan. Nato sald 25 soldiers were wounded
during the hunt following a clash with militants.

anonymity told AFP it
appeared to be a "blue-on-blue
incident,"” or friendly fire, with
"ahuge numberof casualties.”

Nato began its search
operation in the barren, rug-
ged area together with Afghan
forces after the two paratroop-
ers disappeared.

Afghan police said the two
had drowned while trying to
retrieve cartons of food that
had beendropped into ariver.

More than 100,000 troops
under Nato and US command

since US-led troops toppled
the Islamist regime.

US President Barack
Obama is currently consider-
ing a request from military
commanders to boost troop

numbers by up to 40,000, a
decision not likely to be made
public foranumber of weeks.

are in Afghanistan fighting a
Taliban insurgency now at its
deadliest in the eight years
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Pakistani security personnel stand guard at a state-run junior school after a grenade attack there in
Baluchistan province's capital Quetta yesterday. Two teachers and a student were injured when

suspected militants hurled a hand grenade at the girls’ school.

Certain quarters trying
relentlessly to depose
me, says Zardari

ANI, Islamabad

Pakistan President Asif Ali
Zardari has himself revealed
that certain political quarters
in the country are trying
relentlessly to depose him
from Presidency, and that he
has thwarted three such
attemptsin the past.

Zardari, during an informal
off the record talk with a repre-
sentative delegation of the
Pakistan Federal Union of
Journalists (PFUJ), said that
there have been three
attempts to dethrone him, but
he has been able to defy the
nefarious aims of his detrac-
LOTS. e

Though his remarks were
off the record, it was subse-

quently leaked to some private
television channels, The
Nation reports.

Presidential spokesperson
Farhatullah Babar, despite
repeated attempts, was
unavailable for clarifications
on Zardari's disclosure.

According to sources,
Zardari, during the meeting,
vowed to strengthen democ-
racy by bringing major
changes in the governance
system through major
reforms.

Zardari said that he had set
a deadline for parliament to
do away with Article 58(2)b as
well as the controversial
clauses of.the 17th
Amendment by March next
year.

Faheem Ansari
seeks re-trial of
26/11 case

PT1, Mumbai

In a new twist to the 26/11
terror attack case, Faheem
Ansari, accused of facilitating
the crime perpetrated by ter-
rorists, has moved the Bombay
High Court seeking re-trial on
the ground that he had no
confidenceinthejudge.

Hearing Faheem's petition
sent through the jail authori-
ties, Justice ] N Patel and
Justice Amjad Sayed yesterday
directed additional public
prosecutor Rajesh More to file
areply within two weeks.

The High Court has also
ordered appointmentofalawyer
from thelegal aid cell toarguethe
case on Faheem's behalf.
Faheem has submitted that he

did expect justice from the trial

judge M L Tahaliyani as he felt
that the proceedings were not
beingrecorded properly.

Obama may meet
Myanmar junta at
US-Asean meet

AFP, Manila

The United States expects the leaders of all Asean nations (o
attend a summit in Singapore next week, a US diplomat said
yesterday, setting the stage for a possible meeting between
Barack Obama and leaders of Myanmar's ruling junta.

Speaking at a meeting in the Philippines where officials are
laying the groundwork for the inaugural US-Asean (Association
of Southeast Asian Nations) meeting, Washington's ambassador
to the organisation, Scott Marciel, said: "We expect all Asean
leaders to attend the summit in Singapore.”

Marciel did not elaborate, but his comments indicate that
Washington expects Myanmar's Prime Minister Thein Sein will
be in Singapore on November 15, opening the door for a poten-
tial meeting with the USleader.

Washington has recently softened its stance towards military-
ruled Myanmar after years of refusing to engage with the junta.

Marciel and his boss, US Assistant Secretary of State for East
Asian and Pacific Affairs Kurt Campbell, this week visited the
reclusive state, the most senior US officials to do so since 1995.

As well as meeting leading members of the regime, they also
met detained democracy campaigner Aung San Suu Ky1.3

Pakistan to talk with
India on terrorism

ANI, P11, Ilamabad

Pakistan would soon discuss the issue of India's
involvement in terror activities inside its geograph-
ical boundaries with New Delhi, Foreign Office
(FO) spokesman Abdul Basit has said on Friday.

Reiterating that the security forces have
recovered Indian weapons, maps, documents
and ammunitions during search operations in
South Waziristan, where the military is engaged
in an intense battle with the Taliban, Basit
blamed India for not taking Islamabad’s com-
mitments against terrorism seriously.

Except for India, the world had acknowl-
edged Pakistan's sacrifices in eliminating
terrorism from the region, he said.

“India is the only country that does not
acknowledge our services in terror elimination.
That is indeed unfortunate. India immediately

starts blaming Pakistan whenever a terrorist
attack happens on their soil,” The Daily Times
quoted Basit, as saying.

Despite having information of alleged
Indian involvement in fomenting unrest in
Pakistan, Islamabad had remained cautious
and waited for "concrete evidence” about the
abetment of terrorists, he said.

This is the second in the last two days when
Pakistan has raked up the issue of India’s alleged
hand in terror activities inside its territory.

On Friday, Pakistan Foreign Office had said
that New Delhi must explain its role in promot-
ingterrorism in the country.

Responding to Indian Foreign Secretary
Nirupama Rao's remarks, the Pakistan Foreign
Office (FO) spokesperson said: “India must
explain its own conduct in sponsoring and
abetting terrorism and militancy in our region.”

Blackwater hiring
ex-Pak security

officials on high
salaries

ANI, Islamabad

Controversial private US
security firm, Blackwater, is
reportedly hiring ex-Pakistan
security officials at mind-
boggling salaries.

According to The Nation,
the US firm has offered some
of the retired Pakistani offi-
cials a whopping salary pack-
age of 60,000 dollar per
month.

But what is more notice-
able is that it has hired former
CIA officer, Steven Cash to
operate as Commander In
Charge of its operations in
Peshawar.

90,000 displaced in Lanka
conflict return home: UN

AFP, Geneva

'Nato containers under
severe terror threat'

ANI, Karachi

About a third of those displaced during the conflict between Sri
Lanka government and the Tamil Tigers have returned home
over the past three months, the UN refugee agency said Friday.

"Some 90,000 internally displaced people have returned to
their villages in Sri Lanka’s north and east over the past three
months, under the ongoing return plan of the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment,” said Andrej Mahecic, spokesman for the office of the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

These include 39,000 people who have headed home in the
last two weeks "as part of the government's efforts to accelerate
the process,” he added.

In addition, 16,500 people, including the elderly, pregnant
women and people with disabilities, have been released from
camps and are now staying with host families, said Mahecic.

Pakistan Intelligence agencies have issued warnings regarding a
probable terror attack on the Pakistan Air Force (PAF) base in

Karachi.

According to a communique issued by the Intelligence agen-
cies, the terrorists are planning to target PAF's base in Masroor
aswell as the Nato containers parked nearby the base.

"It has reliably been learnt that a week earlier - suspicious

individuals - young bearded men - boarding two grey Land
Cruisers were noticed near the damaged Shershah bridge close
to the Shell Petrol Pump, Hub River Road. The individuals were
spotted watching the damaged wall of PAF Base Masroor. It
appeared that the suspected terrorists were carrying out recon-
naissance of the area,” The Nation quoted the statement, as

saying.

She got licence
to drive on
950th attempt

BBC ONLINE

A South Korean woman is
celebrating after passing the
written exam for a driving
licence - on her950th attempt.

After four years of trying,
68-year-old Cha Sa-soon
finally managed to secure the
60 out of 100 points needed to
pass the test,

The grandmother has
spent more than 5m won
($4,200, £2,600) on applica-
tion fees for the test.

Now Cha, who lives in
Jeonju, 130 miles (210km)
south of Seoul, must pass the

Activists from India’s main opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) wear vegetable garlands as they
shout anti-government slogans at a protest against food price rises in New Delhi yesterday.

practical test to geton the road.

Cha had been trying to pass
it since 13 April 2005, the
Korea Times reported.

BRAC EPL Investments Limited and BRAC EPL Stock Brokerage ""
Limited, previously known as Equity Partners Limited (EPL) and 4
Equity Partners Securities Limited (EPSL) respectively, formally ?;.-,1
commenced operation under a new management team on October
1, 2009. BRAC Bank acquired 51% equity of both the companies in

' BRAC EPL

STOCK BROKERAGE LTD

Last date of submission- Sunday,15th of November, 2009.

! BRAC EPL

INVESTMENTS LIMITED

121/B Guishan Avenue, Guishan 2, Dhaka 1212, Bangladesh.
Tel. BB19421, 8819425 Fax: +880(2) 8819426 www.eplbangladesh.com

If you feel you have what it takes to join our team of highly motivated and energetic
professionals, please forward your resume to jobs@eplbangladesh.com or send
it to the address mentioned below.

P— August of this year. 9-
BRAC EPL Investments Limited and BRAC EPL Stock Brokerage f*
| Limited deliver a whole range of Investment Banking services ;;
including merchant banking activities such as Issue Management,
3 Underwriting, Portfolio Management and Brokerage services. BRAC '
I ' EPL shall also deliver value-added services such as Wealth §
Management, Corporate Advisory, Corporate Finance and Structured i
L Finance. The institution will offer investment services to local and ”'1
foreign investors as well as to non-residential Bangladeshis (NRBs). f
O For the implementation and achievement of strategies and “
objectives, we are looking for professionals who can match our level :?}
Q of thinking in the following fields. ;:.i
* Chief Financial Officer * Manager - Office Administration .§
® Head of Human Resource * Manager- Settlement 1
®= Head of Compliance ® Manager - Client Accounts
O * Chief Accounts Officer * Trader/Senior Trader
® Manager - Finance ® Officer - Settlement & Back Office
! * Manager - Treasury ® |T Support Officer
® Manager - Compliance * Officer - Customer Support
w * Manager -Issue Management * Front Office Executive
= Manager - Structured Finance * Executive Assistant
) S_—




