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Sevilla, Lyon go thru'

AFP, Paris

& “'"";‘ | English Premier League

;* . glants Liverpool are on the
&* ' brink of going out of the
L e o e e
CHAMPIONS Wednesday: A

__LEAGUE, | . 4

The draw put Lyon

through to the knockout stages and they were
joined by Sevilla, who were held 1-1 by ViB
Stuttgart but assured of a top-two finish in their
group when Rangers drew with Unirea
Urziceni.

Barcelona’s hold on the trophy which they
won in such style last season loosened ever so
slightly when they were held 0-0 by Russian
champions Rubin Kazan.

Indeed Inter Milan's late comeback to gain a
2-1 victory over Dynamo Kiev in Ukraine sees
the Italian side go top of the tightest group.
Should Barcelona and Kazan finish tied for
second place on points it would be the Russian
outfit who progress by virtue of their head-to-
head record.

Liverpool had bossed the first half against
the seven-time French champions with
Fernando Torres, Dirk Kuyt and Andriy Voronin
all going close.

They looked set to come away with all three
points when Ryan Babel struck a stunning
opener late on but Lyon broke their hearts
when Lisandro Lopez struck with minutes
remaining.

Fiorentina's 5-2 romp at home to Debrecen -

begu
turned the heat up on Liverpool.

Lyon's highly-rated coach Claude Puel was
relieved and delighted to have reached the

knockoutstage from one of the tougher groups.

“We have mastered the art of writing partic-
ular screenplays throughout the season,” said
the former Monaco and Lille tactician.

"We were very courageous till the end in
order to equalise and to qualify this evening.”

Barcelona coach Josep Guardiola said he
never thought it would be easy in Russia, espe-
cially in temperatures that reached as low as -5
degrees Celsius, but accepted that his side had
to get maximum points from their final two
matches.

"We looked better in the first half but later in
the match Kazan played creative football and
could have won," said Guardiola, who guided
Barcelona to anunprecedented treble last term,

“The draw s a good result after such a match
but now we need to win both of the remaining
matches.”

His Russian counterpart Kurban Berdyev
was more than satisfied.

"We hoped to repeat our performance at
Camp Nou (when they won 2-1) and in general
we were successful,” he said.

"We also created some chances against the
world's best club but unfortunately missed
them."

Arsenal are all but through after a 4-1 victory
over Dutch champions AZ Alkmaar.

AFP, London
¥y | Arsene Wenger believes
£ ;: - Arsenal are maturing into a
& ¥, force to be reckoned with
. after the Gunners routed AZ
| SEER - Alkmaar 4-1 to move within
CHAMPIONS' touching distance of the
. LEAGUE | Champions League knock-
outstages.

After being widely written off as also-rans
following a pre-season marred by the sales of
Emmanuel Adebayor and Kolo Toure to
Manchester City, Wenger's side are beginning
to hit their stride and look increasingly capable
ofending their four-year trophy drought.

The Gunners brushed aside Dutch champi-
ons Alkmaar in emphatic fashion at the
Emirates Stadium on Wednesday and need just
one point from their final two Group H matches
against Standard Liege and Olympiakos to be
certain ofreaching the last 16.

While Wenger acknowledges that far sterner
tests lie in wait later in the competition, he is
delighted at the rapid rate of improvement
displayed by his young team.

‘I believe this season we are getting stronger
from game to game. It is important to keep that
attitude to progress and improve,” he said.

“The competition gets more difficult as'you
go on but I believe we have quality. I said before
the season started I believe in this team but it is
down to us to be consistent. We have to believe
in our future.

"At the moment, it is difficult to say (how far
Arsenal can go). Lets focus on ourselves, be as

Wenger salutes Arsenal

good as we can and if we meet someone who is
better than us we will see.

"We need to focus on how we want to play
We have played like we love the game and we
want to keep expressing our talent.”

With Cesc Fabregas, Andrey Arshavin and
Robin van Persie combining to produce some
breathtaking moves and Eduardo, Tomas
Rosicky and Theo Walcott all out of the starting
eleven, it is not surprising the Gunners boss is
anticipating a bright future.

Fabregas opened the scoring, then French
midfielder Samir Nasri added to the feelgood
factor with his first goal since March on his sec-
ond appearance since breaking hislegin July.

Arsenal captain Fabregas added his second
soon after half-time before Abou Diaby capped
a magnificant move to make it four.

Jeremain Lens's late strike was little consola-
tion for the completely outclassed Dutch side.

Wenger admits he has never such a wide
array of attacking talent - quite a statement for a
manager who has been able to call on the likes
of Thierry Henry, Dennis Bergkamp, Marc
Overmars and Robert Pires during his time in
north London.

"Have I ever had as many on the creative
side of the game? Certainly not," he said.

"It is our policy to produce our own players
and add players with special qualities and
(Thomas) Vermaelen and Arshavin are two
good examples. Contrary to what people say I
am notafraid to spend money.

“We have only players here who can play,
pass the ball and score. Arshavin is not just a
goalscorer. He can pass aswell."

PHOTO: AFP
Arsenal midfielder Cesc Fabregas points to a teammate after scoring the third goal against AZ |

Alkmaar during their Champions League clash at the Emirates Stadium on Wednesday.

Vieira's int'l future

in balance

The international future of Patrick Vieira could
be decided on Thursday when France coach
Raymond Domenech names his squad for the
World Cup qualifying play-off against Ireland
on November 14 and 18.

The 33-year-old Inter Milan defensive
midfielder has 107 caps for his country and is
nominally the current captain but he has not
featured for Les Bleus since a 1-0 friendly defeat
athome to Nigeriain June.

“Patrick's playing time means he still can’t be
called up, but I'm not worried, I've spoken to him
on the telephone and we've agreed that he needs to
start playing again, " said Domenech in October.

The former Arsenal and Juventus man had
been struggling with a series of injuries that
kept him on the sidelines but he has recently
forced his way back into the Interside.

On October 17 Vieira scored the fourth goal
in Inter's 5-0 win over Genoa, while he pro-
duced a strong performance and supplied an
assistin Sunday's 2-0 victory at Livorno.

"Patrick has been vital for us,” said Inter coach
Jose Mourinho, whose side have already opened
up aseven-pointlead at the top of Serie A.

"I think he played his best match for Inter

since I've been here. It shows that he feels good
and that, if the injuries are behind him, he'll be
reallyimportant forthe team.”

~ Vieira has certainly advanced a strong case for
inclusion in Domenech's squad, but France have
grownused to playing without himin his absence.

Lassana Diarra of Real Madrid and Jeremy
Toulalan of Lyon are Domenech's preferred
central midfield partnership and they would
appear to have every chance of remaining first-
choice should France qualify.

Questions remain., Will Domenech risk
unsettling the Diarra-Toulalan axis to accom-
modate Vieira? [s there any point in calling up
Vieira if he won't play? And if Vieira is not called
up on Thursday, does that mean that
Domenech is prepared to gO to South Africa
withouthimin the event of qualification?

Domenech has already been deprived of the
services of injured left-back Gael Clichy (back)
and winger Franck Ribery (knee), both of whom
will miss the two games against Giovanni
Trapattoni's Ireland.

Bordeaux playmaker Yoann Gourcuff, who
scored the opening goal in his side's 2-0
Champions League victory at Bayern Munich on
Tuesday, is available again after missing France's
last two qualifying matches through injury.

Karim Benzema, on target for Real Madrid in
their 1-1 draw at AC Milan on Tuesday, will
compete with Andre-Pierre Gignac for the sole
strikingrole in Domenech's customary4-2-3-1,

n by Adrian Mutu's early goal - has really

C'Ron to see
old doctor
AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid's injured
Portuguese star Cristiano
Ronaldo will be referred to his
former doctor Professor Niek
van Dyjk as he seeks to over-
come an ankle injury, his club
said onWednesday.

"After examining the evo-
lution of Cristiano Ronaldo's
injury today (Wednesday), it
was determined that there has
been no clinical improvement
of the bone edema in the
centre of his right ankle,” read
astatement on Real's website.

“The player cannot, there-
fore, begin training and must
continue treatment and relief
work until another examina-
tion is carried out."

Dutch physician van Dyjk,
who has also treated Ronaldo's
team-mate Ruud van
Nistelrooy and AC Milan striker
Filippo Inzaghi, previously
operated on Ronaldo in 2008.

Ronaldo, Real's record
signing at 94 million euros,
will definitely miss their
Madrid derby meeting with
city rivals Atletico on Saturday
in the Primera Liga.

He initially injured his right
ankle in Real's 3-0 Champions
League victory over Marseille at
the end of September and aggra-
vated the problem while playing
for Portugal on October 10.

Early diagnosis of the
injury suggested he would be
sidelined for between three
and four weeks.

Ronaldo, who signed from
Manchester United in the
summer, 1S Real's top scorer
with five goals in the league and
fourin the Champions League.

Sweden appoint

Hamren
AFP, Stockholm

Erik Hamren, who led
Rosenborg to the Norwegian
league title last season, will
take over as coach of his native
Sweden with immediate
effect, the Swedish Football
Association said Wednesday.

Hamren, who will replace
Lars Lagerbaeck who resigned |
in October after Sweden failed
to qualify for the 2010 World
Cup, will however also stay on
as Rosenborg coach until
August3l, 2010.

Just last week, the Swedish
association said talks with
Rosenborg about signing
Hamren, 52, had broken down.

"After last week's breakdown
in the negotiations, the two sides
have after a few days' break
reached an agreement on Erik
Hamren becoming Sweden's
coach,” itsaidinastatement.

Hamren's job specification
will be limited to coaching the
squad'’s international matches
until August 31 after which he
will become a full-time coach.

"We are very happy and
proud to sign Erik Hamren as |
coach. For the Swedish Football
Association, this is a long-term
solution," team president Lars- |
Aake Lagrell said.

Hamren has coached
Rosenborg since June 2008
and transformed the I
Norwegian club, blazing to the
title with just one defeat.

"To become the national
squad coach for one's own
country has been a big dream
for me, and I'm very grateful
that Rosenborg has given me
this opportunity,” he said.

Hamren will make his first
appearance with Sweden in an
away match against Italy on
November 18.

Kroenke closer
to Gunners
takeover bid

AFP, London

American sports magnate Stan
Kroenke has edged a ste
closer to a possible bid for full
control of Arsenal by increas-
ing his stake in the club's hold-
Ingcompanyto29.9 percent.

That is just short of the
29.99 per cent threshold at
which British company law
requires investors to make an
offer to buy out all the other
shareholders.

Kroenke declined an
opportunity to clarify his
intentions at Arsenal's annual
general meeting last month,
which fuelled speculation that
a bid could be imminent.

The latest increase in
Kroenke's stake followed the
acquisition of 200 shares, half
of which were sold to him by
Peter Hill-Wood, the Arsenal
chairman.

That move will be seen as
an indicator of the Arsenal
hierarchy's preference for
Kroenke over Arsenal's sec-
ond-biggest shareholder,
Alisher Usmanov, whose
company Red and White
Holdings holds a stake of just
under 26 per cent.

Kroenke has also been able to
purchase shares from another
board member, Danny Fiszman,
who has around 16 per cent of
the holding company,
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Inter Milan midfielder Wesley Sneijder is ecstatic after scoring the winner against Dynamo Kiev during Champions League encounterin
Kievon Wednqsday.

Inter's late revival

AFP, Kiev
p i‘: Wesley Sneijder struck
** adramatic late winner
.l(.j to earn Inter Milan a 2-
P N 1 comeback victory
| Y over Dynamo Kiev in
CH‘?&ELENS their Champions

Wednesday.

League clash at the
Lobanovskiy Stadium here on

Kiev led until the 86th minute, when
Diego Milito equalised, and with a minute
of normal time to play Sneijder converted
from close range after home goalkeeper
Stanislav Bogush let Sulley Muntari's
strike getaway from him.

Barcelona's earlier 0-0 draw at Russian
champions Rubin Kazan means Inter,
who started the day bottom of the group,
now have a one-point lead at the top of
Group F with two matches to play.

"It was a fantastic performance, with
heart, emotion, desire and unity," said
Inter coach Jose Mourinho, whose side
had gone eight matches without a win in
the competition.

‘'I've done some quick calculations

and I think that nine points will be
enough (to qualify for the last 16). We have
six, we need three more.

“Things would have been much more
complicated with a draw or a defeat.

‘It gives belief to the team and, I hope,
the fans, who will all have to be there for
our last match against Rubin Kazan. We
must win this match athome."

Andriy Shevchenko's strike mid-way
through the first half looked to have
earned Kiev a significant victory over
Inter and Mourinho, who brought the
Ukrainian striker to Chelsea when man-
ager of the Premier League side in 2006.

The Portuguese coach sent on Thiago
Motta and Mario Balotelli at half-time as
Inter sought an equaliser but it was cen-
tre-back Walter Samuel who wasted the
first chance to level when he headed wide
from Sneijder's free-kick.

Samuel Eto'o spurned an even better
opportunity with 25 minutes to go when
he headed wide from barely two yards
after Samuel's flick-on, before the
Argentine defender thumped a diving
headeragainst the post.

Inter bombarded the Kiev penalty
area, Balotelli placing a shot narrowly
wide of the right-hand upright and
Eto'o missing with another header but
with time running out Milito collected
Sneijder's pass before firing past
Bogush.

Kiev's defensive work was then
undone completely in the 89th minute,
Bogush spilling substitute Muntari's
effort and Milito squaring for Sneijder to
tap home.

Sneijder had come close to giving Inter
an early lead when he saw a left-footed
effort whistle over the Kiev crossbar in the
second minute.

Milos Ninkovic responded with a tame
effort that drifted wide as the hosts strug-
gled to get men forward before Eto'o
blasted over for Inter after latching onto
Milito'sheaded pass.

Shevchenko had been largely subdued
but he sparked into life to put Kievin front
in the 21st minute with a shot from the
edge of the penalty area that stunned
Inter goalkeeper Julio Cesar by dipping
beneath the crossbar.

ACROSS
1 Guy
5 Society
newbie
8 Buckle
12 Alkali
neutral-
1zer
13 Eggs
14 October
stone
15 Behave
ostenta-
tiously
17 Doing
18 Elder
19 Formed
Into a
heap
21 —
de plume
22 Icelandic
volume
23 Where
“Lost" is
found
26 Chart
28 Is tan-
gent to
31 Snatch
33 Run-
down
horse
35 Birthright
barterer
36 Like
some
seals
38 Upper
surface

CROSSWORD

Eugene Sheffer 142 dB %14 5 6. |7 8 |9 110 |11

40 Recede 2 Rue the 24 Type of 12 13 14
41 Probabil- run lingerie

ity 3 Narnia's 25 Baggage- |15 16 17
43 Tease Aslan, claim
45 July e.q. structure  ['° 19 |20

holiday 4 News- 27 Vanna's 51 5o
47 Slanted man cohort

lettering Newman 29 Bill 23 |24 |25 26 7 28 29 |30
51 As well 5 His is 30 Hero
52 Sooners’ an entry- sand- 31 32 33 34 35

home level wich
54 Bobbin job 32 Sleeping |36 37 38 39 40
55 Slithery 6 Actress bag,

fish Mendes maybe .‘” be B a
56 Skiers' 7 Wash 34 Ape

carrier 8 Potential 37 F’zsti- i e AT S paald
97 Gang- 9 Clapping cide 51 50 |53

ster’s 10 Assess- letters

girl- ment 39 Pockel 54 55 56

friend 11 Trudge bread
28 “CS/” along 42 Fur- 57 58 59

evidence 16 Explosive nished
59 A handful sound with

20 Greek footwear "RVPT np

DOWN moun- 44 Thai S XELOQUI
1 Part of tain money

'E =mc2" 23 Mellow 45 Locale HOWF HY M J HWNL MCHTCEF
Solution time: 21 mins. for
MATSTTING[A[CINFTAINTS 4-H'ers ’ . -
elc[nlofAo[AMMA[L[E[E] 46 Marga- WCXS - YN 'EXCPFDIY:M:. HOYMW
SIHIOIR|TICIU|T TIBJAIR rine
e 48Timber CLLWTSLYFB NKTWLOYFB.
IplAlH]o Trlw'ﬁ wolf
HENON GE N[O]A 7 £ - P
”'%HETSEE”? 492:;3?59 LISVEN DYWL SR Z L L P L LY
Sfclal L IEl i lcle) 50 Slve a Yesterday's Cryptoquip: BEING ADMITTED TO
NG PR NG N| 53Barbie’'s I[HE HOSPITAL, SHOULD THE ROMAN LOVE
EIWIEISERTIEINERWIE]F]T compan- GODDESS BE GIVEN AN INTRA-VEN US DRIP?

lon Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals W




