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Ralph Samuelson on Asian Cultural Council

TAKIR HOSSAIN
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Ralph Samuelson is a senior advisor to the Asian
Cultural Council (ACC). Recently he visited Ban-
gladesh on the occasion of the opening of the only
printmaking studio in the country, Cosmos-
Atelier 71.

Samuelson graduated from Cornell University
and did his masters in music from Wesleyan
University.

Samuelson about his background and current
profession:

"New York is my hometown. I've been fascinated
with music since childhood. I started playing musi-
cal instruments when I was just five, I joined John D
Rockefeller 3rd Fund in 1976 and was appointed the
director in 1991. Since 2008, I've been a senior advi-
sorofthe ACC."

About ACC:

"The foundation was established in 1963 by John
D. Rockefeller III who was an ardent admirer of
Asian art. He wanted to find a way for artistes and
scholars in America and Asia to connect with each
other. He wanted to create a bridge between Asia
and America to get to know each other better. Even
after 46 years, we are trying to continue providing
grants to Asian artists and scholars to come to the
U.S. and Americans to go to Asia.

*"ACC now has four offices in Asia -- located in
Tokyo, Hong Kong, Taipei and Manila. Offices in
those places have actually more to do with fundrais-
ing for ACC. A group of friends in those countries got
together and said that we would like to raise money

to help ACC carry out more exchange programmes
in our country.”

How does ACC collect funds?

"Rockefeller created the programme and he
provided money for that. After his death, we no
longer. had . that, support..So We.staried,, raising
money in the US and Asia. We receive generous
contributions from Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan and
Philippines. We also raise money from large founda-
tions like Ford, Rockefeller, the Starrand others.”

About ACC's process of evaluating artists:
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Boons of cultural exchange

one of our Asian centres. Back in the day, one had to
write a letter. For example, in 1970s, one of our early
grant recipients, Bangladeshi historian Dr Enamul
Haque, wrote a letter to us. The letter came to us
after a very long time, He received our reply within a
few weeks. The processing system was very lengthy.
In recent years, applicants could send their letters
via email. Interested individuals can also apply at
our website -- www.asianculturalcouncil.org,

“Initially, we review the proposal. We call in
experts in different sections to review the works. We
have an advisory committee who help in the selec-
tion process. We also ask applicants to send us sam-
ples of their works. For example, if you are an artist,
you should send us 2D reproductions of your
artworks. If you are a music composer, you should
send us clips or samples of your compositions and
so on. Each year we receive around 1000 applica-
tions from U.S. and different Asian countries. We
provide 100 grants every year. Grants are provided in
both traditional and contemporary art (painting,
printmaking, sculpture), archaeology, architecture,
art history, arts administration, art criticism, con-
servation, crafts, dance, designing, film, literature,
music, photography, theatre and video."

On his currentinvolvementwith ACC:

"In my 32 years of involvement with ACC, I failed
to finish some of my personal projects. In mid 2008,
[ went on retirement from my post of director. After
that I was placed as a senior advisor. The new direc-
tor is Jennifer Goodale. She is an excellent philan-
thropic professional and art specialist.

"In recent years ACC has extended its role and is
encouraging cultural exchange among Asian coun-
tries. For example, someone from Bangladesh
might want to go to China and someone from Indo-
nesia might want to come to Bangladesh to study
art, ACC grants can now enable an artist or scholar
to pursue that.”

On Bangladeshi artscenev

"During my recent trip, I was introduced to many
artists and renowned personalities in the
Bangladeshi cultural scene. I think Bangladesh now
has a vibrant and active art scene. I admire
Bangladeshi art. Artists here seem concerned about
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“This Is It”: The biggest concert *

film of all time

Michael Jackson's "This Is
It", the backstage docu-
mentary filmed before the
star's death in June,
became the highest-
grossing concert film
worldwide with $21.3 mil-
lion during the last week-
end, lifting its five-day total
to $32.5 million in the USA
and $68.5 million interna-
tionally, according to stu-
dio estimates from Nielsen
EDI.

The $101 million total
eclipses the record set by
"Hannah Montana/Miley
Cyrus: Best of Both Worlds
Concert Tour"”, which earned
$70.6 million worldwide last
year.

Sony Pictures, which
released the film and ini-
tially said the movie would
play for two weeks,
announced Sunday that it
would play through the
Thanksgiving weekend.
Sony's "$60 million to
acquire rights was money
well spent,” says Paul
Dergarabedian of
Hollywood.com.

"This Is It" stands to be a
juggernaut all over the world,
where Jackson's star never
came under the glare it did in
the USA. o

And considering the film
was a concert movie without
the concert, "This Is It"
earned strong reviews from
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Michael Jackson and emerging guitarist Orianthi in a

scene from“This s It".

sive singer's world. The

picture earned recommen-
dations from 80% of review-

"This is a rare glimpse into
a genius's work,"” says Sony's
Rory Bruer.
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