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Patron, outlaw held
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In another incident Jhenidah

police seized 17 firearms and
arrested two illegal arms traders
in connection with the recovery
yesterday morning.

Our correspondent from
Kushtia reported that the
arrestees there were identified
as Taslima Khan Akhi, 42, gen-
eral secretary of Kushtia town
Mahila Awami League, another
Mahila Awami League activist
Rani, 25 of Kushtia Housing
Estate area, GMF cadres Abdur
Razzak, 26 of Kalishankerpur of
Kushtia town, and Shahin, 25 of
Mahisdanga in Sadar upazila of
the town.

Police said Akhi has been a
political patron and a firearms
transporter for armed GME She
had also been arrested once
earlier in 2006 in connection
with the killing of an Awami
Jubo League leader in front of
her house, but was later
released on bail.

Acting on a tp off, three
separate police teams led by
Assistant Police Super (ASP-
Headquarters) Alamgir Hossain
stopped a Kushtia bound
microbus in Trimohoni area on
the outskirts of Kushtia town
around 10:45pm.

When the law enforcers
wanted to search the microbus,
Akhi introduced herself as a
Mahila Awami League leader
and got into an altercation with
them.

Atone stage, she tried to start
up the microbus and flee, but
police barricaded the road with
their vehicles.

Finally the law enforcers
searched the microbus and
discovered an Ak-47 rifle, a shot
gun, and 82 rounds of different
tvpesofbullets.

Police arrested all four pas-
sengers of the vehicle, and took
them to Kushtia Police Line.

A.credm Lad. Dy
Superintendent of Kushtia
Police Sahabuddin Khan inter-
rogated them.

Based on the arrestees’
confessional statements, sepa-
rate police teams then raided
different locations in Kushta
town and Daulatpur upazila,
arresting Akkas Ali, 38 of
Dangmorka of Daulatpur
upazila the same night.

According to police, Akhi
picked up the weapons from
Akkas' house around B:30pmon
instruction from top GMF
bosses Shahin and Mukul who
are now believed to bein India.

Akkas also informed police
that Biplob, a regional leader of
GME had given him the weap-
ons on September 9. Later,
Biplob was killed in police
‘crossfire’ on September 13.

After Biplob's killing, the top
leaders of the outfit needed to
save the weapons, and they
chose Akhi as the person safe
enough tobe the keeper.

The GMF leaders asked their
two cadres Razzak and Shahin
to accompany Akhi for trans-
porting the weapons from

Akkas' house. Shahin, who has
been in the business of
microbus services, is also a top
cadre of GME

According .to police, Akhi
was transporting the firearms to
her house in Aruapara of

Kushta town.

Akhi also told police that the
GMF bosses asked her to hide
the weapons in her house until
the next directive, said ASP
Alamgir Hossain.

AKHI'S CONNECTION WITH
ARMED ACTIVITIES

Police said they learned that
Akhi has been transporting
firearms for the armed under-
ground group for more than ten
vears. She has also been giving
shelter to the outfit's cadres in
her house in Kushtia town. She
has been getting handsome
amounts of money from the
outfit for the service as well. She
managed to stay out of the list of
suspects by becoming a leader
of MahilaAwami League.
JAMUMURDER

Mir Jamirul Islam Jamu, 36, a
contractor, was killed on
October 31, 2006. According to
police records, Jamu went to
Akhi'shouse on aninvitation for
dinner. As he was coming out of
Akhi's house around 10:30pm
following the dinner, a group of
unidentified people sprayed
automatic weapons fire on
Jamu killing him on the spot.

Later, GMF claimed respon-
sibility for the killing terming
Jamu as their rival. Shimu, wife
of Jamu filed a case with Sadar
police stationwithout mention-
INngany suspect’s name.

Police then arrested Akhi
from her house. The magistrate
court sent Akhi to jail. But she
was out on bail in seven days.
The caseis still pending.

2 HELD WITH 17 FIREARMS
IN JHENIDAH

Our Jhenidah correspondent
reported that police there seized
17 firearms and arrested two
illegal arms traders froma bus at
Arabpur bus stand yesterday
moming.

The arrestees are Azad
Hossain and Saidul Islam of
Andulia village in Chowgachha
upazilaofjessore.

Officer-in-charge of
Jhenidah Sadar Police Station
Anwar Hossain said they recov-
ered the firearms and arrested

the two from a Rajshahi bound

busaround 9:40am yesterday.

Jhenidah Police Super
Rezaul Karim confirmed that
the arrestees were illegal arms
traders.

He said the seized firearms
are modified air guns that were
used in different crimes. Those
were being taken to Rajshahi
zero point from Jessore BRTC
counter, he added.

‘Police arrested the two
during a drive they were con-
ducting following up on infor-
mation that a large supply of
firearms would be transported
to Rajshahi illegally through the
district.

State trashes
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Division bench hearing for
the 22nd day five convicts'
appeals against the High
Court verdict in the historic
case.

The state counsel brushed
aside the defence's claim
that the August 15 carnage
was the result of an army
mutiny and so the case has to
betried ata military court.

Anisul said there was
nothing wrong with a civil
court trying the case.

Charges are never of
mutiny; they are of cold-
blooded murders.

“Even if we agree, not
concede, for the sake of
argument that there was a
mutiny, no wrong has been
done by having the accused
tried by the civil court. For
murders were committed
along with mutiny,” he said.

He said mutiny is exclu-
sively triable by court mar-
tial. But in the event of mur-
der, the Army Act 1952 pro-

-vides concurrent jurisdiction
to both military and civil
COurts.

Anisul said the state has
complied with provisions of
both the army act and civil
code in pursuing trial of this
case.

On March 24, 1997, a
notice was sent to the then
army chief with regard to the
trial. The judge advocate
general division under
Dhaka cantonment on April
2 that year stated in a notice
that there was no bar to
trying the retired army offi-
cers under the civil law.

The state counsel said the
prosecution has not only
explained but also presented
cogent evidence as to why
there was delay in lodging
the FIR.

- An indemnity ordinance
was promulgated after the
killings of August 15 so the
perpetrators were shielded
from prosecution.

Besides, he said, fear of

L9

reprisals must have discour-
aged people from filing an
FIR as the accused persons
were influential and power-
ful.

Anisul said Khandaker
Abdur Rashid, one of the
convicts, contested the farci-
cal election of February 15,
1996, and was elected to be
the leader of the opposition.

Rashid and Syed Farooq
Rahman, another death
convict, floated a political
party styled Freedom Party.
Farooq contested the presi-
dential election in 1980, he
said.

Bazlul Huda, who too has
been condemned to death for
killing Bangabandhu and
family, was the secretary of
Freedom Party.

On coming to the power,
Ziaur Rahman rewarded the
accused with postings at
Bangladesh missions abroad.

The successive govern-
ments prevented the lodging
of the FIR, Anisul added.

PM goes
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A trade agreement might be
signed at the time to enhance
economic growth of the two
countries, Prime Minister's
Office sources said.

Meanwhile, the Bhutanese
Ambassador in Dhaka Dasho
Bap Kesang yesterday called
on Foreign Minister Dipu
Moni.

“Our country is prepared to
receive the Bangladesh prime
minister,” the Ambassador
told Dipu Moni.

Dipu Moni said the visit
would provide opportunities
for the entire gamut of bilat-
eral relations and generate
further impetus.

She also said the visits
would explore new areas of
cooperation.

Dipu Moni and other high
officials will accompany the
PM.

Patuakhali MP
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Matiur Rahman Chowdhury,

its Editor and Publisher
Mahbuba Chowdhury, tWo
reporters Abu Zafar and Zia
Shaheen, Jugantor Editor and
Publisher Salma Islam, its
Executive Editor Saiful Islam
and Barisal Bureau Chief
Akhter Faruque Shaheen,
Samakal Editor Golam Sarwar,
its Publisher AK Azad and
Patuakhali district correspon-
dent Mufti Salahuddin, and
Prothom Alo Editor and
Publisher Matiur Rahman.,

The plaintiff said he was
hurt and defamed by a series
of defamatory news and edito-
rials published in the four
dailies on differentdates.

On a petition filed by the
lawmaker the same day, the
court asked the defendants to
explain within three weeks
why they should not be
restrained from publishing all
kinds of defamatory news and
editorials against the plaintiff
and his family members in
future.

[n response to the defama-
tion suit, Judge SM Saiful
Islam ordered the defendants
to appear before the court,
and submit written state-
ments on January 6 next.

During the hearing, Rony
was presentin the court.

In his plaint, Rony said
defendants had run false,
fabricated, concocted, derog-
atory and frivolous news items
and editorials in their dailies
on different dates this year.
And these were published to
harass and humiliate him in
the eyes of right thinking
people of the society.

The plaintiff also said he
had earlier sent legal notices
on October 27 asking the
defendants to apologise
unconditionally within 48
hours from the day of receipt
of those. But they did not
respond to the notices.

IGP gets 48hrs
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HRPB lawyer and its President
Manzil Murshed told The Daily
Star that they had submitted to
HC the video footage, and
some government officials
submitted reports stating that

<carth Olling and, encroach-
sarth Gling and .en

at some points of the
rivers continued.

Manzil said the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police
Commissioner in his report
said he cannot take action
against those violating the HC
directives since they are doing
the illegal work in Savar area,
which is beyond his jurisdic-
tion.

On October 8, upon the
petition filed by the HRPB, the
HC directed the director gen-
eral of the Directorate of
Environment, Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP)
Commissioner, Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport
Authority (BIWTA) Chairman
and Deputy Commissioner of
Dhaka to visit the Turag and
Burigranga rivers and submit
to it a report within seven days.
They complied with the court
order, Manzil said.

Earlier this year, the HC in
separate orders had asked the
government to demarcate the
Buriganga, Turag, Balu and
Shitalakhya through a survey
to restore the original condi-
tion of the rivers.

The court also ordered
stopping encroachments,
earth filling and construction
ofillegal structures on those.

As per the directives, the
authorities are now conduct-

ing cadastral survey for demar-
cating therivers.

Tender-mongers
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and Monir entered his office
room on the third floor of
administrative building
around 10:20am. The attackers
beat him up, damaged valu-
ables in the room and left the
scene after disconnecting his
telephone.

In the guise of patients'
attendants, the criminals
entered the floor, said a security
guard of thedirector's office.

A peon said the cadres also
beat him up when he was
trying to resist them from
entering the director's room,
and they were equipped with
firearms and sharp weapons.

Seeking anonymity several
staffs of NICVD said some
ruling party men, who are also
local contractors, are behind
the attack as the director
barred them from manipulat-
ing the hospital tenders.

However, the director
claimed he had been trying to
prevent a gang of criminals
from doing illegal activities in
his institute for the last two and
a half years and that might have
caused the attack.

Officer-in-Charge of Sher-
e-Bangla Nagar Police Station
Mohammad Riad Hossain told

The Daily Star that the director

filed a case with the police
station accusing Titu, Fazlu,
Monir and unidentified eight
to ten attackers.
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Politicians, outlaws

FROM PAGE 1
the ruling party leaders. We do
it to save our skin from the law

enforcers from being killed in
crossfire," says a Gono Mukti
Fouz (GMF) leader on the

understanding ofanonymity.
The law-enforcement

agencies cracking down on
outlaws have also unearthed
names of some local leaders of
ruling Awami League (AL),
main opposition BNE Jamaat-
e-Islami, Jatiya Party and
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD)
who provide support as
patrons to the outlaws.

An intelligence agency has
already prepared a list of such
bigwig patrons that includes
four AL lawmakers, one law-
maker from the AL-led 14-
party alliance and seven for-
mer BNP legislators.

Sources say an eminent
lawyer and a central AL leader
have secured their place on
the list.

The ongoing crackdown on
the outlaws began on August
22 following a serious slide in
law and orderin the region.

In Kushtia, Gono Bahini
has recently killed seven
cadres of rival GMF and
dumped their severed heads
near Islami University and the
R&H Department and the
bodies a few kilometres away.

Since the beginning of the
drive, 61 suspected outlaws
were killed in 'crossfire’ dur-
ing 'encounters’ between
their cohorts and law enforc-
ers. However, the victims are
cadres of the lowest tier as the
top outlaws have already gone
into hiding, sources say.

Allegations are rife that AL
district unit General Secretary
Azgor Ali and Vice-president
Haji Rabiul bribed the law
enforcers a huge amount of
money to save the outlaw-
turned AL leaders from "extra-
judicial” execution.

Both Azgor and Rabiul
denied the allegations but
admitted that "they only
interfere when their party
leaders are held and impli-
cated inpending cases”.

They allege there are some
loyalists of the four-party
alliance in the administration
who are arresting their party
leaders and activists following
a list prepared during the
caretaker and four-party rules,

"How do you expect we
won't award tenders to our
party men who were deprived
for long?" asked Rabiul who
was earlier vice-president of
district unit Gono Forum and
[slami Shashantantra
Andolan.

MEETING WITH AN
OUTLAW LEADER

The meeting with a GMF
leader, who is in charge of a
certain area, was arranged in
West Madanpur on the out-
skirts of Kushtia town,

But soon after this corre-
spondent started for the meet-
ing venue with a mediator, the
outlaw leader changed the
spot three times in a span of
seven minutes as part of pre-
caution.,

Several men were seen
observing the situation as the
mediator rode his motorcycle
into an alley with every lamp-
post turned off. A man was
waiting at a certain spot who
disappeared and then the
expected outlaw leader turned
up.
The local mediator left this
correspondent alone for the
talks after giving a reminder
about the allocated time for
the meeting.

The outlaw leader began
the talks about their patrons in
the region and did not hesitate
to say the names of AL district
unit General Secretary Azgor
Ali and Vice-president Haji
Rabiul.

"Nowwe 're a bit tormented
as the crossfire thing has
begun again,” he said, adding
they are trying to arrange their
surrender through their politi-
cal patrons.

During the conversation,
the man suddenly said, "I'm
not able to stay here any fur-
ther," and quickly disap-
peared into the dark.

EU vow

*Ir.l.‘

The statement came following
the October 31-November 1
visit of the eight-member dele-
gation to Bangladesh. During
the time, the group met Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, minis-
ters for environment and disas-
ter management, parliamentar-
ians, NGOs and civil society
representatives.

Thedelegation hasnotmade
any financial commitment but
said it would submit an official
report to the European
Parliament that looks after
budgetary allocations.

Bangladesh must make
specific projects for effective
use of the new money, Deva
said, adding that politicians
must have a consensus on
national issues like climate
change to work together. The
opposition must debate on the
crucial issues to frame flawless
laws, henoted.

He said they were impressed
by the efforts of Bangladesh
government. He stressed that
the ultra-poor will be the first
victims of climate change and
soitis essential to do everything
to promote their fundamental
rights to adecent life.

“Bangladesh is not responsi-
ble for the imminent disasters.
So, we expect the best possible
deal [for Bangladesh] at
Copenhagen,” the British
Conservative parliamentarian
told newsmen.

Asked about Bangladesh's
demand for $500 million as
compensation from the devel-
oped world, Deva said a total
agreement is needed for this.
The amount may be even
greater than that, he noted.

"Regional cooperation is
very crucial, especially, for the
issues of water sharing of the
cross border rivers. Unless
addressed efficiently, these

Tuku
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He inspected the security
arrangements in front of
condemned cell number 5,6, 7
and 8 where the detained
killers of Bangabandhu were
kept under close security
surveillance.

He talked to the front
guards and instructed the 1G
Prisons to ensure their fool-
proofsecurity.

A Senior official of the jail
administration told the minis-
ter that all necessary precau-
tionary security measures
have also taken in the con-
demned cell. The jail authori-
ties also set up monitoring
instruments in Rajanigandha
including mobile jammer, the
official added.

He also told the minister
that one of the capital punish-
ment awardees has become
crippled and others have been
counting their days.

tonflictswill crearé even greater

risks," said Jean Lambert,
another member of the delega-
tion.

Asked about extra-judicial
killings in Bangladesh, Nirj
Deva said the rule of law must
be paramount. "A functional
democracy is not possible
without keeping rule of law
above all. Anyone violating laws
must be brought to book,” he
added.

On the opposition's parlia-
ment boycott, he said the oppo-
sition must join parliamentand
debate to frame flawless laws.
"Catastrophe is obvious if party
interest goes above national
interests.

Head of the European
Commission delegation to
Dhaka Stefan Frowen, Swedish
Ambassador Fritt F Hagstrom,
delegation members Maltese
Socialist John Attard Montalto,
German Green Franziska Keller
and Italian Liberal Niccolo
Rinaldiwere present atthe press
conference.

Hasina wants
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Bangladesh government's

development initiatives hop-
ing that the living standard of
its people would improve
under the able leadership of
Sheikh Hasina.

He congratulated Hasina
for the Awami League-led
grand alliance's landslide
victory in the December 29,
2008 parliamentary polls.

The OIC secretary general
thanked Hasina as her cabinet
on Monday ratified the proto-
col on the preferential tariff
scheme.

Ekmeleddin believes that
Bangladesh's ratification of
the protocol would further
bolster trade and business
between the OIC member
countries,

Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister Abdul Karim
and prime minister's Office
Secretary Mollah
Waheeduzzaman were also
presentduring the meet.

Professor Ekmeleddin
lhsanoglu arrived in Dhaka
yesterday on a three-day visit
at the invitation of Foreign
Minister Dipu Moni.

During the visit, the secre-
tary general will hold bilateral
meetings with the president
and other high-ranking gov-
ernmentofficials.

Ekmeleddin will pay a visit
to the Islamic Foundation and
attend the 23rd convocation
ceremony of the Islamic
University of Technology
(IUT), which is a subsidiary
organ ofthe OIC.

He is also expected to visit
Dhaka University and delivera
speech on 'OIC's Vision
Meeting the Challenges of the
2lstCentury'ataseminar,

Religion
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Shushashoner Janney Nagorik
(Shujan) organised the
roundtable styled "Considering
the education policy of
Bangladesh" at the Jatiya Press
Clubinthe capital.

In the keynote paper, Shujan
president Prof Muzaffer Ahmad
said it is not rational to say that
religion and moral education
are neglected in the policy as the
subjects are made mandatory in
the general education from
class [11to classVIIL.

The subjects like the Quran,
Tajbid, Akayid and Figah were
included in the proposed cur-
riculum for madrasa apart from
the religion and moral educa-
tion from class 11 to class VIII
there, hesaid.

"Those who are saying that
the policy ignored religion and
moral education have not read
it properly as it emphasised
religious education,” headded.

Prof Muzaffer said, "Why is
there so much talking about the
matter? There might be a politi-
calmotivebehindit.

"I do not think the report has
any insufficiency regarding
teaching of religion and moral-
ity from educational point of
view. The committee fully
approved religious and moral
education,” headded.

However, the policy does not
have direction aboutinfrastruc-
ture and measures while
extending the primary level, he
said, suggestingits quick imple-
mentation.

Former education minister
Sheikh Shahidul Islam said the
subjects which were made
mandatory for all would be an
extra burden for the madrasa
students as usually "less” men-
torious students study there.

He also said the proposal to
extend primary level up to class
VIII is "irrational” and "quite
impossible"” to implement as it

needs huge infrastructure and «

resources.

Hesuggested that the educa-
tion policy be reviewed and the
government take more time
before going for its implemen-
tation.

Dr Kazi Saleh Ahmed, for-
mer vice-chancellor of
Jahangimagar University, said
there would be difficulties in
extending primary level as most
ofthe teachers of thislevelin the
rural areas are not capable of

‘téaching ‘subjects like English

and mathematics.

He suggested implementa-
tion of the policy on a pilot basis
before going for its full imple-
mentation.

Prof Syed Anwar Husain of
Dhaka University said the policy
is not considered as a policy asit
cannot be done in only four
months.

The people who never think,

speak or write about education |

were involved in the process of
formulating the policy, he said,
adding though it was a start, the
government should take more
time beforeitsimplementation.

DrManzoor Ahmed of BRAC
University said the new educa-

tion policyis entirely acceptable |

if we consider it from the per-
spective of directions as the
policy gives directions. A policy
never gives solution to all prob-
lems, headded.

Columnist Syed Abul
Maksud moderated the
roundtable, while Badiul Alam
Majumder, secretary of Shujan,
Dr Anwarul Haque, former
director general of National
Academy for Educational
Management (NAEM),
Mahmudur Rahman Manna
and Biren Shikder, MP also
spoke.

UN chief
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"At the same time, realistically
speaking, we may not be able
to have all the words on
detailed matters."

He added: "We need the
political will, if there is a politi-
cal will I'm sure there is a way
we can conclude a binding
agreement.”

Brown said he thought a
deal was possible and restated
his pledge to attend the talks
in person.

"We will leave no stone
unturned in the next few
weeks," hesaid.

“We believe it's possible to
get an agreement on long-
term targets and intermediate
targets.”

Hopes for a legally binding
agreement on slashing carbon
pollution by the United
Nations conference in
Copenhagen in December are
fading, and diplomats have
instead set their sights on a
political deal, sources say,

Negotiators from more
than 190 countries are meet-
ing in Barcelona this week fora
final round of talks before the
December 7-18 conference in
Denmark.

The aim is to craft a new
pact on climate change
beyond 2012 but the negotia-
tions are mired in discord over
how to apportion carbon
emission cuts and finance a
switch to lower-pollution
technology.
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PM pledges
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Centre in the capital marking
the Jail Killing Day.

Earlier she paid rich tributes
to the four leaders by placing
wreaths on the portrait of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman at Dhanmondi to
commemorate theday.

She also offered special
prayers for the salvation of the
departed souls of the leaders as
well as victims of August 15,
1975 massacre while visiting
Banani graveyard.

The four liberation war
heroes -- Syed Nazrul Islam,
acting president of 1971
Bangladesh government in
exile, Tajuddin Ahmed, prime
minister of the same govern-
ment, M Mansoor Ali, finance
minister, and AHM
Quamruzzaman, minister for
home affairs, relief and rehabili-
tation -- were killed brutally
inside the Dhaka Central Jail on
November 3 in 1975 within less
than three months after the
assassination of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

AL organised the discussion
with party presidium member
Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury in the
chair.

The High Court (HC) last
year awarded death sentence to
Risaldar (retd) Muslemuddin,
stillon the run, and acquitted six
former military men including
Syed Farook Rahman, Sultan
Shahriar Rashid Khan, Bazlul
Huda and AKM Mohiuddin
Ahmed of charges in the jail
killing case.

The government on
September 14 filed five separate
leave-to-appeal petitions with
the Supreme Court (SC) against
the HC verdict.

State Minister for Law
Qamrul Islam yesterday said the
government will seek hearing
on leave-to-appeal in the case
as the trial court earlier gave
death sentences to three
accused and life imprisonment
to six others, but the HC upheld
death sentence ofoneaccused.

Addressing the discussion,
the prime minister said the

defeated liberation war forces
killed the four leaders after the
assassination of the father of the
nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman in a bid to
jeopardise the independence
and sovereignty of the country.

Since the government
assumed office and took initia-
tive to hold trial of war criminals
and conduct appeal hearing on
the Bangabandhu murder case,
among others, the conspirators
started fresh plot against the
government to save the killers.

Directing her party men to
remain alert against any kind of
conspiracy and foil it to keep
democracy unharmed, Hasina
firmly said there would be no
place for the criminals and
militants in the country and her
government would establish
Bangladesh as a most peaceful
countryin the Southeast Asia.

The prime minister also
directed the party leaders to
work towards fulfilling partys
commitment that it gave to the
people before the ninth parlia-
mentaryelection.

Awami League general
secretary Syed Ashraful Islam,
party leaders Matia
Chowdhury, Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim, Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgir, Abdul Latf Siddiqui,
Satis Chandra Roy, Mohammad
Nasim, Mahbubul Alam Hanif
and Dipu Moni, among others,
spoke at the discussion.

Earlier in the morning Home
Minister Sahara Khatun, State
Minister Shamsul Haque Tuku,
Qamrul Islam and AL lawmaker
Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin placed
the wreaths at cell no.1 in the jail
commemorating the killing of
fournationalleaders.

Sahara said Bangabandhu
memorial museum and four
national leaders' memorial
museum will be built beside
their cell to commemorate
Bangabandhu and the killing of
the four national leaders.

AL and its front organisa-
tions and other socio-cultural
political organisations also
organised various programmes
tomark the day.

Aug 21 suspects
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Senior ASP Abdul Kahar

Akand of CID, the
Investigation Officer (10) of
the case, summpned . the
then chiefs of the National
Security Intelligence (NSI),
Special Branch (SB) and CID
for appearing at the CID
headquarters, sources said.

According to sources, the
IO also sought internal
reports of the three intelli-
gence agencies on the gre-
nade attack incident to
review it.

CID sources said they
would also bring Huji
founder Salam and Hujl
Chief Mufti Abdul Hannan
and two other detained
leaders--Jewel and Tamim
Hossain--face to face within
this week to cross check their
statements,

Sources said the CID
already has issued letters to
the CID, SB and NS! authori-
ties seeking their internal
reports on the incident as
well as to the then chiefs of
the three agencies. But the

| CID could not send letter to

the then NSI boss as he
remains detained in connec-
tion with the Chittagong
arms haul case,

Talking to The Daily Star,
[O Abdul Kahar Akand said,
"We have been quizzing
Lutfozzaman Babar, Muft
Abdul Hannan and Abdus
Salam spontaneously and
bringing them face to face
gradually.”

Replying to a query, the 10
said, "We mayaskany person
to appear at the CID office
for the sake ofinvestigation.”

Special Superintendent
(SS-Metro) Meer Shahidul
[slam of the CID told The
Daily Star, "The CID is going
to pray before the court
tomorrow (Wednesday) for a
fresh remand for Babar for
further grilling.”

Sources said the CID
needs further remand for
Babar as names of some
influential persons were
disclosed by Babar, Salam
and Hannan. The influential
persons would also be sum-
moned for quizzing and
brought face to face.

According to sources,
among the detained Huji
leaders, CID sorted out
Hannan, Jewel and Tamim as
the important persons and,
therefore, the CID decided to
bring them in front of Salam
for justifying their state-
ments.

Meanwhile, 10 of the
August 21 grenade attack
investigation misleading
case ASP Rownakul Hugq
Chowdhury on Monday
cross-checked the state-
ments of detained BNP
leader Babar and former ASP
Ruhul Amin of CID, who was
an 10 during the BNP-led
four-party alliance govern-
ment.

ASP Rownakul Hug told
The Daily Star, "Former SS
Ruhul Amin and ASP Abdur
Rashid came to the CID
office to face grilling while

Ruhul Amin was brought in
front of Babar for cross
checking theirstatements.”

Former ASP Munshi
Atiqur Rahman “could not
come t0 the CID office due to
his seekness but he would
come on next Sunday, ASP
Rownak said.
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The government however could

not do much to arrest the
extremist group's advance-
ment.

That it was alive and kicking
despite the crackdown was
manifest in its attempt to
launch an attack on the prime
minister in 2000.

After the botched attempt,
Huji wentinto hiding and opted
for covert operation and net-
work building.

Beginning in the late 90s, it
had been involved in many
major terror strikes in the coun-
try.

Under growing pressure at
home and abroad, the BNP-led
four-party alliance government
banned the group and arrested
a few of its leaders in October
2005.

However, less than a year
into the ban, Huji leaders held a
public rally in the Baitul
Mukarram mosque area under
the banner of Sachetan Islami
Janata (conscious Islamic
people) onAugust 18, 2006.

They claimed they had
appeared in the rally following
talks with the then government
high-ups.

Talking to The Daily Star at
that time, some Huji cadres
confirmed that top leaders
including Moulana Salam,
Moulana Rahmatullah alias
Sheikh Farid and ex-BNP dep-
uty minister Abdus Salam
Pintu's brother Moulana
Tajuddin had attended the
Baitul Mukarram rally.

Detained Salam Pintu and
on-the-run Tajuddin are among
the charge-sheeted accused in
the August 21 grenade attack
case.

Following a public outcry
after the rally, the Huji leaders
refrained from organising open
programmes for the next couple
of years,

In the election year 2008,
Huji leaders floated IDP and
sought registration with the
Election Commission.

According to their claims,
they formed a 15-member
convening committee in May
that year and had now detained
Moulana Salam as convener.

Salah Uddin Shoaib
Choudhury and Dr Richard L
Benkin, an American citizen,
helped in efforts to portray IDP
in a positive light in the devel-
oped countries.

IDP also claimed to have
formed committees in all dis-
(ricts.

The EC however rejected its
application for registration as
the outfit's charter contradicted
the constitution of the republic.




