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Profile
Samir Baul: Exploring new horizons
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HOSSAIN SERA), Magura

Samir Hossain, popularly
known as ‘Samir Baul', is an
accomplished baul singer of
the country. Now he is eager
to devote himself in
researching Lalon's philoso-
phy and songs as he thinks
that the bard's lyrical works
are a beacon for human
beings.

“The lyrics of Lalon's
song, '‘Manush chhara
kKheparey tui mool harabi,
manush bujhley shonar
manush hobi..." firstinspired
me in this direction,” said
Samir Baul in a conversation
with this correspondent.

Samir Baul, who hails
from Karchadanga village
under Chaulia union in
Magura sadar upazila, is now
a regular artiste of BTV as
well as private channels,
including Banglavision, Rtv,
Diganto Television and ntv.

He is often featured on the
BTV musical show, tiled
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sald Samir,
whose song and dance per-

Instructor,”
formances went on to rivet
audiences in Magura. How-
ever, he went on to add, af
that stage he never thought
of performing on TV or in the
capital city.

"I gathered enough cour-
age (o go to Dhaka only in the
year 2000 to perform on the
footpaths, inspired by the
then Deputy Commissioner
(DC) of Magura, Nuruzza-
Khan,”
nisced,

"He (the DC) suggested
that I should struggle to
establish myself as a per-
formerin Dhaka,” he added.

Samir started performing
spiritual songs at the mazar
(shrine) of Hazrat Shah Ali
(R) in Dhaka which he con-
tinued foraboutamonth.

From there he came in
with Salahuddin,
then an official of Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy

man Samir remi-

contact

=

"Hijol Tamal”, that is aired on
the last Wednesday of every
month.

Samir Baul

(BSA), and got the opportu-
nity to perform folk songs at

T'hat's not all. On the 15th
of every month, he partici-
pates in a Bangladesh Betar
(radio) programme on Lalon
songs and philosophy along
with eminent singers
Kangalini Sufia and Tuntun
Baul,

Samir was born in an
impoverished family. Life
delivered some extremely
hard knocks right from his

mother Chhutu Bibi; Samir
was just five months old
then. He was brought up by
his grandmother.

“I had my first brush with
the world of melody at the
tender age of six. It was
Amulyo Biswas, a teacher of
my local primary school,
who inspired my in this
direction,” said Samir.

Forced by poverty, he

at a very young age. With his
innate talent for acting,
singing and dancing, with
the help of some local people
he joined a jatra party (of
Shatrujitpur area in Magura
sadar upazila) called
Probhati Opera.

"Kanchiram
Jagla village gave me my first
lessons in music, while Ali
Master of the then Probhati

Master of

a function arranged by BSA.
The audience was just as
captivated by his perfor-
mance asin Magura.

After his performance at
Shilpakala, Samir's reputa-
tion spread far and wide,
Today apart from being a
regular performer on several
TV channels and Bangladesh
Betar, he is also sought after
by cultural organisers in

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Amar Bangla
Photographer;
Nalbuddin Ahmed
Venue: National
Museumn Auditorium
Date: November 7
Time: 6pm

Artistes with a dream

Cultural programme.at Shahid
Shadhan Music College

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna
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Shahid Shadhan Music College, Pabna recently organised a
reception for new students at its campus, At the function,
teachers, students, governing body members and the elite
of the district headquarters emphasised the need for the
college to create real artistes, The event included a discus-
sion and cultural programme,

Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Moha-mmad
Saidur Rahman, also the president of college governing
body, chaired the discussion, while the former principal of
Pabna Government Bulbul College Professor Shibojit Nag
was the chief guest,

The speakers were principal of the Music College Abdul
Matin Khan, principal of Adarsha Mahila College Idris Ali
Bishwas, trustee of Bangladesh Hindu Kalyan Trust Ganesh
Ghosh, secretary of Bonomali Institute Abul Masud and
secretaryof Red Crescent Society Abdul Hamid Khan.

Shahid Shadhan Music College -- ane of the three such
institutions across the country -- has created artistes ever
since Independence so it should get government support.
I'he college is also beset with problems -- there are not
enough teachers or other educational facilities, speakers
expressed. They also vowed to help the college groom real
artistes, imbued with the spirit of the martyred freedom
fighters,

Shahid Shadhan Music College was established in 1972, in
memory of Shadhan, a martyred freedom fighter and tal-
ented artiste.

The college was closed in 1975 after a political change in
Bangladesh. Later the college resumed operations in 1998
and is going strong since then, said Mohammad Abdul Matin
Khan, principal of the college.

The new students or 'freshers’ cherish their own ambi-
tions. We are fortunate to gain admission in Shahid
Shadhan Music College. Our dream is to gra

M,

istes, said Upodesh 'Roy and Kalpona Khatumi :

year students of the college.

Next on the cards was a cultural programme. Music
teachers of the college, Fulorenu Das, Abul Hashem. Abul
Kashem and Shandipa Sarkar conducted the programme
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Solo Painting

Exhibition
Titls: Cdund md Nature,
Rivythm
Artist: Gulshan Hnuu‘nd
Vanue: Bengal Gallery
Fing Arts, H 275/F, Rd 27
cid), Dhanmondi
ats: Oclober 30-
Noverrber 10
Time: 128pm

Elton John has serious
case of e-coli and flu

Rocket Man is feeling under the weather.

Alter cancelling a string of shows in his native UK, Elton John
has followed doctor's orders and postponed three upcoming
concerts in Seattle and Portland "due to a serious case of e-colj
bacterial infection and influenza, " his official website states.

A spokesman clarified that the 62 year-old musician “has flu
andisabsolutely fine,” BBC News reported Sunday.

John has been performing in the U.S. with co-headliner Billy
Joelfor their "Face 2 Face” arena tour; Joel's "flu-like symptoms”
temporarily put the brakes on their tour back in July.

According to the UK's Daily Mail, Elton John entered the King
Edward V1l Hospital in Marylebone, London, on Friday.

John is the latest British singer to have sickness keep him from
the stage -- former Smiths frontman Morrissey was hospitalised
last weekend after collapsing during a solo gig in Swindon
England.
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