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ez US trying to determine
Iran's nuke response

prison escape’
Senate panel okays sweeping sanctions

AFP, Amman

AFP, Washington She added that Washington, the IAEA,
France and Russia "are all united and
showing resolve in responding to the
Iranian response.”

The IAEA sald Thursday that the
watchdog's director Mohamed
ElBaradel had “received an initial
response from the Iranian authorities to
his proposal to use Iran's low-enriched
uranium for manufacturing fuel for ...
the Tehran Research Reactor,” without
giving further details.

Iranian media sald meanwhile Tehran
was seeking some changes to the fuel
supply proposals, and the country's
envoy to the IAEA said he expected to be
involved in further negotiations.

Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad however insisted his gov-
ernment, which has for years been in a
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Deposed Iraql president
Saddam Hussein planned to
escape from his US-run prison
in 2006 with the help of loyal-
ists, including former body-
guards, according to a book
written by one of his lawyers.

‘Saddam’s plan to escape
prison was supposed to take
place in the summer of 2008,
with the backing of the Iraqi
resistance and a special force
of bodyguards,” Khalil al-
Dulaimi wrote In "Saddam
Hussein Out of US Prison:
What Happened.”

"Under the plan, the Iragi
fighters were given orders to
attack Baghdad's Green Zone and
the headquarters of the US
Marines at the capital's airport,
betore raiding his jail" at Camp
Cropper near the airport, accord -
ing to acopy of the 480-page book
obtained by AFP thisweek.

tense standoff with the West over its
refusal to heed repeated UN Security
Council ultimatums to suspend uranium
enrichment, was ready to strike a deal.

Earlier the US Senate Banking
Committee on Thursday approved a
sweeping package of economic sanctions
aimed at Iran, one of many efforts by
lawmakers to compel Tehran to freeze its
suspectnuclear programme.

The panel, led by Democratic Senator
Christopher Dodd, voted 23-0 to pass the
legislation, which notably ets firms
that help the Islamic republic obtain
refined petroleum products like gasoline,

The vote came as the US State
Department sald Washington awaited a
“formal response” from Tehran to a UN.
brokered plan on nuclear cooperation
with major powers.

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said
yesterday the United States was still trying
to determine the extent of Iran's response
1o a UN-brokered plan on nuclear coop-
eration with major powers.

“We are working to determine exactly
what they are willing to do, whether this
was an Initial response that Is an end
response or whether it's the beginning of
getting to where we expect them to end
up,” Clinton told CNN television.

Hillary said the United States was
“seeking clarification” on Iran's response
a day after the International Atomic
Energy Agency said it had received a
response from Tehran without giving any
details ofits contents,

PHOTO AFP

Toppled Honduran President Manuel Zelaya (L) greets Brazil's alternate representative to the OAS,
Lineu de Paula (C), at the Brazilian embassy in Tegucigalpa yesterday. Honduran de facto leader
Roberto Micheletti said that he had agreed to reinstate Zelaya in a deal aimed at ending the country’s
political crisis.

Honduras rivals strike
deal to end deadlock

AP, Tegucigalpa

e

Representatives of ousted
President Manuel Zelaya
finally reached an agreement
with the interim government
that could help end the
monthslong dispute over
Honduras' June 28 coup, and
possibly pave the way for
Zelaya's reinstatement.

The Organisation of
American States announced
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have agreed to throw his fate
into the hands of a congress
that has largely supported
interim President Roberto
Micheletti.

"We are optimistic because
Hondurans can reach agree-
ments that are fulfilled,”
Zelaya told Radio Globo, an
opposition station. “This
signifies my return to power in
the coming days, and peace
for Honduras.”

The agreement, if it holds,
could represent a much-
needed foreign policy victory

dispatched a senior team of
diplomats to coax both sides
backto the table.

Speaking to reporters in
Islamabad, US Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton
called it "an historic agree-
ment,” noung "this is a big
step forward for the inter-
Americansystem."

The agreement appears to
soften Micheletti’s previous
stance that the Supreme Court

high court would make a
recommendation, but the
final decision would appar-
ently be left to a vote in
Congress.

The agreement would
create a power-sharing gov-
ernment and bind both sides
to recognise the Nov. 29 presi-
dential elections. The interna-
tional community had threat-
ened to not recognise the vote
if Zelaya is not reinstated, but
on Thursday, OAS Political
Affairs Secretary Victor Rico
told reporters that "the United

accompany Honduras in the
elections” as a result of the
accord.

Clinton said the elections
would go forward and the US
will work with Honduras to
ensure theelection is legitimate.

The deal was greeted by all
sides as a victory in the long-
running dispute that has polar-
ized the country and mired it in
diplomaticisolation.

"Tonight I am pleased to

beginning of the end to the
political situation in the coun-
try,” Micheletti said in a tele-
vised address.

The team of US diplomats
had worked over the last two
days to coax both sides back to
the table.

"This is a great moment for
Honduras, and its people
should be proud that
Hondurans have achieved this
accord,” said Tom Shannon,
US assistant secretary of state
for Western Hemisphere
Affairs, who arrived with the

US alerts travellers to
India to Mumbai-type
terror attacks

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
Washington,

In the run up to the first anni-
versary of 26/11 Mumbai
terror attacks, the US has
iIssued a travel alert on India
saying Washington “contin-
ues to receive information
that terrorist groups may be
planning attacks in India”,
['he alert comes even as

DelhiOct30-31.

“Terrorists and their
sympathisers have demon-
strated their willingness and
capability to attack targets
where Americans or
Westerners are known to
congregate or visit,” the State
Department said in a new
travel alert replacing one
issued Sep 12.

“The November 2008
attacks in Mumbai provided
a vivid reminder that hotels
and other public places are
especially attractive targets

alert said urging US citizens
“to practice good security,
maintain a heightened
situational awareness and a
low profile.”

The alert valid till Jan 28
also advised Americans to
monitor local news reports
and consider the level of
security present when visit-
ing public places, including
religious sites, or choosing

The new warning comes
days after the FBI busted a
plot by Pakistan-based
terrorist outfit Lashkar-e-
Taiba to carry out terrorist
attacks in India using an
American national. FBI had
Wednesday accused 49-
year-old David Coleman
Headley, who was arrested
early this month along with
a Canadian of Pakistan
origin, of being in close
contact with LeT leaders
and helping the outfit in

planning a terror attack in

AU, US slap sanctions on Guinea

AFP, Abuja

African leaders and the United
States have joined the
European Union in imposing
fresh sanctions on Guinea's
military rulers after last
month's massacre of scores of
opposition supporters,

Heads of states who sit on
the African Union Peace and
Security Council decided "to
take all the necessary mea-
sures towards the implemen-
tation of targeted sanctions
including denial of visas,

travel restrictions and freezing
of assets,” a statement said
Thursday in the Nigerian
capital Abuja.

The sanctions will target
junta leader Captain Moussa
Dadis Camara "as well as mem-
bers of the government and any
of the civilian or military per-
sons whose activities are aimed
at maintaining the unconstitu-
tional status quo in Guinea.”

“The sanctions will enter
into force immediately,” said
the head of the AU peace and
security commission,

Ramtane Lamamra.

A list of persons targeted by
the sanctions is to be sent to
the United Nations, the Arab
League, the Organisation of
The Islamic Conference and a
grouping of French-speaking
countries in order to give the
measures "a universal charac-
ter,” said the statementL

Washington also imposed
new travel sanctions on the
junta, barring entry to the
United States to some of its
members, the State
Department said Thursday.
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PHOTO AFP
Palestinian schoolgirls cross a flooded street following heayy rains in the al-Shati refugee camp in.

for the United States, which States and the OAS will USdelegationWednesday. for ‘terrorist groups,” the ‘India. Gaza City on Thursday.
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