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Obama in no hurry to send
extra troops to Afghanistan

make up his mind on war commander :
General Stanley McChrystal's request for -
40,000 more troops before the Afghan -
run-off election on November 7, but :

AFP, Jacksonville

US President Barack Obama is vowing
that despite criticism that he is dithering,
he will not rush a fateful decision on
whether to send tens of thousands more
troops to Afghanistan.

Obama on Monday promised US
troops a clear mission before pitching
them into the worsening battle, after
conducting the latest meeting of his war
council, which is mounting an exhaustive
review of Afghan and Pakistan strategy.

He spoke on another grim day for US
troops in Afghanistan, after 14 Americans
died in two helicopter crashes, under-
scoring the growing toll of the increas-
ingly unpopular eight-year war.

"I will never hesitate to use force to
protect the American people or our vital
interests, | also promise you this -- and
this is very important as we consider our
next steps in Afghanistan,” Obama told
military personnel in Florida.

“I will never rush the solemn decision

of sending you into harm's way.

"I won't risk your lives unless it is
absolutely necessary, and if it is neces-
sary, we will back youup.

"Because you deserve the strategy, the
clear mission, the defined goals and the
equipment and support you need to get
the jobdone.” :

Obama critics, some senior
Republicans among them, have com-
plained Obama's weeks-long security
review is dragging on too long. Former
vice president Dick Cheney last week
accused the president of "dithering.”

The president flew to Florida from
Washington, after meeting his top
national security advisors in the White
House Situation Room.

The talks ran longer than expected,
White House spokesman Robert Gibbs
said, but added there was no change (o
the expectation that Obama would
announce the eagerly awaited decision
"in the coming weeks."

Obama said last week that he might
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might notannounce the decision.

Political pressure over the war is .
mounting on Obama, following revela- -
tions of corruption in the Afghan govern- ;
ment, a quickening insurgency and a

spike in deaths of US and Nato troops.

In his remarks at a naval air station in
Jacksonville, Florida, Obama paid tribute ;
to 14 American service personnel killed in :
two helicopter crashes in Afghanistan, .
saying they died to thwart al-Qaeda’s -

hopes ofa terror haven.

"Our prayers are with these service :
members, their civilian colleagues and the .

families who loved them, " said Obama.
“While no words can ease the ache in

comfort in knowing this: like all those

they were doing their duty and they were
doing this nation proud.

ANI, Islamabad

ends without major
breakthrough

PHOTO AFP

| Afghan pedestrians walk past an election poster of Abdullah
their hearts today, may they find some :

* Abdullah, former Afghan foreign minister in Kabul yesterday.
iv ir lives i ica . Afghanistan's presidential rivals are reigniting their campaigns fora
pbal st Ll o . second round of vote, but analysts question whether a new election

© canbe credible as calls foragovernment of national unity persist.

. ANI, Washington
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Situation in Afghanistan
is deteriorating: EU

AFP, London

Political reform and corruption-free government are almost
non-existent in some areas of Afghanistan despite years of US
and European assistance, an EU report cited by the Financial
Times said Monday.

"“The situation in Afghanistan is deteriorating,” the EU report
said, according to the London-based newspaper on its website.

"We are not only faced with a critical security situation.
Progress on political reform, governance and state-building is
too slow, and in some parts of the country almost non-existent.”

The report was prepared for a two-day meeting of EU foreign
ministers that started Monday in Luxembourg.

The European Union is expected to announce exira
resources Tuesday for Afghanistan and a commitment to target
corruption and strengthen government.

EU civilian aid for Afghanistan currently amounts to almost
one billion euros (1.5 billion dollars, 912 million pounds) a year.

Afghanistan's August elections were tainted by fraud, and
presidential candidate Abdullah Abdullah demanded on
Monday the [firing of Afghanistan's Independent Election
Commission chiefahead of next month’s run-off poll.

"The new strategy recognises the centrality of the political
task in Afghanistan,” said Carl Bildt, the foreign minister of
Sweden, which holds the EU's rotating presidency.

"If we don't put in place some sort of functioning state in
Afghanistan, some system of governance, then all our other
efforts will fail. There is a new recognition of that,” Bildt told the
Financial Times.

Zardari, Sharif meeting§ Kerry rules out use of US
troops in Pakistan

country,” he added.

He also said the Obama administration is

A Pakistani policeman checks the identity card of a colleague in front of the National Assembly dur-
ing the address by Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Islamabad on Monday after secu-

rity red alert on Constitution Avenue,
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Both parties said it was "positive, productive and good for the :
democratic process”.

While addressing a press conference, PML-N Chairman Raja
Zafarul Haq had said that both parties had discussed the secu- © gnnroach.
rity situation across the country and also agreed that terrorism .
must be eliminated.

According to reports, Zardari had also agreed to the PML-N
demand for the repeal of the 17th Amendment and the imple-
mentation of the Charter of Democracy (CoD) as soon as possible.

"The two sides reiterated theircommitment to uphold demo- :
cratic principles as laid down in the CoD," The Daily Times
quoted statement by the Presidency, as saying.

While, the PML-N assured Zardari that it would not destabi-
lise the Government, it warned that the PPP's "poor gover- :
. mitments necessary to win back their own

nance” could derail country's the democratic system,

. . ‘ .+ USSenator from Massachusetts John Kerry has
A much-awaited meeting between Pakistan President Asif Ali :

Zardari .and Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) chiel - ¢op, (s troops to combat militants on Pakistani

Nawaz Sharif concluded without any major breakthrough on - soil.

said that the Obama administration would not

Kerry also emphasised that it is a fight that

* the Pakistanis have to engage in and fight out,
. asserting that Islamabad can best overcome
. militant challenges through a homegrown

"We're not going to send troops by any

. significant numbers of any kind to Pakistan. We
. may have some people training or helping if
. that's something they (Pakistanis) decide they
- want," The News quoted Kerry, as saying.

"This is a country with a history and with an

. ability to be able to deliver - in some cases more
- rapidly than others. They now need to get coor-
- dinated. Our hope is that they are now getting

on the track and beginning to make the com-

working towards strengthening Pakistan's
ability to control economic or security chal-
lenges.

"Pakistan is going to determine - the out-
come is going to be determined by the
Pakistanis themselves making a choice about
whether or not they are going to stand up to the
Taliban and assert their democratic values. |
believe theywill. [ think they are,"” Kerry said.

"I think the White House is trying to figure
out the best ways in which to empower them to
do that. It can'tbe an American-driven policy. It
can't have an American imprint or footprint.
T'his really has to be homegrown, and that's
what we 're really working with the Pakistanis to
achieve." He added.

Kerry further said that the US is working to
provide assistance to Pakistan in order to
empower them to undertake efforts to enforce
security in their country.

Solution of Kashmir critical

for better Indo-Pak ties
Says Qureshi |

ANI, Muzaffarabad

Pakistan Foreign Minister, Shah Mehmood Qureshi, has said
that a solution to the Kashmir dispute is critical for better ties
between Pakistan and India.

He also emphasised that there was a dire need to resolve the
issue in accordance with the aspirations of Kashmuiris.

Qureshi further said that the Pakistan Government had
invited Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh for the resump-
tion of composite dialogue, which was necessary for ensuring
peaceintheregion.

The Foreign Minister has regularly raised his voice for a solu-
tion to the Kashmir dispute. In the recent past he had also held
inter-ministerial meetings and taken Kashmiri representatives
from both sides of the border into confidence.

He had also discussed the issue during his meeting with
Indian External Affairs Minister SM Krishna last month.

Stoking terror will backfire

India tells Pakistan

UNI, New Delhi

Asserting that Pakistan was abetting terrorism
in India, especially Jammu and Kashmir, Union
Health Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad yesterday
said the frequent terror attacks in Pakistan
indicated that those who promote terrorism
cannot themselves escape fromit.

"'Pakistan has an agenda to abet terrorism in
the Valley which has been a victim of such
attacks for two decades,'' Azad said.

"India has been a victim of across- the-
border terror for a very long time. We have faced
terrorism in Punjab which is still continuing in
J&K. But now, Pakistan is being targeted every
second day...This proves that those who pro-
mote terror, can't escape it too," 'the former
Jammu and Kashmir chief minister averred.

He was addressing the 2nd International

Conference ‘Terrorism -- National and
International’ organised by Jama Masjid
United Forum (JMUF).

"“Terror attacks affect the FDI growth which
is vital for country's economic growth.
Terrorism has a very detrimental impact from
the economic point of view. The Jaipur and IT
Bangalore blasts, and the 26/11 Mumbai car-
nage depict the larger gameplan of the terror-
ists to destabilise India, ' the senior Congress
leader said.

Azad said terrorists have wrecked havoc on
the tourism sector in J&K and its people stand
helpless in front of militancy. "'Its the Muslims
who have suffered the most in the Valley
because of terrorism.

Thousands of people, including 14,808
Muslims and 17,47 Hindus, have fallen prey to
terrorismin the last two decades,'" he claimed.
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Anti-Taliban offensive in Pakistan

Tens of thousands of refugees flee South Waziristan

Arm's( says 200,000
of nstan’s

600,000 inhabdtants
have fed theirr homes

' Pak journalist
claims life under
threat following
US agency expose

ANI, Islamabad

A Pakistani journalist claims
to have been receiving life
threats from a US agency for
critically writing against the
Obama administration and
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Lanka govt may
sign treaty
banning
landmine

AFP, Colombo

\U

Sri Lanka may consider joining
the global treaty banning land-
mines following the govern-
ment's defeat of separatist Tamil
Tiger rebels, the army chief said
yesterday.

Sri Lanka had previously
refused to sign up to the 1997
Ottawa Convention against
landmines, arguing that the
military could not unilaterally
abandon mines in their bloody
fight against the Tamil Tigers.

“"With the end of conflict (in
May), we have had the opportu-
nity to review Sri Lanka's posi-
tion,” Lieutenant General Jagath
Jayasuriyasaid.

The Sri Lankan military
estimates that there could be 1.5
million mines scattered across
the island's north, Jayasuriya
told a seminar in the capital
Colombo.
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A young Sri Lankan asylum-seeker holds up a placard during a

protest on board his boat at Merak seaport in Serang, on
Indonesia’s Javaisland, on Monday.

Some Indian states found wanting
on religious freedom: US

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, Washington

A US government report gave top rating to the
Indian government for doing its best to protect
religious freedom, but criticised some state and
local governments for imposing limits on this
freedom.

"The National Government generally
respected religious freedom in practice; how-
ever, some state and local governments
imposed limits on this freedom,” the State
Department said Monday in its
Congressionally mandated annual report on
International Religions Freedom.

"Although the vast majority of citizens of
every religious group lived in peaceful coexis-
tence, some organised societal attacks against
minority religious groups occurred,” the report
said alleging "the state police and enforcement
agencies often did not act swiftly to effectively
counter such attacks.”

Releasing the report covering 198 countries,

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton hoped it "will
encourage exsting religious freedom move-

ments around the world and promote dialogue
among governments and within societies.'

The report said the phrase 'generally
respected’ signifies that the government
attempted to protect religious freedom in the
fullest sense and was ‘thus the highest level of
respect for religious freedom assigned' by it.

Religious extremists, it noted, committed
numerous terrorist attacks throughout India,
including the Novernber 2008 attacks in Mumbai
that targeted luxury hotels, a crowded railway
station, a Jewish centre, a hospital, and restaurants.

The report noted 40 persons died and 134
were injured as 'violence erupted in August
2008 in Orissa after individuals affiliated with
left-wing Maoist extremists killed a Hindu
religious leader in Kandhamal, one of the coun-
try’s poorest districts.’

“Although most victims were Christians, the
underlying causes that led to the violence have
complex ethnic, economic, religious, and
political roots related to land ownership and

government-reserved employment and educa-
tional benefits,” it said. s A SR

Karzai rebutts calls for
sacking of election
commission chief

AFP, Kabul

President Hamid Karzai's office brushed off new calls yesterday
for Afghanistan’s election chief to be sacked ahead of a run-off
poll, saying there was no reason for his head to roll over first-
round fraud.

Presidential spokesman Humayun Hamidzada said a
demand by Karzai's challenger Abdullah Abdullah for
Independent Electoral Commission chairman Azizullah Ludin
to be immediately replaced had no basis in law and the IEC chief
had done "absolutely nothingwrong".

But as Karzai's camp threw its support behind Ludin, a lead-
ing think tank said the IEC chiefand other officials implicated in
the fraud on August 20 should be replaced before the November
7 run-off.

“In the remaining days before the second round, IEC chair-
man Azizullah Ludin should be replaced, and IEC staff and
government officials implicated in the fraud should be
removed,” said the International Crisis Group.

Karzai was forced into a run-off against Abdullah when he fell
fractionally short of the 50 percent threshold in the first round,

after around a third of his initial tally of votes were disqualified
through fraud.

Tigers fast dying out
despite campaigns

AP, Andu

Theworld's tiger population is declining fast despite efforts to save
them, and new strategies are urgently needed to keep the species
from dyingout, international wildlife experts said yesterday.

“We are assembled here to save tigers that are at the verge of
extinction,” Nepal's secretary of forest and soil conservation,
Yuvaraj Bhusal, told a conference of tiger experts from 20 coun-
tries, including the 13 where wild tigers are still found.

An estimated 3,500 to 4,000 tigers now roam the world's
forests, down from the more than 100,000 estimated at the
beginning of the 20th century. All the remaining tigers are in Asia.

Participants at the conference, which also includes the
World Bank, the World Wildlife Fund and other groups, plan to
discuss strategies for tiger conservation, as well as challenges
such as poaching, the trade of tiger parts and conflicts between
tigers and local populations.

“Despite our efforts in the last three decades, tigers still face
threats of survival. The primary threat is from poaching and

habitat loss,” Nepal's Prime Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal
told the conference,

Indian anti-Maoist offensive

draws applause, concern

AFP, Raipur

India has decided to confront its Maoist insur-
gency head on, with a planned offensive that has
been embraced by affected states but challenged
overitsimpactonthe peopleitaimsto "liberate".

Operation Green Hunt was drawn up by the
central government as a concerted assault on
the Maoist rebels’ jungle bases in the so-called
"red cornidor” that stretches across more than
halfa dozen states in eastern India.

Regional security forces will form the
frontline, but the massive operation, involving
tens of thousands of paramilitary personnel, is
being coordinated from New Delhi.

Official sources say the assault will begin in
November.

While the government has ruled out using
the military, it has promised the states signifi-
cant resources and logistical support, as well as
the deploymentofelite border guards.

Observers say New Delhi's leading role is
aimed at galvanising individual states into
action, after years of largely fruitless, piecemeal
anti-insurgency efforts.

"Past operations had been disjointed as no
one was willing to deal with the insurgencyin a
coordinated manner and only took half-
hearted measures,” said Deepakankar
Banerjee, director of the Institute of Peace and
Conflict Studies.

"Growing Maoist activity in the last couple
of years has raised central government con-
cerns, and the new home minister has set this
as a greater priority than his predecessors,”
Banerjee said.

Home Minister P Chidambaram has pub-
licly pledged to break the back of the Maoist
insurgency, which has claimed more than 600
lives so far this year.

"We will provide all possible help to the state
governments in their efforts to eradicate the
left-wing extremists completely,” he recently
told reporters in Raipur, capital of eastern
Chhattisgarh state -- aMaoist hotbed.

The armed Maoist movement, which
started as a peasant uprnsing in 1967, has
spread to more than half of India's 29 states. Its
cadre strength has been variously estimated at
between 10,000 and 20,000.

PHOTO: AFP
Nepalese school students pose holding placards as they take part in an awareness rally to save the

tigerin Kathmandu yesterday, A four- day global tiger workshop has started in Nepalese capital.



