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Ensure security of life,
ease city tratfic jam

Urges JS committee

UNB, Dhaka

The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Government
Assurances at a meeting yes-
terday stressed the impor-
tance of taking pragmatic
steps for reducing the differ-
ence between people’s expec-
tations and achievements to

public life, ensuring their overall
security by improving the law
and order situation, and coordi-
nated efforts for reducing traffic
congestions in the city.

The meeting, held at the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban with
committee chairman Md
Fazle Rabbi in the chair, dis-
cussed the implementation of

and ninth parliaments.

The Housing and Public
Works Ministry was directed
for implementing its assur-
ances soon.

Committee members Md
Abdul Quddus, Khaled
Mahmud Chowdhury and
Rasheda Begum Hira took part
inthe meeting.
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» WEFP assures Bangladesh |
The most affordable

of more food aid

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The World Food Programme
(WFP) has assured
Bangladesh of providing more
food assistance for social
safety net programmes to help
the poor.

WFP Deputy Director
Staffan de Mistura gave the
assurance during a meeting
with Food and Disaster
Management Minister Abdur
Razzaque in the city yesterday,

says a food mi ress
ministry p

The minister said the gov-

ernment had to spend a huge
amount of money on social
safety nets for the vulnerable
people, which ultimately
hamper other development
activities.

In the current vear, the

government has set a target to
provide food grains of 26 lakh
metric tones under social
safety programmes such as
vulnerable group feeding,
vulnerable group develop-
ment, test relief and food for
work, he added.

"As a huge amount of
money is being spent on social
safety programmes, other
development activities are
hampered. If the development
partners come forward with
food aid, we could invest our
money in other sectors such as
education and health,"

Razzaque told the WFP offi-
cial.

He also said rice produc-
tion in the country is now

marginally surplus, but wheat
production has decreased

significantly. At present,

annual wheat production is
around 10 lakh metric tones.

“So, you could provide us
with wheat aid," said an offi-
cial of the food ministry quot-
ing the minister as saying.

WFP food aid has come
down to around 60,000 metric
tones this year, which was up
to 3 lakh metric tones a few
years ago.

In response, WFP Deputy
Director Staffan de Mistura
asked the minister to prepare a
report on the status of the
social safety net programmes
and assured him of more food
assistance,

Food Secretary Mokhlesur

Rahman, WFP Country

Representative John Aylief and
Executive Director Office
Chiefl of Staff Lauren Landis
were present atthe meeting.
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